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Lesit Producer Today Is a Patsy 
-For Everybody, Thinks Schwab 


Laurence Schwab (& Mandel),+ 
veteran Broadway musicomedy and " ‘ 
eperetta producer, who has num- ¢ Se -F D 
ete “Queen High,” “Desert Song,” ralis ; eing yé ogs 
“Gingham Girl,” “New Moon” and California Guide Do, School, a 
“Good News” among his hits, stil] | Philanthropic institution at Long 
refuses to do a comeback as a legit | Beach, Cal, has set up a depart- 
producer. The reason is simple, he|™ent to provide seeing-eye dogs to 
gays: a producer today is a stooge |Sightless members of the theatrical 
for author, agent, players, backers | profession. 
and everybody else. At instigation of Albert Schue- 

In his era of the lush 1920s Schwab | Pach, general manager of the school. 
Observed that a producer could ex- | the .CGDS will provide guide dog, 
ercise his entrepreneurship as he | and schooling as to how to handle 
saw fit. Today the author, the direc- |camine to any performer, ex-per- 
tor, the star, their respective agents, former or those in other branches 
the stage mothers, et al., push him of show biz who are sightless. It 
(the impresario) aroynd. Then, too, will also provide transportation to 
Schwab feels “the calibre of pro-|its school in California gratis. 
ducer has changed.” Now anybody 


with a script and a gift for promot- ne 
ing chump dough can become a pro- nl W er 
ducer, he feels. The real im- 
presario was of another stripe in 
Functions As 


former years, and still is even now, 


excepting that they too are victims 
of restrictions which “literally make 
the preducer a patsy for almost any- 
Philadelphia, May 13. 
How can a blind man function as 
a radio sports commentator? 


body.” 
Besides writing a daily column for 
the Miami Herald, Schwab is in 
That question is being answered 
each Saturday night at KYW by Bob 
Allman, sightless lawyer and former 




















realty operations in the Florida re- 
sort. He'll operate the Pan-Ameri- 
can Exposition theatre and civic 
auditorium for the city next year 
when the $4,000,000 project is com- 
pleted. Theatre capacity is 4,000. 
In New York at the moment, Schwab 
is building a summer home at Mon- | athlete, whose program features late 
tauk Point, Long Island, which has | SPorts news, his own personalized 
been promised for July occupancy. editorial, an interview with a guest 
eR ale “ | athlete, and a salute to the outstand- 
ing athlete of the week. 
Night Vaudeville May Allman, a former wrestling star at 
the Univ. of Pennsylvania, who was 
Blossom i in Ball Parks named “Most Courageous Athlete of 
the Year” by the Philadelphia 
rn 34 Sportswriters in 1939, keeps in touch 
As Al Fresco Circuit $°°" the sports world by having 
What may be the nucleus of a cir- | newspapers read to him. 
cuit of baseball parks in upper N.Y. He also talks frequently to his 
State to be converted into vauders, |many friends in sports — managers, 
with dancing by night, is being ex- | coaches and players. From them he 
Perimented with by Mickey Owens, | gets the behind-the-scenes anecdotes 
who has already packed the home- for his broadcasts. Although 2 
srounds of Utica team in Utica, N.Y., | lawyer and imsurance broker by pro- 
for the experiment. | fession, Allman manages to cover at 
Owens, husband of Mufiel Asche. | teast two baseball games a week, 
ine producer who was killed when | in addition to wrestling and -boxing 
her self-operated plane crashed in | bouts. 
Florida last year, has set his first While covering a ball game, All- 
al fresco show for Decoration Day “man makes notes with a braille slate 
(Continued on page 54) land stylus. The slate resembles a | 
Se ne ra cribbage board, is about 10 inches | 
JOLSON EYES 3,500, 000. long and an inch wide. The stylus | 
$ (Contagepe on page 18) 
AS HIS SHARE FROM PIC Schipa Sows loins 
sn >» oroasses ’ 
heicn, oa sae landslide gi aoe | ‘Penitent Parade 
Piling y 9 congue. faaey” Bas - : Second controversial figure in the 
f P will probabiy be a slice “penitent’s parade” of music figures | 
% profits in fhe neighborhood of | back to the American concert plat- 
$3,500,000 (before taxes) for Al Jol- form (Kirsten Flagstad was first), 


$00. The star’s share in the pic’s net is Tito Schipa, Italian tenor who 
is 50%, Film is heading for a $10,- Sives a recital in Carnegie Hall, 
090000 take—which should bring N. Y. Sunday (18). Although ex- 


citement isn’t as intense as in the 


th 7 
& het to somewhere arounc $7.- 4 sae ae 
case of the Norwegian diva, theres 


000. Film cost $2,000.00 to 


make. Of the 90%, Jolson gifted Co- rumbling in libere! and music cir- 
lumbia pie producer Sidney Buch- cles, with possibility of protest tak- 
man with 5°) (as did Harry Cohn, ing some form (as in picketing) by 
Sut of Coi's 50°, ) and also presented concert time. : ” 
Producer Sidney Skolsky with. 20, Schipa, leading singer with the 
(Continued on page 2 95) | (Continued on pace 22) 


MAGGIE WHITING’S PUB 


| Ideal,” 


Otek TO Col 
CRITICAL nOTFOOT 


The patient show biz worm shows 
signs of turning. It’s taken a long 
time, but after standing tranquilly 
by, year after year, listening to 
themselves regularly denounced for 
everything they’ve done, and then 
just as vehemently coalraked for | 
everything they 
two major branches of the giant en- 
tertainment industry are at last 
getting ready to strike back on their 
own ground. 

Radio and films, in control of the 
strongest media ever 
winning friends and influencing 
lic gpinion, 
eation of intention to use the tre- 
mendous powers which lie in their 
hands to enlist a few partisans on 
their side. There’s ready 

















pub- 


tion in both radio and films that nei- | 


ther field is above the need for plenty | 
of healthy criticism, but no rose- 
colored glasses are needed, either, it 
is felt, to see that they have plenty 
of good points, too. 

Thus both industries are readying 
to embark on more or less subtle 
self-selling campaigns. Hollywood 
is aiming to do its job primarily 
through several series of shorts, 
while radio is figuring on lining up 
its own top comics for a succession 

(Continued on page 22) 


Jack Benny's New 





| merly 


aven’ one, the | : 
havent done | here , is being buttonholed by music 


|men, For most part, 


created for | 


are finally giving indi- | 


recogni- | 


A, RADIO FIGHT BACK AT FOES 





Hartley-Taft Labor 
‘One Big Show 





7 By 


Bills May Speed 


Biz Union’ Project 


There’s growing feeling in certain 


bills in Congress—the Hartley Bill, 


Is Nothing Sacred? joo business circles that the labor 


Hoilywood, May 13. 
Jimmy Lennon, Irish tenor for- 
on Al Pearce airstfow, who 
recently was signed as staff funeral- 
soloist by Pierce Bros. Mortuary 


he sings re- 

| quests at last rites, and most of these 
| are standards, but as a feeler he per- 

| mitted Paramount Music’s Tubby 
Garron to add “To Each His Own” 
| to. request-list customarily handed 
| mourners, and after getting requests 


| for tune, now has added “Peg O’ My 
Heart,” after much contacting by 
Eddie MacHarg, Coast chief of Rob- 

| bins-Feist-Miller. 

| A plug is a plug, whether tune is 
| delivered over a beer or over a bier. 





| 


Wallace as Part 


Of Othello’ Billing | 
Urged by Robeson : 


By JAMES L. CONNORS 


Albany, May 13. | 
Paul Robeson is “willing to appear } 
in ‘Othello’ for a year on Broadway 








Chi Record, 1136 


Chicago, May 13. 

With better than $63,000 already 
in the till as of 8 o'clock last (Mon- 
day) night, and an estimated $50,000 
yet to come during the remaining 
three days of the week’s run at the 
Chicago theatre, Jack Benny and 
his troupe will easily break all 
existing records for a vaude attrac- 
tion here. With most performers 
beefing about a five-a-day show, 
Benny has been playing seven 
shows daily with the exception of 

(Continued on page 2) 





CO. WITH DAD’S TUNES 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Margaret Whiting is set to invade 
the music publishing business with 
many of her father’s, Dick Whiting’s, 
forgotten manuscripts. She will be 


or elsewhere, if Henry Wallace is 
permitted to speak between the acts | 
at each performance.” This state- 
ment was made to Variety by the 
singer-actor during intermission of a 
concert he gave last week in the 
auditorium of Philip Livingston 
Junior High School, 

The Albany Board of Education. 
acting on orders of Mayor Erastus 
Corning, 2d, had cancelled a permit 
granted to the Carver Cultural So- 
ciety of the Israel A.M.E. Church for 
the presentation of Robeson. How- 
ever, the board was enjoined from 
interfering with Robeson’s appear- 
ance by Supreme Court Justice Isa- | 
dore Bookstein, although Judge | 


(Continued on page 54) 





which the House 
|Taft Bill, which the Senate passed 
yesterday (Tues.)\—mean the death 
of all entertainment unions. 

This feeling has activated recent 
huddles of execs of various unions; 
the combining with American Feder- 
ation of Labor to put on radio 
shows presenting labor’s case; lobby- 


passed, and the 


,ing, literature distribution, news- 
paper advertising, and kindred 
moves. It has even brought nearer 


the possibility of the merger of 
various theatrical unions—a subject 
argued strongly pro and con for 
| several years, 

Various theatrical folk who looked 
on themselves as artists instead of 
employees or unionists, and con- 
| sidered the Congressional labor bills 
;}as remedial measures, now see them 
as punitive measures in light of 
; Closer study of these bills. A good 
deal of the growing awareness, or 
eye-opening, is attributed to an 
analysis of the bills made recently 
|'by Henry Jaffe, counsel for Ameri- 
| can Federation of Radio Artists 
| (AFRA) and American Guild 
|of Musical Artists (AGMA), before 

. oo of Four A’s unions in 





pe” of tRrwrt the Hartley Bill, Jaffe 
pointed out: 
(a) The bill prohibits industry- 


(Continued on page 55) 


‘Husing 1306 Take Points 
Up Fact That Disk Jockey 
Marathon Is Paying Off 


That the disk jockey marathon is 
paying off where top name person- 
alities are involved is particularly 
reflected in the fact that when Ted 
Busing winds up his first year on 
WHN, the Metro-owned indie in 
N. Y., he'll pocket 80% in excess of 
his $75,000 yearly guarantee—or 
closer to $130,000. 

Husing’s five-year contract with 

(Continued on page 55) 
























































Of 





the first femme vocalist to enter the 
biz and will use Whiting Music Pub- | 
lishers as firm monicker. 

Canary pointed out 


We Meet Again” as some of her | 
father’s tunes and stated that there | 
are many others as good which have 


never been touched since original | 
penning. She will also try to re- | 
cover ownership of many ditties 


} 
moulding in publishing house files, | 
which never have been exploited. ; 
Miss Whiting atso pointed out that 
she will not restrict publishing to 


‘her father’s cleffings. 


“Guilty,” “My | ; 
“Sleepy Time Gal” and ‘Till |: 









Sund 


The Hour 


All-Giri Orchesira 
and Choir 


Cenducted by 


2 Phil Spitainy 
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Show Biz Hopes Wash. Will Provide 
Better Income Tax Structure Deal 


Revision of the Federal income + 


tax structure will be considered at 
hearings of the House Ways and 
Means Committee in Washington, 
which start next Monday (19), and 
ehanges hoped for by show business, 
whereby profits and losses would be 
spread over two or three years, may 
eventuate for the season of 1947-48. 
Show people previously sought a 
spread of tax payments, which are 
now confined to each year, but dur- 
ing the war all proposals to revise 
the regulations were frowned upon 
by the Treasury Department, 

It’s contended that a legit manager 
may have a hit or prosperous season 
during one taxable year, which may 
be followed by red seasons, same go- 
ing for authors and actors. In an- 
swer to recent communications sent 
Sen. Harold Knutson, of Minnesota, 
by Brock Pemberton, the legislator 
agreed that it is unfair for the taxes 
to be levied against earnings for 
successful seasons with no provision 
to equalize losses over subsequent 
seasons, 

There are classifications in Eng- 
land that permit a spread of pay- 
ments over a term of three years, 


and some modification of that sys- | 


tem is the aim of show business, 

Perhaps the up-and-down incomes 
that vary almost seasonally do not 
apply more pertinently than in show 
business, because of the variable 
nature of theatrical ventures as com- 
pared to other businesses. Under 
the present tax system a showman’s 
earnings may put him in the 90%- 
plus brackets. If he has an off- 
season the next year, there is so 
little remainder that he’s virtually 
broke. 

Same goes for the one-hit drama- 
tist, and unless his play runs for 
more than a year, he is in a similar 
position, as is the actor who may be 
in a click one season and not get a 
successful engagement for years 
thereafter. 

Sale of picture rights in recent 
seasons had been made upon a basis 


whereby payments are spread over 


two or three years but that is about 
the only beneficial method yet con- 
ceived for a more equitable tax 
system. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Artie Auerbach 
Steve Brooks 
Ralph Byrd 

John H. Clarke 
Wendell Corey 
Linda Darnell 
Frederick De Piano 
William Eythe 
Max Fellerman 
Mike Fessler 
Dorothy Ford 
Bert Friedlob 
Edward Gross 
Mark Hellinger 
Paul Henreid 

Paul Hesse 

Alfred Hitchcock 
Edward L. Hyman 
Irene 

Claude Jarman, Jr. 
Jack Kenny 

Sam Kerner 
Sidney Krima 
Mrs. Harold Kusell 
Jerry Lang 

Jack Laurie 

Sol Lesser 

David Lewis 
Charles Lederer 
Lou Mandel 

Ralph Murphy 
Seymour Nebenzal 
John Nesbitt 

Jack Paar 

Eleanor Parker 
Rudolph Polk 
Robert Richman 
Jules Seltzer 
Walter Shenson 
So] Siegel 
Herbert Silverberg 
Wayne Staffner 
Margaret Sullavan 
John van Druten 
Richard Wallace 
Anne Whitfield 
William Wyler 


N. Y. to Europe 
Richard S. Addinsett 
Norman Chandler 
Howard Diétz 
A. P. Giannini 
Thomas Mann 
Arnold Pressburger 
Lee Shubert ; 

. Leonard Spiegelgass 
s, Col. Jack Votion 
‘ Robert Wolff 





Sports Shorts 
As part of Attorney General 
Tom Clark’s program against 
juvenile delinquency, a national 
celebrities golf tournament is 





slated for this Saturday and 
Sunday (17-18) at the Columbia 
Golf Club, Washington, “D. C. 
Idea of the tournament is to 
promote sports interest in the 
nation’s youth, and proceeds 
will go towards this cause. Par- 
ticipants will include celebs 
from all walks of life. 

Those competing from show 


: biz are Bing Crosby, Hilde- 


garde, Harry Wismer, Fred 
Waring and Arthur Godfrey. 
Others comprise Attorney Gen- 
eral Clark, General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Supreme Court 
Justice Stanley Reed, Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz, Clark Grif- 
fith, Secretary of Navy James 
Forrestal, Gen. Omar Bradley, 
Supreme Court Justice William 
Douglas, Secretary of Treasury 
Snyder, Gene Tunney, Jack 
Dempsey, Bob Considine, Bill 
Dudley,. Rep. Sam Rayburn, 
Bobby Jones, Walter Hagen, 
Gene Sarazen, Bobby Cruick- 
shank, Sen. William Fulbright, 
Sen. Scott Lucas, Rep. Leslie 
Arends, Rep. George Smathers, 
Fred Perry, Carl Hubbell, 
“Ham” Fisher, Babe Didrikson, 


Glenna Collett Vare, Chick 
Evans, Fred McLeod, Harry 
Parr III, Del Webb, Rep. 


Charles Halleck, Geo. Leslie 
Groves, Sen. Robert Taft and 
Baseball Commissioner “Happy” 
Chandlgr. 


‘Chevalier’s Many U.S. 
Bids May K.0. His Trip 





Maurice Chevalier, per schedule, 
closes in Boston this week and opens 
in Montreal, May 22. In between 
he will do some more intensive re- 
cording at RCA Victor labs in New 
York as part of a 12-side deal which 
guarantees him $25,000 under a 5%- 
of-the-retail-price royalties. : 

The French comedian’s Canadian 
tour is supposed to end June 12 and 
he is supposed to sail for France, 
June 20, on the Mauretania from 
New York, but there is a strong like- 
lihood he may summer in the States 
since he resumes Sept. 15 on a 
transcontinental tour of one-night- 
ers, plus engagements of four weeks 
each in Chicago and Frisco; a week 
in Washington, etc. If staying, he 
may add on additional dates, since 
his personal manager Arthur Lesser 
has a number of pressing offers. 

Lesser also has a bid from the 
Kudner agency for a General Motors 
radio show (with or without Bea- 
trice Lillie), and three film bids (he 
turned down the Everett Crosby- 
Leo McCarey offer) for this winter. 

Chevalier’s technique ‘on his Vic- 
tor recordings is to do some of the 
same songs both in French and Eng- 
lish, back-to-back. 





Selznick Signs Sharpe 


Claiming harrassment from pro- 





Sharpe and Ella Logan are leaving 
“Finian’s Rainbow” June 1. 

» Agent Paul Small meantime set 
Sharpe under contract to David O. 
Selznick. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Ear! Carroll 
Betty Caulfield 
Tom J. Connors 
D. A. Doran 
Maxwell Geffen 
Herb Golden 

Ben Kalmenson 
George S. Kaufman 
S. S. King 
William Kupper 
Claude Lee 
Edward F. Lyons 
Casey Robinson 
William Roddy 
Ann Ronnell 
Charles Samuels 
Frank Satenstein 
Dore Schary 
Charles Schlaifer 
Budd Schulberg 
Katherine Selby * 
Stanley Shuford 
Murray Silverstone 
Snyros Skouras 
Harold Weinberger 





Back to France in June 


ducer Lee Sabinson, both Albert 





256th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“It's the best show every year. 
Murray is great!” 


FRED MacMURRAY. 





_ 


‘H’ wood in Miniature’ 
Lacks Reproduction Of 
Famed ‘Sunny’ Calif. 


“Hollywood in Miniature,” $250,- 
000 replica of the film capital’s world 
famous high spots, made its New 
York * bow at the _ international 
travel exposition in Grand Central 
Palace last week (5-10) and proved 
to New Yorkers that there’s no place 
like home. What was missing from 
the display was a duplication of 
that w.k. sunny California climate 
in the exhibition hall. Apparentiy 
it was a job too difficult for the 
engineers who designed it. 

Main section of the exhibit is a 
12-foot square stage on which the 
central 45 square blocks of Holly- 
wood have been recreated ‘in minia- 
ture with an accuracy covering 
every exterior detail from the as- 
phalt to the neon. An _ ingenious 
lighting system, working on a two 
minute cycle, carries the spectator 
through the town in its passage from 
dusk to dawn. It’s a gigantic doll’s 
town but, as the flack release put it, 
only “in imagination can one see the 
bevies of laughing beauties crowd- 
ing the sidewalks clad in the bri€fest 
of shorts.” Three - dimensional ex- 
hibit is probably the most accurate 
and costliest replica of a city ever 
constructed but Hollywood’s glamor 
and glitter still has to be imagined. 

Other sections of the exhibit show 
reduced versions of the Brown 
Derby, Grauman’s Chinese with its 
ornate frontage and foot imprints of 
film stars; a typical motion picture 
studio which is a composite of build- 
ings copied from various major lots; 
the Hollywood Bowl] and a large 
frontage on Malibu beach. Latter 
display has a~-mechanical device 
simulating movement of the Pacific 
océan which is among the most in- 
teresting features of the exhibit. 

“Hollywood in Miniature” packed 
up last Saturday (10) for an ex- 
tended stopover on Atlantic City’s 
Million Dollar pier where it will 
open in a few weeks at b.o. rang- 
ing from 25-50c. In N. Y. it all came 
under the $1 admish to the expo. 
Exhibit, which is being toured by 
the John Arthur Productions, is 
owned by a Hollywood syndicate 
headed by Don Hartman, Columbia 
producer, and Nat C. Goldstone, 
agent and producer. 








ENG. IN ‘DIAMOND LIL’ 


Harry Foster, head of Foster's 
Agency, London, has set details for 
a tour of Mae West's “Diamond Lil” 
to first play the English provinces 
for 12 weeks and subsequently run 
in London. Two American leads 
for the show are still to be selected 
in Hollywood. Miss West's support- 
ing cast will be recruited in England. 
British tour starts in August. 





NY. Intimate Boites Doing Best Biz: 
Have Edge on Big Spots to Beat Lull 





F. Allen on J. Benny 


Following is letter sent to 
Nate Platt, of Balaban & Katz, 
by Fred Allen following a long 
distance call: 


Have just received word that 
a strolling player, one Jack 
Benny, currently appearing at 
the Chicago theatre is making 
snide references to me during 
his alleged performance. If Mr. 
Benny continues to malign my 
character, and cast aspersions 
on my ability, I will sue the 
Chicago theatre for $2,000,000. 
After paying my taxes all I have 
left is my good name and I am 
not going to permit Mr. Benny 
to foul that. 

Since I cannot come to Chi- 
cago to reply to Mr. Benny’s 
scurrilous attacks I take this 
means of fending off Mr. Benny 
in kind. 


Before shoes were invented 
Jack Benny was a heel. His 
false teeth are so loose they are 
always clicking. The last time 
Benny walked into the lobby of 
the Palmer House wearing his 
false teeth, he said “helio” to a 
friend and three elevators went 
up. Benny has no more hair 
than an elbow. He is so anemic 
if he stays out at night be has 
to get a transfusion so his eyes 
will be bloodshot in the moring. 
His feet are so flat he can wear 
a wheatcake for an arch-sup- 
porter. He has no bones. His 
shins are two xylophone notes 
stolen from an old vaudeville 
musician, If the musician ever 
takes his notes back Benny's 
shins will collapse and he will 
be two feet shorter. 


The reason Benny is playing 
the Chicago theatre is that he is 
visiting his sister in Chicago. 
He is too cheap to pay for a ho- 
tel room. Playing the theatre he 
can sleep in the dressing room. 
This makes the Chicago theatre 
the biggest flop-house in the 
world. During the night Benny 
is sleeping in his dressing room 
and during the day, when Benny 
is on the stage; the audience is 
sleeping in the theatre. 


Yours in high dudgeon. 
Fred Allen, 








| Jack Benny 


Continued from page 1 





his Friday opening, when he did six 
shows. Saturday night, with hun- 
dreds standing on the sidewalk, he 
played an emergency eighth show 
at 12:45 Sunday ayem. 

Hard-boiled Balaban & Katz exec- 
utives here frankly admit that the 
lovalty of Phil Harris, Rochester 
and, in fact, every member of the 
cast is a modern milestone in show 
biz. Scheduled to do an estimated 
50 shows in one week, every one of 
them is by now so punch-drunk 
they keep asking, “Is this the fifth 
or the sixth show? Or maybe is 
this the last one of the night?” 
Rochester, as a gag, bought a ward- 
robe that enabled him to have a 
complete change of costume at most 
performances just to nonplus the 
boss and, weird as they were, they 
left Benny in stitches, as well as the 
audience. 

Sunday night was another major 
crisis because both Benny and Har- 
ris had to make their regular broad- 
casts, which meant a two-hour ab- 
sence from the theatre. Despite 
this, they still were able to carry 
the seven-shows-a-day schedule. 

Opening day Friday (9) showed a 


| ross take of $14,000, Saturday $18,- 


Foster, who arrived last week (5) | 500, Sunday $17,100 and Monday, 


from London, is slated to remain 
in N. Y. for 10 days or so before re- 
turning to England. 

He came over with Val Parnell, 
managing director of Moss Empire 
theatres, to attend the Sophie 
Tucker testimonial dinner at the 
Hotel Astor, Sunday (4) but they 
were held up by bad weather over 
Newfoundland. Parnell, meanwhile, 
flew back to England Friday (9) 
after seeing several shows including 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and “Three to 
Make Ready,” latter in Chicago. 
He’s contemplating production of 
both musicals abroad. 

Abe Lastfogel, William Morris 
agency general manager, flew back 
to the Coast afier remaining in New 





York to confer with Foster. 





until 8 p.m., $13,700. Top gross pre- 
viously for the 3,900-seater during 
its 26 years of operation was $90,- 
449 during Labor Day week last 
year, when the Andrews Sisters 
were booked into the house along 
with “Monsieur Beaucaire,” Bob 
Hope film. 

Significant show biz angle to the 
whole situation is that the paying 
customers are not bobbysoxers but 
solid citizers who want to see 
Benny. Autograph hunters are al- 
most non-existent which, according 
to Nate Platt, who books the at- 
tractions for the house, indicates the 
trend in vaude shows is changing 
with a vengeance ‘from the bobby- 
soxer type of attraction. 


+ Postwar trend in nitery attend. 


ance is veering to small intimate 
spots, according to talent agency 
reps. Small capacity cafes that can 
eschew mass trade have a greater 
chance of staying open during the 
current cafe lull than larger Clubs 
It’s pointed out that boites such 
as the Blue Angel and Ruban Bley 
are continuing to do rope-up busi. 
ness without headliners while 
majority of large capacity spots are 
biding time until economic condi. 
tions improve. Among the larger 
clubs, the Vanity Fair, La Martinique 
and Zanzibar have already shuttered 
and others may, follow. Latin Quar- 
ter and Copacabana are perhaps the 
only large spots doing big business, 
Both have strong attractions 
Major reason why small-seaters 
are enjoying boomtime grosses is the 
fact. that they’re continuing to get 
the same kind of clientele they 
catered to pre-war. They never de. 


pended on mass patronage and a). 
ways discouraged alien trade, Con- 
sequently, they hit no decline after 


the end of the war. This is opposite 
of that which larger spots have ex. 
perienced. Most of latter are doing 
business in proportion to the head- 


liners used, and have their up and 
down periods. 
Another factor in favor of smaller 


spots is the ability of bonifaces to 
eater to individuals. Cons*quently, 
if a bistro-op has a smal! following, 
he’s able to get along nicely. 

Also on the side of the smaller 
spots, is the ability to get along 
without high priced talent. These 
spots are able to book unknowns 
and develop them. It’s conceded that 
it’s easier for acts to work small 
spots, and such entertainment -is 
frequently more appealing. 


NOEL COWARD PROTESTS 
U. S. TAX RAP IN SUIT 


Playwright Noel Coward might 
still be as unwelcome in Brooklyn 
as Happy Chandler, but even the 
Dodger fans never did him the dirt 
that he claims was dealt him by the 
U. S. Bureau of Internal Revenue. 
Coward, in a suit filed last week in 
New York federal court, alleged that 
a double tax asséssed him by the 
U. S. Government last year cut his 
profits on the sale of a group of his 
plays to Metro in 1939 to a point 
where he actually lost $8.000 on the 
deal. 


Playwright sued for a refund of 
$36,758 tax, which he claimed was 
assessed in error since he's a Brit- 
ish subject. He claimed the deal 
wherein Metro bought a group of 
nine plays under the joint title of 
“Tonight at 8:30" for $80,000 was 
consummated in England and that 
he’d already paid the British gove 
ernment $42,604 for the same sale. 
Coward peinted out that the double 
tax, coupled with his legal fees, 





agent’s 10%, etc., gave him a net 
loss of some $8,000 on the deal. 
Metro acquired worldwide rights 


to the nine plays but only filmed one 
of them, “We Were Dancing.” which 
was turned out in 1942. Coward 
later bought back rights to the other 
eight for the same $80,000. 





Margaret Truman In 
Ist Pro Song Concert 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 

Impresarios Tom Beagie, Jr., and 
his brother, Bill, last » eek per- 
| formed a coup d'etat in booking the 
first concert anywhere of Margaret 
Truman. The President's daughter 
will make her public debut here 
next Tuesday (20) at Syria Mosque. 

Although Miss Truman’s actual de- 
but was made via the networks and 
|Kurt Krueger's Detroit Symphony 
| Orchestra, broadcast was private and 
this'll be the first time she’s eve? 
sung before a paying public. 








Steinbeck Pens Comedy 
For Goddard and Meredith 


Hollywood, May 13. 
John Steinbeck is taking 's first 
turn at humorous stage wrt/og in & 
| play, still untitled, to be | ented 
in London with Pauletie Goddaré 
and, Burgess .Meredith in ihe P 





- | roles. 
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Duel’ Very Sunny $2,500,000 in First 


160 Dates, About 507, to Selznick 


Full returns are yet to be tallied? 
on the approximately 160 theatres | 
in 123 cities in which “Duel in the 
Sun” opened during the past week, 
put total gross of the David O. Selz- 
nick Technicolor western appears 
certain to break all previous rec- 
ords for income achieved in one 
seven-day period. It’s estimated the 
b.o. take for the stanza will be 
about $2,500,000, with the income to 
the Selznick Releasing Organization 
approximately one-half that. 


Precedent-breaking New York ex- 
hibition policy was attracting major 
national attention, with the film 
day-dating at the Broadway Capitol 
and 38 other Loew houses in the | 
metropolitan area, plus 15 indie 
keys. Returns in New York were 
the same as* those throughout the 
nation. They ranged from sensa- 
tional to strong. Gross at the Capi- 
tol, about $83,000, was very good, 
although disappointing to the Selz- 
nickites, who hadn’t counted on the 
drain the nabes would put on the 
Broadway showcase. 

While practically no houses were 
flying the Standing Room Only pen- 
nant, it didn’t take that kind of biz 
to ring up big grosses with the 
upped admish policy on “Duel.” A 
few houses throughout the country 
were getting 75c in the afternoons 
and $1.10 evenings, but most were 
charging 90c and $1.25. Subtracting 

(Continued on page 25) 





Cartoon and Puppet 
bd ‘ be ’ 
Versions of ‘Alice’ Due 
Via Disney and Bunin 

Walt Disney is expected east May 
23 to gander the American Reper- 
tory Theatre-Rita Hassan produc- 
tion of “Alice in Wonderland” at the 
International theatre, N. Y. He is 
planning to rush “Alice” into pro- 
duction in an all-animation version, 
abandoning his previous idea of 
using a heavy percentage of live ac- 
tion. 

Disney speedup is tod take ad- 
vantage of the pre-selling being 
provided by the Broadway produc- 
tion, which probably will be fol- 
lowed by a road tour. Abandon- 
ment of the live action permits 
much faster production, eliminating 
the difficulties of casting and the 
coordinating of the two techniques. 

Another version of “Alice” is to 
be done in France by Lou Bunin 
with a special plastic puppet method 
he has invented. Bunin is an 
American who is taking up an offer 
of the French government to make 
the film there, with photographic fa- 
cilities left by the Germans, in or- 
der to develop the industry in 
France. It's probable the two 
Alice” pix will be in competition 
in the international market. 

Lewis Carroll story, of course, is 

(Continued on page 25) 


Benay Joins DOS Stock 


Hollywood, May 13. 

David O. Selznick players, partici- 
pating in a strawhat venture partly 
financed by the studio, added Benay 
Venuta to the roster who'll appear 
during the summer. Stars will’ 
make their west coast stage bow in 
Voice of the Turtle,” a July presen- 
tation at La Jolla auditorium, Jen- 
Nifer Jones is tentatively set for the 
lead. 

Selznick players slated to appear 
uring the season include Gregory 


eck, Joseph Cotten an. orothy 
cGuire. 








KIT SELBY’S H’WOOD DETOUR 


Kathleen Selby, of Paramount's 
ee Staff, arrived in New York 
Onday (12) on her way to the Coast, 
— She will act as technical ad- 
Vv ser at the studio on “My Own True 
Wits ,, ‘formerly “Make You a Fine 
; ife.”") She trains out Friday (16) 
or Ho}!ywood. 
isséSelby is story, talent and re- 
+ ge aide in London to Frank Far- 
®y, Par's chief of. British produc- 
‘“0n operations. 








Hughes’ Entire Fortune 


For Medical Foundation 
Hollywood, May 13. 

Howard Hughes confirmed long 
existing reports that he plans 
eventually to use his fortune, esti- 
mated at $125,000,000, to establish a 
medical foundation in his native 
Houston, Texas. 

The producer-inventor made the 
decision while recovering from near- 
fatal injuries following his plane 
crash last summer. 


Metro's Domestic 
$66,170,548 Gross 
In 46 a Record 


Domestic film rentals for Metro 
during fiscal 1946 came to $66,170,- 
548, a record for the company, a 
study of additional film data dis- 
closes. Breakdown of the sources of 
revenue indicate that U. S. sales ac- 
counted for 35% of M-G’s consoli- 
dated gross of $188,476,317; its for- 
eign department for another 20%, 
and its theatre interests for $84,000,- 
000, or 45% of the entire gross take. 

Indicating that its partially owned 
theatres, threatened by the decree, 
aren’t too high in the scheme of 
things is the fact that those houses 
accounted for only $3,729,000. On 
that score, Metro’s showcase, the 
Capitol (N. Y.) in which the com- 
pany holds a 50% interest, was good 
for $187,500 in cash dividends as 
M-G’s share of profits. Companvy’s 
half-slice in the theatre is on the 
books at an evaluation of $1,900,000. 

Contrary to general trade impres- 
sion, Metro does pay out cash to 
outside producers—in the last year 

(Continued on page 25) 








Justice Dept. Kayoes 


Skouras as Carroll’s 
Pard; Now Flirts Rank 


With the Department of Justice 
throwing cold water on his proposal 
to build a plush Hollywood theatre 
with 20th-Fox as partner, Earl! Car- 
roll is now seeking to stir up inter- 
est on the part of the Rank-Young- 
Universal combine. Theatrical entre- 
preneur met yesterday (Tues.) with 
Robert Benjamin, prexy of the U. S. 
Rank organization, to put the prop- 
osition to him. 

Carroll wants to build the world’s 
largest theater, a 7,000-seater, which 
could be in a position to outbid all 
competitors in that area. He met 
with Special Assistant Attorney 
General Robert L. Wright Monday 
(12) in Washington and sought the 
green light for a deal with Charles 
Skouras which would assure bank 
support for a $5,000,000 loan. 

Huddle developed fact that Gov- 
ernment would not oppose acquisi- 
tions by Universal, J. Arthur Rank 
or Robert Young. 

Carroll plans to equip the house 
with an on-stage swimming tank and 
facilities for an ice skating rink. 


Budd Schulberg West To 





Screenplay His Novel 


Budd Schulberg leaves for the 
Coast this weekend to check into 
RKO for screenplaying of his novel, 
“The Harder They Fall,” forthcom- 
ing Random House publication deal- 
ing with the fight-fixing racket. The 
overtones of the Rocky Graziano 
investigation are claimed by the 
author to be coincidental since he 
started on his book long before the 
Graziano-Zale to-do. 

Schulberg follows Dore Schary, 
RKO production boss, west by sev- 
eral days but they had huddled east 
on the property which is earmarked 


for Joseph Cotten. 


* 


TILL: 20-25 Y 
WAY-RAIBOU 


Possibility of transmitting a 
straight film show to a number of 
theatres simultaneously via theatre 
| television is probably 20 to 25 years 
|away, according to Paul Raibourn, 
| Paramount treasurer and prexy of 
l\Television Productions, Par’s 
| wholly-owned tele subsidiary. Rai- 
bourn declared that theatre tele for 
the transmission of sports and special 
events might begin on a limited 
scale within the next year but ex- 
pressed doubt that the Federal Com- 
munications Commission will re- 








theatres, which has been applied for 
by the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers. 

Beonomic factor in itself is 
enough to rule out the possibility of 
film distribution. via large screen 
tele, unless. some startling new de- 
velopment in the medium occurs, 
Raibourn said. Only advantage to 
the film industry, he pointed out, 
would be a savings in the physical 
cost of distribution but, under pres- 
ent standards, such a savings is not 
possible. In addition to the high 
cost of equipment, the Bell System’s 
coaxial cable is not expected to ex- 
tend from coast to coast for at least 
another two years, at which time 
the charges for its use will prob- 
ably be tremendous. Brilliance and 

(Continued on page 27) 


Casey to Retire As 








Pat Casey will retire within the 
next few weeks from the post he has 
held for many years as labor con- 
tact for the major studios. This was 


(12), by Eric Johnston, Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. prexy. 

Johnston also disclosed that Chas. 
Boren, former Paramount 
liaison, who was recently named 
manager of labor relations for the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers (MPA affiliate), had already 
taken over all of Casey’s duties. 
Boren will continue, MPA chief 
stated, to act as labor relations rep 
for the industry. 

Johnston has long desired to see 
Casey’s retirement, as Casey worked 
outside the scope of the AMPP and 
Johnston felt that this resulted in 
lack of coordinated effort. He 
wanted a labor contact to work di- 
rectly under him, rather than in the 
vague category of Casey, whose sal- 
ary was paid out of a separate pool 
set up by the studios. 

MPA chief told Varizery a year ago 

(Continued on page 25) 


serve a special video channel for | 


H wood Labor Rep 


confirmed in New York Monday | 


labor 


+ 





Selznick Back Into the Metro Fold 





Kenney, De Piano Huddle 


\ Reported Anew; Successor to Mayer? 


David O. Selznick may join Metro 
as an indie producer, eventually 
scrapping his own Selznick Releasing 


LaGuardia on His Biopic Organization, it was reported this 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Jack Kenney 
| Piano left for New York to confer 


| filming of his life story. 

Indie producers have acquired 
;screen rights and private financing 
}and are negotiating with Edward G. 
| Robinson for the title role. Part of 
| the picture will be filmed in New 
| York. 


UA to Withdraw 
‘Verdoux For 


Sock Ad Drive 


Charles Chaplin’s “Monsieur Ver- 
doux” will be withdrawn from re- 
| lease by United Artists following. its 
|current run at the Broadway, N. Y. 
| Jt will be held until late summer, 
| with the interim being used to de- 
|velop and execute a high-powered 
, Publicity and advertising campaign 
designed to give the film a new start 
in national release. 
| Emphasis will be switched in the 
|new campaign ffom the “Bluebeard” 
j}and “comedy of murders” angle to 
; selling the pic wholly as a comedy. 
|Film itself will not be changed, 
| however. 
| Now in its fifth week, “Verdoux” 
| will be held at the Broadway— 
which is under lease to UA—until 
Memorial Day or shortly after, giv- 
ing it a seven and one-half or eight- 
| week run. This is purely for prestige 
purposes, as the pic is now just 
|about breaking even at the house. 





to get its campaign in gear for Hunt 
(Continued on page 27) 


WB GRINDS NOSES 
TO CHECK KLATCHING 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Workers at Warners have been 
| ordered to keep their noses to the 
grindstone during business hours, or 
|else. Studio cops are checking all 
| entrances and exits and keeping tab 


'on same for inspection by the 


higher-ups, 

Even the press department, where 
comings and goings are normally 
loose, has been told that coffee- 
klatching in neighboring cocktail 
bars is no longer according to Hoyle, 
or Warners. 





| 





Offish trend continues in many 
key cities this week, with exhibitors 
blaming the weather and mild prod- 
uct. Arrival of real summer tem- 
peratures is putting the skids under 
trade in several communities. How- 
ever, the big leaders shape up near- 
ly as strong as in recent sessions. 

Sop position has been taken over 
by “Duel in Sun” (SRO), with big 


by VarieTy. Film is hitting new 
highs in Providence and Boston and 
may establish new records in Seattle 
and San Francisco. Greatest total 
is being racked up in Boston where 
smash $95,000 appears likely for two 


moves up into second slot with “Egg 
and I” (U) in third. Others in the 
top five are “Best Years” (RKO) 
and “Calcutta” (Par). Last-named 
showed this strength although only 
in four key spots. 

Other solid grossers’in Big Nine 
group, in order of money done and 
playdates, are “Macomber Affair” 
(UA), “Yearling” (M-G), “Odd Man 
Out” (U) and “Two Mrs. Carrolls” 





to record biz in eight keys covered | 


theatres N. Y. biz for “Duel” is 
strong. , 
“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Lagging in Many Keys—‘Duel,’ ‘Daughter,’ ‘Egg,’ 
‘Years,’ ‘Calcutta’ Lead Top Moneymakers 


(WB). Runners-up include “Late 
George Apley” (20th), “Love and 
Learn” (WB), Warner reissue combo 
of “Sea Hawk” and “Sea Wolf,” and 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono). 

“Daughter” surged forward this 
week mainly because it’s in more 
than 15 theatres of key cities, since 
now holdover in most locations. 
Picture is pacing Louisville and big 
in two L. A. spots. 

Of new entries, “High Barbaree” 
(M-G) looks most disappointing, 
with a modest session in Pittsburgh. 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” is sock in 
Washington and doing nicely in 
| Philadelphia. “Happy Breed” (U) 
looks big even though on second 
} round in Boston. 

“Two Mrs. Carrolls” shapes as a 
comer on basis of biz being done in 
N. Y. and L. A. currently. “That's 
My Man” (Rep) is pacing St. Louis 
with a great $23,000. “Brasher 
Doubloon” (20th), which comes into 
N. Y. Roxy next week with Jack 
Benny and his big radio group, is no 
great shakes in Providence cur- 
rently. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 11-13). 








and Frederick De} 


| week. 


! 
| 





Details are still in the 


| Sketchiest stages, but if they can 


be successfully worked out, DOS in 


M ; : | a year or thereabout may swing back 
| with Fiorello H. LaGuardia on the | ‘ 


to the company which released his 
“Gone With the Wind” and of which 
he was a v.p. and producer from 
1933 to 1935. That idea has been up 
before, but revitalized anew this 
week. 

Report has given rise to specula- 
tion that the return to M-G as an 
indie is the forerunner of his tak- 
ing over eventually the top pro- 
ducer berth on the lot, now held by 
his father-in-law, Louis B. Mayer. 
Selznick. in trade opinion, would 
almost ideally fit into that slot. 

Opening of Metro’s doors in the 
past few weeks to indie producers 
and the statement by Mayer that 
others with exceptional product will 
be added is seen as paving the way 
for Selznick’s entry into the fold. 
SRO, according to reports, will con- 
tinue to distribute the current “Duel 
in the Sun” and the two other pix 
Selznick now has (in the cam “Para- 
dine Case”) and in_ production 
(“Portrait of Jenny”). 

Any announcement of the switch, 
it is said, will be held*‘until the three 
pix are well into release, in order 

(Continued on page 25) 





20% BITE NOT HARD, 


Delay will also give UA a chance! 


WASHINGTON FEELS 


Washington, May 13. 

House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee is settling down to consideration 
of several tax rate changes, partic- 
ularly in the excise bracket—but 
does not have the 20% amusement 
bite in mind, because’ industry 
people give the impression of being 
satisfied with present scales. 

“The only big howls we have had 
to date on the amusement tax,” ex- 
plained one member of the commit- 
tee, “have come from the county and 
state fair people. The theatre people 
have not made much fuss, so ap- 
parently they are satisfied with the 
existing rates. 

“What we will go to work on will 
be hardship cases, particularly in 
the excise brackets. It doesn’t ap- 
pear that there is any hardship in 
the admissions tax or we would be 
hearing a lot more about it.” 
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TRADE-SHOW AUDIENCES SAY: 


| aa °GOING-MY-WAY" DA) : 



















“Will match “Going My Way’ and then some.” 
DAVE DAVIS, ATLAS THEATRES, DENVER | 
oe e . 999 ey HEY SAy iT 
Should outgross Going My Way. SOING y R 


Dns §=FDVVARD REED, STRAND, PROVIDENCE 


“Much better than “Going My Way’.” 


ae cen ee een emma FAS) CIRCUIT RUFFALO 4. . = : 


“Should do better than ‘Going My Way’.” -~ 


ns VV. HISSNER, ACADEMY THEATRE, LEBANON, PA. 


TERR, : 


“Will do as well if not better than “Going My Way’.” 


rms = \AARVIN ARENT, SCHINE CIRCUIT 


“Equal to or better than ‘Going My Way’.” 
eumnmmmmmmmmem JOHN HAROLD, CHARLIE KARR, MARTIN THEATRES, ATLANTA 


“Fitting running mate to the great ‘Going My Way’.” 
err ROBB BROW EY CIRCUIT 
“On a par with ‘Going My Way’.” 
NN MRS. PAULINE CORBETT, IDLE HOUR THEATRE, CINCINNATI 


POORLY OOO A GRE LEE LEO ORL IES MS NS. mE Ca me 


_ “It’s far and away Crosby’s best picture.” 
Dn (OS CONE, TALGAR THEATRES, ATLANTA 


“Definitely in “Going My Way’ groove.” 
STERLING BEMIS, DES MOINES REGISTER-TRIBUNE 











BING AND BARRY ARE BACK 


with 
Wanda Hendrix - Frank Faylen- Elizabeth Patterson ] 
Robert Shayne + Larry Toke | Percy Kilbride 
Directed by ELLIOTT NUGENT 


Screen Play by Arthur Sheekman « Adaptation by Arthur Sheekman 
and N. Richard Nash ¢ Story by Franl: Butler « Produced by Sol. C. Siegel 








e 
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AY ARE HERE AGAINY” 


They Came By Thousands, Jamming Every Screening Room With The Biggest 
Trade-Show Turnout in Paramount History. And Here are Just a Few of the 
Sensational Comments on the First Crosby-Fitzgerald Comedy Since “Going 
My Way,” by Hundreds of Theatre Operators, Film Buyers and Reviewers: 





“Keep making pictures of this calibre and we'll never 


have to worry about business.” 
LL SAM EPSTEIN, EPSTEIN THEATRES, OMAHA 















“Most entertaining picture I’ve ever seen.” 
ES FRED MOON, ATLANTA JOURNAL 


“Most heart-warming film in years.” 
Lm § JEFFERSON AMUSEMENT CO., DALLAS 


“One of the finest pictures I have ever seen.” 
me MAX FRIEDMAN, WARNER CIRCUIT, ALBANY 


ee : P : 99 
A marvelous box office picture. 
eammmmmmemmmmm BERNIE SHERMAN, DOUGLAS THEATRE, RACINE, WIS. 


‘“Welcome Stranger’ is positively terrific.” 
NEN Al AVED, AVED BOOKING SERVICE, MINNEAPOLIS 


“It’s this year’s box office champion.” 
ee =LARRY SHUBNELL, ALLIED THEATRES, DETROIT 


“Public will love it and will buy it.” 
NN SAUL ULLMAN, FABIAN THEATRES, ALBANY 





“This is the best in the last few years.” 
mammmmmmmemmmmmemmmms «HERMAN FIELDS, CLARINDA THEATRE, CLARINDA, 1A. 


“Reunion of two top stars will be sure-fire boxoffice.” 
a!!! MARK WOLF, Y & W CIRCUIT, INDIANAPOLIS 





ee ‘starring 


yc HG 
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Rank-Young Interviewers Evidence 
That US. Press Seems Plenty Sold On 


British Pix Superiority to H'wood 


American exhibs may be leery of | ¢ 


British films but any doubts whether 
the U. S. press is sold on them, were 
dispelled in a rousing affirmative at 
the interview of J. Arthur Rank and 
Robert Young Monday (12) in New 
York. With flashlights popping. 
newsreel cameras grinding and Eric 
Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. head, 
conducting the proceedings, the 
daily press and wire services gave 
out with queries that, more times 
thah not, indicated they were all 
for the British product as against its 
American counterpart. 

One question, which a femme leg- 
man asked, set the tone. “Why is 
it.” she said addressing Rank, “Brit- 
ish films are so much better than 
American pictures?” Any attempt 
by the Englishman to answer it was 
lost in the ensuing guffaws. Another 


reporter, obviously impatient “with 
explanations that British films are 
making some progress on U. S 


screens, wanted to know why “Brief 
Encounter” was billed below Uni- 
versal’s “Song of Scheherazade” on 
its recent run through the Loew’s 
circuit. He clearly implied that he 
thought “Scheherzade” far inferior 
to its tail-ender and judging from 
asides of his confreres, they shared 
in that low opinion: 





Hollywood, May 13. 
were revived at the all-star western 
rodeo at Gilmore stadium, with cere- 
monies honoring Tom Mix, William 


S. Hart, Buck Jones and Will Rogers. | 


Mix’s old horse, Warrior, was led 
around the track to the tune of 
“Empty Saddles.” 


Par’s Brit. Prod. 
To Be Decided By 


Holman 's Survey 


| Question of whether Paramount 
| will revive its British production 
;company, shelved during the long- 
| drawn hostilities, will be decided by 
| Russell Holman, Par’s eastern pro- 

duction manager, on his current trip 
| to England. Holman, who pushed off 





Memories of oldtime western stars | 


| aboard the Queen Elizabeth Satur- 
day (10) for a one-month stay, is 
mulling whether to hand over the 


Matty Fox, U’s exec veepee who 
also sat in along with Nate Blum- 
berg, U's prexy, and other officials 





| 


™ .. 
GEORGE GIVOT 

W. E. Oliver, Los Angeles Ex- 
aminer, said: 

“Givot does his Greek Ambassador 
act in an easy, informal style that 
is a refreshing contrast to the hectic 
pushing technique of so many. 

“He is a scintillating island of en- 
| tertainment in any show and espe- 
| cially in this one.” 
| Picture Direction 

STEMPEL—OLENICK 
717 No. LaCienega, Hollywood, Cal. 








WB's Newsreel Set 


For Nov. Release 


After several false starts and pre- 





| 


of both the Rank. organization and | job of making quota pix to a newly | mature reports, Warner Bros. prexy 


paren : 
Universal, intercepted that query as | ar acdint on Gate leaden out 
he did others. “Brief,” he explained, Entir soak hacen > will te 
had already played the Little Car-| ) 001 “- so — > \ : 
negie theatre for a 23-week run and - ee or « y the — oe 
it was a breach of precedent for | ince #*s cropped up again with the 
Loew's to book the pic at all after | “@™ end. Main point of inquiry is 
sureseater operations. “We're mak- | ’ . : a 
ing progress slowly, but what differ- | ae _ hog ret its — a 
ence does it make how the picture | age near Pon ger po ne rl 

: , be ieee | dio facilities. With the Britishers re- 
irs billed so long as you could s | surgent in pic-making, there’s been a 
oe pene Playing-Time’ | Widespread cramping of studio acre- 

, : | age. 

Slow but constant ote ge Ae Ee immediate quota require- 
pear meNp ae A awhe! vi mB | ments have been met by production 
me . Only once did the British | of the Hal Wallis pic, “So Evil, My 
tycoon, in the hour-léng interview, Love,” which starts shooting this 

(Continued on page 22) 





| productions which the company will 
release. That duo, currently in work, 


oe 
CAL SWANSON QUITS AS foc2e"5%s, "i Comes wth 
INT'L VITAVISION HEAD ‘isi set”sekztwagt aes 


produced by Kenilworth Films. 
Frank Farley has been hoosted to 
overall command of production activ- 
ities in England to coordinate Par’s 
pix efforts there with general pro- 


Cal Swanson has resigned as head 
of International Vitavision Corp., | 
which controls patents on and dis- | 
tributes three-dimensional _ Signs, 
and in which Matty Fox, Universal | duction policies. He'll act as manag- 


exec v.p. is the major stockholder.) ing girector of Paramount British 
Swanson is going into public rela-| proguctions, Ltd., as well as head of 
tions and radio program packaging, | puropean story and talent depts. 
but will also operate a sales agency | 
for Vitavision. 
Swanson, who for years handled Tint Shortage Postpones 
the Lux account for J. Walter) rie a - 
Thompson, is partnered with Bob | Morros Babes in Toyland 
‘ Condon, of LEagle-Lion publicity Hollywood, May 13. 
staff. in the publie relations agency.| Lack of Technicolor facilities 
They are now negotiating to hand'e caused Boris Morros to postpone the 
special publicity for Metro and Dell start of production on “Babes in 
Publications, but will specialize in Toyland” indefinitely. 
industrial accounts. 
In the Vitavision sales agency,| roll in July. 
Swanson will be partnered with) 





Picture was originally slated to | 


| Harry M. Warner announced yester- 
|day (Tuesday) that definite plans 
had been completed for launching 
|of a new newsreel with first issue 
|} to be released early in November. 
James Allen, member of WB's 


;newsreel organization which will 
| headquarter in N. Y. , 

| Allen has been in N. Y., for the 
past week conferring with Harry 
Warner and will return to the Coast 
Friday (15) for further talks with 
Jack L.° Warner, exec vice-prexy. 
Following return to N. Y. next 
|'month, Allen will begin assembling 
| staff. 


week at Denham, plus two outside | 








Q. and A. in Spades 


Tradepress was almost over- 
whelmed at the.J. Arthur Rank 
interview Monday (12), with 
interviewees plus nine flacks 
heavily outnumbering the scrive- 
ners. Presenting themselves for 
questioning were Rank, Eric 
Johnston, John Davis, Nate 
Blumberg, Matty Fox, Robert 
Young, Joe Seidelman, Arthur 
Krim and Robert Benjamin. 


Publicity and advertising men 
on hand to oversee the proceed- 
ings were Jock Lawrence, Jerry 
Dale and Bill Tuomey of the 
Rank office; Maurice Bergman, 
of Universal; Max Youngstein 
and Marie Slate, of Eagle-Lion; 
Monroe Greenthal, head of the 
ad agency which handles U and 
Rank; Glen Allvine, of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn.; and Tom Dee- 
gan, Young's p.a. 








~ Fred Uttal, radio producer, who has 


been operating as an agent for Vita- | 
vision. In radio package deals, | ar arquee 
Swanson will have both Uttal and | 
Condon as partners. Swanson owns 


“Let’s Go to the Movies,” Mutual 
Wednesday night sustainer. S 5 a r 
Nobody named yet to _ replace 


Swanson at International Vitavision. Pi oducts in Britain i 

His duties are being taken over by ee: eee 
Herman Starr (not the Warner Bros. rently troubled by a scarcity of big- 
v.p.), who is exec v.p. of Worldwide | name stars. That's the belief of Jo- 
Development Corp. and Vitavision | seph H. Hazen, president of Hal Wal- 
treasurer. Question of autonomy in| lis Productions, who returned from 
operating International Vitavision is' England last week. With Hollywood 


understood to have led to Swanson’s | constantly syphoning off the cream, 
resignation. 


Borkin a Rank Adviser 


Joseph Borkin, fermerly active in 
the Government’s anti-trust suit as a 
special assistant attorney general in 
the Dept. of Justice, has been re- 
tained by the J. Arthur Rank or- 
Zanization as its consulting econ- 
omist in Washington. Borkin, with 
offices both in New York and the 
capital, will act as an adviser to 
Robert Benjamin, prexy of the U. S. 
Rank organization, with respect to 
all Rank interests in the country. 

Besides his chores with the D. of J. 
Borkin also served as economist for 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. He resigned from the D. of 
J. early this year to enter private 
practice. 





| hard put to get marquee draws for 


|their big films. “As things now 
stand,’ Hazen declared, “there just 
aren't enough stars to go around.” 


Situation is further complicated by 
boosted production of the revived 
British film industry since the war, 
|according to Hazen. Things, of 
| course, aren’t made easier by the lure 
of fat Hollywood contracts, he noted. 
(J. Arthur Rank, recognizing the 
same problem, said recently that he 
was signing his new personalities to 
10-year contracts to forestall their 
loss in westward treks.) ~ 

Hazen touched an another problem 
besetting British production. Shoot- 
ing schedules, he said, in England are 
now 50% Jonger than that of equiva- 
lent Yank pix because of mandatory 


| he said, British producers are now | 


Names and Prod. 
British Pix—Hazen 


labor breaks in working hours plus 
a lack of coordination. “Where a film 
takes eight weeks to shoot on the 
Coast, the British consume 12 weeks 
for the same results,’ Hazen de- 
clared. Lower labor costs, however. 


hold down pic expenses but British 
| film cost about the same as an Amer- 





| 





| ican film in the equivalent bracket. 
“There’s no doubt that the British 
|now have the know-how on film- 
| making,” Hazen said. “They now face 
the problem of mounting competition 
for stars and climbing costs.” He 
predicted “from talks with Govern- 
ment officials and film industry exec- 
| utives” that Britain will not curtail 
| remittances to the U. S. Britain will 
_ continue handling that problem by 
| Maintaining quota regulations on 
| theatres which requires them to play 
/a minimum percentage of native 
| product, he opined. 
| “So Evil, My Love,” the Ray Mil- 
|Jand starrer, which Wallis is making 
'for Paramount in England, goes to 
the studio this week, he said. Wallis 
has completed lensing exteriors for 
i the pie. 








‘7th Veil’ Record 


London, May 6. 
Sydney Box’s “The Seventh Veil,” 
which cost $400,000, has grossed over 
$2,500,000. for its makers, a record 
for any British film. 


millionaire picture theatre owner, 
|who wis principal backer of the 
| picture, is reputed to have cleaned 
up $1,200,000 to date as his share. 





British Technicolor 
Chief Predicts 3007, 
More Tinters by 49 


climb into the 
film market is going to be helped by 
|a large-scale expansion of Techni- 
'color facilities which will permit 
| Anglo producers to triple the number 


| of tinted pix by 1949, according to 





Britain's world’s 


Kay Harrison, managing director of 
| the British Technicolor 
 ieore on a visit. Color films in Eng- 
| land will hit 18 annually by 49, after 


company, 


Sam Shipman, of Shipman & King, | 


Start of a Worldwide Film Ass'n, 
Keyed by Johnston-Rank Accord 


+ Start of a worldwide motio 


° , ° Py n pice 
ture producers’ association to SOlve 


within itself the problems of inter. 
national trade in films is seen » 
Eric Johnston in the U, S.-British 
Joint Standing Advisory Committee 
announced this week. Aim of the 
Motion Picture Assn. prexy, who 
suggested the basis of the idea while 
visiting England last November, is 
| to have machinery for facilitating 
cooperation in problems such as 
quotas, playing time, censorship ang 
all matters of common interest 

Announcement of the new com: 
mittee was made simultaneously 





' . in 
London and at the MPA dinner jn 

| New York Monday (12) night for J 

| Arthur Rank, British film tycoon 


Function was attended by 76 top- 
pers of the American industry and 
all of Rank’s principal aides and as- 
sociates in this country. 

Serving on the committee for the 
United States will be Johnston; 
Nicholas M. Schenck. prez et 
,oew’s, and Barney Balaban. prez of 
| Paramount. For England the mem- 
| bers will be Rank, who is president 
of the British Film Producers’ Assn: 
| Sir Alexander Korda, Rank’s prin- 
cipal British competitor and mem. 
|ber of the exec council of the 
| BFPA, and Sir Henry L. French, 
| director general of the BFPA. 

Each member will have a deputy, 
|; On whom the principal work of the 
committee is expected to fall. Meet- 
_ings will be held in New York and 


} 
} 


i . . | P . ™ 
the company completes building | London as problems present them- 


operations at an outlay of $500,000 | 


selves. Deputies will -be named 


and adds to the number of Techni- | /#ter. 


disembarking from the Queen Eliza- 
| beth. 


Company has  alsq blueprinted | 


whether the company, should it go | studio executive staff, will head the | plans to spread into Europe to lend | 


| a hand to Continental producers now 


' 

. . ' 

' color cameras, Harrison disclosed on | 
] 

| 


Johnston hopes that the commit- 
tee will grow into the International 
Film Council, which was the form 
of his original suggestion. 
toward the end, other 
be invited to join later. 


Looking 
nations will 


| starved for color, Harrison said. Its | oe 


timetable calls for establishing bases | 
in Paris, then Rome, and finally | 
Madrid, once the bottleneck in| 
Britain is definitely broken. 


Europeans are so frantic for color, 
he said, that they're almost ready to 
make an international incident out} 

lof their needs. Only the Russians, | 
who control Agfacolor, and their | 
Czech friends are turning out color 
films at present—all other studios are 
on an unchanging diet of black-and- 
white. Some French producers, Har- | 
rison said, bought a bit of Agfa raw- 
stock on the black market but it was 
entirely insufficient for their needs. 
British capacity, at present, re- 
stricts the tinties to five per year, 
the Technicolor official said. While 
the company is building on an old 
airfield site, it's acquired a perma- 
nent operating point at Denham 
upon which to. ultimately build. | 
Meanwhile, it will go ahead with its | 
present construction since it can re- | 
main at airfield site for another. five 
years. 





Harrison heads for the Coast to | 
confab with Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, | 


Technicolor’s everall chief. | 


Johnston Hosting Coast 
Fete May 29 for Rank 


Studio heads will meet J. Arthur 
Rank, Britain's top filmer, at a din- 
ner which Eric Johnston, Motion 
Picture Assn. prexy, will host on the 
Coast shortly after Rank arrives 
May 29. Johnston intends shoving 
off to the west in time to greet Rank 
when the latter winds up his trek ! 
at Los Angeles after several stop- 
overs en route through Canada. | 
MPA head will duplicate his New 
York performance by introducing | 


Rank to the press at a mass inter- 
view. 


Rank’s talks with high Universal 
and Eagle-Lion execs will also 
stretch out to the Coast. Addition- | 
ally to Johnston, he'll be met by 
Nate Blumberg, U's prexy: Robert | 
Young, Pathe Industries’ chief: 
Matty Fox, U's exec veepee: Robert 
Benjamin, head of the U. S. Rank 
organization, and Arthur Krim, 
E-L’s prexy. All these biggies will 
converge on L. A. in time for the 
May 29 arrival. 


Accompanying the Rank party on 
its trip through Canada wil] be 
Jock Lawrence, v.p. of the U. S. 
Rank organization. He'll smooth the 
way for Rank; John Davis. chief 
aide to the former, and their wives. 
Jerry Dale, Lawrence's assistant, 
will also head Coastward one week 


in advance to set up all arrange- 
| ments. 











{ 


; more or less, 


| this 


VOX POP TRAILER FOR 
‘GREAT EXPECTATIONS’ 


Maybe it will take a haircut or 
cab ride to sell British pix to the 
public. Anyway, that’s the _ idea, 
that Fox-Intermoun- 
tain circuit execs have hit upon as 
a novel way of tearing down the 
wall of suspicion towards Anglo 
films and of sparking word-of-mouth 
reaction at the same time. 

With “Great Expectations,” J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s adaptation of Dickens, 
booked for the circuit, Intermoun- 
tain is going to preamble openings 
in Denver by private screenings for 
all unions representing workers who 
come in close daily contact with the 
public. Groups of taxi drivers, 
waitresses, bartenders, barbers, 
manicurists and their like, who con- 
stantly service the public, will be 
given gretis views of “Expectations” 


| in the hope they'll spread the good 


word. 

What's more, Intermountain has 
asked Universal, pic’s U. S. distrib, 
for permission to make a_ local 
trailer which would consist of noth- 
ing but reps of the laboring classes 
telling how much they liked the 
film. One of the ideas is to get 
away from the feeling that British 
films are highbrow,  stuffed-shirt 
propositions and a_ cabdrive:* €X- 
pounding on the virtues of “Ex- 
pectations” should pull the trick, 
it’s thought. 

Talking up Rank's Films 

With the idea of setting the future 
pattern on campaigns to sell J. At- 
thur Rank's product, Maurice Berg- 
man, U’s top eastern flack: Al Hor- 
wits, publicity manager: and Charles 
Simonelli, special events director, 
will start a tour of six key cities 
week. Trio will screen “Odd 
Man Out” for newspaper critics, 
radio commentators and newspaper 
columnists in Detroit, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Louisville. Indianapolis 
and Chicago. 

Plan is to build early word-of- 
mouth reaction. Threesome will also 
gab about campaign with theatre 


| reps. 


Art Jeffrey’s Illness 


Arthur Jeffrey, Eagle-Lion €*° 


} . ‘ . P oYl- 
ploitation chief, who was taken sé 


ously ill while visiting the studio 


two weeks ago, is being sent back to 
his home in New York this week to 
recuperate. J. 

Jeffrey suffered an attack of price 
neuroses, which left him ™ ithou 


feeling in much of his bods —— 
sult of a smallpox vaccination © the 
he had been given in New York 


previous week. 
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ow turn to the second chapter 
the blazing success story of this 6-star 
Paramount best-seller and you'll find: 
“Blaze of Noon’ at the Brooklyn 
Paramount outgrossed ‘California’ 
and all other top Paramount 


. attractions since 
‘Blue Skies’!” 


(iad 












Produced by 


Robert Fellows 
Directed by 


JOHN FARRO 


Screenplay by 
Frank Wead and Arthur Sheekman 
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Expected Dip Under Peak ‘46 


Profits, WB and Col. Now a Bit Ahead 


With early returns on company * 


profits for fiscai 1947 now turned in 
by all majors except 20th-Fox and 
United Artists, predictions that 
1946's peak $125,000,000 won't be re- 
peated in the current semester seems 
definitely in the cards. What's more, 
there’s been a decline in profits for 
January, February and March of the 
current year, as distinguished from 
the fiscal quarter which varies with 
each company. 

That’s borne out both by returns 
of Paramount which show a 20% dip 
in profits over the comparative 
period of "46 and the statement to 
stockholders of N. Peter Rathvon, 
RKO’s prexy, that company earn- 
ings for the period will be “con- 
siderably less” than in the year be- 
fore. The picture, however, still isn’t 
entirely clear since Warner Bros. 
showed a remarkable gain for the 
three months ended Nov. 30, °4@, 
while Columbia was a shade ahead 
for the 26 weeks ended Dec. 28, "46. 

Indicating that the seven majors” 
take (UA excepted) will tote up to 
the vicinity of $100,000,000 in ‘47, 
barring a collapse in business, are 
the reports of Par and Metro most 
recently made public. Par, last week, 
came out with a $9,522,000 net for 
the first quarter, ended April 5, 
against $11,587,000 Jast year. Com--. 
pany has been the bellwether of the 
industry for the past five years and 
Wall St.. for ene, estimates films, 
prospects by its performance. 

Metre and U 

Metro, also, showed up with a 20% 
dip in returns, its figure being $3,- 
650,967 for the 12 weeks ended Nov. 
21, against $4,333,623 in the compara- 
tive period of the preceding year. 

(Continued on page 35) 


N.Y. Infirmary Benefit’s 
Torchlight Parade Down 
5th Ave., Gala Show in MSG 


Campaign to raise funds for the 
New York Infirmary’s new medical 
center will tee off Monday (19) with 
a torchlight parade down Fifth Ave- 
nue, which will be followed up the 
next night by an all-star show in 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y. Cam- 
paign has been named “Tribute to 
Women Week,’ with Harry Brandt, 
chairman of the entertainment com- 
mittee and Mrs. Nicholas M. Schenck, 
treasurer. 

Lucille Ball and Helen Hayes are 
to serve as parade marshals for the 
torchlight procession, in which 39 
bands will join with practically every 
woman’s organization in N. Y¥. List 
of screen, stage and radio celebs 
lined up by Marvin Schenck to ap- 
pear in the Garden show includes 
Ethel Merman, Miss Ball, Ella Logan, 
Milton Berle, Carmen Miranda, Bert 
Lahr, Jean Parker, Lucienne Boyer, 
Hazel Scott, Carmen Cavallaro, the 
Andrews Sisters, Henny Youngman, 
Jessica Dragonette, Bill Robinson 
and the deMarcos. Fred Waring, 
Duke Ellington and Louis Prima are 
among the top name bands repre- 
sented. 


JURISDICTIONAL PARLEY 
BY AFL MINUS RESULTS 


Washington, May 13. 

Full-day session of leaders of 
the American, Federation of Labor 
today failed to produce agreement 
on how to eliminate jurisdictional 
strikes and, specifically, that now 
plaguing the film industry. The 
union heads, chairmanned by Wil- 
liam Green, AFL chief, meet again 
tomorrow (Wednesday) in a further 
effort to fashion a technique to 
avoid intra-mural strife. 

Meets were called by Green after 
the last AFL convention approved 
a resolution to fix a method for 
halting jurisdictional battles. Among 
the 30 participants in the current 
huddles are Herbert K. Sorrell, 
head of the Conference of Studio 
Unions; Edward Arnold and Pat 
Somerset, of Screen Actors Guild; 
Earle L. McGill, Radio Directors 
Guild; A. Rex Riccardi, American 
Federation of Musicians, and Rich- 
ard F. Walsh, International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 

Others were Paul Dullzell, Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica; Joseph A. Padway, AFL gen- 
€ral counsel; D. W. Tracy; Electri- 
cal Workers; W. C. O'Neill, Plumb- 
ers Union; William J. Gallagher, 











Maloney’s Shift to N.Y. 
For Nat’l Perspective 


John J. Maloney, Metro central 
sales manager, shifted his head- 
quarters from Pittsburgh to the 
homeoffice over the weekend. He'll 
remain in New York a month, as 
the first field sales manager brought 
in under the _ recently-announced 
plan of Metro sales veepee William 
F. Rodgers to rotate his field chiefs 
in the homeoffice slot to give them a 
national, as well as regional outlook 
on their activities. 

Under his new assignment, Ma- 
joney will sit in on Metro's sales 
cabinet meetings and act in an ad- 
visory capacity to Rodgers. 


Hershelt Prepeses 
Public Be Barred 
From Oscar Banquet 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Jean Hersholt’s proposal to bar 
the public from the Oscar derby has 
caused a tumult, not only: among the 
general run of Hollywood film folk 
but among members of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
of which Hersholt is president. Pre- 
vailing opinion is that the award 
ceremonies be made even more pre- 
tentious than this year’s, which was 
the first ever thrown open to public 
admission. 

In his annual report to the Acad- 
emy Hersholt recommended a closed 
session for the annual awards, to be 





approximately 200 nominees for 


Motion Picture Assn. and the screen 
guilds and a selected list of press 
representztives. This would amount 
to 500, with two tickets apiece, mak- 
ing a total of 1,000 and filling the 
house. The restriction would bar 
most of the membership of the Acad- 
emy, which amounts to 1,600. In 
reply to protests, Hersho!t declared 
the proposal was only his own per- 
sonal viewpoint, and not that of rep- 
resentatives of the Academy’s 11 
branches, who will have the final 
vote. He said: 


“In the past the awards have been 
presented in turn at a banquet, in a 
theatre and in a large auditorium, 
resulting in an increased amount of 
publicity for Hoilywood and the in- 
dustry and in a decreasing measure 
for the true purpose for which the 
awards were inaugurated. Profit to 
to industry has been enormous, but 
the Academy has not profited finan- 
cially from the presentations. .. .” 


Polangin D.C. to N.Y. 
As Ent’s Eastern Flack 


Frederick N. Polangin, former 
publicity chief for Enterprise Pro- 
ductions in Washington, hasg been 
named eastern publicity chief for 
Ent. He'll headquarter in New York 
fe act as liaison between the Coast 
publicity office and United Artists 
and Leew’s International, which re- 
lease Ent produet domestically and 
overseas, respectively.* 

Former Washington correspondent 
for International News Service, 
Polangin later served as publicity 
chief for the U. S. Dept of Com- 
merce under the late Harry L. Hop- 
kins. During the war, he worked 
with the film division of the Office 
of War Information and later was 
commissioned in the Navy, where he 
served in the film division under 
Commedore Gene Markey. His 
publicity office will continue to 
operate in Washington. 

Ben Washer Shifts te Par 

Ben Washer vacates the post of 
eastern publicity manager for Sam 
Goldwyn, June 1, to fill the equiv- 
alent spot for Paramount. He picks 
up where Al Wilkie left off last 
winter when the latter stepped out 
for a protracted Florida rest. C.N. 
Odell, who has been pinch-hitting 
in the Wilkie post for the past few 
months, will continue in his old job 
as New York press chief. 

Washer has been Goldwyn’s east- 
ern pub head for a number of years 
before and after the war with his 
tenure interrupted by a stretch in 








Painters & Decorators; and Jim 
Rooney, Operators, Plasterers & 
Cement Finishers. 

* 


Similar job for United Artists. 


_ 


| 
additional scenes with Joan Leslie 
iin 
After a sneak preview in Santa 


i 
' 
| 


E-L Builds Baschart 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Eagle - Lion summoned Richard 
Basehart back from New York for 


“Repeat Performance.” 








Barbara the studio decided to build 
up Basehart’s role. 


‘Republic Has Record 13 





Hollywood, May 13. 
Total of 13 pictures, including 
three still before the cameras, are 
| in the shearing process at Republic, 


e e a record number for the studio’s cut- 
- National £x 





ting roems. 
Undergoing their final editing are 
“The Flame,” “Springtime in the 
e e Sierras.” “Robin Hood of Texas,” | 
To Nix Cha lin “Saddle Pals,” “Along the Oregon } 
p Trail,’ “The Trespasser,” “Black.- 
mail,” “Bill and Coo,” “Jesse James 
Columbus, O., May 13. Rides Again” and “The = Black 
Independent Theatre Owners of | Widow.’ Getting daily clipping are 


Ohio, comprising over 300 exhibitors, 
has adopted a resolution calling on 
|theatre-owners throughout the! Trail.” 
| United States “to give serious | 
| thought to the matter of withholding 


e 2 bd 7 
lscreen time” from Charlie Char | Bill Kupper’s Shift 
\lin’s recently released “Monsieur | 
| Keys New Importance 


| | On British Pic Sales 


“It is our belief that the valuable | 
Appointment last week of William 


| “It's Murder, She Says,” “The Wild 
| Frontier” and “On the Cid Spanish 





screcn time ef the motion picture | 
theatres of the U. S. should not be| 
dissipated upon a sereen personality | 


| Films in. Cutting Room 


‘Ohio Indies Ask 





held in the Academy theatre and | reply om Gr. 
restricted to 1,000 persons, including | Artists distribution head. He de- 


Oscar honors, 22 members of the | 
board of governors, leaders of the | first 





— 





such as Chaplin, to his financial 
benefit,” the resolution 


|The resolution was adopted by the 
group's directors on April 30, but | 


was not made public until May 7. 
Pete J. Wood, secretary of the ITO 
of Ohio, said the organization hoped 
to launch a nation-wide theatre- 
owner boycott of Chaplin films, and 
a copy of the resolution has been 


| mailed to each theatre organization 


in the country. 





Sears’ Sharp Reply 
Blast by the ITOO brought a sharp 
from Grad Sears, United 


| clared: 
“This is not United Artists’ 
experience with the _ pub- 
|licity-seeking methods of the 


| paid secretary of this Ohio exhibitor 
| group ... In this instance, Mr. (Pete) 
| Wood has latched on to the argu- 
; ments already advanced by others, 


all of which have been answered by 
Mr. Chaplin to the evident satisfac- 
tion of the public. 

“The only element in Wood's pro- 
test which causes us to even dignify 
it with a response is the fact that 
in it we see another abortive effort 
of a small, vociferous, bigoted group 
to force its will and its judgment 
upon the American public. No mat- 
ter what they call it, it is still cen- 
sorship and as such it should be com- 
bated and defeated at every turn.” 


UA OKAYS DISTRIB. 
OF 2 PAL, ARGOSY PIX 


Distribution deal for two cartoon 
features which George Pal, former 
ex-Paramount animated shorts pro- 
ducer will make, was okayed yester- 
day (Tuesday) by United Artists 
board, meeting in New York. UA 
directerate also appr. ved the hand- 
ling of Argosy Pictures’ “The Last 
Outlaw,” which will be made by the 
John Ford and Merian C. Cooper 
unit, Argosy Preduction. 

No further aetion was taken on 
the moot question of a new prez for 
UA. Si Fabian, American Theatres 
Assn. head and circuit operator, is 
still leading the field but idea of ap- 
pointing any prez is cooling off. 
Fabian, according to reports, wants 
a voting trust on stock established 
to insure his say on management as 
a condition to accepting the post. 

Pal will make “Tom Thumb” and 
“Rip Van Winkle.” Argosy deal with 
UA is a continuation of an old com- 
mittment with the company which 
marked time while Ford went into 
the Navy. Upon Ford’s release from 
the Navy, the duo made “The 
Fugitive” which RKO is distributing 
for Argosy under special permission 
from UA. 








Film Tribute to Monsky 

“This is B'nai Brith,” 27-minute 
short produced by the film industry 
as a memorial to the late Henry 
Monsky, international president of 
the organization, will be preemed 
next Monday (19) night at the Mu- 
seum of Modern Art, N. Y., by New 
York’s Cinema Lodge. 

Film will subsequently be screened 
for more than 400,000 members of 
B'nai B'rith in the U. S. and Canada. 
Robert M. Weitman, prexy of the 
Cinema Lodge, has set Ira Hirsch- 


;mann, prez of Metropolitan Broad- 
the army. Previously, he was in ajcasting & Television, as speaker for | ated 


next Monday night. 


declared. | 


| J. Kupper, until now 20th-Fox general 
sales manager, to take over as man- 
| aging director of 20th Ltd. of Eng- 
land, indicates that 20th will place 
}extreme importance on the pictures 
ito be turned out in England when 
|its new multi-million dollar studio 
|is ready to begin operations. With 
20th’s domestic production policy 
already slanted towards fewer and 
costlier films, it’s believed the foreign 
production will follow the same 
line and that Kupper, with his many 
years of experience in domestic 
sales, will be well equipped to carry 
out this policy in England. 

Kupper succeeds Otto W. Bolle in 
the British post, with the latter 
forced to resign because of ill health. 
As managing director of Great 
Britain, Kupper also becomes chief 
of British Movietone News and 20th’s 
representative on the board of Gau- 
mont-British, in which 20th has a 
heavy interest. He’s slated to leave 
for London aboard the Queen Eliza- 
beth on July 2 in company with 20th 
International prexy Murray Silver- 
stone, who'll formally install him 
in his new position. 

Taking Kupper from a top position 
in the domestic staff to assign him 
to a high position in the foreign 
staff indicates a scarcity of Aop exec- 
utive personnel in the industry. No 
successor has yet been named to 
fill his post in the domestic sales 
organization and it’s believed likely 
that 20th veepee over sales Tom 
J. Connors will assume Kupper's 
former duties himself, leaving the 
position of general sales manager 
unfilled. 

Kupper joined the old Fox Film 
Co. in 1919 and has served as 20th 
branch manager in Albany, Char- 
lotte, Pittsburgh and Chicago. He 
was named western division man- 
ager in 1932 and 10 years later was 
promoted to general sales manager. 

Silverstone also reshuffled his 
Brazilian field staff this week, as- 
signing Roger Rosenvaid to super- 
vise the southern division of Brazil, 
and Alberto Rezende to the northern 
division. 


UA Sets ‘5-Year Plan’ 
For ‘Henry’ $4,000,000 


United Artists has laid out a 
“five-year plan” for the playoff of 
J. Arthur Rank’s “Henry V,” with a 
goal of a $4,000,000 net income to the 
producer and distrib during that 
period. Laurence Olivier production 
has turned in a net of $1,100.00 on a 
b.e. gross of $2,250,000 to date, all 
the engagements being in houses 
leased by UA, with rent expenses 
and advertising charged off before 
net is figured. 

Playing the pic off strictly as a 
legiter on a two-a-day, reserved-seat 
policy at upped admissions, UA has 
upped staff of advance men to 23. 
Howard E. Kohn II has been named 
to handle advertising and publicity 
on the “Henry” operations, under 
Supervision of Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., 
UA pub-ad chief. 

Starting in June, 39 California sit- 
uations will be opened. An innova- 
tion this summer will be “straw- 
hat” bookings in the bucolic belt. 
There will also be special engage- 
ments for school and college summer 
sessions, 
| With 16 prints in work, UA will 
have played off 173 dates, of which 
| 52 will have been in Canada, by 
| June 1. Bookings are being acceler- 
| with acquisition of a large 
ijnumber of additional prints, 











Concurrent US, Latin Am. European 
Releasing to Cash In on Ballyhoo 


+ With the film industry 


currently 
f barrin 
publicity 


angling for some method o 
the tremendous amount of 
going abroad that doesn't pay off 
at the boxoffice, 20th-Fox Plans t 
take advantage of that” publicity hee 
releasing its product simultaneous} 
in the U.S. and overseas. Althou 4 
definite plans have not yet been pe 
“Captain from Castile” may tee off 
the new policy in Novembe; with 
concurrent release in the y Ss 
Latin America and Europe ‘ 


Chief bogey in coordinating for. 


‘eign distribution with publicity jp 
the past has been the fact that film 
publicity staffs fed much materia} 
to foreign newspaper and Magazine 
correspondents at the same time it 


was fed to domestic outlets. Result 
was that most of the flackery was 
dissipated long before fhe picture 
ever hit the foreign market. since 
most films play off in foreign coun- 
tries from six months to a 


year 

after they open in the U.S. 
Spyros Skouras, "20th prexy, re. 

portedly diseovered on his recent 


tour of Latin America with 20th In- 
ternational prez Murray Silverstone 
that it would be practically impos- 
sible to prevent publicity from 
finding its way abroad. Even though 
the film companies held back their 
own exploitation material for tim- 
ing with a picture's foreign release 
date, communications have been 
speeded up~so tremendously during 
the last few years that much of the 
publicity slanted directly at domes- 
tic outlets would be picked up by 
foreign media, including news. 
papers, radio, etc. 

. Instead of trying to cut down on 
publicity, consequently, 20th report- 
edly will take advantage of the leak 
by doubling its ¢xploitation cam- 
paigns for a worldwide simultane- 


ous release of its product. Te this 
end, the company has ordered 400 
Technicolor prints for “Castile,” 
largest number 20th ever handled 
for a single release. About 300 of 
these will be retained for the U.S, 
market, with the remainder to be 


shipped immediately to Latin Amer- 
ica and Europe. 
With most of the majors veering 


steadily toward a policy of fewer 
and costlier pictures, it’s believed 
that 20th’s day-and-date openings 
throughout the world might also 


offset any impending product short- 
age for first run situations. Silver- 
stone reported upon his return from 
Latin America that the day-and- 
date system had paid off via larger 
grosses when tested overseas, 


OBJECTIONS TO POMMER 


War Dept. was served this week 
with a brief by the Motion Picture 
Assn. presenting the unofficial views 
of the industry on l'affaire Erich 
Pommer. Strong objection is made 
to the efforts of Pommer to build 
up the German film industry end 
export its product. Uneguivocal 
100% objection is made to export- 
ing any pictures made under the 
Nazi regime, “even if they are fairy 
tales.” ‘ 

Brief was presented, over the 5)&- 
nature of Francis Harmon, V-P. 
the MPA and of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn., tc Howard Petersen, 
Assistant Secretary of War. It fel- 
lews verbal objections previe 
made by Harmon and film industry 
leaders against activities of Pom- 
mer, who as a civilian employee of 
the American Military Government, 
is in ciarge of German film indus 
try rehabilitation. 

War Dept., meantime, issued & 
denial of charges that Pommer was 
using the German program to “pre 
mete himself” and stated it wa 
“fully satisfied” with his work. In- 
dicating that he has the Depart- 
ment’s full confidence, his contract 
was extended for 60 days beyond 
July 1, when it would have expired. 

At the same time, however, De 


partment acknowledged it had — 
firsthand knowledge of what ™ 
industry, 


going on in the German 
inasmuch as a great deal of auton 
omy is allowed local commanders. 
It said it had no knowledge of plans 
for exporting Nazi films, 4S - 
been charged, but didn't deny -" 
plans could be afoot without ws 
knowledge. In any case, in @ letter 
to Gordon McDenough, congress 
man representing the Hellye 
district, it gave assurance thal aos 
ing would be done until # comp™ 
investigation had been made. 
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METRO TO DOUBLE PRODUCTION 





Walter Reade’s $3,900,000 Anti-Trust 
Suit Vs. Majors Includes Pard RKO 


Newark, May 13. * 








‘UPS 47 ROSTER 


| 


TO 45 FEATURES 


alter sade S d, Plainfield, Tremendous  stepu in Metro’s 
en. tie ternal anti- | Cummings, Sr. and Jr. , | production s_stepup which has | 
trust suit for $3,900,000 damages | Hold Reins on ‘Ram?’ | boosted the company’s roster of 
against the eight majors in Federal Hollywood, May 13. eebggeree pwned ape po orig 
ane hag reg tyre agtage A Fees. | Father and son, Irving Cummings paabee. seubiaiaae audi’ dinion 
(res Ine., a partner of Reade in a /f0"0" and junior. will function a move to regain ity No. 1 position 
number of New Jersey houses, as among the majors for total gross 


to be filmed for Columbia. The jun- 


, 3 -Broad Theatre Co., | ; 
well as the Nu-B ior Cummings served as a writer on | 


revenue, according to homeofiice ex- 


= : af >w’ ate, Newark: 2 ecutives. Production hypo is also 
operator of Loew's St | several film lots before venturing ee ? a f the 
Essex Amus. Corp., owner of the |: his fi i h due to a gradual easing ofi o re 
Paramount, Newark; Warner Bros. unto nis ate =" aaa. Cee. studio labor tieup and a move by 
Circuit Management Corp. and Stan- Marguerite Chapman has been as- Metro to guarantee its exhibitor 


ley Co. of America. | signed to co-star with Susan Peters 
“Beside »; the money damages, Reade in the picture, which rolls June 16. 
asks for a court order which would 7 
divest the majors of all their thea- 
tres in Essex, Union and Middlesex 
Counties. An injunction restraining 
the maintenance of the current 
clearance system is also demanded. 
Gist of the complaint is the aeons] 
that the Newark clearance system is 
unreasonable because it’s enforced | 
not to benefit Newark theatres, red 
those of affiliates in Elizabeth, 
Cranfield, and New’ Brunswick. 
Among those which are claimed to 
be ahead because of the clearance 
are the State and Rivoli, New Bruns- | 





E-L to Prod. 10 
High-Budgeters: | 
PRC's 20 in 47-48 


Eagle-Lion’s 
the 1947-48 





production program 


wick, in which Reade has a 50% in- for season has been Set | 
terest but RKO operates. at 10 high-budgeters, a slight boost 
Reade’s plaintiff company oper- over the eight made this year in the 


ates three first-runs, the Strand, Ox- 
ford and Paramount, in Plainfield. 


(Continued on page 22) 


company’s first full-session of lens- | 
ing, Arthur Krim, E-L prexy, said 
this week. Lineup was shaped, Krim 
disclosed, at recently completed stu- 
dio meets with Bryan Foy, produc- 
tion chief; Robert Purcell, chairman 
of the Pathe Industries’ board; and 


Dore Schary to Lay Out 
RKO’s Complete Prod. 





Lineup for 18 Months, * W; SevstPer#: veevee i= coarse 


| of sales. 
Dore Schary, RKO’s veepee in! Four of the films, in color, may 
charge of production, is plotting his | cost $2,000,000 or more, apiece. Quar- 


“— y for 
company’s filmaking activities “Kenny,” starting July 1; 


the next 18 months to avoid the | tet are 


pitfalls of too little or too great; “Montana,” in August; “Rainbow 
a backlog. RKOer, who planed for | Ridge, ” Aug. 20; and “Prince Val- 
the Coast Sunday (11) following) jant” Sepi. 15. E-L will also re- 


one week of New York huddles, will \lease six films of ‘J. 
reach final decision on overall pro-) quring coming year. 


duc tion - ae Rong f ing ott Production blueprint for PRC, an- 
jong-range program. to avoid the | other Pathe subsid, calls for 20 films 
ong-range 

panic that comes trom short-term | Guring 2887-8, rm tal, While a 
ervey Scnaty declared am to, eed lot, some of the PRC pix will 
taking of. mind, he'll | 'be farmed out. Each of the 10 E-L 


With that target in 
pix is budgeted for over $1,000,000, 
announce to company staffers the | secentina 4's cempehy pret. 


full 18-month product lineup at) 
RKO’; general sales convention, set | 
for July 7 at the Waldorf- Astoria | 

(N.Y.). ‘With production costs at) Casey Robinson, Back 
their current peak levels, Schary | 
explained, it’s imperative to avoid | 


building up too great a stock of | 
eee aol unreleased pix. A| Casey Robinson returned to New 


sudden drop in business and de- | York Sunday (11) by plane after a 


Arthur Rank 





jin various stages of 


From Paris, Setting Duo 


customers a consistent flow of prod- 
uct. 

With more than 30 pictures now 
completion, it 


| Robert Montgomery as star 


was disclosed this week that Metro | 


is currently prepping 15 mor:> 
before the cameras within the next 
10 weeks. This will put the studio’s 
production activities at highest peak 
in years. 
ever, of a concurrent stepup in 
releases, although Metro 
declared this would be done as soon 
as possible, if it’s found the market 
can absorb more product. 

Metro, which at «ne time led the 
majors consistently in net revenue 


(Continued on Page 22) 


Bank Bldg. Takeover 
Blooey as N.Y. Theatre 


Negotiations by Boris Garner and 
| Noel Meadow for 
reconstruction 
| Savings Bank building on 
| street, N. Y., into a foreign-language 
| 





pic house, have been broken off. 
Pair deemed the terms of the build- 
| ing’s owner too far out of line. 
Garner and Meadow, who dis- | 
tribute foreign product 


to go | 


MPEA States 


There's no indication, how- | 


officials | 


'N.J, Allied Head Sees End of Product 


" 
! 
i 


Pinch; Majors Reduced Backlog Of 


Pix Evidences 





Satevepost Yarn Next 
For Montgomery at U-I 
Hollywood, May 13 
Universal - International bought 
screen rights to “Come Be My Love,” 
a forthcoming Satevepost serial, and | 
announced it as a double chore for 
and di- 
rector. 
Filming starts when Montgomery 
completes his current star-director 
job in “Ride the Pink Horse.” 


Conditions For 
Going Into Reich 


Motion Picture Export Assn. will 
delay going into distribution in Ger- 
many unless the U. S. Military Gov- 
ernment in charge there provides 





the takeover and | 
of the old American | 
42nd | 


here via | 


necessary facilities, Irving Maas, 
MPEA general manager, explained 
\this week on his return after five 
weeks overseas. 
Explaining why 
into German distribution on July 1 
as planned, Maas first wanted assur- 
ance that American employees in the 
| distrib setup have one real meal 
| daily; secondly, staffs should be 
made available; thirdly, facilities in- 
cluding branch office quarters in 


their Vog Films, planned alteration | Berlin, Munich, Stuttgart, Frankfort, 
of the bank structure into a 299-seat | Hamburg and in possibly a couple of 


house for the exhibition of their own 


other cities, be provided, and finally, 


and other pix from abroad. Project | the MPEA be given the distribution 
would have been located directly | Of the Anglo-American government 


across the street from the Interna- 
tional theatre, 
guage house, to be built by Arthur 
Mayer and associates. 


also a foreign-lan- |} 


| newsreel. 
| Maas explained that the MPEA 
would be unable to operate if such 


(Continued on page 22) 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, May 13. 


sal-International to screenplay “The 
Mortal Coil,” based on his own 
novel, “The Giaconda Smile.” . 

|RKO borrowed Howard da Silva | 
from Paramount for a featured role 
| in “Your Red Wagon.” ... Bob Lan- 





clining costs would, otherwise, find | 
the company with expensive goods 
on its hands. 

At the same time, Schary con- 
tinued. it’s equally important for) 
the company to have a sufficient | 
backlog to properly exploit films in| 
advance. Another reason, he said, 
is to avoid sudden demands for rus 
work when the outfit finds a dwin- 
dling supply of completed films to, 
meet playing-time demands. 

Schary levelled his fire at present 
critics of Hollywood's filmmakers | 
who've recently been extolling for- 
eign producers. American produc- 
ers turn out far better pix depicting 
scenes in other countries than do 


‘foreigners who attempt to limn the) 


U.S., he added. “While their films 
of America merely travesty us, fail- 
ing to realistically portray our 
customs and mannerisms, U.S. pic- 
tures of overseas lands catch the 
spirit of those countries,” he de- 
Clared. As instances, Schary cited 
“Mrs. Miniver,” “Wuthering 
Heights.” “Cavalcade,” etc. 


AMPA’s $4,000 Fund 


Rutgers Neilson, Associated Mo- 
tion Picture Advertisers retiring 
prexy, in handing over the reins to 
the new administration, is 
Over the greatest amount 
AMPA has shown in the 
years. More than $4,000 
AMPA’s coffers when he 
down, 
for the relief fund. 

Most of this coin was raised at the 
recent anni dinner-dance and via the 
journal printed for the affair, 


of coin 
last 10 
was in 
stepped 


turning | 


bulk of which is designated | 


two-week Paris stay where he vis- 
ited his wife, ballerina Tamara Tou- 


/manova who's starring at the Paris | | Selena Royle draws 


| Opera. Before planing to the Coast 


the same evening he revealed that Nunnally 


|! he will. produce “The Mating of 
| McGonigle” for Columbia. With 
| screenplay written’by the producer, 


| Evelyn Keyes and Glenn Ford 
| starred. 
Following “McGonigle” Robinson 


will turn his energies loose on “Rain 
Before Seven” which he'll produce 
| in association with Harry Joe Brown. 


| 


| He said that shooting will probably 
' get underway in San Francisco, pic- 
ture’s natural locale, early in Sep- 
tember. Producer, who's already 
completed the screenplay, may also 
direct. Film will have an eight-star 
cast headed by Henry Fonda, Peter 
Lorre and Vincent Price. 

For the principal femme parts, 
Robinson said he’s hunting for two 
new faces and has spent a lot of 
time rounding up prospects. While 


on the Coast this summer he'll hold | 


screen tests and gander as much new 


| talent as pogsible. Although it’s 
rather indefinite at the moment 
what distrib will release “Rain,” 


| Robinson said it would probably be 
Columbia. 
Commenting on _ his 
from Paris, 
was held for two hours in 
while French customs officials ar- 
gued with a passenger whether a set 
of dishes could or could not be 
ltaken. Adverse flying weather de- 
“layed the plane still further and the 
ship finally landed in New York | 
}at 4a. m. hours behind schedule. 


plane trip 


h | film is slated to roll June 1 with | 


Robinson said the flight | 
Paris | 


bag Life photog, will play a lensman 
| i “Dream Girl” at Paramount... 
a mother role in 


“Cass Timberiane” at Metro . 
Johnson acquired screen 
rights to “The Great Snow,” a novel 


by Henry Morton Robinson, Reader's 
Digest editor . . Lucille Fletcher 
screenplayed her own radio story, 
“Sorry. Wrong Number,” for filming 
| by Hal B. Wallis... William Cagney 
started shooting “The Time of Your 
Live” at General Service with H. C. 
Potter directing. 


Reed Hadley, recently with 20th- 
Fox, does his first freelance chore | 
as narrator for the Lindsay Parsons 
picture, “Louisiana.” ...George Raft 
returned to work in Samuel Bis- 
choff’s “Intrigue” after thre days in 
the hospital... Five veterans of the 
silent screen, Wyndham Standing, 
Colin Kenny, Robert Haines, Rich- 


ard R. Neill and Jack Richardson, 
will appear in “Memory of Love” at | 
| RKO...Curt Siodmak and James 


Gunn assigned to screenplay “The 
| Persian Cat’ which William Jacobs | 
' will produce for Warners, 

Ewing Scott, who filmed “Igloo” at 
the Arctic Circle, will make another 
frigid picture, “Harpoon,” 
ing Sea area this summer.. 


.Johnny 


Indrisano, former pugilist, signed as | 


technical adviser 
“Killer McCoy” 


on fight scenes in 
at Metro.. 


bia will be “I Shoot the News,” based 
| on the adventures of a newsreel pho- 


i tographer...Frank Butler’s daughter, | reins on “The Two Worlds of John- 
Carolyn, draws a featured role in;ny Truro,” based on the George | 
“Dream Girl” at Paramount... |Sklar novel recently purchased by 


Thomas Mitchell checked in at War- 


Aldous Huxley signed by Univer- | 


in the Ber- | 


.Martin | 
| Mooney’s third production at Colum- | 


| ners for the first time in six years 
for a role in “Silver River”...Clem 
McCarthy, race horse announcer, will 
_ make a special trailer for the Jeffrey 


| Bernerd indie production, “Black 
| Gold.” 
| Mike Mazurki signed to play 


Bruno the Strong Man in carnival 
sequences for “Nightmare Alley” at 
20th-Fox ... Jack LaRue to London 
for a featured role in “Orchids for 
Miss Blandish,” to be produced by 
Renown Pictures . . . Grant Why- 
tock assigned to produce “D’Artag- 


nan,” which Edward Small Produc- 
| tions will make for Columbia re- 
‘lease ... Monte Blue and Jonathan 


Hale signed for heavy roles in “Sil- 
jver River,’ co-starring Ann Sheri- 
| dan and Errol Flynn at Warners... 
| “The Night Raiders” is the release 
jtag on “The Romance of Rosy 
| Ridge” at Metro .. . Janet Leigh 
| drew a featured role in “If Winter 
Comes” at Metro... Judy Garland's 
infant daughter, Liza Minnelli, makes 
her screen bow in Metro's “The Pi- 
rate,” directed by her father, Vin- 
_cente Minnelli .. . Metro borrowed 


Zachary Scott from Warners for one | 


| of the lead roles in 
| lane.” 

Buster Crabbe draws the male 
lead in “The Seahound,” cliffhanger, 
to be produced by Sam Katzman for 
Columbia Howard McCrorey, 
‘champion bulldogger, signed for a 
rodeo stunt in “Two Guys’ from 
| Texas” at Warners . . . Elliott Nu- 
gent will shoot several sequences 
in Manhattan and upstate New York 
for “Ever the Beginning.” to be 
filmed by United States Pictures for 
Warners release .. . Norman Jolly, 


“Cass Timber- 


former radio director, joined the 
cast of “Whiplash” at Warners .. . | 
Henry Blanke draws production | 


Warners. 


MPEA won't go} 


Speedier Releasing 


+ Product pinch which beset the in- 


|dustry as a major postwar develop- 
ment and had exhibs demanding 
Government probes of distribs, is 
definitely over, according to Edward 
| Lachman, New Jersey Allied’s 
| prexy. Speaking for an organiza- 
j tion which cried loudest against 
| claimed conscious holding-back by 
| the majors, Lachman says an over- 
all boost in releases by all companies 
has eased the picture in the past 
month. 

As a consequence of the sharp rise 
in releases which has had its effect 
{in many phases of the industry, Al- 
lied is reconsidering its proposal to 


foster indie production which was 
aimed to ease the pinch, it’s been 
learned. Plan comes up for recon- 


sideration at the next national board 
meet of Allied and may well be 
tabled. The board meet is slated for 
the next month or gs0, it’s said, 
Meanwhile, Allied has withheld 
inking a pact with any of the indie 
producers who were prepared to go 
ahead on production, provided the 
theatre group guaranteed a minimum 
of playing~ dates. Organization, it’s 
understood, has signed some 90% of 
its members to contracts which agree 
to take at least four pix out of the 
12 to be produced with cancellation 
rights on the other eight. 
Dip In Reissues 
With plenty of new product now 
available in the exchanges, another 
repercussion noted by exhibs is @ 


(Continued on page 22) 


Irving Lazar’s s Indie 


Film Production With 
Chas. Jackson, Moss Hart 


Irving Lazar is going into inde- 
pendent production, pzobably via 
Eagle-Lion release which he may 
set this week, following his resigna- 
tion from E-L.as veepee in charge of 
eres t. Lazar tees off with “A 
Murder .Story,” Charles Jackson's 
newest, following his “Fall of Valor” 
with which Warner Bros. (Jerry 
Wald) presently is toying to get an 
acceptable shooting script. 

Moss Hart will be associated with 
Lazar in his indie venture, that tie 
dating from “Winged Victory” which 
the playwright authored for the 
AAF while Capt. Lazar was in the 
Air Force. Hart's pix will be part 
of the Lazar independent film pro- 
ductions, just as the latter has al- 
ways had a stake in any of Hart’s 
legit ventures. 

Kenneth Thomson succeeds Lazar 
as Bryan Foy’s aide at E-L, which 
in effect was his predecessor's duties. 
Like Lazar, who is an alumnus of 
the Morris agency and Music Corp. 
of America, Thomson also has 
had agency experience with the 
Morris office and latterly with Uni- 
versal-International. 








Benn Jacobson Exits 

Benn Jacobson, Eagle-Lion’s east- 
ern studio rep, has resighed effec- 
| tive immediately. His successor has 
already been selected, company said, 
and would be disclosed shortly. 
Jacobson will go indie production 
with his first film to be “The Mas- 
ter’s Chair,” melodrama on which 
he has an option. 

PRC execs are talking a releasing 
,}deal on “Chair” and any later pro- 
| ductions which Jacobson may turn 
out. He heads to Coast this week 





Marathon Set | to Start 


Frank Satenstein, prexy of the 
newly formed Marathon Pictures, 
motored to the Coast from New 
York Monday (12) where he'll hud- 
dle with story head Max Wilk. 
Firm's first production is slated to 
roll at the Sutherland Studios early 
in July. 

Associate producer Robert Joseph 
is flying from New York later to join 
the confabs. Company, backed by 
Harry Brandt and Arthur Mayer, 
has a release deal with PRC. Budg- 
_ets are scheduled to range from 
$100,000 to $200,000. © 
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Lamarr In Second 


















United Artists Hit 


sp SHONORED LAD 
(Hunt Stro berg- UA) 
Jack Chertok 


Producel sei 
Director cr aobert Stevenson 


Screenp!o _.Edmvu ’ 

Based on play by Margaret 

er Barnes and Edword 
Sheldon 

PhotogroP _abucien Andriot 
roduction desig". 
direction.- Nicol Remisoft 
Music score Carmen Dragon 
Edited bY--"" hn Foley 
ost; Hedy Lameorr, ennis 
‘Keefe, Jone Loder, William 
Lundige", Morris Carnovsky¥ 
Paul Cavanes _N alie Scho 
fer Dovg!as ille, Mat- 

et Hamil? Nicholas Joy, 


mes Flavin. 
87 minutes) 


pearance 





Hedy Lamarr’s OP 
in the starring Fo of “Dis- 
honored Lady.” under she 
preera e unt Stzom- no fe 
rg, > Vv ing i takes dramatic Ov 
to become @ top-grossing ot- Dennis O Keefe does excep 
traction Tor United Artists. " tionally well in the serious 
follows Miss Lomeorr acting gssignment of the doctor, an 
hit in ’strange J also ° n Loder gives impressive 
@ Stromberg picture, and al- individuality to, the million- 
ways the successor 10 @ suc- aire suitor. wilttieom Lundigen 
cess outdistances the box: is spendid as the editorial as 
office take © he origine sistant who urprisingly 
“Dishon dy" lends it- believobly turns killer. He ‘9 
self to exploitation end rest now ready to resume the co 
ssured thot ple-borrelled reer (" Hollyw that wes 
mampoigns \ be at the interrupted by his wor service 
exhibitor’s commary Much Morris Carno sky rakes 
will doubtless be made of the very adyantod # the op 
fact the plot is be on tunities © ered by his psy: 
stag lay once performed chiatrist role. lie Schafer 
y K tharine Corne |, first shines brightly clever 
lady of the theatre. and attractive blonde confi- 
. Lameorr) is dante. Paul Cavanagh is an 
48 other ma cauvg y Miss La- 
ond, ofter marr’s © publisher 
Margoret Hamilton amuses os 
$ 
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. & _ Business at most Broadway first- | (Tues.) night dipped to good $65,000 
All-time house records are skedded B d Gr up well at the Orpheum in its second! .4< is decidely offish this week, | following lusty $80,000 for second 
“ok h this k by Jack roa way osses week, being close to normal firsi et “ a “s ; ’ and smash $100,000 initial round. 
to be broken here week by Jac week there. | With vast majority of deluxe thea- “Imperfect Lady” (Par) opens next 
Benny whose fifirst vaude appearence Estimated Total Gross Estimates din” This Week tres coasting with extended hold-| Wednesday (21). 
in some 10 years is giving the Chi- This Week $642,000 Clay (Roesner) (400: 65-85)—“This , Over bills. Sole big opener this ses- Radice City Music Hali (Rockefel- 
cago a colossal week. Tremendous (Based on 26 theatres) , | Happy Breed” (U) (3d wk). Pleasing! sion is “Duel in Sun,” playing sansj|lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Egg and I” 
stage show of Benny and most of his Last ee $725,000 | $2,700. Last week, a fine $3.100. | stageshow at the Capitol and day- (U) and stageshow (83d wk). Hold- 
er , is lifting “Easy Come, nak aes Sh semen | Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—“Duel! date with 38 Loew neighborhood | @8.UP remarkably well, with fancy 
radio troupe — ; g s (Based on 16 theatres) in Sun” (SRO) Sock $60,000 Last B ; $120,000 likely this stanza: second 
Easy Go” to indicated record-break- | week. “George Apley” (20th), disap- theatres in metropolitan N. Y¥. area. was sturdy $128,000, Stays a fourth 
ing $114,900. S.R.O. crowds are forc- | , .- . ome pointing $17,500. ’ ~ | Not a single new, important picture | week, with “Great Expectations” (U) 
ing Benny to six and “eight shows | Stallion Nice $13, 000 Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) | WAS launched in competition with} Set to open May 22, en. 
daily, a far cry from old two-a-day | | Cj |—“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) plus| this preem. But with most nabes ag = _ oer pes 
, > irs re re vaude headed by Grace McDonald runnin “Duel only one week, | » rnes P ~ : pa 4 
cana: ae Fan Senn: SAN, el n iIncy; ‘Apley’ 133 G : and Lester Cole Debutantes. Nice | 4 hee This, too, feeling offish tone but 
great show Dud topped Denny Kaye's | Cincinnati, May 13 7,000, Last week, “Likely Story’ several new pictures are siated tO) plenty okay at $12,000 or a bit over 
“e age 4 ne 7 —s Biz in general for major ‘houses | (RKO) plus vaude headed by Three | °Pe? shortly. | after py ay $18,000 initial round. 
d ble awl at ow ly . “Bor “4 to | Continues merely so-so. “George Ap- Stooges and Jeri Sullivan, $17,000. | No question but that the abrupt | * ms in 01 a rt ms as a 
Kill” aa * ‘Likely Story,” with fair | ley” at the Albee, which is dropping} Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)—| arrival of summer heat 0: Mon-| fa oe se o-ao = bi 
$21,000. Holdovers are entrenched in | | Stage shows for a spell, has a slight| “Bel Ami” (Indie) (2d wk). Only! day and Tuesday this week will dent | pe $7 500. but , ‘t hold - sae 
other houses with little indication | /®8¢ ©, “Stallion Road” for top lau- | $1,700. Last week, $2,200. trade at nearly all houses | Bi $7,900, but won't hold. In ahead, 
; oy Bisa a rels this session, both with nice| Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- | ahhey sh hy ten | Big Fix” (PRC) was about same. 
that they'll do better than mild biz) cere “Parmer’s Daug -”? “Goo of | 85 )—“Foo « ” ) Wa “Duel,” playing at upped scale, | “Shoot to Kill” (SG) comes in next 
even though there is slight spill over | W°XS; “Farmer's Daughter,” “Sea of | 85)—“Egg and I” (U) (2d wk). Held : pnt | Friday (16). 
from the Chicago. . Grass and “Egg and I are strongest up to sturdy $26,000 or near. Last| looks to reach a sock $83,000 o1 cs ay ‘ sii @ a 
sti : , =e ‘Egg” is concluding a rec- | week, new record at sock $34,000 | thereabouts albeit quite a way from| Bivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25)— 
Estimates for This Week ord six-week run at Keith's this | Paramount (Par) (2.646; 55-85)— } cord hit last New Year's |. ‘Other Love (UA). Opens today 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—‘Jolson | stanza i “Bedelia” (E-L). Mild $14,000. Last ——e btn at _. rw ~, _ | (Wed.), Last week, seventh for “Far- 
Story” (Col) (26th wk). Fairly! Estimates for This Week | wee k. “Blaze of Noon” (Par) andg| Week. Picture took a terrific beating | mer’s Daughter” (RKO) finished off 
steady $15,000. Last week, $16,000. | Albee (RKO) (3.100: 55-70)—/ “L adies ’ Man” (Par), about samé¢ from crix, and it undoubtedly in-| at $23,000 in final eight days: sixth 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)—“Easy reorge Apley” (20th). Favorable | Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.80-| fuenced the business at the Cap, | WaS nice $28,000. 
Come” (Par) with Jack Benny and $13,500 Last week. “Way With Wom- |$2.40)—‘‘Henry V” (33d wk). Climbed | Film teed off with smash biz open- | Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
company On stage heading to break en (WB) and Louis Jordan Tym-| to $3,500. Last week, nice $2,800. | ing day, last Wednesday (7), being | “Homestretch” (20th) with Hazel 
all house records in city with her-| P8ny Five, others, on stage at 55-95c| St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 55-85 )— | biggest of run. Trade perked nicely | Scott, Henny Youngman, Carl Ra- 
culean $114,000 or close. Last week, scale, satisfactory $24,000. House will | “Calcutta” (Par) (4th wk). Okay | last Saturday (10) but slipped on|vazza heading stagebill (4th-final 
“Cross My Heart” (Par) with Car-|"¢mew vaudfilm policy at intervals | $8.000.~Last week, $9,500. Sunday and dropped down abruptly | wk). Third stanza ending last (Tues.) 
men Cavallaro orch on stage, $50,000,| Until hot weather. __ | United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,207;| on Monday (12). Also figured that|/ night went down to $60,000 after 
Garrick (B&K) (900: 95)—“Angel | Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70 )—“Sea | 55-85) —“‘Fun On Week-End” (UA).| spotting the picture into so many | sturdy $73,500 for second. Big in pere 
and Badman” (Rep) (3d wk). Light of Grass” (M-G) (2d wk). All right! Thin $8,500. Last week, “Affairs Bel! nabes at virtually the same scale aS |son stageshow headed by Jack Benny, 
$10,000. Last week, solid $14,000. $9,000 after stout $13,500 opening! Ami” (UA) (2d wk). $5,500. | the Cap cut into trade at Metro’s/ Phi] Harris, Rochester, with “Brashe 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—‘Mac- week. | United Nations (FW) (1,149; 55- | flagship house. ; er Doubloon” (20th) opens on May 
omber Affair” (UA) (3d wk). Mild Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70)— | 95)—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Great at; Only other new entries were at | 21. Show is in only for two weeks. 
) $13,000. Last week, $15,000. “Happened in Brooklyn” *(M-G) (2d| $15,000. Last week, “Best Years”| the bandbox Rialto and the State. State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
Oriental (Essaness) (3.400: 95)—| Wk). Mild $6,500 trailing moderate | (RKO) (8th wk), oke $7,000 in 6 days, | Former did only average $7,500 with | «poq House’ (UA) @d run) with 
“Michigan Kid” (U) with Andrews | $10,000 first round, Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85)—| “Violence.” State, playing second Wally Brown, Chucho Martinez 
Sisters on stage (2d wk). Return Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)—“Egg | “Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf”) run on “Red House” with Wally Salici Puppets topping vaude. Mild S| 
engagement within a year was too|@md I” (U) (6th wk). Winding up; (WB) (reissues), Fair $17,000. Last Brown, Chucho Martinez and Salici $23,500. Last week, “Happened in 4 
soon for Chi vaude which with added | Un, a new house record, with smash | week, “Carnival Costa Rica” (20th), | Puppets heading stagebill, will be Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d run) with 
stiff competition from Benny indi- weyre CREOD Cl aoo, yn er A nee. |" p reap yr an will be “Egg and I,” Jerry Wayne, Mario & Floria, Fred ; 
cates about $35,000. Last week, strong! ,.“¥ . ’ > BO- 10 — ng - “ ) . . tha | Lowery heading vaude, $28,000. é 
> WV ; ; “ with neat $120,000 or close for the ~ ware ® wah. OR . 
—_— 5) Sronpeona at Bay” (Col) Okay $50 . 9 ° third week at the Music Hall. This|,,Stramd (WB) (2.756; 75-$1.50)— H 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95 )— Born : ; x ° gy is enough to win it a fourth stanza, Love and Learn” (WB) and Ina Ray 
to Kill’ (RKO) and “Likely Story” | 500. Last week, “Easy Come” (Par) - “Cre: ‘xpectations” set. to | Hutton orch, Lenny Kent, Phil Brito ; 
“ ~roggig ? —— and “Cigarette Girl” (Col), sad $3,500. with Great Expectations set - to _ Seg oeyy F gpeorty, oo : 
(RKO). Fair $21,000. Last week, Pal (RKO) (2.600: 55-70) follow on May 22. Also in the strong others, on stage (2d wk). Down to } 
“Ramrod” (UA) and “Susie Steps “Stallion Road” (WB). Pleas ie $13.- category is “Carnegie Hall.” While $38,000 after only $41,000 opening H 
Out” (UA), $23,000. 000. - A ee AS eter Rh os ae | taking it on the chin at the Winter | week. Initial week's figure was high- E 
mane ae) Se o-4e ast (RKO). big $17,000 S Laugnter t. ce |Garden when “Duel” opened across 7A meg arty, ig third wit 
zona” (Col) an exas” (Col) (re- : =, i nes street, it will do solid $33,000 in | “Sea Hawk” and “Sea Wo 
issues). Okay $11,500. Last week, } .,. Shubert (REO) £2,190; 55-70 )— | ond week there. And shapes | (WB), two reissues, due in after that 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) | Farmer's Daughtei (RKO) (m.0.). } . les nice $12,000 for initial holdover | Sans stageshow. t 
(reissue) and “Backlash” (20th), | a ae Last week, ryigeet Stale am « Pit, te 13 | session at Park Avenue. Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— | 
$9.300. on ifth Ave.” (Mono) (m.o.), PY dven of spring weather is fur- | “Other Love” opens today (Wed.)| “Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). Get- , 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— | $8,900. y cow a fey a at both | at the Rivoli after seven big weeks | ting nice $9,Q00 in second round of F 
“Stallion Road” (WB) (3d wk). Only ila ae “Wormers Daughter” ee an Michi. | with _varmer’s a eusnter Laster return playdate after faney oe 
( . _] . : . "Iw ake 3, for sigh ner, ontinues eas ir 
*istate-Lake “CSKK) C700, 95)—| © Clock’ Tasty $19,000, | gan ocks vest of new entries with | Gays.Sioncymaon” opens next Sat-|weeke Conn Sw ®t ; 
“California” (Ps , ij Ter? AOQ:?) 2: 7eeK y. rday (17) ¢ alace. i (UA) (1,312; 60- : 
$17,500. Last pind Stout $19,000. Denver; Apley $10,500 | Fifth Avenue” looks good at United | "Jack cng phil fone Rochester | $1.20)—-"Carnenic Hall” (UA) (2g i 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 95)— Denver, May 13. | Artists. “Best Years” at the Down-| and other stars from Benny's radio| wk). Suffered a bit when “Duel : 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d Despite heavy weekend rains, most | town” is pacing the holdovers. show head the in-person stagesbow | opened across street, but still robust 
wk). Publicity keeving it potent at houses here are doing fair to fine. Estimates for This Week opening May 21 at Roxy with | at $33,000 after great $46,000 opening 
$22.000. Last Mss 7523800. “Johnny O'Clock” looks like the best] agams (Balaban) (1.740: 70-95)-—| Brasher Doubloon.” Bill is in for | frame. May stay five or six weeks, 
 Weea Rpm (1.200: 95-$1.80) bet in town. “Farmer’s Daughter” is “The Locket” (RKO) and “Dick only two weeks. It follows the fourth | according to present indications. 
cana” eee \ (O1et wk) | stout on holdover. 1, we ” , week of “Homestretch” with Hazel 
—‘“Best Years” (RKO) (2lst wk). | . Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO) (3d wk). 
& Still holdi . ith $20,000. Last | Estimates for This Week Okay $10,000. Last week. $12,000 Scott and Henny Youngman heading - 
nt $21,000. ™ ae MASS) Alladin §(Fox) (1.400; 35-74)— pb scapes AE itel (U nit 4 De-| stageshow, which finished it third rf 9 
wWaria (Pla house) (Indie) (587: “Macomber | Affair” (UA) nd “So troit) (3 300: 70-05)-—""Ramrod” (UA) week with $60,000. o 
75)—“Carm ay (indie) (4 wk). Dark Night” (Col) (m.o.), Fair $4.-| 2,4 “}ard-Boiled Maloney” (Mono) Estimates for This Week ae OW; D ey 
Showing “ fancy $5,000 Last 500. Last week, “Pursued” (WB) and Nice $15,000 or over ast :-week. Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 
weuk tan” y gone  -ASt) “Little Iodine” (UA) (m.9.), $3,000. |<Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue) and |7~ Best Years” (RKO) (27th wk). 
3 " ee ee, aaa “Yankee Fakir” (Rep), $14,000 Cutting of prices for = () | 136 3 S 
—‘Brother Talks to Horses” (M-G) j . “(Mar ‘oRQ: ' 6C-90)— | JUSt what the doctor ordere ere. nl ts 
’ and “Lighthouse” (PRC). Fine $8,000. |. cinema, (Marten) (250; 66-90)— | 7 oois $32,500, fine, or slightly better y ’ po 
Holds, Last week, “Adventure in| .eeK “Children of Paradise” (indie) | this, frame after $32,000 for 26th 
Music” (Indie), good $7,500. WT gree week, Kansas City, May 13. 
; ap)_.| (2d wk), $1,000. } i . y, May 
qemham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)—| “Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; $1-| ,,. Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)—) Biz is moderate this week, with 
‘Suddenly Spring” (Par) (3d wk)! ¢150)—“Best Years” (RKO) (6th Mons. Verdoux” (UA) (5th wk). ; 1 , senna alee 
and “Danger Street” (Par). Good|\\i) Lofty $14,000. Last week Continues to slide with only $12,000 | town eimoss evenly divided between 
Ops | 00 $12,000. Last ‘ week, “Suddenly | $17,000 pies ; ‘ — this stanza after $15,000 last | new bills and holdovers. “George 
Spring” (Par) (2d wk), good $11,500 ox -Michige > 76-95) | WEeK. Apley” is first film in the new Fo 
‘ Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35- Ta MR hg Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; $1-$1.50) Pri : Mtise- 
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Benny, His Radio Stars Hypo ‘Easy’ 
To All-Time Chi High, Gigantic 1146: 
Born Kill’ 216, Brooklyn’ 226, 2d 


Chicago, May 138. 





draw. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) 
—"That’s My Man” (Rep) and 


0-75) 
(3,000; 50-75) | 493s tetas 
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4 days, $1.500, and “George 
Apley” and “Magnificent Rogue,” 3) 
days, fair $1,500. 

(RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 





‘Duel’ Sockeroo $75,000 
For 2 Frisco Houses 


San Francisco, May 13. 

Most biz is off here this week. Out- 
standing exception is “Duel in Sun,” 
day-dating the Fox and United Na- 
tions. It will be smash both spots 
despite bad reviews. “Farmer's 
Daughter,” with stageshow headed 
by Grace McDonald, also is nice at 
Golden Gate. “Egg and I” is holding 














and “The Big Fix” (PRC). Best in 
town at solid $25,000. Last week, 

, Come” (Par) with Tex 
Beneke and Glenn Miller Orch, 








Holdovers Holding Out Bway Biz; 
‘Duel’ Sock $83,000, ‘Egg’ Fancy 1206 
In 3d, ‘Hall’ Musical 456 in 2 Spots 


—‘Odd Man Out” (U) (4th wk). 
Third frame ended last ‘Tues.) night 
held up nicely at $25,000 after big 
$35,000 for second. Stays on natur- 





























Midwest trio of Tower, Uptown and 


“ 7 “Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Ghost Rs 7 10 —‘Due! in Sun” (SRO) (2d wk). : ; 

Prolonged mm ge Rene Me Goes Wild” (Rep) day-date with | Darr = wes oo agg For initial week endin last (Tues.) | Fairway, but won't stay ‘more than 
cool weather is sending natives into | Webber. Nice $15,000. Last week.) (20th) and “Backlash” (20th),| Might looks sock $83,000 or near but|a week. “Imperfect Lady” is getting 
the cinemas instead of parks and ‘Macomber Affair (UA) and “So | $23.000. far from house record, Playing with- fair play at the Newman. Weather 
outdoor recreation spots, and grosses | Dark Night” (Col), also Webber,| Madison (United Detroit) (1,866;|0Ut stageshow and upped scale. | vi) i, cool for this time of year. 
at the big houses are still sturdy. good $16,000. ° - 50-60)—“Lady in Lake” (M-G) and | Opening day was strongest, with biz Estimates for This Week 
“That's My Man,” teamed with “It’s|,, Esquire (Fox) | (742; 35-74)—| «The Man I Love” (WB). Average falling off nearly every day since, ates for s Wee 
A Joke, a. ” leads the city with a| George Apley” (20th) and “Mag-/| $2,100 in 3 days. Last week, “13 Rue | dip being very abrupt starting Mon- Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 45- 
sock week at Ambassador. “Buck nificent Rogue” (Rep). after three| Madeline” (20th) and “Fabulous| @ay. _Last week, “Smash- a (U) | 65)—"“The Westerner” (FC) (reis- 
Privates Come Home” and “Devil | days last week. Mild $3,500. Last week, | Suzanne” (Rep), $2,100 in 3 days. and Xavier Cugat orch (4th wk), | sue). A natural for this house, solid 
on Wheels” is runnerup at the huge “Carnival Costa Rica . (20th) and Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039: fine $58,000 in six days. $7,000 gives theatre a fine start on 

; Fox. “Yearling” still is a hefty a of Wild Horses” (Col) (2d 70-959—“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) | new solo policy. Last week housé@ 
wk). 


was in combo with Uptown and Faire 
way, playing “Ragtime Band” (20th) 
(reissue ), 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)—“Care 


A Jo , “Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and} others, on stage, big $38,000. ally. men” (Indie) (3d wk), Fair $3,000, 

Last wedi ade a pte n Pine) “Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) (2d Palms-State- United Detroit) | Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— | Last week, $3,500. 

and “The Guilty” (Mono), $20,000. wk). Trim $14,000. Last week, strong | (2.976: 70-95) — “Blaze of Noon” | “Macomber Affair” (UA) (4th wk). Midland (Loew’s) (8,500; 45-65)— 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—"Buck | $18,000. ue (Par) and “Violence” (Mono), Nice | Slipping with the others, with good | “Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Down to 

Priv ates Come Home” (U). and Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74 )— | $16, 000 or near. Last week, “Fabu- | $25,500 likely this stanza after solid | $12,000. Last week, fine $17,000. 
“Devil on Wheels” (PRC). Nice “George Apley” (20th) and Mag- | lous Dorseys’ 4 (UA) and *“Abie’s - | $31,000 for last. Stays fifth round. Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 

$22,000. Last week, “Stallion Road” | nificent Rogue” (Rep), after three | Irish Rose” (UA), $18,000. Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— | 65)—“Imperfect Lady” (Par). Oka 


(WB) and “Last Frontier Uprising” | days last 


week. Thin $7,000. Last | 


United Artists (United Detroit) 





“Hit Parade of 47” (Rep). Down to 





$13,000. Last week, “Suddenly It’s 


i G 

p 
; 
i) 
- 





(Rep), $21,000. week, “Carnival Costa Rica” (20th)| (1.941; 70-95)—“Happened on Sth| $7,500 after fairish opener at $11,500. | Spring” (Par) (2d wk), strained a bit 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — |and “King of Wild Horses” (Col) | Avenue” (Mono) and “Riding Cali- | “The Guilty” (Mono) comes in next | to go two stanzas and so-so $9,000. : 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Big $18,-| (2d wk), 4 days, good $4,000; and) formnia Trail” (Mono). Good $14,- | Saturday (17). Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— Bi 
000 after wham, $25,000 opener. “Late George Apley” and “Magnifi-| 000. Last week, “George Apley”| Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) “Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) and is 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) — | cent Rogue. 3 days, good $4,500. (20th) and “Code of West” (RKO), | — ‘Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (6th | “Accomplice” (PRC) (2d wk). Trim e 
“Love and Learn” (WB) and Rialto (Fox) (878: 35-74)—*Pur- | $17,000. wk), Off to $17,000, but still profit- | $9,000. Last week, nice $13,000. te 
“Smash-Up” (U) (2d run). Nice | sued” (WB) and “Little Iodine” (UA) able. Fifth session was $18,000. Tampico (Dickinson) (750; 65)— ip 
$13,000. Last week, “Carnival Costa | (m.o.). Meagre 33,000. Last week, | Sess | Stays on. “Possessed” (WB) opens | “Baker's Wife” (Indie). Rather list- - 
Rica” (20th) and “George Apley”| “Best Years” (RKO) (8th wk), good Grosses Are Net around May 30. less $1,500. Last week, “All Rome ‘ 
(20th) (2d run), $10,000. 4 $4 4.200. , : Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— Trembled” (Indie), $1,000. , RS 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: 50-75)— Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—‘“Hit Film gross estimates, as re- “Born to Kill” (RKO) (2d wk). Slip- Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- ft 
“Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue) and | Parade 1947” (Rep) and ‘Spoilers of ported herewith from the vari- ping to only $17,000 currently after! west) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— ‘ 
“Cigarette Girl” (Col). Oke $8,000.| North” (Rep). Moderate $6,000. Last ous key cities, are net, ie. with- irly good $25,500 opener. Hoids for | “George Apley” (20th). Introduces | 
wast week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) week, “Beast pe | Fingers” (WB) out the 20% tax. Distributors two extra days beyond second stanza this new first-run theatre _ combo, Ey 
” *Millie’s Daughter” (Col) (m. | and “Brute Man’ RC), big $9,000. share on net take, when playing with “Honeymoon (RKO) set to) Moderate $13,000 and won't hold. I 
z $7,500. | Webber (Fox) (750; 35- 74)— percentage, hence the estimated open next Saturday (17). Last week, “Alexander's Ragtime ; 
St Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75) —| “Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Ghost! feures are net income Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50)| Band” (20th) (reissue), day-date 
Caleutta” Par) and “I Cover Big | Goes Wild” (Rep), also Denver Good | The erentiiédie adem ton —“Calcutta” (Par) with Duke Elling- | combo of Esquire, Uptown and Fair- 
own” (Par). Solid $12,509. Last | $4,000. Last wee ee Night” 9] prices uieuemin ag iO ted, te py Meter: — Gate Quartet, Buck | | way. hI tow Ke Up” ips Siokt 
week, “ ” ‘The | | ) rk Night” (Co .| oe ’ rArea, ie ubbles, others, on stage (4t na ower ha ake Up” ( 
Trap* Odd Man Out” (U) and “The | fair'$3.000, ‘So Da clude the U.S. amusement tax. wk). 


(Mono) (2d wk), $7,000. Third week concluded last! $6,500. 
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THE PARK AVENUE THEATRE HAS BEEN A COMPLETE SELLOUT AND THE ADVANCE SALE 
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1S VERY HEAVY IT MIGHT ALSO INTEREST YOU TO KNOW THAT NO AUDIENCE HAS | 























_EVER ENJOYED A MOTION PICTURE LIKE CARNEGIE HALL AFTER EACH ARTISTS 
PERFORMANCE THERE 1S SPONTANEOUS APPLAUSE FROM THE ENTIRE AUDIENCE THIS 1S_ 
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MAY SEEM CARNEGIE HALL IS NOT APPEALING TO A CLASS AUDIENCE ONLY BUT TO 





~ cee ets te armel 












































aaa aaa at 








premerrrrcoevens nee 


eevee 





ELD MANAGING DIRECTOR OF WINTER 


2 Renner enters 











GARDEN AN 











Boris Morros and William Le Baron Presents “CARNEGIE HALL” with Marsha Hunt: William Prince: Frank McHugh: Martha O'Driscoll 
Hans Yaray + Olin Downes Joseph Buloff ond in order of appearance WALTER DAMROSCH - BRUNO WALTER+ NEW YORK 
PHILHARMONIC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA - LILY PONS - GREGOR PIATIGORSKY + RISE STEVENS - ARTUR RODZINSKI 


ARTUR RUBINSTEIN » JAN PEERCE - EZIO PINZA - VAUGHN MONROE AND HIS ORCHESTRA + JASCHA HEIFETZ 
FRITZ REINER - LEOPOLD STOKOWSKI and HARRY JAMES - Directed by Edgar G. Ulmer 


* Production Supervisor, Samuel Rheiner 


Original Story by Seena Owen * Screenplay by Karl Kamb + A Federal Films Production + Released Thru United Artists 
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Duel’ Record 956, 2 


In Hub; Smash-Up-Vaude Fancy 306 


Spots, Big News 





Boston, May 13. 


“Duel in Sun” teed off at the two 
Loew houses this week following 
hectic build-up and is paying off at 
$1.20 top for a record total, huge 
$120,000. Other spots are only s0-se 
put a little better than usual despite 
unexciting fare in most houses. RKO 
best with “Smash-Up” plus stage- 
show. Exeter is very. big with 
“Happy Breed” in second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— | 
“Smash-Up” (U) plus Lecuona Cuban | 
orch, Larry Storch, others, on stage. | 
Draw of film helping this combo to! 
fancy $30,000. Last week, “Tempta- 
tion” (U) with Vaughn Monroe orch, | 
others, wow $50,000. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80 —“Best | 
Years” (RKO).° Pulled out last 
(Mon.) night, finishing sock 20- 
week run with a total near $200,000. 
Began around $15,000 and finished at 
$5,000. Last week was also near | 
$5,000 “ 

Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 40-65)—“This | 
Happy Breed” (U) and “Great Day” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Still sock at $8,000 





| 


after $11,000 in first. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Sea Wolf’ (WB) and “Sea Hawk” | 
(WB) (reissues). Catching usual} 
$10,000. Last week, “Stallion Road” | 
(WB) and “Imperfect Lady” (Par), | 
$9,000. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-80)— 


“Corsican Brothers” (PRC) and “In- 
ternational Lady” (PRC) (reissues). 
Nice $7,000 and about par. Last 
week, “Bedelia” (E-L) and “Un- 
tamed Fury” (PRC) (3d wk), $4,000. | 

Metrepelitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—-“Homestretech” (20th) and “San 
Demetrio, London” (20th). Not too 
lively at $24,000. Last week, “Blaze 
of Noon” (Par) and “Way With 
Women” (WB), $21,000. 

Orphewm (Loew) (2,900; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Duel in Sun” (UA). Terrif cam- 
aign helped to record opening days. 
Pooks terrific $65,000 and likely 
three-week rum. Caught cool or 
hostile reviews in most papers, but 
film is one of those things people 
figure they have to see. Last week, 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G) and “Bulldog 
Drummond at Bay” (Col) (@d wk), 
$23,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Sea Wol:.” (WB) and “Sea Hawk” 
(WB) (reissues). Moderate $15,000. 
Last week, “Stallion Road” (WB) and 
“Imperfect Lady” (Par), $16,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 85-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (UA). a ter- 
rif play from curious and will top 
sock $30,000 in first week. May go 
two more stanzas. Last week, “Sea of 
Grass” (M-G) and “Bulldog Drum- 
mond at Bay” (Col) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Transtux (Translux) (900; 40-74)— ! 
“Stole Million” (U) and “Can’t Cheat 
Honest Man” (U) (reissues). Usual 
$4,500. Last week, “Arizona” (Col) 
and “Texas” (Col) (reissues), same. 

Tremont (Indie) (1,500; 40-80)— 
“Fabulous Dorseys” (UA) and} 
“Blonde for Day” (PRC). Nice $11.- | 
000 Last week, “Abie’s Irish Rose” | 
(UA) and “Fool’s Gold” (UA) (2d 
wk), $4.000. 


‘Daughter’ Best of New 
L’ville Pix, Tall 186; 
‘Smash-Up’ Forte 126 


Louisville, May 13. | 
Plenty of marquee strength in town | 
this week, and business is shaping up | 
well in most situations. “Farmer's, 
Daughter” at the Rialto looks to do| 
biggest biz of newcomers. “Smash- 
Up” is okay at National. Holdover of 
“Duel” at Loew’s State, while way 
down from first week biz, is still fine 
and will top the town again. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew's-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60)—“Kit Carson” (PRC) 
and “Last of Mohicans” (PRC) (re- 
issues). Sturdy $4,500. Last week, 
Re Brunette’ *(Par) (m.o.), 


Kentucky (Switow) (1.200; 30-40) 
—“California” (Par) and “Beginning 
or End” (M-G). Nice $3,500. Last | 
week, “Notorious” (RKO) and, 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col), $3,400. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; | 
40-60)—“District Attormey” (Col). 
Stout $8,000. Last week, “Stallion 
Road” (WB) (3d wk), $6,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) | 
—"Jnash-Up” (U). Lusty $12,000 or | 
better. Last week, “Egg and I” (U) 
(Sth wk), $8,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- | 














60)—-Farmer’'s Daughter” (RKO) | 
and “Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO).} 
Big $18,000. Last week, “Carnival | 


Costa Rica” (20th) and “Backlash” | 
(20th), $15,000. 
_Seeop (Louisville Theatres) (700; | 
27-31)—“Apache Rose” (Rep). Fair | 
$2,500. Last week, newsreels only. 

State (Loew's) (3,300; 90c and) 
$1.25)—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Hold- | 
ing up fairly well at fine $25,000 after | 
first week's sock $35,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 40- | 
60)—"Bedelia’ (E-L) and “Child of 
Divorce” (RKO). Fair $5,000. Last | 
week, “Ladies Man” (Par) and “Big | 
Town” (Par), $5,500, : 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gross 
. > |” ee $3,094,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 206 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Tetal Gress Same Week 
Last Year . .$3,233,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 190 theatres) 











| “Brasher 





Duel’ Record $55,000 In 
Prov.; ‘Daughter’ Terrif 
226 at Regular Scale 


Providence, May 13. 

Upping the scale on “Duel In 
Sun,” Loew’s State is looking for- 
ward to heretofore unheard of fig- 
ure for a week’s run here. Albee 
also is smash with “Farmer's Daugh- 
ter” at nearly half the scale. “Boom- 
erang” also is big at Majestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) —| 
“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) and} 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO). Smash 
$22,000. Last week, “Tarzan and 
Huntress” (RKO) and “Likely 
Story” (RKO), nice $17,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—‘Song Scheherazade” (U) and 
“Blondie’s Big Moment” (WB) (2d 
run). Fancy $7,000. Last week, “13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d run), 


$6,500. 
Fay’s (Fay) ~*~ €1,400; 44-65) — 
Doubloon” (20th) and 
vaude on stage. Stout $7,000. Last 
week, “Trail to San Antone” (Rep) 
and vaude, $8,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Boomerang” (20th). Trim $16,000. 
Last week, “Song Scheherazade” 
(U) and “Blondie’s Big Moment” 
(WB), same. 

Metropolitan (3,100; 44- 
65)—“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) 
and “Spoilers of North” (Mono). | 
Fairly even at $10,000. Last week, | 
“Johnny O’Clock (Col) and “Susie 
Steps Out” (Mono), nice $13,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 90-$1.25) =} 
“Duel In Sun” (SRO). Upped scale | 
likely will land this a record $55,000 | 
or near. Last week, “Sea of Grass” 
(M-G) (2d wk), nice $15,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—“‘Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “Big 
Town” (Par) (2d wk). Opened 
Monday (12). First week caught so- 
so $12,000. Last week, “Easy Come” 
(Par) and “Fear in Night” (Par), 
$12,500. 


‘Calcutta’ Stokes 206 
In Pitt; ‘Daughter’ 1336 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 

There's some action for a change 
downtown this week, with the big 
noise “Calcutta” at the Stanley. Alan 
Ladd picture is giving this house 
its best take in months and should 
hold. “Farmer's Daughter,” still big 
in third stanza at Warner, and RKO 
may be forced to let it stay a fourth 
session. “Late George Apley” at 
Harris is disappointing. “High Bar- 

aree” is only fairish at Penn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (2d wk). Be-| 
ing limited to 4 days and won't do | 
more than $3,000. Last week, $8,000. | 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70) an | 
“George Apley” (20th). One of sea: | 
son’s major disappointments. Got 
good,notices but doing no business. | 
Be lucky to do $11,000. Last week, | 
second of “Dead Reckoning” (Col), | 
around $9,600 in 6 days. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 40-70) | 
—‘“High Barbaree” (M-G). This 
house hasn't been rolling at all late- 
ly, and this Van Johnson-June Ally- 
son epus isn’t turning the trick. 
Maybe $14,000, just enough to rate | 
moveover to Ritz. Last week, “Im- 
perfect Lady” (Par), $12,000. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 40-70)—‘‘Boom | 
Town” (M-G) (reissue). Average | 
$3,500. Last week, “Sea of Grass” | 
(M-G) (m.o.), $2,500. 

Semator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70) —- 
“Kit Carson” (PRC) and “Last of 
Mohicans” (PRC) (reissues) (2d 
wk). One of year’s pleasant sur-| 
rises, still nice at $4,000 or near. | 

st week, big $6,000, best the Sen- | 


(Snider ) 

















ator has done in some time. | 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— | 
“Caleutta” (Par). Plenty hefty at 


near $20,000, and maybe holdover. | 
Last week, “Sea Hawk” (WB) and 
“Sea Wolf” (WB) (reissues), not up | 


|to expectations at $15,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Rolling along in great fashion | 


| at $13,500 on what's supposed to be | 


wind-up. “San Quentin” (RKO) is) 
slated to get under way Friday (16) 
but doubtful if they'll let “Daugh- | 
ter” go at present clip. Last week, 
sock $16,000. 


: Vance’s Gamble” (PRC), fair $11,006. 


| fast at $8,000. 


‘EGC’ COLOSSAL 216, 
OMAHA; ‘RAMROD’ 116 


Omaha, May 13. 

“Egg and I". away ahead of every- 
thing in town with a terrific $21,000 
and holding over at the Orpheum. 
Film so well pre-sold that it ran big 
from opening. “Ramrod” is getting 
only fair play at the Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; (50-54- 


5 Spots; ‘Carrolls 


‘Duel Sets L.A. Pace, Socko $70,000, 


616, 3; ‘Odd Man’ 


Stout 556 in 6, Daughter’ Same in 2 


Los Angeles. May 13. 





$1.20)—“Best Years’ (RKO) (4th 
wk). Still big at $9,500. Last week, 
$11,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— | 
“Tl Be Yours” ‘U) and “Madonna 
Seven Moons” (U). Light $8,500. Last | 
week, “Rue Madeleine” (20th) and 
“Ginger” (Mono), $8,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—“Egg and I” (U). Terrific $21,000, 
and holds. Last week, “Alexander’s | 
Ragtime Band” (20th) (reissue) and 


“Dangerous Money” (Mono), very | 
low $7,000. 

Parameunt (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—"‘Ramrod” (UA). Fair $11,000. | 
Last week, “Macomber Affair” (UA), 
$12,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 15-50)— 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (2d run) and| 
“Temptation” (U) (2d run). Modest | 


$3,500. Last week, “Sister's Secret” 
(PRC) (2d run) and “Bringing Up 
Fathe:” (Mono) (2d run) split with 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (2d run) and 
“Don Ricardo Returns”. (PRO), $2,- 
200. 


‘Way Cavallaro 
Big $30,000, Buff. 


Buffalo, May 13. 

Biz is on upgrade this session. Tops 
is “Way With Women,” being boost- 
ed to sock stanza by Carmen Caval- 
laro band at Buffalo. Remainder of 
town mainly holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Way With Women” (WB) and Car- 
men Cavallaro orch on stage. Tor- 
rid $30,000 or better. Last week, “Im- 
perfect Lady” (Par) and “Philo 








Great Lakes ‘Shea? (3,500: 40-70) 
—‘Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Down 
to $15,000 this session after great 
$20,000 last stanza. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,190; 40-73)—‘Red 
House” (UA) and “3 on a Ticket” 
(PRC). Big $13,000. Last week, “Sud- 


denly Spring” (Par) and “Easy 
Come” (Par) (m.o.), $8,200, 
Lafayette (Basil )(3,100; 40-70)— 


“Stairway to Heaven” (U) and “Born | 


to Speed” (PRC). Very thin $9,000. 
Last week, “Framed” (Col) and “Mil- 
lie’s Daughtér” «Col), big $17,500. 


Major attention this stanza is Bo- | 


ing to “Duel in Sun,” making mass ly 


Southern California openings. Lo- | 
cally, playing in five theatres, it is 


sighting socko $70,000, of which $45,- | 


000 is coming from the downtown 
Orpheum “Two Mrs. Carrolls” is 
pointing for a good $61,000 in three 


houses 
“Odd Man Out” 


looks headed for 


stout $55,000 in six houses, mostly 

small-seaters. “Farmer's Daughter” 
|is remarkably strong at $55,000 it 

two spots. “Northwest Outpost” 
shapes as moderate $23,000 in two 
Paramount locations. Second week 
of “Homestretch” is okay $32,000 | 


while “Macomber Affair” shapes as 


“Devil Ride” (RKO) (2d wk-5 days), 
fair $6,000. 

Paiacs (D’town-WC) (1,237; 
.80)—"Best Years” (RKO) 


>l- 
(16th 


| wk). Fair $6,500. Last week, $7,600. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)— 
“Farmer’s Daught-r” (RKO). Fancy 
$29,000. Last week, “Framed” (Col) 
and “King Wild Horses” (Col) (2d 
wk), trim $10,100 

Paramount ‘F&WM) (3.398: 50-$1)~ 


“Northwest Outpost” (Rep) and 
“Fabulous Suzanne” (Rep). Modest 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “That’s 
My Man” (Rep) and “Spoilers of 
North” (Rep), dull $10,700 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 50-$1)-—“Northwest Outpost” 
(Rep). Mild $8,000. Last week, 


“That’s My Man” (Rep), only $5,600. 


neat $26,000 also second frame.| RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890; 
Third stanza of “Yearling” is head- | 50-80)—“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO). 
ing for $27,500. Brisk $26,000. Last week, “Framed” 
Estimates fer This Week Sg = Say Ae Horses” (Col) 
Belmort (FWC) (1,532; 90-$1.50 — | wk), neat $12,400. — a 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Fancy $10,000. | ,,@#® (FWC) (1.370; 50-$1)—“Odd 


Last week, “Tarzan and Huntress” | 
(RKO) and “Devil Thumbs Ride” | 


(RKO) (2d wk-5 days), ogly $1,500. | 


Beverly (FWC) (1,352: 90-$1.50)- 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “Best Years” (RKO) 


(19th wk), $4,400. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 85-$1 )}—‘*Macom- 
ber Affair” (UA) (2d wk). Smooth 
$5,000. Last week, very fancy $8,300. 

Bruin (FWC) (876; 50-$1)—Back 
to subsequent-run. In ahead, “Egg 
and I” (U), fifth week was $2,900. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518: 50- 
$1)—“Odd Man Out” (U). Strong 
$9,000. Last week, “Egg and I” (U) 
(5th wk), fair $2,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 50- 
$1)—“‘Homestretch” (20th) 
Okay $8,000. Last week, good $13,100. | 

Dewntewn (WB) (1,800: 50-$1) 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). Good 
$22,000. Last week, “Sea Hawk” 
(WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) (2d) 
wk) (reissues), nice $12,000. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 85-$1)—-“Macomber Aji?- 
fair” (UA) (2d wk). Near $10,000. 
— week, good $18,800 but below 

Opes 

Heyptian (FWC) (1,538: 50-$1)—- 
“Yearling” (M-G) (3d wk). Finales 
at $7,500. Last week, $9,500. 

El Rey (FWC) (861: 90-$1.50)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Neat $5,500. 
| Last week, “Tarzan Huntress” (RKO) 
and “Devil Ride” (RKO) (2d wk-5 
days), $2,100. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685;..$1.20)— 
“Brief Encounter” (U) (30th wk). 











Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘“Kit 
Carson” 
cans” (PRC) (reissues). Fine $9,000 
or near. Last week, “Plainsman and 
Lady” (Rep) and “Brennan Girl” 
(Rep), $3.200. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
40-70)—“‘Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
and “Falcon’s Adventure” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Slipping to $10,000 or close. 
Last week, fancy $16,000. 


Big Films Boost Mpls. 
‘Daugiter’ Sock $17,000, 
‘Affair’ 146, ‘Song’ 106 


tractions has biz on upbeat cur- 
rently. Standout is “Farmer’s 





| Daughter.” which is sock at the Or- 


pheum, Next best bet 

“Macomber Affair” at 

but it’s only mild. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Unex 
pected Guest” (UA) and “Hard 
boiled Mahoney” (Mono), Okay 
$2,400 in 5 days. Last week, “Strange 
Journey” (20th) and “Renegade 
Girl” (SG) split with “Ginger” 
(Mono) and “Jungle Siren” (PRC), 
$2,400 in 9 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) | 
(reissue) (2d wk). Profitable but | 
not outstanding biz, with satisfactory 
$6,000 after good $8,000 initial week. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—"Calen- 
dar Girl” (Rep). Modest $3,000 looks | 


looks like 
Radio City 


about all. Last week, “Daniel | 
Boone” (Indie) (reissue), light 
$2,600. 


Lyceum (Murray) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“The Outlaw” (UA) (3d wk). . Still 
Must bow out before | 
May 21 because of previous booking 
of “Magnificent Yankee,” stage play. | 
Last week, good $11,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘“Stella 
Dallas” (FC) (reissue). Fancy $5,000, | 
Last week, “Imperfect Lady”. (Par) | 
(2d wk), light $4,000 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70)— 
“Macomber Affair” (UA). Looks |} 
mild $14,000. Last week, “Way With | 
Women” (WB) and Guy Lombardo | 
orch, others, on stage, at 50-85c scale, | 
tremendous $38.000, way over hopes 
with Lombardo the real draw. Sky- | 
rocketed much higher than antici- 
pated in final three days of session. | 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 50- | 
70)—“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO). | 
Much praise lavished on this, box- |} 
office being helped by fact that it’s | 


(PRC) and “Last of Mohi- | 


| Smash $45,000 or close. Last 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 50-$1)— 


“George Apley” (20th) (2d wk) 
(m.o.). Fine $5,000. Last week, 
sturdy $6,400. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Odd | 
Man Out” (U). Good $6,000. Last 


week, “Best Years” (RKO) (8th wk- 
8 days), $5,300. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956: 
85-$1)—“Macomber Affair” (UA) (2d 
wk). Good $6,000. Last week. solid 


400. 

Holiyweoed (WB) (2,756: 50-$1)— | 
“Two Mrs, Carrolls” (WB). Bright 
$20,000 or near. Last week, “Sea 
Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) 
(2d wk) (reissues), $7,500. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 85)—“Macomber Affair” 
(UA) (24 wk). Brisk $5.000. Last 


week, big $6,700. 
Iris (FWC) (828; 30-85)—“Odd | 
Sturdy $7,500. Last | 


Man Out” (U). 
week, “Egg and I” (U) (5th wk), | 
800 


Laurel (Rosener) (890: 85)— | 
“Laugh, Pagliacci” (Indie) (3¢ wk). 


Loew State (Loew-WC) (2.404: 50- | 
$1) — “Homestretch” (20th) and 
“Jewels Brandenburg” (20th) (2d 
wk). Fair $12,000. Last week. okay 
$25,100. 

Les Angeles (D’town-WC) (2.097: 
50-$1)—“Yearling” (M-G) (3d wk). 





Near $15,000. Last week, okay 
$21,500. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 50-$1)— 


“Homestretch” (20th) (2d wk). Good | 
$6,000. Last week, nifty $8.700. 
Mareal (G&S) (900; 50-$1)—"Fan- 
tasia” (RKO) (reissue) (8th wk). 
About $3,000. Last week. same. 
Orpheum’ (D'town-WC) (2,210: 
90-$1.50)—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). ! 
week, 
and 


“Tarzan Huntress” (RKO: 





a Minnesota story. Sock $17,000 or 


over looms. Last week, “Pursued” 
(WB), $11,000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 


“Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
(WB) (reissues). Oldtimers climb- 
ing to stout $8,060. Last week, “Best 
Years” (RKO) (8th wk) fine $6,000 


| at 90c-$1.50 scale. 


State (Par) 
Scheherazade” 


(2,300: 50-70) 
(U). 


“Song 
Sturdy $10,000. 


Last week, “Sea of Grass” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000: 50-55)— 
“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO). First nabe 


showing. Okay $4,000. Last weck. 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th), big $5,500. 
World (Mann) (350; 50-99 )—"Open 
City” (Indie). Italian-made leaping 
to big $4,000. Last week, “Dead 
Reckoning” (Col) (3d wk), $2,000. 


| $19,000. 


Fair $1,500. Last week, $1,900. | 


| “Temptation.” 


| Man Out” (U). Hefty $10,000. Last 


week, “Egg and I” (U) (5th wk), 
Studie City (FWC) (88 - 5u-$1) 
“Odd Man Out” (U). Good $7,500. 
Last week, “Egg and I" (U) (5th 
wk), $3,900. 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 
50-$1)—"“Odd Man Out” (U). Nice 


$15,000. Last week, “Ege and I” (U) 


(5th wk), $10,500. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
“Homestretch” (20th) (2d vik), 
Okay $6,000. Last week, smart 
$11,000. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 90-$1.50)—~ 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (19th wk). 


First week on price-change, con- 
tinuous run policy. Trim $5,500. Last 
week, (8 days) reserved seats, oke 


(2d wk). | $5,500 


Wilshire <FWC) (2,296: 
“Yearling” (M-G) (3d 
$5,000. Last week, $7,000. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300: 50-$1)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). Smart 
Last week, “Sea Hawk” 
(WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WR) (2d 
wk) (reissues), $7,400. 


Duel’ Giant $30,000 In 
Indpls.; ‘Boomerang’ 9G 


Indianapolis, May 13. 
| Hottest thing in town is “Duel in 
|the Sun,” which opened at Loew’s 
bigger than “Gone With Wind.” It 
} may hit a new house record, get- 
| ting heavy draw despite high prices. 
| “Favorite Brunette” is stout, and 
making next best showing. “Best 
Years” is down in second stanza at 
Keith’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Cireie (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800: 40- 


50-$1)— 
wk). Slow 


60)—“Geor e Apley” (20th) and 
“Brasher ubloon” (20th). Only 
$7,000. Last week, “Easy Come” 


(Par) with Frankie Carle orch on 


Stage, terrific $23.500 at 48-72c 
scale. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 

| 40-60) —“Boomerang” (20th) and 


| “Backlish” (20th). Trim $9,000. Last 


week, “Suddenly Spring” (Par) and 
“Fear in Night” (Par), mild $11,500. 


Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 
74c-$1.20) —“‘Best Years” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Sturdy $12,000 after hot 
$18,000 first stanza. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.450: 90-$1.25) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Terrific 
$30,000. Last week, “Johnny 


O’Clock” (Col) and “Cigarette Girl” 

(Col), slow $10,000 at 40-60c¢ scale. 
Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600: 40. 

60)— “Favorite Brunette” (Par). 


Light $1,500. Last week. fair $1,900. Faas ‘mal Ue oe 


(U) (m.o.), nifty $7,500 for 
week downtown. 


D.C; ‘STALLION’ 196 


Washington, May 13. 

Business is off all along the line 
downtown, with “Stallion Road” and 
“Happened on 5th Ave.” looking 
about top money on the basis of size 
of theatres. Latter in the small- 
seater Met is setting a sock pace. 
Talk of the town is still Spike Jones 
band’s draw here last week, setting 
an all-time high at the Capitol with 
“Road” is average at 


fifth 


the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitoi (Loew's) (3,434: 44-80)— 
“Song Sheherazade” (U) with vaude, 
Thin $21,000. Last week, “Tempta- 
tion” (U) with Spike Jones orch, 
cracked house record at boft $41,000, 

Columbia (Leew’s) (1,263, 44-70)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d run). Nice $9,- 
000 for fourth downtown week. Last 
week, “Boomtown” (M-G) (reissue), 
tapered off to $9,500 after very strong 
start. 

Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85)—“Stal- 
lion Road” (WB). Average $19,000. 
Last week, “Sea Hawk” and “Sea 
Wolf” (WB) (reissues), about same 
and would have done better if more 
shows could have been tucked im 
daily. 

Hippodrome (Lust) (365; 44-85)— 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Cynthia 
Hollywood, May 13. 


Metro release of Edwin H. Knopf produc- 
Stars Elizabeth Taylor, George Mur- 


ion. 
poy 8. Z. Sakall, Mary Astor; features 
Gene oexnart, Spring Byington, Jaries 


ydon, Scotty Beckett. Directed by Robert 
a Leonard. Screenplay, Harold Buchman, 
‘harles Kaufman; based on play by Vina 
elmar; camera, Charlies Schoenbaum; 
score, Bronislau Kaper, Johnny Green; edi- 








tor, Irvine Warburton. Tradeshown May 12, 
147. Running time, 97 MINS. 

Cynthia Bishop. ....-sercee Elizabeth Taylor 
Larry Bishop..... eeeepeees George Murphy 
professor Rosenkrantz.....-..- S. Z. Sakall 
Louise Bishop. ......sseeeereeess Mary Astor 
pr. Fred I. Jannings.....- Gene Lockhart 
Carrie Jannings.....:. sees Spring Byington 
ticky Latham,...... cosecee. James Lydon 
Will Parker.......+ seoese+-Scotty Beckett 
Fredonia Jannings...e.++.-- Carol Brannan 
Miss Brad oe eoese+s- ANA Q. Nilsson 
Mr. Phillips...... eccoeees+- Morris Ankrum 
McQuillan... .cssee ecees+-Kathleen Howard 
Stella ReBaN..cceseeeeseeres ..Shirley Johns 
Alice. cooeevevesgage eertes Barbara Challis | 
J. M. Dingle...--ceee-- Hlarlan Briggs | 
Gus WO0d...-+++eeeees Will Wright 

“Cynthia” has a_ simplicity that | 


projects warmth and feeling, partic- | 
ularly for family audiences familiar | 


with the teen-age problems posed by 
its plot. A highly interesting per- 
formance delivered with veteran as- 
surance by young Elizabeth Taylor, 
tasteful production values and the 
homey quality of the action promise 
well for boxoffice returns. The story 


is a familiar one in general outline | 


and footage is a bit longer than nec- 
essary to tell it but overall it com- 
mands favorable interest for film- 
goers. 

Miss Taylor breathes plenty of life 
into the title role as a sheltered 
young girl who has never had a date 
or other fun generally accepted as 
matter-of-fact by teen-agers. Plot 
builds to her first romance and first 
high school dance while depicting 
the myriad details of family life in a 
small town. Paternal frustration also 


is a factor in the yarn and is made | 


believable by George Murphy and 
Mary Astor, the parents who were 
prevented from carrying out thelr 


dreams for the future by Miss Tay- 
lor’s birth. 

Robert Z. Leonard's direction is 
strong, using simple. style to make 
the drama effective and displays an 


understanding of the young that 
gives the picture its appealing 


warmth. Story line of the Vina Del- 


mar play is given good treatment in | 


the script by Harold Buchman and 
Charles Kaufman. 

Murphy and Miss Astor make an 
excellent team to carry the adult 
load. Particularly good is Miss As- 
tor as the understanding mother, and 
Murphy socks over several punchy 
scenes. Miss Taylor raises voice in 
song for school numbers to round out 
a talent display that registers strong- 


ly. S. Z. Sakall gives one of his 
standard characterizations as_ the 
high school music professor. Gene 


Lockhart and Spring Byington team 
as Cynthia’s uncle and aunt effec- 
tively. James Lydon, Miss Taylor’s 
first love, is very good, Carol Bran- 
nan and Scotty Beckett rate chuckles 
as typical highschoolers. Harlan 
Briggs, Kathleen Howard and others 
give sturdy backing. 

Edwin H. Knopt’s production guid- 
ance is showmanly, furnishing qual- 
ity appurtenances in keeping with 
story background. Camera work by 
Charles Schoenbaum, the music score 
by Bronislau Kaper, numbers by 
Johnny Green, and other factors are 
excellent, Brog. 





Desperate 
RKO release of Michel IKkraike production. 
Features Steve Lrodie, Audrey Leong. Di- 
rected by Anthony Mann. Screenplay by 
Harry Essex, based on story by Dorothy 
Atlas, Anthony Mann; camera, George KE. 
Diskant; editor, Marston kay. Tradeshown 


N. Y., May 9, "47. Running time, 73 MENS. 
Steve Randall........ phases en eave Beaaw 
"ne OE Seer rr Audrey Long 
mr Ask. DEONENS « Os. Pecaab e6enaes tauymond Burr 
a Ee eee Sere Douglas lowley 
RUCVMOIGEs 6666.06 dedi ciccsbhes William Challee 
Bo rr ee er Jason Robards 
Shorty Seveetse .Freddie Steele 
eee wT eeTY CETTE Te Le Frederick 
oe eee ee cocaseo ek vul BE. Burns 
ae oer, e .»-llka Gruning 


“Desperate” is a ripsnorting gang- 
ster meller, with enough gunplay, 
bumping off of characters and grim 
brutality to smack of pre-code days. 
Absence of players familiar to pa- 
trons of this type of fare is a handi- 
cap. Otherwise, this film fits nicely 
into the gangster groove, and okay 
for houses catering to this sort of 
crime fare. 

Yarn is strictly one of those things, 
and not unfamiliar. Steve Brodie, 
honest truckdriver, becomes involved 
innocently in-a fur warehouse rob- 
bery and cop slaying. He's beaten 
up by the mobsters when they real- 
ize he tipped off the police. Brodie 
flees with his wife, fearing gangster 
vengeance since the mobster’s 


brother is captured and charged with | 


murder, From then on, picture be- 


comes more or less a continuing fight | stilted dialog and familiar situations. | 1 
of Brodie and his wite, Audrey Long, | The story 
and the | little-known times when 


both from 
Sangsters. 

Surprise ending gives film a lift. 
Anthony Mann's direction mainly 
stresses suspense, being done skill- 


the gendarmes 


fully. However, he permits several 
corny incidents to creep in_ that 
Should have been edit2d out. Sus- 


pense is accentuated by 
Diskant’s photography. 


Brodie is okay as the honest truck- 


George E. 


man who gets into one jam after an- | 


Other. Miss Long, as his wife, shapes 
up nicely; at times she resembles 
Ginger Too many closeups 
look like they might have been screen 


> 
wogers. 


tests. Jason Robards as the relent-i victs 


| 


Miniature Reviews 


“Cynthia” (M-G). Appealing 
drama of youth carried out in 
simple, effective style to rate 
good b.o. returns. 

“Desperate” (RKO). Steyv 
Brodie in gangster meller of 
“B” stature; for twin bills and 
where they go for gang films. 

“Thunder Mountain” (RKO). 
Sturdy western with plenty of 
action. 

“Northwest Outpost” (Songs). 
(Rep.). Nelson Eddy, Ilona 
Massey in pleasant musical ro- 
mance about early California. 
Will do biz 

“Dick Tracy’s Dilemma” 
(RKO). Okay”entry in the car- 
toon with enough chills 
and thrills to carry it in support- 
ing slots. 

“Take My Life” 
British). Potboiler whodunit. 

“Hi-de-Ho” (States Rights). 
Cab Calloway musical should do 
Okay in Negro houses. 

“Killer Dill” (SG). Program 
comedy of Prohibition era. 

“The Brothers” (Box-British), 
Patricia Roc in a grim meller for 
discriminating audiences. 


series 


(Cineguild- 








less sleuth, does a good job but has 
too little to do. Support is strictly 
humdrum, Wear. 


Thunder Mountain 
Hollywood, May 13¢ 


RKO release of Herman Schlom produce 

tior Stars Tim Holt features Martha 
fiver, Richard Martin, Steve Brodie, Vir- 
ginia Owen. Directed } Lew Landers. 
Screenplay, Norman Houston; based on 
novel by Zane Gres camera, Jack Mac- 
Kenzie; music, Paul Sawtell; editor, Philip 
Martin. Tradeshown May 138, ‘47.* Running 
time, ) MINS, 
Marvite GEOPGOR. cchocsccecees ; Tim Holt 
PEAAOE SOR. nc. ks cctacncosycs +s MOrtme ape 
Chites Wu@erty ..ccscsecedes Kiichard Martin 
Chick Jorth is hades & a Steve Brodie 
Ginger Kelly......cecece eosecss Virginia Owen 
Trimble Carann....ccccccceds Harry Woods 
James Gardner....... eseeseeJason Robards 
PEs | POUEE ee eccoces eeovert Clarke 
ge Re eee Richard Powers 
Sheriff’ Bagley.......... Harry Harvey 

With Tim Holt in the saddle, 


| conspiracy, 
'see what she can do for him. 





; some 


Russian count banished here for 


treason, who saved his skin by 
squealing on his fellow-conspirators. 
His wife (Ilona Massey, whom he 
forced into marriage as payment for 
his silence regarding the complicity 
of her titled father in the aforesaid 
comes to California to 





Pic concerns itself rather placidly 
with the way the U. S. officer and 
titled Russian fall in love, the mis- | 
understandings about her husband, 
the escape of the convict-husband 
and his subsequent death, and the} 
reunion of the lovers. 

Pleasant outdoor scenes, some fast 
riding, some fanciful court dresses 
and Russian peasant costumes, and 
good music, help to enliven 
the slow-paced yarn. Eddy, who 
looks the part of a dashing frontiers- 


|} man, also sings very well, in solo or 


| duet 
looks lovely, is gowned handsomely, 











“Thunder Mountain” is sturdy west- | 


ern fare, Carrying plenty of action 
to please the outdoor fan. Production 
makes good use of rugged back- 
ground scenery caught by the Jack 
MacKenzie camera to dress up sight 
values, and other appurtenances fur- 


|nished by Herman Schlom’s produc- 


tion make it easily saleable for ac- 
tion houses. , ;, 

Zane Grey plot has been given a 
tight script by Norman Houston, and 
Lew Landers’ direction ig always 
actionful. Young Holt rides 
uses fists authoritatively and gener- 
ally is a stalwart saddle hero. Story 
concerns his return to the old home- 
stead just in time to save the ranch 


ernment dam will increase land val- 
es. Heavies use old feud between 
for their dirty work but in the end 
get their just desserts. 
Martha Hyer, Steve 
Robert Clarke are Holt’s feuding 
neighbors, all measuring up to de- 
mands of assignments. Richard Mar- 
tin is good for chuckles as Holt’s pal 
and heavy work is in capable hands 
of Harry Woods, Richard Powers and 
Harry Harvey. Jason Robards does 
well by spot as drunken attorney 
who sides with Holt, and Virginia 
Owen is comely dancehall femme. 








Brog. 
Northwest Outpost 
(SONGS) 

Republic release of Allan Dwan_ produc- 
tion. Stars Nelson Exdy, LTlona Massey: 
features Joseph Schildkraut Directed by 
Dwan Screenplay by Elizabeth Meehan, 
Richard Sale, from original story of Angela 
Stuart adapied by Laird Doyle. Original 
musis seore, Rudolf Friml; lyrics, Edward 
Heyman; musical director, Robert Arme- 
bryster, Camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, 
Hiarry Keller. Previewed N. Y¥., May 7, °47 
Running time, 91 MINS, 

Capt. James Laurence......-.Nelson Eddy 
Natalie AlanoVa. icosercsceene llona Masses 
Count Igor Savin........« Joseph Schildkraut 
Princess Tanyva...... .-.++.Elsa Lanchester 
Prince Nickolai Balinin......... Hugo lIlaas 
Raroness Kruposny......... Lenore Ulric 
WUE i dedi. v 84ceueee e0eeées Peter Whitnes 
RR. 6c 6sesacteces ccocess+ss- samara Shayne 
_ <9 | ere ere eeeeeccese Erno Verehes 
Mason Brupoenycccvoesecsvcse George Sorel 
DOV KIR. cw ccc cc cevecccess cevece -Rick Vallin 
American Gl Chorus 





“Northwest Outpost” is a rather 


familiar musical romance, but it has | 


flavor and charm. Nelson Eddy- 


| and 
| 
| 
| 
| 


with. Miss Massey Latter | 
and sings as appealingly. Songs 
aren’t overdone, and fit in naturally 
into the story. The American GI} 
Chorus, taking the part of. the con- | 
victs, also sings well, particularly a | 
mournful chant called, “Weary.” | 
Score, all by Rudolf Friml, has some } 
pleasant tunes, as in “Nearer and |! 


Dearer,” “Love Is The Time” and | 
“Tell Me With Your Eyes.” 
Joseph Schilckraut, although too 


neatly got up for a convict, handles 


the role satisfactory. Hugo Haas 
and Elsa Lanchester do well with | 
roles of Prince and Princess (in| 
charge of the fort), and furnish 


some humorous moments. Lenore 
Ulric, vet legit actress, is good in a 
brief bit as a Baroness. 

Photography is good, 
horse-racing scene® in a production 
number like the Russian Easter 
church scene, or in some _ neat 
touches like a conversation between 


on outdoor 


officer and Princess shot through a | 
lace curtain frame. Direction is 
okay. Production is adequately | 
budgeted, ‘though it doesn’t seem to | 
have been costly. Nothing seems 
Stinted, however. Bron. 


| 
Dick Tracy’s Dilemma | 
Hollywood, May 13. 





RKO release of Herman Schlom produe- 
tion Feature Ralph Byrd, Lyle Latell, | 
Kay Christopher, Jack Lambert, Ian Keith, 
Directed by John Rawlins. Secree nplay, Rob- 

Stephen Brod based on cartoon strip 
created by Chester, Gould: camera, Frank 
Redman; music, Paul Sawtell; editar, Mare | 
Vin Coil. Tradeshown May 12, ‘47. Running 
time, 60 MINS, 

SPOON SU PRON 5 6 <0ukcss 1c cme Ralph Byrd 
Pe ee eer ere eee Lyle Latell 
| Tess. ‘a0 nactehes 66am Kay Christophe: 
| The Claw..icicas ahs s ots ...dack Lambert 
+ Vitabbin... coc s coabats<0+8s eovesskan Keith 
Longshot Lillie....... Bernadene tla 
WENO TS. bcc es vat badass Jimmy Conlir 
Peter Premium...... Willlam B. Davidson 
ee ae ‘ a .Tonyv Rarvrett 
rr ..Richard Powers 


| 
easy, | 
| 
| 
| 


from the villains, who know a Gov-! 


Holt and the Jorth family as cover | 


Brodie and | 





| 


| 
| 





Ilona Massey combo are personable | 


and attractive here, and will draw. 
Pic will do biz. 

Plot setting is fresh and novel 
offset the frequently 


!enough to 


Russia held 
part of California. Scene is a trad- 
jing fort, governed by a Russian 
prince (Hugo Haas), whose soldiery 
is under the command 
U. S. Army cavalry officer (Nelson 
Eddy). The- Russians, 
furs, and holding off Indian raids, 
know that eventually the Americans 
will come into possession of their 
|land. The ex-U. S. officer is there, 
unofficially, to help pave the way. 
Idyllic scene is somewhat marred 
by constant sight of Russian 
victs. in chains (sent here, as it were. 
to a sylvan Siberia). working roads, 
hauling lumber, etc. One of the con- 
(Joseph Schildkraut) is a 


is set in the 1830's in the | 


of a former | 


F 
| 


| 


This latest entry in RKO’s “Dick ! 


Tracy” series draws on gruesome 
character of the Claw as menacing 
opponent of the »cn-and-ink detec- 
tive. Thrills are backed up with good 
budget production values by Herman 
Schlom and it’s all aimed at satisfy- 
ing demands of the Tracy ‘ans as 
well as filling supporting bookings. 

Ralph Byrd is an okay Tracy, with 
enough resemblance to the fictional 
character to carry off the role. Jack 
Lambert gives expert study to his 
role as The Claw, grotesque charac- 
ter right out of a Chester Gould strip. 
Plot moves along under John Raw- 
lins’ directorial wing to show how 
Tracy busts up a fur-stealing racket 
that’s an insurance fraud and the 
chief heavy goes to glory in a typ- 
ical Gould finish when his iron claw 
accidentally touches a high-voltage 
wire. Good script was furnished by 
Robert Stephen Brode. 

Lyle Latell is the strip Pat. Kay 
Christopher is Tess and Ian Keith 
chews scenery as the flamboyant! 
Vitamin Flintheart. Bernadene Hayes | 
shows up well in brief spot as Long- 
shot Lillie. Jimmy Conlin does an 
excellent character role as Sightless, 
pencil-peddler who aids Tracy, and 
others are okay. 

Lensing by Frank Redman, Marvin 
Coil’s editing and other credits are 








good. Brog. 
Take My Life 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 8. 
General Film Distributors’ release of 
Cineguild Production Stars Greta Gwent, 
Marinus Goring, Hugh Williams Directed 


by Ronald Neame. Screenplay by Winston 





Graham, Winitred Tavlor: additional dia- 
log, Margaret Kennedy: camera, Guy Green; 
music by William Alwyn. At Studio One, } 
London, May 7, "47. Running time, 79 MENS, | 
Nicholas Talbot... .... Hugh Williams | 
Philippa Sheles .Greta Gynt 





Sidney Flemming Marius Goring | 
Prosecuting Counsel.. Francis I,. Sullivan! 
Inspector Archer. Ps Henry Kdwards| 
Elizabeth Rusman.......Rosatie Crutchley 

Tew Free ee ; Marior Mar 

Cou ] cae 1! e Denham 

OMe. .eeecees ...Leo Britt 

THO. seccees ry ad W brid 

eTiTy Ronald Adan 

Mike Grieve............+++.Herbert Walton 


As a digression from making pres- 


| tige pictures, Cineguild has tried its 


trading for | 


con- | 


hand on a murder mystery. but 
there’s nothing to differentiate it 
from ordinary potboiler. Attempts to 
create an arty atmosphere—narrative 
and flashbacks—merely result in 
making it tiresome. Film will do no' 
more than fair here, ard as just an 
average dualer in the U. S. 


Ronald Neame in his first. assign- | 
ment as director has not distin-} 
guished himself. but as an ace cam- 


eraman he should have knewn that 
the prime essential of a pic is that it 
should move, and that talk is no sat- 
isfactory Substitute for action. Nor is 


'as her husband has little to do 


; scene. 


lis killed 


| have 


New Kind of Kidding Trailer 


One of the first of the majors to let down 


ite 


its hair and lampoon ite 


self in public, 20th-Fox will issue a special teaser trailer on its forth- 
coming “Miracle on 34th Street” which kids the pants off 20th produces 
tion chief Darryl F. Zanuck in particular and the entire film industry 


in general. 


Teaser, running five minutes, depicts 20th’s studio chief watching 
a trailer for “Miracle” in a projection room. Actor who plays the part 
is referred to as Ed Schaefer but the short mustache and long, black 


cigar leave little doubt as to his identity. 
picture, he dislikes the trailer because it’s 


publicity cliches of “terrific,” 


“sensational,” “warm,” “exciting,” 


Although he hasn't seen the 
filed with the standard 
ete. 


He warns the staff to think of a new angle, or else. 
Leaving the projection room, he runs into a galaxy of 20th stars 


on the lot, including Rex Harrison, 
and Dick Haymes, all of whom tell him the picture is “terrific,” 


Anne Baxter, Ann Garner 


“sensa- 


Peggy 


tional,” etc., and advise him to see it. He returns to the projection 
room, watches the picture and exclaims it’s the “greatest thing I've 
ever seen—terrific, sensational. That's what we should say in our 


trailer.” His yes-men, of course, 
wonderful idea. Film fades out 
—it is a wonderful picture.” 


Teaser, produced at the 20th 


agree and congratulate him on his 


with a small 


studio, 


every exhibitor booking “Miracle,” 


titled “no kidding, folks 


be 
two 


will 
run 


provided gratis to 


to be weeks in advance 


of the opening date, with the standard trailer to run a week in ad- 


vance. 
the picture. 


Same number of the teasers have been ordered as prints for 








Marius Goring, as a fanatical crim- 
inal, makes a worthwhile impression, 
Greta Gynt, who has made much 
progress recently, is disappointing. 
The camera and the costumer have 
been unkind to her, and there’s small 
scope for real acting. Hugh Williams 
but 


exhibit a crooked smile. Cane. 





Hi-de-Ho 
(MUSICAL) 


release of E M Glucksman 


Famous 4 
Stars Cab Calloway; feature 


production 


Dusty Fletcher, Ida James, Jeni le Gon 
Peters Sisters, Miller Bros. & Lois > 
rected b Josh Binney. Original storys 
and screenplay, Hal Seeger; songs, Seexer 
Callowsa Jack Palmer, Buster Harding, 


Miton Hill: camera, Don Malkames; edito 


Louis Hes At Squire, N Y.. week Mas 

0. °47 Rtunning time 72 MINS, 
Cab , ..Cab Calloway 
SUGGS & « bb 0s 060.008 one lida James 
Minnie cosepeccs dem Le Gon 
Sparks noes »++ Wiliam Campbell 
Mis Fat Prien@.ccccces Virginia Girvin 
fe PNA eee eee George Wiltshire 
OR ere eee James Dunmore 
PRGA. cc cccccdcesedbacd Augustus Smith 
Owner of Jive Club........Kdgar Martin 
RIDA os csccdauccedsetish@Gnnra Rogers 
Owner of Brass Hat.......... David Bethea 
Police Sergeant........0 Shepard Roberts 
Head Waiter...... cece. . Frederick Johbnaon 

Cab Calloway Orchesira 
Dusty “Open The Door Richard’ Fletcher 

Peters Sisters 
Miller Bros. & Lois 


Working with an. obviously low 
budget, producer E. M. Glucksman 
has turned out a fair negro musical 
which has Cab Calloway’s name to 
furnish the b.o. draft. 
film will receive meagre bookings in 
ofay houses, it’s a natural for the 
oa colored theatres throughout 
the 

Calloway fans will find “Hi-de- 
ho” right up their alley as the stick- 


While such a} 


| direction 


|swisher appears in practically every | 
Using his lusty pipes in his | 


own peculiar style, the Cab croons | 


a half-dozen songs as well as Icad- 
ing his band in a number of se- 
quences. Bolstering the marquee 
are Dusty Fletcher, Peters Sisters, 
and a top terp act, Miller Bros. & 
Lois. 

Story is just one of those things. 
Calloway starts from scratch at the 
Brass Hat Club through the efforts 
of his femme manager, Ida James. 
His gal friend, Jen: Le Gon, disap- 
proves of Miss James-and in a fit of 
jealousy moves to have Boss Mason 
(George Wiltshire), operator of a 
rival spot rub Calloway out. Later, 
overcome with remorse, Miss Le Gon 
attempts to prevent the attack but 
herself. Cab then weds 
Miss James. 


the Door Richard” reutine, which 
he’s credited with having originated. 
Peters Sisters are solid with “A 


| Rainy Sunday” and “Little Old Lady 


From Baltimore” while Miller Bros. 
& Lois do their standard tap routine 
atop built up blocks and stands. Of 
some three special tunes written for 
the pic, “I Got a Gal Named Nettie,” 
by Calloway and Elton Hill is per- 
haps the best. 

Calloway is natural enough as 
himself while the Misses James and 
Le Gon do as well as could be ex- 
pected. Acting on the whole is static 
and Josh Binney’s direction might 
shown more results had the 
budget been larger. Production ac- 
coutrements and photography also 
reflects the low nut. “Hi-de-ho” is 
primarily an excuse for spotlighting 
some okay vaude acts on celluloid 
but the audiences it’s aimed at will 
overlook the technical deficiencies 


| intentions. 


a 
there any novelty in prolonged trial Killer Dill 
seenes, unnecessary flashbacks and | Hollywood, May 10. 
exaggerated closeups. Screen Guild releuse of Max M. King 
It’s hardly complimentary to Scot- | reduction. Stars Stuart Erwin; features 
land Yard to discover that an opera | A™"* GWsnne, Frank Albertson, Mike Mae 
- Th Directed by Lewis D. Coiling. 
singer, Philippa Shelley, making use! serecuplay. John O'Dea: based on original 
of an obvious clue—a piece of writ-| by Alan Friedman; camera, William Sicke 
ten music—leads the police to the | ner; editor, Marty Cohn, Previewed May 5, 
criminal. On the night of her big | (4 Big pine, 38 BENS. — 
success, One of the violinists in the jiq ain Genet 
Covent Garden orchestra, Elizabeth, | ai. secre Frank Albertson 
onetime flame of Nicholas, the star's) Lit JOO. ccerccvassceveres Mike Mazurki 
|husband-manager, is found mur- | {lose cosecees oiteen ne ae ee 
dered. Circumstantial evidence points | .,;..°" pitas mo A es 
strongly to the manager, and he is} Moroni ee .Ben Welden 
put on trial for his life. Only Philip- | Gangster in Movie............, .. Will Orlean 
pa knows her husband is innocent, | ushnose tree Btanley Rose 
and through the snatch of a song she | {0/8 -osstt ter teese a ‘has ae: Sreiateh 
traces the real murderer, and saves \yy. Jones...) 2... eae tethhies Glaniee Andrews 
Nick in the nick of time. Secretary Julie Mitchum 


“Killer Dill” goes back to the Pro- 
hibition era for its plot and proves 
fairly amusing for supporting book- 
ings. Length is a bit unwieldy for 
lower half of bills but footage needs 
trimming so that can be easily fixed, 
Budget production values are good 
for expenditure. 

Plot goes overboard and there are 
a number of script holes that faster 
would have skipped over. 


Story concerns misidentification of 
timid salesman as a public enemy 
who has bumped off a rival. Stuart 


Erwin handles role capably. 

Lewis D. Collins’ direction is snotty 
but overall effect is okay for release 
Frank Albertson, the at- 
torney, is good and a number of ex- 
cellent character spots are strongly 
filled by Mike Mazurki, Milburn 
Stone, Berm Weldon and Anthony 
Warde. Ann Gwynne has little to do 

femme lead. Max M. King pro- 
Cuction was well lensed by William 
Sickner, Brog. 





The Brothers 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 8. 
General Film Distributors’ releas syde- 
ne tox production,” Stars Patricia loc, 
Will bf’. ife, Maxwell Reed. Directed by Dae 
Vid Mucdonald Adapted from L. A. G. 


Strong's novel by David Macdonald, Strong 
ind Paul Vineent Carroll; camera, Stephen 
Dade; music, Cedric Thorpe Davie. At 
(leon, London, May 7, ‘47. Running time, 
98 MINS, 
EMP cc acicsccbheneseseceseseuts Patricia Roe 
Neneuas MeGrath....e... eoce Willie yffe 
Fergus Macrae....... “ .. - Muxwell Reed 
Per BERePMe, 1,2 oseeseeeré Finlay Currie 
Sr MOMOPRG ssc > 6%a0 teens es Duncan Macrae 
PTT Terr cet et ee John Laurie 
Willle MeFarish....... .-- Andrew Crawford 
Angus Melarish..........Merland Graham 
Augusina... eee .. Megs) Jeniing 
PU a WEEE ccc secocceceee le James Woodburn 
George MeFurish ..David McAllisier 
The Informe: ...-Patrick Boxil 
Starkly uncompromising is this 
Sydney Box version of L. A. G. 


Strong's novel. No attempt has been 
made to win favor of those who can- 
not stomach a grim story, and even 
the contemplated happy ending ‘not 
in the book) has been discarded in 
favor of one more logical, It will not 
be everybody's entertainment, and 
will do best with discriminating au- 
diences here and in the U. S. 
Drawing cards are a fine cast. good 
story, grand direction and splendid 
camera work and music score, Patri- 
cia Roc contributes her best perform- 
ance to date, and newcomer Maxwell 
Reed establishes himself in a part 
that would ha.e been a natura! for 
James Mason. Reed, a protege of 


| Box, is obviously destined for star- 
Fletcher contribs his famed “Open 


dom. Only criticism is the sparing 
use made of that nifty character ac- 
tor, Will Fyffe. He whams every mo-< 
ment he’s on scrcen, but his impor- 
tanee in the novel has been whittled 
away in the adaptation. 

Mention must be made of Duncan 
Macrae, John Laurie, Finlay Currie, 
Andrew Crawford and George Mac- 


Donald, an amateur Scottish actor 
‘unnamed in the cast list), who 
etches a memorable cameo as a 
thrifty Scotsman bargaining about 


the marriage portion of his daughter. 
Story is set in 1900, in a small re- 
mote island in the western isles of 
Scotland. where the Macraes and the 
McFarishes, farmers, carry on a feud 
of generations. To the Macraes comes 
Mary. a convent-bred orphan, to be 
a servant, causing the feud to flare 
again, It's resolv?d only when one 
of the boys takes the girl out in his 
boat, and neither returns. In the 
book he alone comes back. Cane. 
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“Something to shout 



















about! And shout it loud and 
long! Will bring golden 











yuletide to the nation’s 





boxofiices!”’— Film Daily 








“Rates among the 
season’s best! Refreshingly different! 


> @« Thoroughly heart-warming!” 


“A rare blend of laughter and sentiment! 


Highly mirthful ... will cast a warm and 
pleasant glow over audiences!” 
— Motion Picture Daily 
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“Sock appeal! 





“Acting; story 








Will draw all audiences! 
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ei the Industry & 


great! Will prove 
one of the hits of 











Warmly human, with a 
as novel a premise as @ 











ever sheened the 








the year!” 


— Hollywood 
Reporter 





screen!” 








—Daily Variety 
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New Daily for Washington 


A specialized new daily publica- 
tion is slated to kick off in Wash- 
ington next week under the editor- 
ship of Edward Maher, former edi- | 
tor-in-chief of Liberty. To be, 
known as United States Journal, 
new sheet will concentrate on gov- 
ernment—civil service, gossip, Con- 
gress, politics, social and night life, 
e1 

Sheet is figured to go five days a 
week (exempting Sunday-Monday) 
and to cost a dime per copy. ‘It will 
be a semi-slick about the size of 
Hollywood's Daily Variety, and 
hopes to rope in a large amount of 
institutional advertising outfits 
which want their ads to be seen In 
Washington. Among those who will 
give the publication either part or 
full time service will be Tris Coffin, 
radio commentator and author of 
the new book, “Missouri Compro- 
mise:”’ Jack Purcell, ex of Time 
and Charlie Michie, formerly in the 
Washington bureau of P.M. 

New York advertising 
are reported financially 





of 


interests 


interested 


Doubleday’s Lincolniana 

Ken McCormick, Doubleday’s edi- 
tor-in-chief, has made arrangements 
with David C. Mearns, director of 
the reference dept. of the Library 
of Congress, to prepare a book 
based on the contents of the Robert 
Todd Lincoln collection. Work will 
begin immediately after release of 
the papers to the public. 

Library is bound by the Lincoln 
stipulation that all documents in the 
collection be withheld from public 
view until July 26. 

Fred Sammis’ 3d Post 

Fred Sammis’ appeintment as edi- 
torial director of True Romances 
constitutes a third job, since he’s al- 
ready e.d. of Phetoplay and Radio 
Mirror, which jobs he dvesn’t relin- 
quish. The new post has given rise 
to misunderstanding he was exiting 
the two previous posts. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. Crashes ‘Society’ 

Book reviewing has fallen to a 
new low or Joe Laurie, Jr., has risen 
to a new high when Variery asks 
me to review a book on Society! 


That's just the kind of a book 
“Champagne Cholly (The Life and 
Times of Maury Paul)”; (Dutton, 


$3.75) is. You can tell it’s a bit so- 
cietyish by the way they spell 
Charlie. It’s a book about the fa- 
mous society editor and columnist 
Maury Henry Biddle Paul. (He has 
no last name just like Hildegarde). 
He wrote for many papers under 
different names like Billy Benedick, 
Cholly Knickerbocker, Dolly Madi- 
son and Polly Stuyvesant. And ac- 
cording to his ex-secretary and biog- 
rapher, Eve Brown, all the names fit 
him perfectly! 

Down on the lower East Side 
where I was raised we knew the 
names of Vanderbilt, Astor and 
Rockefeller, because those were the 


= 











|Our society 


es 


rati 








guys we were aiming to be as rich as 
when we grew up. The other guys 
and dowagers that Maury Paul 
wrote about, like the Goelets, Goulds, 
Van Renssaelers and Mrs. Hamilton 
McK. Twombly meant nothing to us. 
consisted of Big Tim 
Sullivan, Paddy Divver, Tom Foley, 
Maggie Cline, Tony Pastor, Rose 
Sydell and Mollie Williams. I also 
knew about the Children’s Aid So- 
ciety and the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals! 

We all have read how many 
of our first families started their 
fortunes and feel that plain Jake 
Bernstein and Paddy McCarthy have 
it all ove! Aristocrooks! Even 
though they may not be able to 
reach further than two generations 
on the family tree. Of course there 

guys and gals 


these 


are some swell 
Society, as there must be exceptions 
to all rules, even in Society. But I 
can't see where they have the right 
to put on the dog, even though they 
have the face for it! 


But this gal Eve Brown, the au- 
thor of this book, can write, and 
does! She has a fine fluid style and 


reopens the skeleton closets of high 
society using her old boss’ quotes for 
a key. If you like that kind of stuff 
and wish to feel a bit superior by 
all means read this book. This guy 
Cholly Knickerbocker was quite a 
character—a sort of a one man 
claque for himself. He proved that 
nobody loved a fact man. He would 
report who was hatched, matched 
and dispatched in high society. His 
name was on everybody’s tongue in 
the Smart Set, but I believe they 


would have done much better with 


Sen-Ser. He was the kind of a guy 
when a tube of toothpaste was 
| opened he thought it should be 


christened with a champagne bottle. 
He loved Society, and Eve Brown 
| tells us most of Society loved him. 
As for me, I never liked Society 
| ever since that Building & Loan So- 
, ciety in Philly did me out of plenty 
|moolah. The only coming out par- 
| ties in my family was when we were 
dispossesed. I never mixed with them 
j;at the Opera where they sit in the 
|Diamond Horseshoe sound awake 
and converse in noiseless talk. But if 
| you like to know all about them, the 


i of society (some of whom are | 


homogenized) then by all means 
spend $3.75 and see how the other 
| half lives. Joe Laurie, Jr. 





McGraw-Hill Goes Int’l 

McGraw-Hill is hopping aboard 
the international bandwagon, follow- 
ing in the wake of a number of 
other big U.S. publishing houses to 
get established abroad before for- 
eign publishers are able to fully re- 
cover. 

Book and mag house is planning to 
gets its reading material into for- 
eign countries, both in English and 
in other languages. Its book-pub- 
lishing affiliate, Whittlesey House, is 
now getting out fiction and general 
non-fiction in addition to technical 
volumes. 





New Round fer Cain Plan Fight 

The faction fight over the Ameri- 
can Authors Authority plan spon- 
sored by James M. Cain and the 
Screen Writers’ Guild erupted again 
last week. Following upon announce- 























e*| ment by the SWG of a revised AAA 


Ack pau» 


py ©* Le $3.75 
At all bookstores 








proposal which was supposed 


' the recently organized American 
‘nunciation of “Communism” - and 
declared that the Cain plan still 
means to “dictate to everyone con- 
cerned.” AWA'’s latest statement 
declares that “this new plan is 
couched in cool legal language, but 
it gives the Authority the same 
absolute power over the work of 
writers that was sc dangerous in the 
first place.” 

Adding some more heat, the N. Y. 
Daily News blasted the AAA project 
and its supporters with a full page 
editorial Monday (12) in which it 
was alleged that Hollywood Com- 
munists were trying to snare pro- 
fessional writers into a “totalitarian 
booby trap.” Meanwhile, the Authors’ 
League subcommittee investigating 
| the Cain plan and other methods of 
| protecting the rights of authors, was 
; still at work drawing up a final 
draft of its recommendations, 

Pulitzer Radio, Film Awards? 

That the range of the Pulitzer 

awards may be widened to take in 





radio and films was indicated at a 
recent meeting of the advisory 
board of Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Journalism. In 


making the announcement last week, 
Carl] W. Ackerman, school’s 
and board 


dean 


however, that action on the matter 
was “indefinitely postponed.” 

Other revisions have already been 
made, Ackerman disclosed. These 
reduce journalism awards from eight 
to seven, while the reporting field 
has been held to local reporting, 
reporting on national affairs and re- 
porting on international events, The 
“distinguished correspondence” prize 
has not been retained. 





in | 


to | 
smooth out objections to the original, | 


| Writers Assn. let go with a new de-. 


Previous conditions prescribed 
that the prize-winning play be “per- 
'formed in New York,” but hence- 
|forth a legit production may be 
| eligible if produced anywhere. The 
|“distinguished novel” award also 
comes in for a slight change. This 


| fiction published in book form dur- 
|ing the year by an American author, 
preferably dealing with American 
life.” 


Ray Josephs’ So. American Way 

Ray Josephs, who authored “Ar- 
gentine Diary” for Random House, 
| takes off June 6 on a six-month trek 
to prepare “Latin American Diary” 
for RH publication in mid-1948. 

Josephs’ itinerary embraces Hav- 
ana, Caracas, Bogota, Quito, Lima, 
LaPaz, Santiago, Buenos Aires, Mon- 
tevideo and Rio de Janerio, as the 
respective Latin-American capitals 
whence he'll do his researching. 


Hirshberg Clears the Bases 

Al Hirshberg, Boston Post sports 
| expert, has written an interesting 
epic about the Hub’s Red Sox base- 
ball team, which copped fhe Ameri- 
can League championship last fall 
and then lost the World’s Series to 
the St. Louis Cards. The Waverly 
| House publication is called “The 
|Red Sox,” with a subtitle of “The 
Bean And The Cod.” Tome is anec- 
dotal but factual, mostly devoted to 
'the team’s star players. It’s gener- 
ally humorous and tells the inside 
| Story of how the club finally won a 
| pennant after trying for 28 years. 

| Millionaire Tom Yawkey bought 
‘the team in 1933, and though he 
j tried to buy enough talent to make 
|a winner out of the Sox, Hirshberg 
| reveals, it took over 12 years before 
| He was successfu:, during which 
; time he speit over $4,000,000 to 
achieve his purposes. And that in- 
| cluded the purchase of Joe Cronin 
|from Washington, where the latter 
| was a great shortstop and hitter, to 
| become the Bosox manager. Around 
|Cronin revolved Yawkey’s bid for a 
‘pennant, along with Eddie Collins, 
former star second baseman of the 
Athletics, who became the key 
frontoffice man of the Sox. Such 
other stars of the Sox, as Lefty 
Grove, Jimmy Foxx and Ted Wil- 
liams, are also prominently men- 
tioned. Williams wrote the foreword 
to the book, in which he told of his 
failure in the World Series: “I wanted 
to hit. One home run by me might 
have won the championship for us 
. . « maybe I tried too hard. This 
book is the story of the Red Sox. 
In a sense | think it is my personal 
story, just as it is the personal 
story of Johnny Pesky, Bobby 
Doerr, Rudy York,°-Dom DiMaggio, 
Tex Hughson, Dave Ferris and the 
rest of the boys who brought Bos- 
ton its first pennant” in so long a 
time .. . “When Old Man Time raps 





me on the shoulder and tells me to 
hang up my uniform, I want to be 
hanging up a Red Sox uniform.” 
For fans, Hirshberg’s book is a 
Ibee. 





four bagger. 








Blind Lawyer 


Continued from page 1 


looks like a small icepick. Bob Paul. 
a former Penn classmate, supplies 
Allman with the spot information. 
@ The two also work together on the 
weekly script Friday nights and 
Saturday mornings, with Paul typ- 
ing the script and Allman punching 
it out in braille. Last minute sports 
| news flashes and baseball results are 
| punched out just before broadcast 
| time at 6:30 p.m., when Allman goes 
on the air. 

Closing signals denoting the ap- 
proach of the end of the program 
are given Allman by taps on the 
shoulder, each tap signifying a min- 
ute remaining. 

Allman’s approach at the micro- 
phone is that of an experienced 
broadcaster. His background in pub- 
| lic speaking serves him to good ad- 
vantage in his new post. He has 
spoken before numerous service 
clubs, high schools and sports or- 
ganizations. 

Allman’s series began March 29, 
and came about as result of a meet- 
ing between him and Jim Begley. 
KYW program manager, at the 
Philadelphia Sportswriters’ banquet 
last January. Begle 
general manager, 
about Allman 








were 
doing a 


enthusiastic 
sports pro- 





y and Bob White, | and had ample proofs of same must have been evident. They don't hand 
, Out $95,000 just on hearsay. 


prize will now go to “distinguished | 


| up the bylaws.” 
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SCULLY'S SCRAPBOOK | 
By Frank Scully **¢¢+++++++++4,3 





St. Paul, May 13. 
Having frequently described somebody as a “character,” it comes on me 


as a shock that most people think I’m one myself. In fact, Marguerite 
Ratty, running a department calied Notes and Bolts in a religious digest 
mag called “Novena Notes,’ comes to my defense with a left-handed com. 
pliment to the effect that “characters aren’t always crackpots.” This didn't 
mollify me particularly, as for years I thought of myself as a highly 
civilized mugg who now and then for comedy relief would trip “charac. 
ters” up and snap them in comic poses for my box camera. 
learn that I, too, am one cf them. 

According to Miss Ratty she came on the word in college. Characters 
in her day affected books by Freud and sported horn-rimmed glasseg 
But today she thinks characters really have character and, what is more 
she believes those of today tie up very well with the characters of the far 
distant past, dropping the Freudians in the ashcan en route of course. 

Francis of Assisi was a character, according to Miss Ratty. His abandon 
his fasting in the fields, the threadbare sack he wore, his bizarre attitude 
toward beasts, won him only a weird reputation in select circles 
of that he is a saint. 

Joan of Arc, too, she says was a character. Ladies were ladies in those 
conventional days. Joan wore pants, hopped a horse, rode threugh wars, 
won them and snared a sainthood. 

Then Saint Therese, who grappled with scruples and secured sanctity. 
“One of her biographers,” says Marguerite, “labeled her as ‘bourgeois,’ 
She’s a saint,” insists Marguerite. “How about her biographer?” 

Mr. Character, Te You é 


At this point I was hit smack in the eye with this closing crackeroo: 

“Characters are mostly good people. Frank Scully writes for Vaniery, 
the theatrical trade paper, and sometimes his nightclub chums chide him 
for what he scribbles. Last spring Mr. Scully spent a wonderful weekend 
with the Franciscans. He missed the shows, the sipping, the magazines. 


But now I] 


| Sure, he admitted, as some of his cafe society chums claimed, that the 


weekend would make him the thickness of a fingernail different 

“It didn’t. So he said. Yet he also asked, ‘How would you feel if you 
missed eternal happiness by the thickness of a fingernail?’ 
character.” 

Well, in company like this you could even call me a crackpot, and get a 
fan letter from the ringmaster of the old Scully Circus. -Francis of Assisi, 
Sir Thomas More, Matt Talbot, Frank Scully. Hey, Leahy! 
looking for a really good backfield? 


“Pilot To Navigator!” 

To show that characters are still working around Hollywood and writers 
are not working, Rip Hanson got a layoff job as secretary to a Santa Monica 
beach club. A character came in looking for another character. Also for 
trouble. Rip, who had been a navigator with the Eighth Air Force, tried 
to navigate the character out of the club. While doing so Rip made.a 
quick frisk and, sure enough, the slugger had a rod on him. 

At this point Rip decided that if anybody was going to get it, he wasn't. 
He began telling the killer about the bylaws of the club. 
people in here,” he insisted. 
up after a mess like that? 
I tell you what you do. 
ber and get him outside. 


There's a 


Notre Dame 





“You can't shoot 
“Look at this new rug. Who's going to clean 
My union will raise hell with me if I do it. 
You wait here in the bar. I'll hunt up the mem- 

If you shoot him outside you won't be lousing 


House-Broken Trigger Man 

Killer accepted this compromise. Rip went hunting the manager and 
the member. On learning the news, the member jumped from the second 
story into an outdoor pool. The manager notified the cops. Then Rip 
went back to the bar and explained that the member wasn’t on the prem- 
ises and for the killer to wait outside for him. As they came to the front 
door the killer spotted the member, dripping wet, climbing into his car 
and taking a powder. 

The killer reached for his rod, screaming that the rat was running out. 
At 4 point two state highway patrolmen rode up on their roaring motor- 
cycles. 

Rip led the killer back to the bar. “Well,” said the killer, “he'd better 
stay away from here, or next time he gets it, new rugs or no new rugs.” 

They shook hands and said goodbye. The killer left by the outdoor pool. 

Now, here are a couple of characters! 





Gypsy Rose Konrad 

Another character among the literati is that guy Konrad Bercovici. 
People who peddle other people's witticisms may still go on retailing Curtia 
and Ratoff and Goldwyn gags, but I would have given a lot (with, say, a 
50-foot front on the Mojave desert) to have heard Bercovici explain to 
lawyers, judges and jurors how “The Great Dictator” was an original of 
his, because Bercovici, who writes an elegant English, talks no known 
Anglo-Saxophone dialect. The 95G's settlement must have been strictly 
on the written record. 

I know this from personal experience. In fact, it was Bercovici's triple- 
talk which saved a bunch of us forward-lookers from a libel suit years ago. 
We were trying to oust a political machine which had been turning South- 
ern California into Southern Cicero. We had collected a bunch of re- 
formers to give it to the mob over the air. Fred Keating, Erin O'Brien 
Moore, Nat Ferber, Jim Tully, Konrad Bercovici and I were the cast. 
A. Brigham Rose was our legal counsel on the radio script. As he had 
been cited 66 times for contempt of court, his idea of what was libelous 
was charitable, to say the least. 

Fifteen minutes before we were to go on the air, Nat Ferber said, “I 
cant say this. My script is just lousy with libel!” 

Keating was walking up and down the studio rehearsing his blast with 
Gestures. “Mine's even worse,” he said. 

“Mine's not strong enough,” countered Rose. 

“Mine's weak too,” said Bercovici. 


“Okay,” I said, “will all you guys just e i we can go on 
with the show?” : guys j xchange scripts so we < 


“No,” said Ferber, “I'll blue-pencil the libel out of mine.” 

Rose agreed that Keating's was the worst. 

Okay,” I said, “then you give Bercovici yours, Fred. 
understand him anyway.” 

They switched scripts. 


By the time Ferber was due on the air he had blue-penciled only half 
of his script. From there of he adlibbed and where the script said “Ll A. 
was the black-spot of America.” Ferber doubled it in no trump and 


ar “It's not only the black-spot of America, it's the black-spot of the 
world! 


Nice editing. 


Bercovici was to say he could throw a tennis ball in any direction from 
the city hall and hit some joint that was paying off. What it sounded like 
was a Gypsy lullaby. 
The opposition had an air-check and every time they played it their 
libel lawyers came out with a different interpretation. | In the end the 


aroused voters gave the old machine the heave and that shelved the whole 
matter of libel. 


Nobody w ill 


So when Chaplin said Bercovici never told him the story of “Th Great 
Dictator,” it was probably true for the simple reason he couldn't have 
understood that’s what Bercovici was telling him. Moreover, since Chaplin 

| Sets practically ey erything he knows by ear and rarely reads. it is do ibtful 
if he ever read what Bercovici wrote. But that Bercovici did write it 


secretary, pointed out,; gram, and an audition was arranged. | 


What Bercovici should do with some of the dough now, is to eet ht" self 


4 tutor in elocution. After that he could tell it as well as sell it. 


In spite 


—_> 
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Yank Pix Surmount Soviet Obstacles, 
Hungary 92% Tax to Top Prewar Biz 


Budapest, May 2. 


American films already have 
reached higher playing volume and 
money intake than in prewar Hun- 
gary, Nicholas Palugyay, Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. boss for the area, 
told Variety. Palugyay, formerly 
Paramount chief here, took the helm 
of MPEA operation when it started 
under agreement with new govern- 
ment late in 1946. Success of Yank 


product has been attained in the face | 


of murderous theatre taxes (52% on 
admissions) and powerful Soviet 
competition-in strictly Kremlin-con- 
trolled country. Palugyay maintains 
that a good Hollywood film will now 
outdraw the best of Hungarian 
language product, perhaps because 
the public is starved for American 
screen fare. 

MPEA is already selling all of 
Hungary’s 450 operating theatres. 
Houses are all owned by political 
parties which got them as spoils 
of war. Nevertheless operators can’t 
seem to influence Parliament or the 
Finance Ministry to ease the tax load 
imposed as part of general deflation- 
ary policy of. soaking what the com- 
my-controlled regime considers lux- 
ury businesses. 

After paying taxes and 40-50% 
film rental, exhibs haven’t much left. 
Most ducats in big town run from 
two to six forints (20-60c.). But 
those costing above six forints, rep- 
resenting the gravy in big houses, 
are always slow moving. Average 
worker’s wage may reach 120 for- 
ints weekly, which tips how high ad- 
missions are. Palugyay would like 
to see admissions come down, feel- 
ing turnover could be doubled. He 
will release i180 pictures in the 1946- 
47 season. 


Although MPEA is having no im- 
port or censorship difficulties, finan- 
cial headaches are mounting. Hun- 
gg National Bank allotted $50,- 

00 a year in dollars to cover op- 
erating costs. But exporting any 
part of MPEA’s mounting balance of 
forints is increasingly difficult. 
There’s a possibility that unless the 
situation improves, MPEA might sus- 
pend distribution in an attempt to 
force exhibit politicos to pressure 
the government or lose much of its 
admission revenues. Export Assn. 
has contractual right to shut down 
should it deem import-export too 
difficult. Such qa withdrawal of Yank 
pix would leave film theatres in- 
operable as Hungarian language pro- 
duction has been at a standstill for 
years, and Russians, French and 
British combined haven't enough 
product in the country to keep even 
part of the theatres running. 


Palugyay reports that top box- 
office for U.S. films released here 
under his regime thus far are “Phan- 
tom of Opera,” “Mrs. Miniver,” “Reap 
Wild Wind” and “Arabian Nights.” 
Next major release will be “Lost 
Weekend.” 





Holy Land Legit Biz 


Booming Despite All 


Jerusalem, May 1. 

Despite disturbing political clamor 
in Palestine, the Hebrew legit thea- 
tre is flourishing with a continuous 
production of new plays and re- 
vivals. Among the most popular 
een was Franz Werfel’s 

roadway hit, “Jacobowsky and the 
Colonel,” which by a coincidence 
was staged by three dramatic groups 
at once in Haifa and Tel Aviv. 


Sammy Gronemann, one af the 
most prolific dramatists in Palestine, 
has written a play on “The Heine 
Family” which the Habimah troupe 
is staging. Piece is a light farce, 
marked by excellent acting by J. 
Shulman in the lead part. Among 
other plays now running in Tel Aviv 
is “The Storm” by Ostrovsky, which 
is well-mounted and well-acted. 


Vienna Film Intake Off 


Vienna, May 2. 

City Counselor A. Honay an- 
mounced that boxoffice receipts of 
films dropped one-third in first 
three months of 1947. Cause was 
mainly due to lack of electric cur- 
rent, necessitating fewer perform- 
ances. While in 1946, receipts totaled 
$1,290,000, this year it was $900,000. 
Nevertheless, city revenues de- 
creased only $16,000, due to upped 
amusement tax. 

There are again 183 pix in op- 
eration in Vienna, which is more 
than half as many as before the war. 





+ 
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S. J. Meyers in U.S. to Set 
Distrib of ‘Sly Corner’ 


Sidney J. Myers, assistant man- 
aging director of British Lion Film 
Corp.. who arrived Friday (9) 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth, said he 
expected to remain in the U. S. for 
five or- six weeks on primarily a 
vacation. However he added that 
he may set an American distribu- 
tional deal for George King’s pro- 
duction of “The Shop at Sly Corner,” 
starring Oscar Homolka and re- 
leased in Britain by British Lion. 

While British Lion distributes Re- 
public pix in Britain, Myers said that 
was no indication that it may handle 
“Sly Corner” in America. Picture, 
incidentally, is based on the London 
play by Edward Percy produced two 
seasons ago at the St. Martin’s thea- 
tre. 


Dietz Talks To 
Metros Goetz 


Howard Dietz, Metro ad-publicity 
veepee, flew to England Saturday 
(10) for a month’s visit to Metro’s 
Elstree studios in London, where 


he'll aid Ben Goetz, company’s 
British managing director, in lining 
up production which is slated to be- 
gin in the fall. Mrs. (Tanis) Dietz is 
in her native England presently 
and will return with him. 

Fall production will be the first 
at the Elstree studios since “Vaca- 
tion from Marriage,” which Sir 
Alexander Korda turned out for 
Metro during the war. Bombed-out 
studios have been completely re- 
furbished and Metro has announced 
a slate of three films to be produced 
there next year, including “Young 
Bess,” “Romance of Henry Menefee” 
and “Secret Garden.” Entare produc- 
tion unit will be taken to England 
from the Coast when cameras start 
rolling on the first picture. 


Dietz pointed out that some of 
Metro’s top pictures were produced 
at Elstree in the past and held out 
high hopes that this year’s produc- 
tion would meet those standards. In 
addition to “Marriage,” both “Cita- 
del” and “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” were 
turned out in England, he said. He’s 
expected to aid Goetz in re-establish- 
ing an ad-publicity department at 
the studios before returning to the 
homeoffice about June 10. 


Canadian Houses Book 
Local Documentary Pix 


Ottawa, May 13. 

Canedian theatres are paying 
more attention today than ever be- 
fore to booking locally-made docu- 
mentary films. During the war, one 
or two special productions from the 
National Film Board. made a good 
percentage of these films but only 
the NFB “Canada arries On” series 
had been consistently booked. 


Now three documentaries are 
playing film houses of Canada. They 
are the feature, “Exercise Musk 
Ox,” the one-reeler, “Toronto Sym- 
phony No. 2” and “Out of the 
Ruins.” a longer short. 











Sweden Mulls Pension 
For All of Its Actors 


Stockholm, April 29. 

Pension arrangement for Swedish 
actors has been urged by the Thea- 
tre Assn. and its trade union. Or- 
ganizations have asked the Minister 
of Public Worship and Education to 
set up a fund - raising scheme 
modeled after systems in effect in 
other Scandinavian countries. 

In Finland, it’s pointed out, the 
indigent actor is taken care of by 
alloting five marks on every amuse- 
ment ticket sold to the Trade 
Union’s pension fund. Swedish 
trade union is hopeful that a cer- 
tain percentage will be used to help 
actors here. 





20th-Fox Gets London Studio 
London, May 6. 
J. Arthur Rank has set aside space 
at his Denham Film Studios in Sep- 
| tember for a 20th-Fox production, 
This will star Rex Harrison, 
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U’s Foreign Reshuffling 


In a reshuffling of Universal's for- 
eign field men, Keith Goldsmith, 
company’s former general manager 
for India, has been switched to South 
Africa as homeoffice rep, With Uni- 
versal and J. Arthur Rank buying 
into the Schlesinger theatre and dis- 
tribution interests in that Dominion, 
Goldsmith will act as liaison between 
U and African Consolidated Films, 
the three-ply combine. He h.q.s in 
Johannesburg. 

Vincent Palmeri has been slotted 
for manager in Mexico, replacing 
Jack Epstein, holder of the post for 


20 years, who resigned to go into} 


business for himself. Palmeri for- 
merly was exec. ass’t to Monroe Isen 
in South America, 

In Sweden, Karl Jungmarker has 
been named Universal manager, suc- 
ceeding Leo Gussen, retired. 


British Money 
Into Eire Biz 


Dublin, May 13. 

A new British invasion of Ireland 
—this time in the amusement biz— 
is seen as the result of steadily in- 
creasing British interests in Eire’s 
entertainment industry. 

J. Arthur Rank already holds a 
substantial group of first-run cine- 
mas, in addition to suburban and 
provincial houses; Associated Brit- 
ish Cinemas has an interest in one 
first-run house and is expanding. 

Latest prospective “invader” is 
British Entertainments -Corp., now 
seeking local authorities’ okay on 
lease of Dublin city site for large 
sports stadium. 


These increasing British holdings 
are viewed with disfavor by strong- 
ly nationalistic groups. But main 
body of public opinion doesn’t care 
a hoot who provides the entertain- 
ment, so long as they get it. 


IRISH ADMISSION TAX 
DUE FOR HIKE AUG. 15 


Dublin, May 3. 

Tax on cinema seats in Eire is 
to be raised by amounts varying 
from a half-cent on a 10c. admission 
ticket to 20c. on 80c. admission as of 
Aug. 15. This decision was an- 
nounced by Finance Minister Frank 
Aiken in his budget speech here. 
Taxation on legit theatres will also 
be increased from the same date, 
but details have not yet been an- 
nounced, 


Increased rates will mean an ad- 
ditional revenue to the government 
of about $1,600,000 a year, making 
about $4,400,000 a year in all from 
the entertainment biz. 


Aiken’s decision caused no sur- 
prise in industry, which will review 
position at a. meeting of exhibitors 
next week. Prices will be upped 
by the amount of the duty, and at 
the same time the government will 
be asked to lift the ceiling on ad- 
mission prices imposed during the 
war. Admissions have not been 
upped for nearly 10 years. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show week of run) 
London, May 13. 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (3). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (16). 
“Birthmark,” Playhouse (4). 
“Call Home Heart,” St. James (5). 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham (36), 
“Dancing Years,” Casino (10). 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Globe (13). 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand (62). 
“Friend Lester,” St. Martins (1). 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion (65). 
“Here There,” Palladium (6). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (15). 
“Man Ministry,” Comedy (19). 
“No Room Inn,” Wint. Gdn (54). 
“New Barabbas,” Vaudeville (10). 
“Oklahoma!,” (2). 
“Old Vic,” New (28). 
“Peace to Peckham,” Princes (9). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (108). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (9). 
“Power and Glory,” Fortune (31). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’ket (4). 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (2). 
“Red Mill,” Palace (18). 
“Romany Love,” Majestys (10). 
“She Wanted Cream,” Apollo. 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (54). 
“1066 Aili That,” Saville (3). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace. 
“Under Counter,” Phoenix (76). 
“White Devil,” Duchess (10). 
“Winslow Roy,” Lyric (51). 














“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (2). 
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Proposed British State Pix Industry 


Meets With Objections from Cripps; 
Trade Head F avors Loans by Govt 





Marionettes to Star In 
Palestine Bible Short 


Jerusalem, May 3. 


London, May 13. 
Sir Stafford Cripps, president of 
the Board of Trade, has nixed the 
parliamentary Socialist parties’ 


itrades and industry committee pro- 
| posal for a state film industry. This 


For the past three months photog- | would have called for the appoint- 


rapher Helmar Lerski, marionette- 
maker Dr, Paul Loewy and camera- 


man Naphtali Rubinstein have been 
shooting in Tel Aviv a 35m pic of 
15 minutes length whose stars are 
marionettes. 


When finished, film will serve as 





ment of an independent tribunal 
which would “carve from all ex- 
isting cinema circuits to independ- 


lent circuits which would be state- 


owned.” These circuits wouldn’t be 
profit-making but, it’s claimed, would 


|be safeguarded from  bureaucratie 


inefficiency by the fact that each 


introduction to a Keren Hayesod | would have to face competition not 
documentary on Palestine. Subject | only from each other but also from 


is “Balaam ana the Ass,” story of | 


the magician cothmanded by King | 


Balek to curse the Jews, and who 
stayed to bless them, 


SS. King’s 5-Wk. 
U.S. Survey 


8. S. King, partner in the Shipman 
& King circuit of Great Britain, 
owner and operator of some 40 thea- 
tres in southern England, arrived 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth Friday 


(9) for a five-week stay, While the 
principal business of the 8 & K 
chain lies in exhtbition, King re- 
vealed that his firm also has a con- 
trolling interest in the Alliance Film 
Studios, Ltd. 


Completely independent of the 
Rank empire, King points out that 
Alliance controls the Riverside and 
Twickenham studios. Just completed 
at the former plant is “A Convict 
Has Escaped,” starring Sally Gray 
and Trevor Howard, which Warners 
is distributing in Britain, 

Currently in production is a psy- 
chological melodrama, “They Walk 
Alone,” based on Max Catto’s play 
of the same name. With Lance Com- 
erford directing, film features Ann 
Crawford and a new Irish player 
Siobhan McKenna. Catto play, in- 
cidentally, was presented at the 
Golden, N. Y., in Mareh, 1941, by 
Ben A. Boyar, with A. P. Kaye and 
Elsa Lanchester in top roles. 


King also disclosed that his Holy- 
rood Film Productions has wound 
up shooting on the “Silver Darlings.” 
Dealing with the Scottish Highlands 
of 1820, picture was produced by 
Carl Greene and was filmed partly 
on location in northeast Scotland 
while interior scenes were done in 
the Welwyn Studios, Picture fea- 
tures Clifford Evans, 


Besides their ss activity 
with Alliance, Shipman & King have 
also participated in the financing of 
a pair of Sydney Box productions, 
“The Seventh Veil” and “The Years 
Between.” Accompanied by his wife, 
King flies to the Coast tomorrow 
(Thursday). He is scheduled to re- 
turn to England via the Queen Eliza- 
beth on June 11. 


British Film Briefs 


London, May 6. 

Earl St. John has been made 
director of Two-Gities Films...Six 
members of London Players Theatre 
are playing in Two-Cities Films’ 
“Vice Versa,” directed by Peter 
Ustinov, also a former member of 
this theatre...John Mills is likely to 
play lead in Michael Balcon-Ealing 
Studios, “Scott of the Antarctic,” 
which will be ready for shooting this 
summer, Lilli Palmer is unable to 
get here before October, and will 
not be able to star in Ealing Studios, 
“Saraband for Dead Lovers,” op- 
posite Stewart Granger, with her 
role given to Joan Greenwood. 
Basil Dearden directs, 


Alliance Films Productions is dick- 
ering with Flora Robson for top 
role in “No Orchids for Miss Blan- 
dish,” providing Sydney Box, who 
has her under contract, releases her. 
Will be made at Riverside Studios. 
...Jessica Spencer, star of Elsa 
Shelley's ‘“‘Pick-Up Girl,” when 
play was tried out at the Lindsey 
Theatre Club, gets her first film as- 
signment in Associated British Pic- 
ture’s “My Brother Johnathan,” 
which starts shooting at Elstree 
soon. 

















| privately-owned chains. 

T'wo boards would be formed and 
these would appoint managing direc. 
tors, guided by experts at high 
salaries. These two circuits of state- 
owned cinemas would show films 
produced in state studios. 

At meetings with the committee, 
Cripps opposed all proposals. This 
resulted in a final attempt by the 
committee to combat objections be- 
fore the matter is referred to a party 
conference in two weeks. Cripps also 
expressed concern at dangers of 
state control in any fleld of expres« 
sion or potential medium of propa- 
ganda.” ‘ 

Committee’s answer on this was 
that “the major danger is not pube 
lic enterprise. It is public or private 
monopoly in film-making that must 
be guarded against.” 

Cripps also took the view that dif- 
ficulties might arise when stat 
studios embarked on production 9 
state films if full financial responsi» 
bility was accepted. But he favored 
state loans to producing units. 

Committee’s reply to Cripps’ fear 
over state losses was: “If fear of a 





state monopoly is based on unfair 
competition it wouldn't be difficult 
to devise a charter which would 
insure that a state-backed section of 
the industry were given no ad- 
vantages other than those they might 
derive from their own efficiency.” 

Cripps now is faced with the 
alternative of accepting the com- 
mittee’s replies to his objections, or 
explaining to a party conference 
why he opposes the Socialists’ policy 
of state films. 


REP SUED FOR 2506 
ON FOREIGN CONTRACT 


Republie International was sued 
for $250,000 damages in New York 
federal court Monday (12) by Gen- 
eral Overseas Corp., which alleged 
Rep broke a contract providing for 
General to distribute 32 films in 
Europe and North Africa. Sum asked 
is what General claims its profite 
would have been on the deal. 

General alleged it deposited a 
guarantee with Chase National Bank 
in Paris for the films but that they 
were never delivered. Rep declared 
the money had not been deposited 
on the designated date, which nulli- 
fied the pact. One of the Chase 
bankers from Paris was slated to 
testify yesterday (Tuesday) to clear 
up that point before Federal Judge 
Simon H. Rifkind, who’s hearing the 
trial without jury. 


Paris Vandals at Work 


Paris, May 6. 
Presentation of the Jean Deletras 
play, “Vive La Liberte” was again 
interrupted last week at Les Varie- 
ties when objectors dispersed front- 
row payees with ether thrown from 
the balcony. Preceding week a poli- 
tically partisan audience thoroughly 
disrupted the May 3 performance. 
Play, an anti-Governmertal po 
has strong Gaullist sympathies, an 
allegedly ridcules the current gove- 
ernment. 


Lyons’ U.S.-Canada Trip 


Edward F. Lyons, joint managing 
director of G. B. Kalee, Ltd., largest 
film equipment manufacturer ig 
Britain, arrived Friday (9) aboard 
the Queen Elizabeth on a business 
trip that will take him to the Coast 
as well as Canada before returning 
June 11 on the Elizabeth. 

G. B. Kalee, a unit in the Rank 
organization, has the film tycoon as 
its board chairman. Lyons, who ree 
mained in New York since his are 














rival, is due to plane to the Coast 
the end of the week. 
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of transcribed platters 
the favorable side of the ether biz. 

Radio plans were revealed last 
week by Judge Justin Miller, Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters’ prexy, 
at an NAB regional meeting in 
Chicago. In answer toa demand from 
the membership, including “grass- 
roots” station owners and managers, 
for a better public relations job (par- 
tially traced to overtones from the 
botched job at the Ohio State In- 
stitute the previous week), Miller 
told of plans for a series of platters | 


by such stars as Fred Allen, Jack 
Benny. et al., to present the side of 
radio. These will be offered to sta- 


tions for use as the first of a pro- 
jected series that will include many 
ether 

Fearful of a backfire by being ac- 
eused of charging the public to see 
propaganda for itself, the picture in- 
dustry is going ahead very slowly. | 
Initial step was announced several | 
weeks ago, when the Motion Picture | 
Assn. disclosed it was planning to | 
sponsor a series of one-reel screen 
editorials on topics of public in- 
terest. First one will deal with in- 
dustrial production in the United 
States and will be based on speeches 
by MPA prexy Eric Johnston. Metro | 
will produce, with subsequent films | 
in the series being made by other | 
studios on a rotating basis. 

Going beyond these strictly public 
service briefies, plan is afoot for a | 
series of shorts on Hollywood itself | 
—and perhaps some pga 
picting the film colony as a normal, | 
hardworking community of thous- | 
ands of small craftsmen, rather than 
the glamorized city of the column- 
ist’s fable. 


programs. 


| 
; 
| 
| 








Everybody Gangs Up On | 


H’wood’s Politics, Morals | 

That old but ever popular game | 
knows as “Let’c-ali- -an-Holly wood” | 
was being played on the usual scale | 
during the past week. While the | 


House Un-American Activities Com- | quire 
the | 


mittee, holding hearings on 


Coast, was suggesting all filmmakers 
are Commies, the Communists were 
charging from Moscow that the same 
people were 100% “monopolistic 
capitalists and reactionaries.” Simul- 
taneously, reps of 6,000,000 members 
of the Southern Baptist Church, con- 
claving in St. Louis, were censuring 
the industry for “general immoral- 
ity.” 

The Soviet indictment appeared in 
Culture and Life, newspaper of the 
agitation and propaganda committee 
of the Communist party. Hollywood 
is sending its films throughout the 
world with three objectives, accord- 
ing to the mag. These are: To dis- 
tract the audience from “the press- 
ing social problems of the present”; 
to propagate the idea that all crimes 
are “inspired by dangerous Reds”; 
and to show that American detec- 
tives, soldiers and businessmen, 
“who are always shown in the role 
of noble fighters against crime,” al- 
ways win. 

Hollywood is flooding the world, 
the Moscow writer states, with films 
that answer political directives “dic- 
tated by a representative of the State 
Department” and Erie Johnston, prez 
of the Motion Picture Assn. The 
films teach that employers alone 
knew how to care for the interests 
ef the working elass and “propagate 
patience and obedience on the part 
ef submissive girl workers, showing 
finally how they win the love of 
their boss or his son,” article con- 
tinues. 

Only picture singled out for praise 
by Culture and Life is Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s “Best Years of Our Lives.” 

Samuel Goldwyn issued following 
siatement yesterday. (Tuesday) re- 
garding Russian kudoes: 

“T am delighted to knew that the 
Russians like it and sincerely hope 
that every iron curtain will be lifted 
so that all Russians may see it, as it 
shows how democracy works in a 
democratic country.” 

Baptists’ Beef 

Meantime, the Southern Baptist 
eonvention in St. Louis was threat- 
ening a boycott of films and seeking 
to “cooperate locally with the mem- 
bership of other denominational 
groups” in setting up standards for 
motion pictures. Industry was cen- 
sured for presenting “scenes depict- 
ing gambling, drinking, organized 
vice, divorce and general immoral- 
ity.” Films were charged with be- 
ing a coniributing factor in delin- 

uency, divorcee and broken homes 

ecause they tend to glamorize 
Joose morals.” 
Suggestion of “cooperation” with 


Pix, Radio Fight Back 


Continued from page 1 jam 











presenting , other groups was obviously referring 


to the Legion of Decency, which 
rates films for the Roman Catholic 
Church. At the offices of the Legion 
in New York, it was stated the or- 
ganization was “glad to cooperate 


| with any such group” and would in- 


terchange its ratings if requested. 








Rank Interview 
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cast stones. That was when he said 
“We have got to have much more 
That 


affiliated circuits, and when we have 


playing-time. starts with the 


started with them, we can go down 


i the line to the subsequent runs.” 


Young, on his part, sounded anew 


the warning that the industry could | 


not expect to sell its films in Eng- 


land if it didn't reciprocate in kind. | 


We must find some way of bringing 
English pictures to this country so 
that she can buy ours,” he declared. 
The very peace of the world de- 
pended upon the U. S. solving its in- 
ternational problems and to broaden 
the stream of films in all directions 
was a highly important step towards 
free enterprise and better under- 
standings, he added. 

Rank steered clear of the touchy 
tangle on Britain’s course of action 
on currency. Britain would buy 
American films so long as it had 
dollars, Rank said, but passed the 
ball to Johnston when the next ques- 
tion sought info on what happens 
thereafter. Johnston, on his part, 
protested that “this is an interview 
of Mr. Rank .rd Mr. Young, not of 
me.” As to figures on what British 
pix are earning now in the U. S. 
and what the year’s goal was, 


néither Rank nor Fox, who inter-, 


cepted, would say. Not enough films 
have played for a sufficient period 
to warrant an answer, Fox pro- 
tested. 

Universal has a “target figure” of 
showcases which it wants to ac- 
in all cities over 250,000 in 
population, Fox said. Program is 
currently stymied, however, be- 
cause “exhibitors have made a lot 
of money in the past five years” and 
are asking exhorbitant prices for 
their theatres. Inflated building ma- 
terials were also hampering U’s 
plans, he added. 

With Young present, the subject 
of his introduction of films on rail- 
road trains cropped up. Young 
termed the experiment satisfactory, 
said the early show was turning 
away patrons, and declared he would 
expand the program to include all 
Chesapeake & Ohio lines. Other 


railroaders had scoffed at the plan, 
he said, but they were being proved 
wrong by results. 


Metro Prod. 


Continued from page 9 


and profits, slipped to fourth place 
i,. 1946 behind Paramount, 20th-Fox 
and Warners. Company has already 
instituted a new policy of pacting 
for distribution of top indie product 
as one step in its campaign to fight 
its way back to the top. If it can 
boost its releases in line with the 
boost in preduction, it will be that 


much further ahead toward raking 
in more revenue. Only obstacle in 
the way is the possibility that some 
of the pictures being producéd now 
at a time of sky-high production 
costs may find a dip in both admis- 
sion scales and grosses when they’re 
released and eventually liquidated. 

Present release plans call for at 
least two new pictures each month, 
in addition to three or four reissues 
to be distributed throughout the 
year. This, according to Metro execs, 
will make for a consistent flow of 
product so that exhibitors can be 
assured of at least one new film 
every two weeks. “Great Waltz” is 
slated. for release this month as the 
second reissue of the year (first 
was “Boom Town”). Either “Phila- 
delphia Story” or “The Women” will 
be next, with a possibility that 
“Gone with the Wind” will also be 
reissued this year if it’s possible to 
get a suffieient supply of Technicolor 
prints. 

Topping the list of 15 new prop- 
erties awaiting production are Sin- 
clair Lewis’ “Cass Timberlane,” a 
remake of Dumas’ “Three Muske- 
teers.” J. P. Marquand’s bestseller, 
“B. Fs Daughter” and Irving Ber- 








lin’s “Easter Parade.” 









Ouiz H’wood Tunesmith 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Film composer Hans Eisler, 
| quizzed yesterday (Mon.) by House 
|un-American Activities Committee- 
| men, according to Rep. J. Parnell 
|Thomas (R-NJ) proved 
| pleading inability to remember 





| when asked about numerous past | 


| jaunts in and out of country, as well 


gressional probers already had 
|enough evidence on Eisler, on ar- 
rival here last week, to summon him 
to Washington for public question- 
ing on June 16. Roy M. Brewer, in- 
ternational rep of the IATSE, and 
two business agents of locals within 
the organization talked lengthily 
with Thomas, offering information 
about how Communists “stuck their 
noses into the Hollywood strikes.” 

Thomas afterwards disclosed that 
Brewer asserted the NLRB was act- 
ing as “an accessory to the Commu- 
nist party.” 








Reade’s Suit 


—mm, Continued from page 9 





; These houses, complaint alleges, fol- 
|low first-run Newark by 14 days. 
| Time lapse is unreasonable, it’s as- 
serted, because Plainfield is not in 
the same competitive area. as 
Newark. 

Warners’ two houses in Elizabeth, 
complaint continues, which also play 
14 days after Newark are the real 
beneficiaries since the FPiainfield 
clearance prevents the latter town 
from playing ahead of Elizabeth. 
Warners’ Cranford, in the town of 
the same label, also gains by the 
system, it’s said, as well as RKO’s 
State and Rivoli in New Brunswick. 

Complaint was filed by Monroe 
Stein, New York attorney. He also 
reps for Fifth & Walnut, Inc., oper 
ator of a Louisville house, and plain- 
tiff in a triple-damager now in the 
N. Y. federal court. 

$1,260,000 Chi Suit 
Chicago, May 13. 

Latest blockbooking suit in Chi- 
cago, and first since the Supreme 
Court decision last month, was filed 
by the Rio theatre, northwest side 
nabe house, for $1,200,000 damages 
against 16 producing companies in- 
cluding Paramount, Warners, Metro, 
RKO, Columbia, Universal, Republic 
plus distributing organizations and 
BE&K. 

Rio claims that in last five years 
producers and_ distributors had 
caused them monopoly damage of 
$300,000 and asked for triple dam- 
ages and lawyer's fee. 


Product Pinch 


Continued from page 9 


decline in the bookings of reissues. 
Theatre operators, it's said, no 
longer nust take the oldies to fill in 
on playing time and they're being 
used with less frequency, particu- 
larly in the first-runs. 

One indication of the dip in the 
marketability of reissues is the fact 
that Meiro, according to reports, has 
bracketed its reprint of “Boomtown” 
in the third class where its pred- 
ecessor, “Rage in Heaven,” sold for 
35% in the next-to-top sivi. Asking 
price on “Alexander's Ragtime 
Band” has also slid some, it's said, 
as a result of the easie: product sit- 
uation plus the film's unsenrational 
reissue performance at the Roxy 
(N. Y.). 

Majors, exhibs think, are upping 
their releases to prevent any pix 
from losing their timeliness by 
languishing on company shelves. It’s 
argued that the recent string of 
lame pix which have died at the box- 
office was partly the result of fail- 
ing to get the films moving when 
they were fresh out of the editing 
room. 

Emphasizing the hiked tempo of 
releases which have ended the prod- 
uct famine, backlog of all majors 
| has faded to a total of 74 films from 
its high last October of 129. Early in 
| March, the total was down to 110 
,and the dip has been much sharper 
| Since -then. 

i Backlog will be boosted exnsider- 
\ably in the near future, it’s said, 
since a raft of pix are currently in 
| the cutting and editing rooms. That. 
| however, doesn’t weaken the point 
| since the high was slashed by rapid 
| releases. 

| United Artists and Paramount 
/now lead with 15 films completed 
|}and unreleased; Warner Bros., next. 

with 14; RKO has 13; Columbia. 10: 
| Metro, five; 20th-Fox, two; and Uni- 
| versal, none. Latter company has 
| seven or eight which will be ready 
i}within next couple of months. 









On Commie Activities 


“evasive,” | 


as about his activities. Learned con- | 


©’ tural relations. 





MPEA Conditions 


Continued from page 9 


arrangements were not made. He 
_was emphatic in his insistence that 
|MPEA have distribution of the gov- 
ernment newsreel, pointing out that 
'MPEA is handling such ‘newsreels 
satisfactori!y for the government in 
| Japan and Avstris 
| , 
Askea whethex 
posed to the rehebilitation of the 
German film industry, Maas pointed 
out that the Export Assn.’s job is not 
to decide on production or non-pro- 
duction in Germany. Its task is to 
sell American films there. He indi- 
cated that commercially it doesn’t 
mean a thing to the American pic- 


ture business whether the German 
industry exists or not on a strong 
basis. 

Maas announced that Harold 
Smith, formerly Motion Picture 


Assn. European chief, had been made 
MPEA policy rep in Berlin, dealing 
with military authorities and cul- 
He said another ex- 
l ecutive would be named to have ac- 
tual charge of distribution in Ger- 
many. 

Europeans are enthusiastic abeut 
American screen products, according 
| to Maas. He said “Guadalcanal 
| Diary’ had played 12 weeks in 
| Prague, and that “Tarzan” pictures 
| were cutgrossing normally much big- 
ger productions in Holland. He 
cited “Union Pacific,” which is top 
grosser currentiy in Germany, as 
another indication of Evropean 
tasies. It's even outgrossing Ger- 
man films there. First film to play 
in Poland will be “Young Tom Edi- 
son,” which is slated to open soon in 
Warsaw. 


Situation continues hopeless in 
Yugoslavia, where MPEA has re- 
fused to agree to flat rental terms. 
Maas said that it has been the def- 
j; inite policy of MPEA to keep con- 
trol of distribution where there is a 
Government Film Monopoly, or na- 
tionalized industry, and that this is 
not possible on flat rentals. Regard- 


ing Russia, he ¢xplained that sample 
pictures are being screened at the 
U. S. consulate in Moscow for Soviet 
distrib setup, but that no negotia- 
tions for product had been started. 





Schipa ‘Penitent’ 


Continued from page 1 


Metopera, left the company suddenly 
in 1941, cancelling all engagements, 


Count Ciano, Mussolini’s son-in-law, 
asked him to return to give con- 
certs. In 1937, in Australia, he was 
reported as defying the mayor of 
Sydney by insisting on ending his 
concerts with the Fascist salute, 
thereby earning Mussolini’s public 
commendation 

During the war Schipa was re- 
ported as being in Germany, singing 
for the Nazis. His family, on the 
other hand, were members of the 
Italian underground. His wife spent 
five days in jail for waving at U. S. 
and British prisoners marching 
through the streets. Schipa, at the 
time, was reported as declaring from 
Germany that his wife had “dis- 
graced” his family thereby. 

Allied government, however " 
cleared Schipa, and State Dept. 
okayed his return to U. S. He sang 
with the Philadelphia La Scala 


a Co, in “Rigoletto” in October 


Jannings’ Pians 
Buenos Aires, May 13. 

Brooklyn born, Mazi actor Emil 
Jannings, is en route here for a 
series of guest appearances with 
the Teatro Argentino-Aleman. He 
will be starred in productions of 
“Emperor Jones,” “King Lear,” 
“Danton,” “The Blue Angel” (play 
built on the film), and “Everyman.” 
Entire cast is to speak Spanish while 
Jannings is to play in German. 

Occupation authorities in Ger- 
many and Austria had forbidden 
Jannings to resume his theatrical ac- 
tivities there because of his Nazi 
tieup. He was reported responsible 
for production of several Nazi prop- 
aganda films during the war, being 
Staatsschauspieler of the Third 
Reich and one of Tobis Film Corp. 
producers. Although Jannings later 
denied making more than one propa- 
ganda pic (admitting to making 
“Ohm Krueger”) and breaking with 
his friend Joseph Goebbels, he was 
starred in 1943 in a pie about Bis- 
marck and as late as 1945 was slated 
for title role in a pic “Wer Ist Herr 
Behling?” for Bavaria Film Corp. 

Belief here is that Jannings would 
like to use his legit appearances as 
|Springbeard for a return to pix work 





the MPEA is op- | 


to return to his native Italy becausea finale (8th) of “Best Years” 


Egg’ Colossal $45,000 
Tops Dull Philly, Two 
Spots; Fifth Ave.’ 124¢ 


Philadelphia, May 

“Egg and I” is providing the ro ] 
| boxoffice meat this session as Phill 
| still tries to climb out of biz de the 
Day-dating at the Goldman and Mare 
ton, “Egg” looks to get smash $45,000 
for the two spots. “Farmer's Daugh- 
ter” also is hot at Mastbaum “It 
| Happened on Fifth Ave.” is gettin 
'a fair play due to smart bally a 
ph oar “Sag met of Don De Fore 

ms star. lerwise, tr i : 
| dull, erwise, trade js very 





Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94) 


vs “Hap. 
| pened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono). Neon 
$12,500. Last week, “Love Laughs 


| Andy Hardy” (M-G), $8.500 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 90-$1.80) 
|—“Best Years” (RKO) (6th wk) 


| $14,000, after okay $16€,000 last Dai 
| Boyd (WB) (2,350: 50-94 )- “Sea of 
Grass’ (M-G) (4th wk). Sluggish 
$16,500 afier good $19,000 Jasi week 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99 )—“Big 
Town” (Par) with Louis «.rmstrong 
orch. Fairish $22,500. 


Last 
“Calendar Girl” (Rep) with Charlig 


Spivak orch, dull $17,000 

Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-94)— “Home- 
stretch” (20th) (2d wk). So-so $17,- 
090 after fine $25,000 last week. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) 
—“Egg and I” (U) Sock $30.000 or 
near. Last week, “Suddenly Spring” 
(Par) (3d wk), $14,000 

Kariton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94)— 
“Egg and I’ (U). Big $15,000. Last 
week, “Buck Privates” (U) (2d wk) 
$6,500. : 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500: 50-94)— 
“George Apley” (20th) (2d run), Dull 
$4,000. Last 


week, “Stallion Road* 
(WB) (2d run). $5,000. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-94)— 


“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO). Hot 
$30,000. Last week. “Love and Learn” 
(WB), mild $17,500. 

Pix (Cummins) (500: 90-$1.80)~— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (6th wk). Me. 
diocre $9,500 after $13,500 last week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-94)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) (34 
wk). Oke $18,000 after good $24,500 
opener. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-94) —“Angel 
and Badman” (Rep) (3d wk). Mod- 


est $9,000 after trim $°3,000 for last 
week. 











Picture Grosses 
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WASHINGTON 


“Brief Encounter” (U) (3d wk). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, fine $5,000 

Keith’s (RKQ) (1,838; 44-80)— 
“Tarzan and Huntress” (RKO). A 
$12,000 one-week breather for this 
house between “Best Years” (RKO) 
and “Egg and I” (U). Last week, 
(RKO), 
better than anticipated at $16,000. 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (27th” wk). About 
half of capacity at $3,500 after about 
Same last stanza. Closes on May 28, 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-70)— 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono), 
Sock $15,000. Last week, “Locket” 
(RKO) (2d wk), fair $9,500. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-70)— 
“California” (Par) (2d wk). Way off 
to $12,000 after strong $24,000 for 
opening week. 


‘Duel’ Huge at $34,000, 
Seattle; ‘Stallion’ $9,000 


Seattle, May 13. 

Best entries this stanza are “Won- 
derful Life” at Liberty and “Duel in 
Sun” at Fifth Avenue. Latter mag 
crack house record, “Life” is sti 
strong in its second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Capt. ution” (FC) and “Capt. 
Fury” (FC) (reissues) (2d wk). Dull 
$3,000. Last week, “Sinbad” ‘RKO) 
(3d wk), nifty $4,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Near rece 
ord-breaking $34,000. Last week, 
“Macomber” (UA) (2d wk), $5,800 in 
5 days. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 45-80)— 
“Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Great $10,000 after magnificent $12,- 
600 last week. 

Music Fox (H-E) 
“Macomber” (UA) (3d wk). Good 

000. Last week, “Best Years 
(RKO) (6th wk), big $4,500 in four 
days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Red House” (UA) (2d wk). Slow 
$4,500 in 6 days after good $8.800 last 
week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB). Not so goed 
at $9,000. Last week, “Smash-Up 
(U), solid $10,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 
“Michigan Kid” (US plus Dary! Har- 
ka Cuban Revue. Good $6,500 Last 
week, “Down Missouri Way” ‘PRC) 
and “Ricardo Returns” (PRC) with 
nz Anderson headlining stage, $6. 





(800: 45-80)— 


Paramount (H-E) (3.039; 45-80)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) end 
“Little Mr. Jim” (M-G). Slow $7,500. 
Last week, “Fury” (FC} and “Cau- 
tion” «(F-C), mild $7,100. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80 oa 
“Smash-Up” (U) (m.o.). Fair $4,008. 


Last week, “Pursued” (WB) m0. 





jin Hollyweod. 
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Later this week Warners will announce 





the exact times and places for the Trade 
Showing of a genuine sensation — “The 
Unfaithful’. You'll be grateful for the 
| opportunity — arrange to see it if you pos- 


sibly can—and take Mrs. Exhibiter too / 


ANN SHERIDAN - LEW AYRES-ZACHARY SCOTT. THE UNFAITHFUL’ 


with EVE ARDEN. *STEVEN GERAY> Original Screen Play by David Goodis and James Guna »* Music by Max Steiner * VINCENT “SHERMAN + JERRY “WALD WP) 

























BIG NEWS 
FOR THE 
FAMILY 
TRADE! 
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Okay Mr. and Mrs. America and offspring! We want you to know 
that M-G-M has launched the Biggest Production Program in 
movie history! Yes, Mr. M-G-M Exhibitor, your Friendly Studio is 
the busiest spot in California! We safeguard your business future 
with Big Stars in Big Entertainments! Millions of dollars in star 
names and production values for your public! Within the next 
few weeks all these mighty attractions will be under way: 


“HIGH WALL”’—Robert Taylor Audrey Totter 


“IF WINTER COMES’—Walter Pidgeon 
Deborah Kerr * Angela Lansbury 


“VIRTWOUS™—Van Johnson * June Allyson 


“KILLER McCOY’—Mickey Rooney 
Elizabeth Taylor 


“ALIAS THE GENTLEMAN ’*— Wallace Beery 
Tom Drake ~* 


“CASS TIMBERLANE’—Spencer Tracy 
Lana Turner 


“KISSING BANDIT” (Technicolor) 
Frank Sinatra » Kathryn Grayson 


“UPWARD TO THE STARS’—Bob Walker 
Donna Reed 


“ON AN ISLAND WITH YOU (Technicolor) 


Esther Williams + Peter Lawford * Ricardo 
Montalban + Cyd Charisse * Jimmy Durante 


“SPEAK TO ME OF LOVE’—Greer Garson 
Walter Pidgeon 

“THREE MUSKETEERS” (Technicolor) 
Gene Kelly + William Powell » Van Heflin 
Lana Turner 

“B. F.’s DAUGHTER®—Katharine Hepburn 

“HOMECOMING OF ULYSSES’ d 
Clark Gable + Deborah Kerr 


“STATE OF THE UNION*’—Spencer Tracy 
Claudette Colbert 
Irving Berlin’s “EASTER PARADE” 


(Technicolor) Gene Kelly + Judy Garland 
Peter Lawford - Cyd Charisse 


Yes, it’s big news for America’s millions! And as usual, it’s M-G-M that 
leads the way with optimism, daring and greatness! 


se, 


FAN MAIL! Last week we reported a series of Audience Previews of completed M-G-M attractions. We're stil] getting fan mail about these 
big hits: “THE HUCKSTERS,” “SONG OF LOVE,” “FIESTA” (Technicolor), “GREEN DOLPHIN STREET,” “THE BIRDS AND THE 
BEES” (Technicolor), “CYNTHIA,” “UNFINISHED DANCE” (Technicolor), “ROMANCE OF ROSY RIDGE,” “LIVING IN A BIG WAY.” 
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Thside Stuf—Pictures 


Sharply hypoed interest of pix industry in theatre video and film busi- 
ness’s generally mounting activity on all tele fronts, recalls that television 
figured nearly 12 years ago in its first motion picture story sale row. 
Variety of July 17, 1935, related how a scrap over television rights was 
holding up the sale of Edna Ferber’s “Come and Get It” to Samuel Gold- 
wyn. Author insisted on hanging on to the video angle of the property 
on the theory that it might be valuable before her copyrights ran out. 
It was the first case of its kind of television figuring in a story sale con- 
troversy. It’s been a long time, but “Come and Get It” may be televised 
one of these days. 

“Full Measure,” based on an unpublished novel of Ruth Friedlich 
(George S. Kaufman’s sister), was recently adapted for film production 
by Miss Friedlich and Edward Mabley, the Broadway and radio dramatist. 
The work immediately ran into a unique fear on the part of Hollywood 
producers, namely that its.locale in a big American city food market 
would make the picture cruel and hateful to all Europeans at this time. 
Lush displays of foodstuffs would have international political influence, 





it was feared. 





Next printing of “The Last Word in Makeup.” 


makeup artist for Metro and RKO in the east. will contain much hitherto 


secret info on rubber (latex) prosthesis. 


disclosed to the public. ‘“Makeup,’ 
Service, is now in its third printing 
partments of most universities. 


’ published by 
. It’s required reading in drama de- 


Data has not generaliy been 
the Dramatists Play 


Current problem at 20th-Fox is whether to release “Forever Amber” 
as a road show or as one of the company’s regular program. Picture has 


been 


whittled down to approximately three hours and will retain that 


footage if roadshown. In case it goes into regular release it will be cut 


to about two hours and ag half. 





Blitz Exhib’ Idea 


Selznick’s Plan 


Hollywood, May 13. 
High key advance bally, climaxed 
by the day-and-date opening splurge 
that is 


“Duel In the Sun,” will be regular 
policy of the Selznick Releasing Or- 
———- for all future productions. 

tudio flackery is already getting 
set for a super advance selling cam- 
paign on “The Paradine Case,” next 
SRO release. Picture is due to get 
same type of multiple area opening 
as “Duel.” 

According to studio execs, Selz- 
nick feels that multiple runs are the 
answer to problem of getting bigger 
grosses, better production and main- 
taining high level of wages and em- 
ployment in the studios, with a 
freezeout in the foreign market im- 
inent and in face of a drop in 
domestic grosses, Selznick believes 
its necessary to break through the 
bottleneck of firstruns if Hollywood 
is to prosper. The answer, as he 
gees it, is what he calls “blitz ex- 
hibitionism.” 


Church Slaps Down ‘Duel’ 
For Ads on Alleged ‘OK’ 


Box in the corner of “Duel in the 
Sun” ads, stating that the picture 
had been “passed” by the Legion of 
Decency, brought a slap last week 


trom that organization, Statement 
issued by the Catholie Church re- 
viewing group declared: 

“The Legion of Decency has not 
‘passed’ this film in the sense that 
the Legion has approved the film or 
given the film an unobjectionable 
rating. The Legion has rated the 
revised version with its numerous 
ehanges and additions of prolog and 
epilog B, or objectionable in part, 
for this reason: ‘Immodestly sugges- 
we sequences; glorification of illicit 
ove.” 

Bob Gillham, David O. Selznick’s 
eastern pub-ad director, said the 
box was inserted in the ads because 
it was feared that Catholics did not 
know that the Church had recanted 
from its original threat of boycot- 
ting the film, following cooperation 
by Selznick in making 46 cuts and 
adding a prolog at the Legion’s re- 
quest, 








Hartford Clergymen Protest 
Hartford, May 13. 
“Duel in the Sun” drew condemna- 
tion last week from two local clergy- 


men, who asked the State legislature | 


to ban the film as “dirty.” 

The Rev. Harry C. Struck and the 
Rev. L. Theron French, chairman 
and vice-chairman of the Hartford 
Juvenile Commission, charged in a 
telegram to legislative leaders that 
the picture was a challenge to 
“standards of decent conduct.” 





Ask Bids on New Toledo House 

Toledo, May 13. 
Engineering surveys have begun 
and bids will be taken June 1 for 
construction of a modern $2,900,000 
theatre here for Balaban & Katz. 
Project was announced recently. 
Program calls for completion of new 
house by June next year when 
B. & K. lease on the 3,000-seat Para- 
mount expires, 
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tax, that gave Selznick an average 
of approximately 90e per admission. 

About 60 engagements had opened 
throughout the nation prior to the 
flood of preems last week and the 
| total theatre gross to date is figured 
) at almost $4,500,000. Experience in 
;most of the holdovers was pretty 
much the same: first week was very 
big, but there was a decided slump 
| after that. Word-of-mouth on the 
film is better than the almost uni- 
versally scathing reviews, but at 
best mediocre 

Despite this, Selznick office 
claimed yesterday (Tuesday) that 
negotiations were in progrés with 
Loew’s to reopen the film in the 
cireult’s New York area keys which 
didn’t play it during the week that 
closed last night. Plan, tf it goes 
through, is to skip a week and open 
the film next Wednesday (21) at the 
same admission priees. 

Income from the Loew. chain in 
New York metropolitan area is fig- 
ured at around $900,000, or a little 
more, for the week, excluding the 
Capitol. The 16 other indies brought 
in about $85,000. That pushes total 
income from New York up over the 
$1,000,000 mark. Best any other film 
has garnered is $800,000 achieved by 
“Jolson Story” recently on the Loew 
time. It played the whole chain, 
however, rather just the 38 reached 
by “Duel.” 





Strong on Coast 
Hollywood, May 7. 
“Duel” pulled estimated $1,100,000 
in Southern and Northern Galifornia 
since opening as a roadshow here 
early this year. Phenomenal figure 
includes $437,900 during two-a-day 


at Vogue, Fairfax and Egyptian 
here, Remainder was piled up 
since last Wednesday (7) when it 


simultaneously opened in 85 houses 
in the two territories. 
Opening day, last Wednesday. in 


37 Southern California theatres, 
piled up $78,664, and Thursday 
socko $65,649. HM then bettered 


Wednesday on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Opening in 18 Northern California 
houses clocked a tremendous, $49,- 
553. Fox, San Francisco, oracked 
records with smash $9,986 opening 
day, while small United Nations 
went above $2,200. Tuesday open- 
ing in San Diego boffola $9,831. 


ENT CONSIDERS STADIA 
PREEMS FOR ‘BODY’ 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Deal for 25 major city openings of 
“Body and Soul” in large prizefight 
arenas is being worked out by Enter- 
prise. Plan for one-night-only bene- 
fit showings in roofed stadia would 
give film unusual kickoff before it 
moves into theatres for regular runs. 
Plans are to use four synchronized 
projectors throwing image on four- 

sided screen with opaque backing. 


Schulberg Plans to Prod. 
Hollywood, May 13. 

B. P. Schulberg has a story prop- 
erty which he plans to produce in- 
| dependently. 

Former head of Paramount pro- 
duction latterly went into public re- 
lations, whence he started, but now 
yens to return to production once 
again. 
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Selznick-Metro 


Continued from page 3 


to avoid disrupting SRO by giving 
indication of its impending demise. 
Adding some credence to this is the 
relative frugality with which SRO 
is being set up. Staff is compara- 
tively meager, if plans are to push 
ahead to the status of a major dis- 


tributing company, and salaries be- 
ing paid and type personnel being 
hired, except for a few top execs, 
give no indication of setting up a 
nucleus for bigger things to come. 


‘Duel’ Spills Loew Theatre Policy 


Close ties that Selznick maintains 
with the Metro organization is seen 


in the tossing overboard during the 


past week of the latier’s most rigid 
rules of policy. Playing “Duel” on 
Broadway at the Capitol and in 38 
other houses in the metropolitan area 
simultaneously was a total break 
from Loew’s practice, as was ad- 
vancing admission prices and drop- 
ping the stage «show at the Capitol 
for the engagement. 

Metro move in 
nick to speed up return of 
vestment in “Duel” is 
from orders 


the in- 
seen as re- 
coming down 
Release of the pic- 
ture has been delayed by many fac- 


tors, including the studio strike 
which held up Technicolor prints, 
so it is naturally important for DOS 


to recoup as rapidly as possible the 
$5,250,000 spent in its production and 
the $1,000,000 or more invested in 
advertising it, as well as the expense 
of establishing and operating even 
a limited distribution operation. 
Outoome of the Selz- 
nick’s joining 
lieved, will hinge somewhat on the 
success of “Duel” and “Paradine.” 


idea of 


'Should they prove big moneymakers, 


temptation naturally will be for 


DOS to retain his complete autono- 
my, rather than throwing in his lot 
with a major studio and distribu- 
ting company. 





WB-Col. 


Continued from page 8 


Universal, 


against $934,506 in '46. 

WB’s reversal in form is remark- 
able in view of the records of the 
other companies. Warners came 
home with a smashing $7,203,000 for 
the quarter which closed Nov. 30 
against $4,367,000 for the earlier 
comparative stanza. Industry finan- 
cial experts are at a loss to explain 
the almost doubling of profits while 
that of other companies slid. Colum- 
bia’s half-year returns unfold a net 
of $2,480,000 against $2,250,000 for fis- 
cal 46. - 

Par‘s first-quarter take was equiv- 
alent to earnings of $1.30 per share 
on the 7,303,972, outstanding, and 
compares with $1.54 per share in the 
quarter ended March 30, °46. Pro- 
portion of the profit derived from 
non-consolidated subsids came _ to 


$1,700,000, a sharp drop from the $3,- | 


086,000 slice in 1946. Board of direc- 
tors declared a regular quarterly 


dividend of 50c per share on com- 
mon, payable June 27 to stockhold- 
ers of record June 6. 






Al Jc'son 


Continued from page 1 


of the take. Buchman and Skolsky 
teamed on the film. F 


Typifying its consistent pull, “Jol- 
son Story” will break a precedent 
by replaying the entire Loew’s 
metropolitan New York circuit for 
the long end of the week on the 
heels of its return to Broadway via 


; . . | 
thus aiding Selz- | 


Metro. it is be-! 






too, has paralleled the 
slide-off in biz with profits of $756,- 
548 for the 13 weeks ended Feb. 1, | 








Berke Sells Out to SG 


Hollywood, May 13. 

William Berke sold his interest in 
three pictures he produced and di- 
| rected for Screen Guild to the film 
|company for $31,000. Deal gives 
| Berke an option to produce and 
| direct other pictures for SG in fu- 
| ture should he line up stories that 
can be turned out in the company’s 





‘% 
vv 





budget range Meantime he will 
return to freelance directing 

Films he made were “Rolling 
Home,” “Renegade Girl” and “Shoot | 


To Kill.” 


MONO DEFERS TO SAG 
| IN WINDING UP SKED 


Hollywood, May 18 
Both Monogram and its 
Allied Artists, will shutter after com- 


pleting present pix. Three now 
shooting will be last until new 
Screen Actors Guild contract is 
signed. However, possibility exists 
that King Bros.-Mackinlay Kantor 


“Gun Crazy,” on AA’s slate, will 
proceed on schedule since much of 
ithe location shooting is planned for 
Iowa. 

Currently shooting are “Robin 
|Hood of Monterey,” “Guy Named 
| Joe Palooka,” due to wind end of 
| this week, and “Code of the Saddle,” 
to end next Monday and Tuesday. 








Jungmeyer Made V.P. 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., was ap- 
pointed veepee and associate pro- 
ducer of Alson Pictures, headed by 
Edward L. Alperson, with a program 
|of five features to be _ released 
through 20th-Fox in three years, 

First of the five is “The Tender 
Years,” based on Jungmeyer’s story, 
which Harold Schuster will direct 
| with Joe E. Brown starring. 












— 





‘Alice’ Versions 


Continued from page 3 


In public domain, Disney will make 
necessary afrangements, however, 
for use of any special ideas or mu- 
sic he uses from the ART-Hassan le- 
git production. 





Disney Statement 
Hollywood, May 18. 

Tussle over rights to “Alice in 
Wonderland” is on. Walt Disney an- 
nounced intention of going right 
ahead with his film despite an- 
nouncement by Lou Bunin, former 
Metro producer, that he'll make it 
in France. Budget for the Disney 
version is $3,000,000, highest in the 
studio’s history. 

Disney statement reads: “Position 
of Walt Disney studio regarding its 
production of “Alice in Wonderful” 
is quite clear. We are fully confident 
as to our legal rights, not only with 
respect to copyrights and title reg- 
istrations but also other equitable 
protection. The picture is actually 
in work now and our production 
plans are such as to make it the 
largest budgeted feature in the his- 
tory of the studio.” 








Casey Retires 


aes ~4(COntinued from page 3 


a younger man with a knowledge of 





that he also was desirous of getting | 


itres of Washington, 


Coast Indie Exhibs Earmark $25,000 
To Test ASCAP Theatre Licensing 


Los Angeles, May 18. 

Pacific Coast Conference. of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners tossed a 
$25,000 haymaker at the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers in the final session of its 
convention here, appropriating that 
sum to test the legality of the prac- 
tice of exacting license fees from 
theatres playing music on film, The 
initial appropriation was announced 
as a bid to enlist other exhibitors 
throughout the country in the same 
endeavor 

Fight against ASCAP 
headed by Robert Graham, general 
counsel for the Independent Thea- 
Northern Idaho 


was spear- 


land Alaska, who declared the indie 


affiliate, | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Of Alson Company. 


exhibs of the State of Washington 
had not paid ASCAP any fees since 
1935. He asserted that the position 
of the Washington exhibs was that 
when the producers had acquired the 


reproducing rights to a piece of 
music from the copyright owner, 
with the full knowledge that it would 


be recorded on film for performance 
in theatres, the copyright owner had 
been fully paid and all other ex- 
actions from exhibitors was illegal 
and in restraint of trade 

Graham pointed out that ASCAP 
had been prevented from doing 
business in the State of Washington 
under a court decision handed down 
in 1940, and advised exhibitors to sit 
tight and refuse to pay any fees 
until ASCAP files infringement suits, 

Convention also launched a cam- 
paign to combat high film rentals, 
A new formula, based on the classi- 
fication of Coast theatres and their 
ability to pay, will be prepared by 
the PCCITO board of directors and 


| submitted to the distributoys. 





| 


FILE SUIT ON RIGHTS 
TO AUSTRIAN ‘BEL AMI’ 


Los Angeles, May 18. 

Casino Film Exchange filed suit 
in L. A. federal court for $75,000, 
charging Levinson-Finney Enter- 
prises with wrongfully obtaining 
American rights to “Bel Ami,” an 
Austrian film starring Willy Forst, a 
Viennese actor. Casino claims it 


obtained rights through purchase of 
prints from the New York Customs 
Office, where they had been seized. 

The United Artists release, “The 
Private Affairs of Bel Ami,” is not 
in any way invoived in the suit. 





Metro's Record 


Continued from page 3 


that sum toted to $3,136,698. Figure 
which is scored up as non-company 
producers’ cut in film rentals was 
doled out to William Randolph 
Hearst as partner in News of the 
Day, and to foreign producers whose 
pix M-G distributes overseas. That 
sum is small when compared to the 
$6,964,334 which Columbia, for in- 
Stance, paid last year to- oujgide in- 
terests. Warner Bros., on t other 
hand, paid even less, its outlay be- 
ing $2,524,000. 
Income From Theatre Pards 


In the partly-owned theatre field, 
the Poli-New’ England circuit, the 
17-house chain in which M-G has a 
75% share, turned in a cash divvy of 
$187,500 while Metro’s share in its 
equity was boosted $508,741 by the 
profitable year. The three Boston 
houses, 78% owned, came through 
with $121,819 for M-G and equity 
climb of $206,686. 


Other cash dividends raked in by 


the Victoria theatre. Pic racked up | modern labor relations techniques. | Metro on partnership theatres were 


over for a second stanza. 


Loew’s execs had been flirting 
with the idea of a repeat engagement 
for some time _ since “Jolson” 
knocked out attendances on its first 
run around the circuit topped only 
by “Gone With The Wind.” Victoria 
return was hit upon as a tester to 
determine whether public interest 
was keyed enough for a full-circuit 
replay. 

“Jolson” breaks precedent in Eng- 
land, also, where the film is booked 
to reopen at the Tivoli, showcase 
London house, next Thursday (22). 
Because of winter blizzards and the 
coal shortage, pic didn’t do so hot 
in its first time at that house. 


In Glasgow, pic also does a return 











‘bout, first-run., 


33 


a solid $15,000 at the Vic during its | Casey will be 73 in November. Ef- | $50,000 from Penn-Federal; $23,500 
first week replaying and is holding | forts by Johnston for the past 12/| from Toledo Operating Corp., and 
. months thus to have Casey replaced | $35,000 from Macon 


Amus. Corp. 


|} by a more youthful man directly | Robbins Music Co., M-G’s chief mu- 


jin the AMPP fold have met with 


sie publishing house, gave the com- 


| failure until now. Casey had main- | pany $38,250 in cash profits and $55,- 
tained he was plenty hale to hold | 515 increase in its equity. 


the job and studio toppers backed 
| him in the showdowns, 

| New setup, Johnston stated, he 
|hoped would facilitate bringing 
|; about peace in the current eight- 
|months old studio jurisdictional 
| Strike. He admitted, however, there 
were no signs of settlement, with 
the situation pretty much the same 
as it has been for months. 

| Boren was with Par for 12 years, 
| holding the studio manager post 


| from 1941 to 1945. At one time he 


} 
| 


| 


; 


Company toppers did well on 
bonuses and profit-sharing arrange- 
ments which play an important part 
in the aggregate remuneration 
pulled down by Metro’s execs. Of 
Louis B. Mayer's total compensation 
of $500,000, slice in profits repre- 
sented $343,571 Nicholas M. 
Schenck, prexy. took $94,410 while 


; veepee J. Robert Rubin's share was 


$111,357. 
Bonuses to other company officers 


was counsellor for men and assist- , were $43,571 apiece to veepees Ed- 


; ant football coach at the University 
,- ,of, Southern California. 


fasts 


| 


gar J. Mannix and Al Lichtman, an& 


$65,357 to. y.p, Benjamjp ;Thau. 
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At the World's FINEST THEATRES, the 
TWO PARAMOUNTS _ Ax 


@ LOS ANGELES and HOLLYWOOD +DAY & DATE 
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Par Ups Simmons to Dallas Manager, 


Bowles Frisco Chief; Xchange Items 


+. 
v 





Dallas. 

Heywood Simmons named to suc- 
ceed Fred Larned as manager of local 
Paramount exchange. Larned recent- 
ly was killed in an auto crash. 

Tom Bridge succeeds Simmons as 
sales manager here, coming here 
from San Francisco. John Bowles, 


assistant to George A. Smith, western | 


division sales manager, becomes sales 
manager of San Francisco Office. 





Simons Amus. Gets Mont. House 

Butte. 
Simons Amus. Co, took over the 
Rialto, Missoula. 

Car! Anderson boosted seating ca- 
pacity of 360-seat Orpheum in Kalis- 
pel to 750. Orpheum will close soon 
for alteration stint. 

Bill Fowers, Butte Fox-Intermoun- 
tain manager, appointed Del Dalling, 
former assistant at Ogden Egyptian, 
to the Montana here. 





Minn, School Super An Exhib 
Minneapolis. 

E. O. Olson resigned as superin- 
tendent of schools at Deer River, 
Minn., near here, to become an ex- 
hibitor. He has bought the Grand 
and West End theatres, Northfield, 
Min 
ette Dilley, who is retiring after 25 
years in show biz. 





RKO Excursions, Golfery 

Twelveth annual outing for some 
2,000 employees of RKO Pictures, 
RKO theatres, RKO-Pathe News 
and the RKO Film Exchange is 
slated to be held on Monday (19) 
and the 26th. Group will sail up 
the Hudson to Bear Mountain on 
the two separate days. Annual golf 
tournament is scheduled for tomor- 
row (Thursday). 

Regan Upped in Memphis 
Memphis. 

R. V. Regan upped to branch man- 
ager of RKO’s Memphis exchange, 
replacing A.M. Avery, into exhibi- 
tion end of the business. Regan, 
heretofore, was office manager of 
the branch with RKO for past 20 
years. 





Feld in St, L. for E-L 
William Feld named special sales 
rep for Eagle-Lion in the St. Louis, 


Kansas City, Omaha end Des Moines | 


area. 





Par Ups Holliday in Charlotte 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Paramount's Charlotte (N.C.) 
branch has made the following 
changes: Bill Holliday, eastern North 
Carolina salesman, promoted to sales 
manager and sent to Atlanta; E. C. 
DeBerry to handle Eastern North 
Carolina; and Lawrence Terrell, 
former booking manager, promoted 
to salesman; Joe Cutrell promoted 
to booking manager; Harry Kerr 
promoted to first booker: Webber 
Howell and Lee Collins promoted to 
bookers, and Bob Love, contract 
clerk, promoted to head of the con- 
tract department. 

William A. Scully, sales manager 
of Universal, here to discuss sales, 
conferring with James Frew, man- 
ager of exchange, and Joe Bishop, 
sales manager. 





Fecke’s PRC Post in Hub 
Boston. 

A. J. Fecke tagged for the post 
of Boston branch manager for PRC. 
He leaves Republic, with which he 
was connected since 1932, to 
over his new stint. 

Bowles Moves to Frisco 
Los Angeles. 

John Bowles was shifted from Los 
Angeles to San Francisco as sales 
manager for Paramount in the Bay 
territory, succeeding Tom Bridges, 
who moves ‘to the Dallas branch. 

Herwood Simmons, former Dallas 
sales manager, was upped to branch 
manager in that sector, filling the 
vacancy left by the accidental death 
of Fred Larned. 

Glenn Hardy moved into the ex- 
hibitor field via the purchase of 
Ward theatre in Pismo Beach. Ivan 
Rowley had operated the house for 
many years under lease. 





Carr Returns to Mo. Exhibition 
St. Louis. 
C. T. Carr, who retired as a film 
theatre owner 15 yeafs ago, has re- 
turned and is planning a new house 
in Russellville, Mo. 
_ Mark Raymon, 


——....._._ 


district manager 











n., for about $100, 000 from Ever- 


take | 
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WRITER TO BE CHIEF ON MO- 
TICN PICTURE ACCOUNT. 
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ENCE. SALARY EXCELLENT. 


| Box 8571 
VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St.. New York 19 




















oe 


for Eagle-Lion in St. Louis, resigned 
to enter private business on the West 
Coast. 

A. L. Brown is the new owner of 
the Amuzu in Fonda, Ia. 

Pete Gloria is city manager for 
Rodgers Circuit in Carbondale, II1., 
| vice Roy Hayden, who’s been shifted 
j to Poplar Biuff, Mo. 

J. T. Goshen awarded a 
| for erection of a new house in Clin- 
| ton, Mo., to replace one recently 
| stroyed by fire. Goshen 
ates the Uptown, Sedalia, 

Barney Rosenthal, local 
for Monogram, 
H. Graham 
Louis, for 
uct. 

The Shelby, a 
owned by the American Legion Post 
in Shelby, Ga., has been lighted. 

Henry P. Saggau, Denison, Ia., will 
build a 700-seater there to augment 
his Ritz. Leo V. and Richard Mc- 
Tague also planning a new house for 
that town. 

Earl Vandevort, Kenneth, Mo., and 
A. H. Sharp, Gideon, Mo., exhibs, 
convalescing from a siege of the flu. 

Dickson & Amads shuttered their 
Roxy in Crystal City, Mo., 
i they lighted their new Hi-Way, a 
750-seater. 

B. H. Huschen sold his share in 
the Roanoke, a new house in Ro- 
anoke, Ill., to his partner Martin 
Moritz, Benson, Il. 

Irvin Davis leased 
Grove, Table Grove, IIL, 
Martin. 

Fay French has lighted his new 
house in Central City, Ia. 





also oper- 
Mo 


manager 


owner of Webster, St. 
Monogram’s 1946-47 prod- 


new 275-seater, 





the Table 
from Leo 





Metro’s Checkers In Confab 


Cincinnati, May 13. 
Two-day meeting of the six field 
supervisors of Metro’s field audit- 


ing (checking) department is slated 
to tee off May 23 at the Hotel Neth- 
erlands-Plaza here, with depart- 
mental chief William G. Brenner in 
charge. 

Meet is one of a series of periodic 
confabs instituted by Brenner last 
year when he realigned the depart- 
ment to set up the regional offices, 
in a move to decentralize checking 
activities from the homeoffice to 
| the field. Chief item on the agenda 
this time will be a huddle on meth- 
ods of obtaining increased efficiency 
in the department. 


Bill Slater’s Own Flackery 





Bill Slater resigned from Colum- 
| bia Picts’ special events dept. to 
| open own publicity office in N. Y. 


to handle commercial and theatrical 
accounts. Slater 20 years in the 
industry has held posts with United 
Artists, Paramount, RKO, Republic 
and Columbia. 


Bill Feld to Eagle-Lion 
Pittsburgh. 

Bill Feld, manager Republic ex- 
change here, resigned to become dis- 
trict chief in St. Louis for Eagle- 
Lion, his home town. 
ceeded here by Ike Sweeney, veteran 
RKO salesman. 

Robert Munn, out of Cleveland. 
comes here to join Republic and 
cover the West Virginia territory. 

Goodwin (Goody) Sable, who left 
Pittsburgh 12 years ago to become 
an RKO theatre manager in Day- 
ton, O., appointed city chief for 
company theatres there. 

Carl T. McKnight, a Youngstown, 
O., railroad man, and Carl Blake, 
who has operated drive-ins in Ohio, 
will open an outdoor theatre near 
Greenville, Pa. 

Dave Leff, former local theatre 
owner and recently a salesman for 
United Artists in Buffalo, sent here 
to look after UA’s exchange here 
during serious illness of Ira Cohn. 





oo 


Latter was stricken during com- 
pany’s district sales meet two 
months ago and has been in the 


hospital ever since. : 
Blatt Brothers will open a Drive- 
In this summer near Altoona. 


When Paul Becker reopens the 
old Ohio here, itll have a new 
name, the Sky. Sam Gould oper- 


ated house for a number of years 
but didn’t renew his lease. 

Sam Fineberg, manager of Mono- 
gram exchange, sold his home here 
so his wife can move permanently 
to Phoenix, Arizona, on account of 


| her sinus trouble. 
Monogram getting its first de 
luxe local booking with “It Hap- 


pened On Fifth Avenue,” 





been spotted in WB's ace down- 
town house, the Stanley, late this 
|month or early in June. Mono} 


'product has played other downtown | 


before, like Warner 
but hasn't so far ever 
big spots. 


first-runners 
j}and Fulton, 
| crashed the 
| U's Ableson Quits For L. A. 
Minneapolis. 
Fred Ableson resigned as Univer- 
sal’s Twin City salesman to make 
| his home in Los Angeles where 
| brother, Bob Ableson, former RKO 


city salesman here, now is Film 
Classics’ district manager. No suc- 
| cessor appointed yet. 

Bill Evidon transferred by Co- 
lumbia from city salesman here to 
,;Los Angeles where he'll be assist- 


j ant branch manager. Sid Lax has 


Larned, Kans., Fetes 
Exhib 45 Years in Biz 


Larned, Kans. 

John Schnack, owner of Electric 
theatre here, celebrates his 45th anni 
as an exhibitor this week. Electric 
has been operating on the same loca- 
tion since 1912 and is one of oldest 
fiim houses in the U. S. Town of 
Larned has set aside May 11-17 to 
celebrate the event. 

Schnack launched his picture ca- 
reer in 1902 when he and a partner, 
Raleigh Webb, formed the Edison 
Exhibition Co. and organized free 
film shows. Partnership was 
solved in 





contract | 


de- | 


closed a deal with C. | 


when | 


Feld is suc- | 


which has |! 


in upstairs Opera House, which was 


owned by his father. A year later 
i|he moved his theatre to another 
building and in 1912 located the Elec- 


site, 


| tric theatre on _its present 





| been promoted from 
to salesman. Glen Wood, formerly 
with Paramount, succeeds Lax. 

Teschner Quits Loew’s, Toledo 

Toledo, O. 

Ted Teschner resigned as manager 
of Loew’s Valentine here to enter 
the ad sign business. Abe Luducar, 
formerly manager of Park, Cleve- 
land, becomes manager of Valen- 
tine. 





Mo.-Kans, Chain Fights Dog Days 

Kansas City. 
Managers of 65 
'theatres in Missouri 


and. Kansas 


Aug. 16. 


Indiana Exhibitors Rap 


Indianapolis, 
Board of directors 


May 13. 
of Associated 


distributor action in selling film to 
public institutions supported by and 
directly in competition with them, 
as highlight of meeting here this 
week. 

Move was inspired by 
Universal - International 
Purdue University Hall 
“If this precedent is 
stand and such a practice gains 
ground, then you may soon find pic- 
tures being exhibited in the 


showing of 
pictures at 
of Music 


town in competition to 
hibitors were warned. 


you,” ex- 


Motion Picture Assn. committee to 











dis- | 
1906 and Schnack opened 


_ } 
office manager | 


Commonwealth | 


have been given the green light on 
their 15th annual “King of the Sun” 
promotional campaign via a series | 
of divisional meetings. The cam- 
paign, with managers. receiving 
bonuses for improving summer 
trade, was originated by C. C. 
Schultz, prexy, in 1932 to combat 
light summer trade and has been 
an annual affair since. This year’s 
campaign extends from May 4 to 


Distribs’ Unfair Competish | 


Theatre Owners strongly condemned | 


.| Wives of 
allowed to} 


high | 
school or public auditorium in your | 
| know of the National Theatre Supply’ 
| 


ATOI board also voted support for | 


study possibilities of using screen to | 


Los Angeles, May 13. 

Eleventh annual convention of 
Variety Clubs, International, got un- 
der way here today for five days of 
business and entertainment with 
about 1,200 visiting showmen as 
guests of Los Angeles Tent No. 25, of 
which Charles P. Skouras is chief 
barker. Tents have been pitched on 
the wide lawn of the Amba 
hotel where Bob O'Donnell, national 
chief barker, has made his head- 
| quarters to oversee activities in the 
busiest week ever progra 
Variety Club meeting 

Delegates and thei: 
largest in the history of the organiza- 
tion, were welcomed to town in the 
south patio of the railroad termina! 
by a flock of senoritas, cowboys and 
Mexican guitar 
| headed by a Castilian caballero, 
Mahon, 
To make N. Y. visitors feel at home 
they were transported to their hotels 





saqaor 


Wives tt 


Jim 





in Fifth Avenue double-deck buses 
borrowed from Monogram 

Serious business includes an ad 
|dress by E. V. Richards, gucst 


| speaker, Thursday: election of 
tional officers on Friday; and 
nouncement of the annual Humani- 
tarian Award, Saturday night. 
award will be made at a banquet on 
Warners’ Sound Stage No. Two. 
which has been turned into a circus 
tent with all the trimmings. One end 
of the structure contains a full-size 
theatre stage for an all-star show 
produced by LeRoy Prinz and James 


nia 


al- 


Tk), 
iiis 





V. Kern. Seating arrangements have 
been made for 1,400 delegates and 
civic, stage and ne leaders at 

this affair. 
For the first time in Variety con- 
vention history, radio will play a 
role. Charles P. Skouras ha 


arranged for network and independ- 
executives players, disk 
| jockeys, advertising agency head: 
|and program managers to spread 
salutes on the air waves. 


] 
| major 
| 
} 


ent studio 


the delegates will be 
a five-day ride of enter- 
| tainment by a special committee 

| gram consists of luncheons hosted by 
| 

| 


taken for 


Pro- 


and Hollywood Turf Club; a fashion 
show 
| the Earl Carroll Theatre-Restaurant, 





Largest Turnout in History Marks 
Variety Clubs’ Convention in L. A. 


and a night at Ken Murray’s “Blagek- 
outs,” hosted by Sid Grauman. 
Motion Picture Assn. paid tribute 
to Variety Clubs, International, in a 
salutation by prexy Eric Johnston, 
who said: 
“To me, the Variety Clubs are truly 


| the heart of show business. There fs 
no heart more generous than the 
heart of Variety. They have devoted 


players in costume, | 


of Fox West Coast theatres. | 
| formed branch 


Gene Autry Productions, Henry 
. Pt ! 
Ginsberg of Paramount, Oscar Old- 


| that 


at Cocoanut Grove, a night at | 


and puh-ad departments, 
| strongly 


| of-mouth. 


to a mul- 
asking nothing 
serve in good 
measure 


themselves wholeheartedly 
titude of charities, 
but the chance to 
causes and bring a 
of happiness to the underprivileged, 
the distressed and the unfortunate. 
They have particularly enriched the 
lives of children, and in so doing 
have helped to buiid a brighter, bet- 
ter country for us all.” 


greatel 


New Frisco Tent Installs 

San Francisco,.May 13. 
Variety Club, newly 
of the national or- 
held inaugural banquet 
and installation of officers this 
week at St. Francis hotel. Robert 
O'Donnell of Dallas, national chief 
yvarker and Charles Skouras na- 
tional canvasman, were guests of 
of honor. Abe Blumenfeld, local 
exhib, was installed as chief barker 
of local branch. 


Frisco 


ganization, 














- ‘Merdoux’ Pulled | 


Continued from page 3 


Stromberg’s “Dishonored Lady,” 
which goes in next. 
Withdrawal of “Verdoux” is an “T- 


UA’s sales 
which had 
objected to Chaplin’s in- 
sistence on opening at the Broadway 
April 11 without allowing adequate 
time for a promotional buildup. 
Chaplin reportedly was _ insistent 
that his name on the marquee, plus 
ads announcing him in a new pic- 
ture, would turn the b.o. trick with- 
out extensive pudlicity. 

UA execs felt that he was prob- 
ably right—provided “Verdoux” got 
vood press notices and strong word- 
However, just what they 
feared has happened. This film was 
not well received, with the result 
it had nothing to fall back on 
in the way of interest built up by 
advertising, publicity and exploita- 
tion. 


told-you-so” victory for 















































bring about better understanding of | ram SS 
industry and how it works. True- | 
man Rembusch, president of ATOI, | N y k Th 
will serve with group appointed by | ew or eatres 
Eric Johnston, prez of MPA. 
4 
| y = Jack Carson @ Robert Hutton Humphrey Bsrbara 
Film Televising Martha Vickers © Janis Paige BOGART © STANWYCK 
in Warner Bros. Hit Alexis SMITH 
(mae Continued from page 3 Saaeme | “LOVE AND LEARN” 


definition of pictures transmitted by 
theatre tele, moreover, will prob- 
ably not be brought up to present 
motion picture stanaards for at least 
another few years. 

As for FCC reserving a 
video channe! for theatres. 
pointed out that the FCC 
guided by what it 
best aid public welfare. With the 
spectrum currently in use as 
crowded as it is, it’s doubtful that 
the Commission will see its way 
clear to turning over a channel for 
straight commercial purposes. It’s 
recalled, in line with this, that the 
FCC several years ago turned down 
a request from Muzak for an ex- 
clusive AM radio channel to pipe 
its music into bars and restaurants. 

Theatre television, 
will probably serve as an adjunct 


special 


must be 
considers will 








Raibourn 


consequently, | 


in Person 
INA RAY HUTTON 


and Her Orchestra 


Special Extra 
LENNY KENT PHIL BRITO 
WARNERS’ 
BROADWAY 


STRAND 


AT 47TH STREET 
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Continuous - ‘David 0. Setznich's 
meres 

| Last 


Feature 11:45 
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a“pitol€ 


, the RENNES FTUBIOS present ’ 





Bway & 
Sist St. 








BA DAVID 


“STANWYCK WNIVEN. 


| 





to current theatre operation, with | % 
transmission of sports and special | 3 ‘ 
events used as an added inducement | ; . o 
to lure customers into theatres, in | 3 RICHARD © 
'Raibourn’s opinion. He declared | 2 Ms IVOL CONTE 7 
\that most theatres would probably | | “rniitracés" riwomancs © 


want to use the film storage method, 
on which Par engineers are 
working, so that the regular film 
program wouldn't have to be tam- 
pered with. Par still has many 
problems to iron out on the sys- 
tem, including labor difficulties, de- 
velopment of a>-tube, etc., but these 
are common to all theatre tele sys- 


tems, he said. 
Raibourn declined to predict what 
course the Motion Picture Assn. 





his | 


| would follow in answer to the plea 


by SMPE that it study theatre tele 
carefully. It’s possible, however, he 
declared, that the MPA may lay 
down a broad outline on. how large 
screen video will impinge on regu- 
lar film business in a report similai 
| to the one it made on the same oub- 
| ject in 1938. 
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“THE EGG AND |” 


A Universal-International Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION . 














Law ON SCREEN 





IN PEKSON 

Thurs., May 15 Charles 
Anne BAXTER TRENET 

Wm, HOLDEN 

Senny TUFTS Extra! 
4 Dorothy 
— " DONEGAN 

OF NOON Pius Other« 
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In Warner Bros. P:cture 


“The Two Mrs. Carrolls” 


With NIGEL BRUCE 
Directed by Peter Godfrey 
Produced by Murk HUellinger 


WARNERS' 


B‘way at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD 


















Cornel WILDE+> Maureen O'HARA 
“The HOMESTRETCH” 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
PLUS ON STAGE — HAZEL SCOTT + The BARRY’S 


CARL RAVAZZA - HENNY YOUNGMAN 
7th Ave. & 








The Academy Award Picture! 
Winner of Nine Academy Awards! 
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’M a singer. I’ve sung a lot 
of songs in my time... 
some happy, some not too 

happy...but always... .they 
fitted in with the shape of 
things. This is the one time 
I haven’t a song. I’ve got 
words but they have no tune. 
I’ve got words but they don’t 
rhyme with love or above... 
with moon or June. The 
words I have in mind rhyme 
with pain and suffering. ..., 
And standing above all these 
words like the Empire State 
Building is a question. . ., 
Have they forgotien us? You 
know who asks that question. 
You know who has been ask- 
ing that for so many years. 


KID about 12 years old 

asks. A man about 65 
asks. A woman who is 45 
asks....and triple them and 
add a million. You know 
who they are. The No. 1 peo- 
ple on the Hitler Murder 


Death Is Thei 


000. Six million men, women 





a 
) 








Parade. The Jew of Europe, || he 
They ask. . . have we been for. 


ar 
gotten? I guess maybeifyou}! ar 
tried hard you might findal|\ th 
song for them at that. Yor'y) a 
might sing Kaddish. Death/ — ce 
is their neighbor... .has been || he 
their neighbor ever since the}; w 
swastika tried to take the | to 





place of the sun. | al 


HAT 12-year-old kid | 

. ‘ } 
spoke about...his family |) ] 
died in the furnaces at Lub} 





lin. That 65-year-old man...}| P 
his family to the last genera |) b 
tion died in the poison cham-|, tl 
bers at Mideneck. 4 a 

iz. 


HE woman. her family}; tl 
died on a freight train. bi 
Triple that. ..and add 6,000; |, 


ao 
— Fs 


and children died in the same}, v 
way...and those left...oné])' v 
million and one-half...they]) € 
want to know....they ask.| 8 
have we been forgotten? Yo) s 
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have got to answer them. You 
and me...we have got to 
answer them. Not like in 
the past. They can’t be given 
a handout to ease _ the 
conscience. Sure...you’ve 
helped. You’ve dug into your 
wallet and you’ve sent your 
token...but how many of 
any of us have dug right into 
our heart? 


OW many of us have 

been willing to pay the 
price of a freedom that we 
bought for a bargain. . . while 
they pay the price we got 
away with. They pay it night 
and day. They pay it when 
they wake up in their Dis- 
placed Persons camps in the 
morning. ..formerly concen- 
tration camps. They pay it 
when they walk out...any- 
where in Europe. . . for wher- 
ever they walk...the blood 
Stains of their brothers and 
sisters are under their feet. 


ghbor.... 


© WE stand up and say 
...you’ve had enough, 
brother and sister. ..enough 
of wanting and not getting. . .. 
enough of holding out your 
hand and getting it pushed 
back in your faceP Or are 
Wwe going to have them sing 
Kaddish for the rest of their 
lives... I] can’t say much more 
than that. I’ve already said 
much more than | expected to 
...maybe I’d_ better finish 
quick. ..maybe I’d better fin- 
ish by saying. ..if they’re not 
helped now...if they’re not 
given life now...then Heaven 
help us...we’ve not only sold 
them out, we’ve sold out our- 
selves and all those things we 
say we believe in. 


HERE is no. alternative. 
They must be helped.. .. 
and they must be helped now! 
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Rush in Reverse to 


Take to Ether 


Cues Concern Over Tough Biz Ahead 


Washington, May 13. + 





Broadcasters on all sides are 
showing inereasing evidence of con- 
eern over their future earning 
power as new stations multiply in 
their areas and the competition 
for the advertisers’ dollar grows 
tougher. And without waiting for 
any words of warning or comfort 
which FCC may give in its upcom- 
ing omnibus report on the economic 


future of radio, down-to-earth | 

broadcasters are quietly taking | 

things in their own hands. | 
For example, although FCC 


nothing like that number will take 
to the ether in line with their orig- 
ina] proposals. According to word 
here, in a half-dozen cases existing 
broadeasters have already tried to 
make deals with the new permittees 
to merge interests rather than 
brazen out the competition. 

Usual pattern is for the existing 
station or the newcomer to suggest 
use of one fellow’s facilities and the 
ether’s choicer channel assignment. 
The existing broadcaster is most apt 
to make the offer when a station of 
higher power or unlimited time op- 
eration comes in to threaten his net- 
“work contract. Fact is that the net- 
works are having a field day choos- 
ing among the stations as newcomers 
win better channel assignment. And 
with only 56 days’ notice by either 


party to terminate a chain affiliation | 


there is good cause for jitters among 
some of the oldtime affiliates. 

Deals to merge interests must, of 
eourse, come before FCC for ap- 
proval. While Commission men may 
be sympathetic to broadcasters’ 
worry over budgets—since it has its 
own troubles in this regard—spokes- 
men say that FCC will not tolerate 
“trafficking in licenses.” In other 
words, newcomers who hope to trade 
their choice frequency assignment in 
for use of another broadcaster's fa- 
cilities may find rough going when 
they file “transfer of control” or re- 
organization applications at the FCC. 

In other recent grants, FCC per- 
mits have gone to both the local 
newspaper and a second non-news- 
paper bidder in a town. In a few 
instances, the second permittee has 
preferred to step out of the picture 
rather than buck competition from 
the newspaper which has all the 
odds in its favor. 

Such moves have been made re- 
cently in Tennessee, North Caro- 
lina, Utah and New York. Similar 
situations have arisen where a radio- 
savvy operator with plenty of blue 
chips has gotten in the same market 
with a newcomer who filed his ap- 
plication thinking he would have the 
field to himself and would “make a 
killing” quickly. 

FCC records show that since Oc- 
tober, 1945, when the wartime freeze 
was lifted only a dozen or so ac- 
tual permittees have reneged on 
their station plans and handed back 
their franchises. However, approxi- 
mately 40 applications for AM facili- 
ties have been dismissed as competi- 
tion made radio appear less desir- 
able. 


13 Stations in First 
Midwest Baseball Net 
To Air Cubs Via WIN 


Chicago, May 13. 
The first midwestern baseball nef- 
work has been organized by a group 
of stations in this region to enable 
them to transmit the Cubs’ ball 
games, coverage of which has here- 

tofore been unavailable to them. 
Group headed by Sil Aston, of the 
Howard Wilson Co., which repre- 





sents a majority of the stations, is | 


fed directly by WIND of Chicago, 
which keeps two quickie commer- 
cials on the net for either Old Gold 
or Walgreen, its sponsors on alter- 
nate days. Seven other commercial 
spots are cued out for local sales, 
which allows net to be one of few 
to get started with a black ink op- 
eration. 

Net may enlarge because several 
other stations have submitted appli- 
cations, but thus far it is composed 
of: WDUZ, Green Bay, Wis.; WNAM, 
Neenah, Wis.; KCBC, Des Moines; 
WMMJ, Peoria; WQUA, Moline: 
WMUS, Muskegon, Mich; KAYX, 
Waterloo; WGIL, Galesburg, IIL; 
WDWS, Champaign; WDAN, Dan- 
ville; WKMO, Kokomo, and WMIQ, 
Iron Mountain, Mich. 


5 


N. J. Backwoods 


All-out promotion by WNBC 
and WCBS, N. Y., flagships of 
NBC and CBS, respectively, to 
acquaint everybody with their 
new call letters several months 
ago, apparently failed to pene- 
trate as far as Camden, N. J. 

New RCA radio sets just 
reaching the N. Y. market have 
pushbuttons labelled “WEAF” 
and “WABC.” 











handed out some 55 permits for new sry 9 
standard broadcast stations here | ] r@a ll S 
last week, it is already apparent that | 


Adam in Bigtime 


Adam Hats, which in the past has 
been identified with the bankrolling 
of sports events, is moving into the 
| bigtime programming picture. Com- 
|pany has purchased the 10:30-11 
|Sunday night time on NBC, relin- 
|quished a couple months back by 
;Old Gold, and is spotting an amateur 
| program in the spot, with Eddie 
| Dowling as the emcee. 
| Program will be tabbed “The Big 
| Break” and for the first 13 weeks 
Dowling will bring on guest stars, 
representing top name personalities 
in showbiz who were given their 
| first break by the legit producer- 
actor. It will originate from the 
Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y., and is set 
for a July 20 preem. 

Milton Biow is the agency. 


Whodunits Take the Rap 
As Ohio Farmwives See 


Bad Effect on Children 


Cleveland, May 13. 

Whodunits took another brickbat 
when more than 1,600 farm women 
in a poll by the Ohio Farm Bureau 
said they fear that crime and mys- 
tery shows have a bad effect on their 
children. 

Over 25% of those polled named 
“Hermit’s Cave” as “the most dar- 
gerous.” “Inner Sanctum’s” creak- 
ing door invited the condemnation of 
nearly 25%. 

Among the other whodunits casti- 
gated were ‘Mr. District Attorney,” 
“Thin Man,” “Gang Busters,” “The 
Shadow,” ‘Crime Doctor” and 
“Superman.” These, however, were 
not condemned with such numeri- 
cal force’as “Cave” and “Sanctum.” 
Some of the choice terms used by 
the women polled were “too unreal,” 
“nerve wracking,” “frightening,” 
“gruesome” and “too exciting.” 

One-fourth of those polled gave 
fragrant accolades to “Quiz Kids,” 
“Charming Children,” “Let’s Pre- 
tend,” “Smiling Ed McConnell,” 
“Henry Aldrich,” “Happy Hank” and 
“Date With Judy.” 

In lining up their preferences, 
farm women listed in the following 
order these types of shows musical, 
participation, story telling, short 
story drama, serial drama. 











| 














Toledo Groups Object 
Toledo, May 13. 

Toledo Council of Parent-Teacher 
Assns. has joined a dozen other civic 
groups in backing a movement to 
ask local radio stations to discon- 
tinue broadcasting crime and horror 
|radio serials. The organization is 
circulating petitions calling upon sta- 
tions to halt “objectional” programs 
sponsored by advertisers. Total of 
| 300 petitions are in circulation, leav- 
ing spaces for 8,000 signatures, of 
which 1,500 were obtained already. 
These petitions will be sent to the 
three Toledo radio stations, then for- 
warded to Washington. 

William Lehrer, sponsor of the 
| move, said “We are not yet ready to 
| name the programs which we have 
| found objectionable.” 


Baltin Upped at WHOM 


Charles Baltin, program director 
of WHOM, N. Y., since April, 1943, 
| has been promoted to assistant man- 











|indie. Baltin will continue to direct McClinton, radio chief of the N. W. 


|the station’s programming and pub- | 


| lic relations. 

|- He joined WHOM in 1940 as a 
| commentator, the following year 
moving up as education and war ac- 
tivities director. He has been active 
in broadcasting since 1927, coming to 
WHOM from New Brunswick, N. J., 
where he directed educational radio 
programs for the public schools. 
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KLZ KILOCYCLE CONTROLLER 


HARVEY WEHRMAN 


, . . yr 7. | 
Now in his twelfth year as KLZ’s | 


Chief Engineer; chaperones both 
AM and FM transmitters and holds 
one of the industry’s best opera- 
tional records. 

KLZ, DENVER. 


Hub Readers 
Paste Hooper 


In Daily's Poll 


Boston, May 13. 

Hooperatings took a severe past- 
ing in a novel radio poll conducted 
in the Boston Herald by sheet’s 
columnist (and Varrery mugg) 
Rudolph Elie, Jr. One question was 
“Have You Ever Been Called by 
Hooper raters?” Out of 2,015 re- 
sponses only 79, or about 4% replied 
they had. 








Newspaper radio coverage also 
took a slap in the question “Do 
Newspapers Give Radio Adequate 
Coverage?” There were 1,377 “no's” 
to 147 “yes’.” The rest failed to in- 
dicate. 


Poll was Gesigned to give pollees 
a chance to express both their likes 
and dislikes, their favorite programs 
and those they considered worst. 

Fred Allen crossed the line as 
favorite national program by a safe 
margin, with “Information Please,” 
“Telephone Hour,” “Firestone,” Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly, Henry Mor- 

(Continued on page 40) 


Wed.-Fri. Program 
Stalemate at CBS 


There’s a lot of concern around 
CBS as to just how the web’s 
Wednesday and Friday nights’ pro- 
gramming situation will jell this fall. 
The Wednesday stalemate is of par- 
ticular concern because of the strong 
opposition from both the NBC and 
ABC camps. 

Both Ford and Old Gold have 
cancelled out their respective Dinah 
Shore and Frank Sinatra Wednesday 
shows and as yet nobody has an 
inkling as to what the new shows 
will be when the new season rolls 
around. 

As for Friday, the big question 
marks involves the net's ace come- 
dian for that night, Jimmy Durante. 
Tom Luckenbill, of Wm. Esty 
agency, is currently on the Coast 
making a desperate pitch to woo him 
back to the Camel fold, which would 
spot him in the 10 p.m. Thursday 
NBC slot as replacement ‘or Ab- 
bott & Costello. Camel is ready to 
offer him a two-year firm contract. 
whereas his present sponsor, Rexall, 
according to reports, wants to string 
along with a one-year pact, now 
that the Schnoz is going solo with- 
out Garry Moore, although doubling 
his coin. 








Schnoz Decision Due Today 
Hollywood, May 13. 


Decision is expected tomorrow 





| 





(Wed.) on whether Jimmy Durante | 


continues with United-Rexall next 
season or accepts an offer from one 
of four other clients. Session was to 


have been attended by Lou Clayton, 
ager by Fortune Pope, g.m. of the | 


Durante’s business manager: Hay 
Ayer & Son agency, and executives 
of the drug chain. 

Durante is said to be partial to the 
Camels’ offer by Tom Luckenbill. 
of William Esty agency, because of 
his desire to broadcast on NBC and 
the promise of a higher rating. Others 
interested in the Schnoz should he 
leave Rexall include Kraft, General 
Motors and Texaco, 








turers, are the 


| porridge they see on their life menus for lots of crisp lettuce 
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iAfter the Hucksters Comes the Dawn 
vacate 


By CARROLL CARROLL 








Hollywood, 
id, witty, Sly 
Olds realism 


Hot on the heels of the hard-hitting hucksters comes a tim 
and gaily-caparisoned anachronism that self-consciously ay 
while dealing with the realists of the radio business. It is called “Auro 
Dawn,” written by Herman Wouk, published by Simon & Schuster poe 
should be, for men and women connected with the wireless webs and th 
15%eries, amusing required reading. e 

It's required because, like “The Hucksters,” it points out that th 
fringe, which tickles the radio business and makes it fidget, is the buyin 
not the creative or selling, echelon. It restates “The Hucksters’ ” preming 
that the big-business bred psychoneurotics, the merchants and manuface 

“characters” of the kilocycles while network and azens 
men are, at worst, merely venal realists, trading what little pale gray 


e lunatic 


“Aurora Dawn's” archaic style makes it amusing in the same way that 


| it’s amusing to watch a man ride up crowded Fifth avenue on a high 


wheel bike. First you wonder why he’s chosen that means of getting to 
his destination. Then, realizing it’s just a trick, you wonder how he'll follow 
the act. Finally, looking for an end result, you wonder what he wil] have 
created when his spectacular effort is over. 

I've always thought it was wrong to put anything as modern as a radio 
chassis in an antique cabinet. I suppose that’s what really trouble 
about “Aurora Dawn.” It’s a radio story told in a dated style. And] use 
the word dated not in disparagement but merely to indicate that the style 
is not indigenous to the times nor the story. As a matter of fact, the style 
is the story. 

Part Fielding, with quite a bit of George Ade tossed in for seasoning, 
the style of “Aurora Dawn” is discursive, as the writer tells of an author’s 
duty to his characters and to his reader and devious, as he avoids the 
mathematical straight line that is the shortest distance between two points 
for the philosophical line that colors as it confuses. Yet it is not discur- 
sive, devious and philosophical enough to convince the reader that any one 
of the three were necessary te the telling of its simple story. These fore- 
shortened ramblings result in a complete book that reads like a digest 
version of itself. 

Dedicated to Irwin Edman, at whose knee Wouk probably learned the 
above-mentioned philosophy which keynotes each chapter; as full of coin. 
cidences as a comic strip; as self-conscious as a man with a thousand- 
dollar bill at the change desk of the Automat; as clean as any four volumes 
of the Rover Boys and as predestined to success as any short, handy 
amusing book-of-the-month—“Aurora Dawn”—tells of yet another soap 
sachem, and the men willing to pay in genuflections and ulcers for the 
luxuries to be gained by catering to a tyrannical tycoon with a flare for 
showmanship. 

: It also offers some pyrotechnical talk on advertising in general, a little 
information on the home and love affairs of a model and offers, as some- 
thing distinctly new in literature of this or any other nature. a banker 80 
fine, clean, intelligent and understanding, so thoroughly noble a man, as 
to suggest that were there only three more of his type in our counting 
houses all existing banking laws could be jettisoned. In fact, the similarity 
between Stephen English, the banker and financier who actually controla 
the Aurora Dawn Soap Co., and the sum total of all that's magnificent in 
William S. Hart, Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Sir Galahad, Flash Gordon 
Frank Merriwell and Dick Rover, is probably what will win for the book 
Aurora Dawn” a lasting place among the great volumes of business satire, 


Liberal Gabbers Go ‘Underground 
At VOF Rally to Blast Speech Curbs 


* Voice of Freedom Committee, 
Dorothy Parker’s group which cur- 
rently is carrying the torch for 
liberal commentators, found Thurs 
day night (8) that quite a few people 
want to help do something about the 
fading-out of liberals on the ait. 
Turnaway crowd not only paid $2 
top to get into the committee's rally 
at Town Hall, N Y., but also dug 
fistfuls of greenbacks from its pock- 
ets to help finance VOF'’s plans. 
VOF was ready, in more ways 
than one, to make use of the interest 
displayed by the 1.500 who got into 
the rally (committee claims more 
than 2.000 others were turned away). 
|In each program handed out at the 


Ss me 








Bing’s Bicycle Act 

Scarcity of top name talent 
for guest shots on New York- 
originating net shows is reflected 
in the multiple appearances 
being made by Bing Crosby 
during his eastern hegira. 

Within a week’s span, Crosby 
has circuited the major web 
kilocycles by guesting for Fred 
Allen and Walter Winchell, with 
Margaret O’Brien on a Mutual 
Mother’s Day stanza, and on 
Florence Pritchett’s afternoon 
preem Monday (12) on WOR. 














doors was a blank penny postal and 
a printed petition with spaces for 10 


> ] o 
Macrae’s Multiple Shows signatures. Midway through the 
° ° . ing’s —whict ixed sa- 
To Give Him 530-Station trical exits with Poc-ontie drumbest- 


Su Sh ° ‘ing by commentators-in-question 
William L. Shirer, Dr. Frank King 
Ss anet owcasing | don, William Gailmor and others— 
: ummer buildup prepped for Gor- |} the house lights went up and every- 
gon Macrae probably surpasses any | body was invited to get out pen oF 
on record. By the late warm- pencil. ° 
weather weeks the singer will be; Onstage came two shapely lasses 
heard on about 530 stations, even! in brief chorine garb bearing & 
exceeding Bing Crosby’s 400 plus | King-size postcard, which they held 
outlets for his plattered Philco up for the audience to copy on its 
show. |own postals, It was addressed to 
Macrae’s biggest break was pacted , Hon. John Taber, House Appropria- 
ate last week when Gulf Oil, via, tions Committee, Washington, D. © 
oung & Rubicam, announced he | and other side read: “The A 
would be featured in a transcribed, | propriation should be increas 
twice-weekly series, “Songs by Gor- | Safeguard the rights of the liste 
don Macrae,” on 280 stations across | Public.” ;, to 
the country starting next week. In Audience was asked, right page 
N. Y., the program is slated for air- | sign the petitions, and eS oa 
ing on WNBC Tuesdays and Thurs-| them along, get nine other = a. 
days at 12:45-1 p.m. Gulf-sponsored and return them to VOF. Petitions 
deal is set for 16 weeks. addressed to the FCC, = by Po 
Sow ia protect the American people DY 
ink mo earlier, Macrae was sisting that radio stations provide, 
inked as a five-week replacement |; : orld and 
: “A impartially, comment on wo0! 

for Fannie Brice on CBS. Halt- : fai ” 
h : r -. | national affairs... ; 

our musical stanza will be built , ° nthe 

bu Rally was programmed in WU 
around him, with the preem airing | form of a radio show broadcast In 
calendared for Aug. 1 following an 1950 by an “Underground” radio 
oa. aoe hiatus of the General station on an island off the Atlantic 
rors pod roiga: show. coast. Station, it was announces — 
se Stations to the 280| gone on the air “behind inteliec 
he Macrae’s Gulf show. In addition, | barbed wire,” berause the country 
iS singing emcee of the Saturday 


A was now ruled by “Republocrats” 
morning “Teentimers Club.” aired| who forebade anyone to spe 
over 101 NBC stations, and that 


stanza is sticking on through the 
summer, 





against them. John E. Rankin was 
now “head of the U. S, thought Po 


(Continued on page 36) 
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HUCKSTERS: 


Four-Network Circulation 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau this week will send out to agencies, 
clients, etc., a summary of the results of BMB Survey No. 1 on audi- 


ence draw of the four major networks, 


the story of the data assembled as 


The day and night figures give 
of March, 1946. 


NIGHTTIME 

Network Network 

Network Audience Percent* 
NBC La gat nA aE a 31,123,000 92 
Tel a be cable eda coscces Stenaee ' $1 
RISC a aah au Ae dat 22,057,000 65 
PE a kG odes 19,162,000 56 

DAYTIME 

ret Sail a a inn ac aes aba ore 2%889,000 82 
Rt occ a tase 6 da ka oa 25,262,000 74 
EE eds chia x. wk 04 eee wale 21,558,000 63 
Ee ah diac thes dee OES 19,160,000 56 





* Percent that the Network Audience is of the 33,998,000 U. S. radio 


families as of Jan. 1, '46. 


~ The MBS figures give an inflated picture of that 1etwork’s total au- 


dience. 


19 are affiliated with ABC, nine 
most cases there are few, if any, 


MBS totals include the effect of 33 “dual affiliate” stations, 
also credit to one of the other three networks. 


Of these 33 stations, 
with NBC and five with CBS. In 
MBS programs on these stations. 

















Lush ‘Gas Buggy Days May Be Here 
Again as Nets Angle for Auto Biz 


network billings from the automo- 
tive industries have totaled $62,411,- 
915. Of that amount, $9,000,000 was 
spent during 1946, but it was mostly 
“allied” coin (tire companies, Du- 
Pont, Auto-Lite, etc.), with only 
Ford and General Motors, with their 
respective billings of $1,471,387 and 
$1,403,745, spending anything resem- 
bling top coin among the auto 
makers. And in 1947 only Ford, 
with its Wednesday night Dinah 
Shore program, remained in the De- 
troit running. 

But with the upcoming Ford pro- 
gramming expansion and with Plym- 
outh, De Soto, Dodge, Chrysler, 
Nash and General Motors, etc., all 
ripe for selling in the fall, the com- 
petitive sweepstakes among the net- 
v.orks is on in earnest in a bid to 
recapture some of those prewar De- 
troit billings. 

CBS, which reaped all the Ford 
biz this year, has, for one, sunk its 
hooks into the potential auto busi- 
ness and has just come out with a 
12-page booklet mailed to clients, 
prospects and agencies in the auto- 
motive field which draws a parallel 
between “two major forces in Amer- 
ican life—the radio and the auto- 
mobile,” concluding that “radio is 
the surest method yét devised to 
reach the minds of most people with 
the greatest frequency and impact.” 


Breakdown of the 10-year auto 
splurge into radio shows that Chrys- 
ler spent only $336,672 last year, 
nothing this year, as compared with 


its million-dollar billings back in | 


1941 and 1938. In contrast to Ford’s 
$1,471,387 spent in 1946, back in 1936, 
it was spending $2,082,664 and also 
hit in excess of $2,000,000 in 1943 
and ‘44. General Motors’ $1,403,745 
network outlay in 1946 was only 
topped by its 1937 expenditure of 
$1,818,291. 


Nash Kelvinator, which had a CBS 
show last year, spent $608,000 for 
network time, its biggest splurge 
to date. Back in 1937 Packard was 
Spending in excess of $750,000 for 
network time, but it hasn't been 
on the books since 1938. Studebaker 
only spent $13,482 last year, com- 
pared with the $400,000 it was spend- 


ing back in 1936. Cadillac and Hud- 


s0n have virtually ignored radio in 
the past decade. 


Sloane Quits ‘Studio One’ 





. | . Robins . 
In Over-Scale Pay Tiff) fining the New York radio opera- 


Everett Sloane has withdrawn 
from the CBS program “Studio One” 
after enacting the lead roles in the 
first two programs, “Under the Vol- 
cano” and “Topaze,” Ann Burr, who 
had the femme leads in the first two 
shows, was also absent from “Enemy 
of the People” last (Tues.) night, 
but because there was no major 
woman role. Sloane and CBS parted 
on an issue of over-scale payments 
which the network declined to pay. 

There’s been much talk anent 
“Studio One” possibly forming a 
repertory group of AFRA actors. 

his may still be done in due 
course, but strictly at AFRA scale. 





i 


During the past 10 years the four- + 


Who Wants $1,000,000? 
The $1,000,000 Cities Service 
billings is still going a-begging. 
The sponsors of the NBC 
“Highways in Melody” show 
checked out of Foote, Cone & 
Belding some weeks back follow- 
ing client-agency conflict, and al- 
though the lucrative billings 
have been dangled before sev- 
eral other agencies, it’s reported 
that they’ve all nixed it as a 
hard-to-handle account. 

Report was that M’Cann, 
Erickson agency grabbed it off 
a couple weeks back, but execs 
there chimed in with a denial 
on the basis that “we got a cou- 
ple of Standard Oil accounts; 
why should we romance a.com- 
petitive company?” 


Hub Robinson 
Does It in Par 








Jr., last week as national radio di- 
rector for Foote, Cone & Belding, 


nevertheless came as a complete 
surprise to the trade. It was par- 
ticularly surprising in view of the 
fact that during Robinson’s regime 
as radio chieftain, F-C-B billings 
|spiraled to fancy figures, with new 
|aecounts wooed into the agency, in- 
| cluding the entire American Tobacco 
| business. 

Conflict over basic policy resulted 
|in Robinson turning in his resigna- 
|tion, reportedly stemming from dif- 
ferences with Emerson Foote in 
New York, as well as Fairfax Cone 
in Chicago and Don Belding on the 
Coast. Many, recalling previous re- 
gimes, merely put it down to Rob- 
inson not being able to hurdle the 








|failed on, and that he “ran the 
| F-C-B course in par,” which is about 
‘nine months to a year for the 
'agency’s string of radio directors. 

Checkout of Robinson will mean 
|a return to the old formula of opera- 


\tion. with the N. Y., Chi and Coast | 


operations running as entities in- 
stead of having a national radio 
| director. Douglas Coulter, who op- 
stays on, 





| tion. 
Robinson's fifture plans are unde- 
| termined as yet. 


Maggi’s WNBC Exit 


Maggi McNellis, whose midday 
cross-the-board show on WNBC, 
with its three regular sponsors, nets 
her $20,000 a year, has asked the 
station to release her from her con- 





tract. She checks off the program in . 


mid-June and it’s reported that she’s 
dickered for a show on ABC net- 
work. 

Miss McNellis has been on the sta- 
ition for the past two years. 


. instances 


Resignation of Hubbell Robinson, | 


although rumored for several weeks, | 


same obstacles others before him | 


SWITCHES JOLT 
TOP AGENCIES 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


ly aware of the beating that the two 
top advertising agencies—Young & 


|Rubicam and J. Walter Thompson— 


have been taking in recent months, 
and of the comeuppance of other 
agencies that have been copping 
some of their prize accounts. 
While JWT and Y&R continue to 
rule the roost and, along with Dan- 
cer, Fitzgerald & Sample, remain 
well out in front in terms of radio 
billings, nevertheless they’ve been 
seriously jolted from their lofty 
perch — and in a manner that 
has left the top radio execs of the 
two agencies smarting under 


| cussions will be. 

For, as is usual when million- 
dollar accounts go Aying out of the 
window, it’s usually attended by 
some drastic overhauling and pay- 
|roll-personnel belt-tightening. Y&R’s 
loss of the $1,000,000 Borden busi- 
| ness a couple of week’s back to Ken- 
| yon & Eckhardt, following on the 
| heels of Bristol-Myers canceling out 
|on its Alan Young show (also repre- 
senting nearly a million dollars in 
time and talent) the foldup of the 
$1,000,000 Birdseye (General Foods) 
radio programming, plus the loss of 
the $2,000,000 (though not radio) 








K, L & E? 

Bill Lewis’ grabbing off of the 
Ford radio billings last week 
from J. Walter Thompson with- 
in a week after winning over 
the Borden business from Young 
& Rubicam is considered one of 
the most spectacular agency 
coups in recent years. In both 
they were prize ac- 
counts, adding up to $2,500,000 a 
| year in billings for Kenyon & 

Eckhardt, with possibility that 
| it may go to $3,500,000 in the 

fall if Ford, as planned, also 
buys a half-hour weekly “‘insti- 
tutional” show, for which the 
Ford family, rather than the 
dealers, would foot the bill. 

In some quarters it’s been 
suggested that knocking off that 
kind ot business in a double- 
barreied fortnight of activity 
| should easily land Lewis a part- 








| nership in K & E. 








| 


| Rheingold account two months ago 
'to Foote, Cone & Belding, add up 
ito one of the toughest blows 
| dealt an agency in’ many months. 
That there’s considerable uneasiness 
around the agency is anything but a 
secret to the trade. 

There have been reports that Tom 
| Lewis, who heads up Y&R radio, 
|may be on the way out, but this has 
| been vigorously denied by the 
agency, with S. S, Larman, Y&R 
prexy, himseself scotching the 
“rumors circulaing the  indus- 
try as wholly without founda- 
| tion.” The fact remains, however, 





| Madison ave., N.Y., hdqs. 


Thompson agency to Kenyon & 
| Eckhardt, on the heels of the auto 
| firm’s cancellation of the JWT-pro- 
; duced Dinah Shore program on CBS, 
|came with a suddenness that left 
| JWT execs stunned. 

Both JWT and K&E execs were 


doing some fast N.Y.-to-Detroit 
shuttling, the former to pitch up 
“My Friend Irma” as a substitute 


program for Dinah Shore and K&E 
bidding for a second Ford program, 
along “institutional” lines paid for 
|by the Ford family, for the fall. 
| (Last year K&E shared the Ford 


| billings with JWT with the Sunday | 
|night ABC symphonic program). It’s | 


|} reported that JWT was anxious to 
grab off both programs. 
everybody concerned was astonished 
when the Ford people threw the bill- 
ings out of the JWT camp and gave 
it to K&E. 

The two-way K&E coup has pro- 
jected Bill Lewis & Co. as a serious 
contender for top honors among the 
agencies. Within his two-year re- 
gime., radio billings have spiraled 

(Continued on page 36) 
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The trade is becoming increasing- | 





the | 
blow and wondering what the reper- | 








BLOODY, UNBO 


CBS Quietly Effects 57, Hike in Rates 


Via Discount Reduction in Initial 
Steps to Offset Upped Operating Costs 


a a + 





Day and Date 

It’s been suggested chat the 
multiple agency activity of the 
past week (Hubbell Robinson, 
Jr., checking out of Foote, Cone 
& Belding; Bill Lewis grabbing 
the Ford business for Kenyon & 
Eckhardt; rumors of Tom Lewis 
being on the way out at Young 
& Rubicam, etc.) could just be 
part of a well-planned Howard 
Dietz publicity campaign to 
trailerize Metro’s upcoming 
“Hucksters” film. 








CBS ‘Sit-Tight’ As 


that there’s plenty of tension at. 


Loss of the Ford business by the | 


Practically | 


Video Axe Spreads 
Into Other Dents. 


From all indications, the CBS 
resulted in wholesale axe-swinging 
and a virtual foldup of its video 
enterprise, is also extending over 
into the regular broadcasting per- 
sonnel setup. There’s a_ general 
“sit-tight - and-hold-on-to-your-hats” 
feeling of anxiety around 485 Madi- 
son avenue headquarters, stemming 
directly from CBS’ blowing of its 
high financial stake in color tele- 
vision, which is reported to have 
cost the network in the neighbor- 
hood of $5,000,000. 

In at least one of the regular 
functioning CBS departments that 
Operates on a none-too-high budget, 
the order has come 
shave expenses by $8,500. 
report is that similar 
have been ordered in other depts. 


Coke’s $1,000,000 
CBS Time Billings 


CBS wrapped up another $1,000,- 
000 in billings yesterday (Tues.) 
when Coca-Cola came through with 
orders for two half-hour periods. 
Coke outfit has bought the Sunday 
evening 6:30-7 period (which Gen- 
eral Foods has relinquished follow- 
ing bowout of Kate Smith) and 
|Percy Faith will head up a musicai 
| show for the segment. It tees off in 
| mid-August. 

Coca-Cola has also bought 10:30- 
11 Friday night, with Morton Dow- 
ney and a top orchestra going in. 
Latter show, however, won't get 
rolling until the fall. In addition, 
the coke company has bought “Clau- 
_dia” for cross-the-board afternoon 
slotting, with show to be slotted 
i locally without network affiliation, 
the bottlers footing the bill on a 
local basis. 

It marks Coca-Cola’s re-entry into 
radio with one of its top budgets 
to date. It checked out about six 
months ago due to the sugar situa- 
tion. 


NBC STICKS TO 
CROSS-REF BAN 


NBC comics can rib the web's 





And the 


























| tent, but when it comes to violating 
the network’s ban on cross-refer- 
ence to shows on other webs—it’s 
|'no dice. Bob Hope tried it on his 
program last week, when he 
| cracked, “I'l be seeing you tomor- 
row night on your own network,” 
but he was given the “dead air” 
treatment for five seconds, with re- 
sult that the NBC kilocycles re- 
mained unsoiled. 

Some saw in the Bob Hope ges- 
ture an initial move on the part of 
paesy to break down the ban on 


(Continued on page 40) 


economy wave in television, which | 


through to | 


economies | 


vice-presidents to their heart’s con- | 


Quietly and without fanfare, CBS 
| has circulated its new rate card re- 
|ducing its discount for nighttime 
clients, which is tantamount to a 
5% hike in rates to advertisers. It 
| represents the first stringent steps 
| taken on the part of the major net- 
| \vorks to meet the upped operating 
| costs and in the face of a gradual 





decline in billings over the past 
year or two. 

The discount reduction becomes 
effective immediately for new 


| clients, but not until next year for 


| those already on the network, under 
the year’s protective clause in all 
| contracts. 

The new rate card refiecis other 
major changes, as well. It puts 
| particular emphasis on the fact that 
j in order for advertisers to qualify 
| for the 15% full network discount, 
| they must use at least 125 CBS sta- 
| tions, with the additional 
;ment that the aggregate gross eve- 
| ning hour rate total $26,000 or more. 
| Rate Card No. 32 (dated March 15, 
| 1947) in contrast to Rate Card No. 
31 (March 15, °46), also reveals the 
following principal changes: 


Gross evening hour rate for all 
| U. S. stations has increased by $1,250 
|or 4.8%. Changes were made in 20 
cities resulting in a net increase of 
| $875. A total of nine stations was 
| added at a total gross rate of $375. 


For advertisers having programs 
| in the 8-10:30 p.m. periods a dis- 
count reduction of 5% is announced 
| for the first .time. 

| In order to earn the maximum sta- 
| tion-hours discount (7'2°%), adver- 

tisers are now required to use 90 
| station hours per week compared 
| with 80 station hours according io 
| the previous rate card. 

The penalty discount of 5% for 
the use of premium time (8-10:30) is 
| applicable to the gross billings of 
the program. In application the 5% 
| penalty is added to the net after all 
other discounts. 

The maximum discount rate for 
premium time is 27% (formerly 
32%). (On the other hand, the maxi- 
mum at NBC is 25.75%.) 

The increase from 80 to 90 station 
hours per week as a requisite to 
earning the maximum station hour 
discount of 7%% is apparently aimed 
/at maintaining the status quo 
|of half-hour evening advertisers. 
Whereas with all available stations 
a half-hour advertiser would have 
76.8 station hours, now with more 


require- 





would have 82.2 station hours. 

The additional requirements to 
earn the 15% full network discount— 
that the aggregate gross evening 
hour rate total $26,000 or more— 
increases by $260 the minimum re- 
quirement indicated by Rate Card 
No. 31. According to Rate Card No. 
32 there are nine stations which do 
not have to be taken in order to 
qualify for the full network discount. 


Lots of Free Time 
To Answer AFL 


ABC network is dishing out free 
time to the “opposition” forces be- 
cause it feels that the triple-ham- 
mered AFL bombardment of shows 
| on the network, for which the union 
\is plunking down approximately 
| $400,000, represented too one-sided a 
| picture. However, ABC hastens to 
add that that was the agreement 
|made with the AFL when it bought 
, the time for the shows, and that the 
union agreed that if the network 
could not sell time to the NAM or 
others to answer the pro-union pro- 
gramming it would be okay for the 
web to give away free time. 

ABC said it tried to sell time to 
the NAM but the latter nixed it. 
Thus far two “cuffo” talks have been 
heard, with several additional ones 
scheduled this week, both nighttime 
and daytime. Congressman Hartley, 
co-author of the bill being fought by 
|\the AFL, broadcast tomorrow 5). 











stations available such an advertiser. . 
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Nation’s First All-Round School In 
Radio Operations Mulled by OSU 





Columbus, May 13. * 


Spurred by a trio of broadcast 
industry execs, blueprints for the 
nation’s first all-round school in 
radio operations leading to a degree 
in communications have been laid 
before Ohio State University’s board 
for consideration. Pushing the plan 
as a method of training a reservoir 
ef competent industry leaders are | 
Frank Stanton, CBS prexy; Gene | 
King, operation manager of WOR, 
Mutual's N. Y. outlet, and Robert K. | 
Richards, NAB public relations | 
director, all of them members ad 

} 





Ohio State U's alumni. 

If materialized in the form pro- 
jected by this trio, the school will in- 
clude courses in radio engineering. 
programming, salesmanship, promo- 
tion, publicity and other phases of 
radio operations. Standards will be 
set by the broadcast industry in con- 
junction with the college authorities 
with the former participating active- | 
ly on the school’s advisory board. | 
Plans for the school are currently 
in the lap of Dr. Howard L. Bevis, | 
prexy of Ohio State U, which or- | 

anized the Institute of Education 
a Radio and which, 
versities in the country, has dis- 
played most interest in radio’s de- 
velopment. 


Protestant Church 
Gives Green Light 
To 10 Radio Shows 


In one of the most sweeping re- 
ligious endorsements ever handed 
out 90% of the membership of the 
Protestant Church in this country 
has just given the green light to 
radio by awarding merit citations to 
10 national network programs for 
their faithful portrayal of American 
life. 

R. A. Porter, heading the New 
York office of Roche, Williams & 
Cleary, ad-agency handling “A Date 
With Judy,” one of the winners, said, 
in connection with the wards: 

“Significance of these church 








awards cannot be overestimated be- | 


eause they not only command the 
high moral tone of good radio eii- 
tertainment, but they also endorse 
gound salesmanship at a time when 
radio is being severely criticized as 
too commercial. 
wholesale and heedless criticism of 
radio tommercials is plainly pointed 
out by these awards, granted on 
seven points which included the fact 
that sponsored commercials must be 
in keeping with the best in family 
life” 

Winning programs include “Ozzie 

d Harriet”; “Aldrich Family”; “A 

ate With Judy”; “Fibber McGee & 
Molly”; “The Greatest Story Ever 


Told”; “Life Can Be Beautiful”; “Ma | 


Perkins’; “Mayor of the Town”; 
“One Man’s Family”; “Peppe: 
Young’s Family,” all of which deal 
with family life. 

Confined exclusively to church 
people on a nationwide basis, the 


poll was sponsored by The Interna- | 


tional Council of Religious Educa- 
tion and conducted by the Inter- 
gouncil Committee on Christian 
Family Life. 

This latter organization, Porter 
said, includes the three most im- 
portant Protestant organizations in 


(Continued on page 36) 


Two of 4 Union Shows 





To Air From Hollywood 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Hollywood gets two of the four 


entertainment-union-sponsored ABC | 


air shows to buck anti-labor legis- 
lation, and major portion of talent 
and production brains have been 
sect for the first which tees at 5:30 
p.m., May 22. Danny Kaye, Gregory 
Peck, Eddie Cantor, Hattie McDan- 


ie's, Ken Carpenter and Charles 
Dant’s orchestra are set now. 
Others will be added this week. 


Sam Moore, Reuben Ship and Alan 
Lipscott will write, and Charles 
Vanda will direct. 

Show will be repeated on the Mu- 
tual net the following Sunday (25) 
at 10:30 a.m. - 

Murray Boland has been set to di- 
rect the second show, airing May 
29. The only talent set to date is 
Victor Young’s orchestra. 


| service 
of all uni- | 


The danger of | 


Turns Over New Leaf 


Raleigh, May 13. 
Daniel C. Park of Philadelphia, 
has been named general sales man- 
ager of the Tobacco Network, Inc., 
and will make his headquarters in 
Raleigh 
He resigned recently from KYW 


in Philadelphia. 





Keystone's Ciggie 
Deal Cues Beefs 


Chicago, May 13. 
Fur flew on the NAB confab here 
in the small market station meetings 
with charges that Keystone Broad- 


casting was tending to monopolize | 


blocks of space sales and specific 
reference was made to Lucky Strike 
deal in which Keystone acted as 
agents to 
clients for the ad agency. 
Keystone reps present at meeting 
jumped up at accusation, and said 
that no attempt was made to monop- 
olize stations’ facilities and that sta- 
tion reps could have the same biz 
|that Keystone got if the reps had 
|tried. They said that Lucky Strike 
| job was a matter of expediency and 
jin the case of non-clients, no charge 
| was made except as acting agent for 
the agency. Several members sug- 
gested a 
| could be warned of defaulting spon- 
sors and time placing agencies. 
| General reaction among the small 
market station was that “summer 
deal” promoters do a station more 
harnt than good by their high pres- 
sure actions, but several defendants 
of the promoters claimed that money 
| was “cream” and not available to 
|the station owner. However, ma- 
| jority agreed that many promoters 
| were too near the borderline of the 
|unscrupulous and that care must be 
itaken when outside sales groups 
|come into the station territory, so 
that when they leave they do not 
antagonize advertisers. 


New Albany Local Group, 
Dongan Broadcasting, 
Bidding for WOKO Spot 


Albany, May 18. 

| Governor Dongan’ Broadcasting 
,Co., in which Jim Healey, WSNY 
|and former WGY commentator, is a 
| leading spirt, with “a blueprint of 
| what public service and community 
| responsibility should mean in radio,” 
was scheduled to file an application 
|today (13) with FCC for the 1,450 
|; wavelength that WOKO loses Aug. 
| 31. 

| Company, capitalized at $100,000, 
| has a dozen prominent Albany busi- 





|ness and professional men as stock- 
| holders, none of whom owns a ma- 
| jority interest. It is described as the 
| “only exclusively Albany group” 
| which has filed a station authoriza- 
ition request with the FCC since 
| WOKO was first ordered off the air 
for alleged concealment of stock 
ownership. No out-of-town men are 
connected with it. 

Corporation, named after one of 
New York’s earliest governors, num- 
bers among its stockholders repre- 
sentatives of the three major faiths. 
Chester T. Hubbell, president of the 
Albany Chamber of Commerce, is 
one of the subscribers. Charles J. 
Tobin, widely known Catholic law- 
yer, is acting as attorney. 

Plans of the concern are to operate 
a station with emphasis on public 
service and community cooperation. 
All present staff members of WOKO 
| would be retained, at increased sal- 
aries. Healey, former Sunday editor 
| Of the Times-Union, has been active 
jin area radio for 1§ years. He also 
| writes a column, syndicated to 

Worcester, Bangor, Me., 








papers in 
and other cities. 
WOKO Bid Again Nixed 
Washington, May 13 

FCC last Friday (9) turned down 
a second bid from WOKO, Albany, 
to remain on the air after August 31, 
“under new management.” Station 
had promised to remove former 
, general manager Harold Smith from 
|all participation in WOKO and to 
‘make available 250 shares of non- 
| voting stock for purchase by any 
| Station employee with two or more 
years’ service, 


' ' 


non-Keystone | 


service whereby stations | 




















LANNY ROSS 
“Posssesor of one of the smooth- 
est voices we have heard in a long 
time.”’ —Cincinnati Times Star. 
“You have not heard ‘Mamselle’ 
until you have heard Ross sing it.” 
—Cincinnati Enquirer. 
Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











Wee Watters, Hit 
| By Staff Raids, 
Cry for NAB Aid 


Chicago, May 13. 





Regional meeting of National 
| Assn. of Broadcasters here last 
| week elected Charles C. Caley, 


WMBD, Peoria, as director of the 
ninth district, replacing Les Johnson, 
WHBF, Rock Island, and John 
Meagher, Manakota, Minn. to re- 











place E. L. Haydek, WDGY, Min- | 
neapolis, in district 11. No election | 
was held by members of district | 
eight as Bruce McConnell still has | 
one more year to serve in office. 


Employer-employee forum was 
colored with demands that NAB 
form some type of _§ training 
system that would enable small 
stations to resists raids that are now 
going on from new AM and FMers. 
Leaders in the industry foresaw a 
rise in rates of pay due to outside 
demands of other stations unless 
solid personne] policies were estab- 
lished. George Biggar, WIBC, In- 
dianapolis, described the system of 
scholarships established by radio 
stations in the Hoosier state in an 
effort to overcome help shortages 
and advised small station owners to 
draw from local colleges for part 
time aid. Harry R. LePoidevan, 
WRJN, Racine, and former board 
member of the Nationa] Labor Rela- 
tions Board, warned against the 
practice of fee-within-fee contracts, 
stating that while beginning de- 
mands were modest that in several 
cases, citing spot commercials, 
AFRA started at 25c and have since 
risen to a dollar. He urged for uni- 
formity of rates in the same area of 
the same type of station. Body came 
out strongly against contracts which 
gave announcers right to control 
types of commercials that they de- 
| liver, 

Judge Miller, NAB prexy, in a 
luncheon address on the second 





of gov't 
the broadcasters 
the “Mayflower” decision of FCC 
on the grounds that the pro- 
hibition of editorializing by the sta- 
tions was a violation of the first 
amendment, and while he did not 
condone any violation of the deci- 
sion, he implied that legal facilities 
of NAB would be at the disposal of 
those that might contemplate such 
an action. Miller said that NAB was 
definitely opposed to the State De- 
partment’s broadcast program,- and 
said that private short wave: airers 
could do a more effective job. In 
discussing pubiic relations, Miller 
| told the audience that radio has 
| some to be ashamed of and that 
radio should stop being “pushed 
around” and that radio men, them- 
| selves, should stop deprecating their 
j}own role. Claiming that radio can 
and should do a great job in com- 
;munity action he asked that broad- 
casters sponsor action that will 
slash away at the juvenile delin- 


agencies, and said that 


would fight 





| 


day warned on the encroachment | 





quency problem, which, he stated, 
“did not arise from radio, but from | 
the complexity of modern civiliza- 
tion and the breakdown of the | 
family.” 





} 
' 
| San Antonio—Bob Martin has 

been named sports chief of KONO 
| here. 


rar 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


What's happened to CBS’ experimental showcase, “Columbia Wor 
missing from the air for several weeks?....PCA Radio Committee 
rally next Tuesday night (20) at Hotel Woodstock, with Norman Corwin 
Robert L. Shayon, Charles Irving and Frank Kingdon as speakers... CBS 
has a couple of sponsorship nibbles on its new “Studio One” Tuesday night 
60-minute series. 

Lee Bland of CBS told the Hunter College radio production class tast 
week about his One World Flight with Corwin. ...John S. Hayes, manager 
of WQXR, received the Order of the British Empire Friday (9) in Wash- 
ington for his direction of the AEF radio program for the Western Front 

Henry Morgan goes to Springfield Sunday (18) to speak at “] Am An 
American Day” exercises....Lysbeth Tee Blankenship, recently with the 
Compton agency, has joined Wm. Esty’s copy dept. ...Patsy Campbell into 
the cast of “Rosemary”....Scripter Al (“Terry & the Pirates”) Barker 
back from three-week sojourn in Bermuda....G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone 
NAM radio public relations chief, off yesterday (Tues.) on a month-long 
tour of Coast radio stations and regional NAM offices....Keith Kiggins 
who checked out of his ABC v.p. post last January, back from an extended 
rest in the Bahamas and setting up private practice as a consultant on 
management, financing, appraising and industrial problems of radio. 

Bing Crosby, golf pro Johnny Farrell, ABC sports director Harry Wig- 
mer and World-Telly sports scribe Larry Robertson a foursome at the 
Baltusrol links....Joan Lazar into “Evelyn Winters” cast. Charles Pen. 
man, Teresa Keane, Eda Heineman and Ralph Camargo into “Front Page 
Farrell’....Milton Berle renewed by Philip Morris for 13 weeks, but 
Jack Guilford slated to vacate show in June....Don Severn, Kenyon & 
Eckhardt talent head, back from three-week trip to Hollywood... Kar} 
Krueger, Detroit Symph conductor, has postponed a visit to the Continent 
on physicians’ advice. His right arm, hurt in an accident several weeks 
ago, has not mended....Robert Kalaidjian, CBS employment manager, 
father of a boy, William Gerrie, born Thursday (8). Wife, nee Adene 
Gerrie, is a former employee of the Cockfield, Brown & Co. ad agency in 
Montreal....Florence Pritchett, slated to tee off her new “Barbara 
Welles” show on WOR Thursday (8), got a sore throat the day before 
and had to postpone her debut until Monday (12)....Walter Lurie, MBS 
producer, back from Coast preem of “Johnny Madera”....WOR cut an 
audition platter last week with Tommy Dorsey in the role of disk jockey 
...-Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak sent a gov’t bond to the new son of Earl 


Mullin, ABC flack chief (who worked under Kobak when latter was with 
the Blue). 


Ruth Etting, accompanied by her husband, due in today (Wed.) from 
Colorado Springs to prep her new WHN show, preeming Monday (19)..., 
Deal for Connee Boswell to team with Charles Fredericks in the Prudential 
Family Hour summer stanza is off and it looks like Eileen Farrell will 
again get the spot....Norman S. McGee boosted to director of sales at 
WQXR....Rudy Vallee and Dr. Rockwell set for guest shots with Fred 
Allen, May 26 and June 22, respectively....Fred Weihe, indie producer, 
added to production staff at NBC....March of Time doing a documentary 
on radio. Scheduled for September release....Milo Boulton, emcee of “We 
the People,” will be one of the judges who will pick Miss Atlantie City 
June 14....Ben Hyams of CBS Program Writing division, weekending at 
annual Bach Festival at Bethlehem, Pa.....Josephine Lyons, ex BBD&O, 
back in N. Y. after health sojourn in Florida....Earle McGill at Radio 
Directors’ headquarters again after Hollywood trip for union's expansion 
campaign. 

Maxson Food account given up by Lennen & Mitchell agency.... 
Edwin C. Hill out of the hospital, recovering from his recent operation at 
home. Date of return to ABC spot still uncertain....Audition platter will 
be cut tonight (Wed.) at Al Schacht’s 52d street bistro with former base- 
ball star and announcer-disk jockey Bill Berns interviewing sports, stage 
and screen personalities. Fifteen-minute stanza is being prepped by Berns 
as a possible cross-the-board airer for WNBC. ; 


(IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Don Lee network was picked by Lever Bros. to introduce its new hair 
conditioner (Trim) to the Coast. Set for July 8 takeoff is “Count of Monte 
Cristo” with Carlton Young as the swashbuckling hero....On his last 
broadcast of the season, June 3, from Chattanooga, Bob Hope will give & 
sendoff to his summer successor, Van Heflin, who heads up the “Philip 
Marlowe” dramatic series. ...Stanley Resor, prexy of J. Walter Thompson, 
Passed a few days here enroute from his ranch in Wyoming to Mexico 
City with his wife and daughter....NBC added two new members to its 
20-Year Club—Alice Tyler, secretary to Sid Strotz, and A. H. Saxton, chief 
engineer. Ten-year emblems were pinned on the lapels of eight employees 
....Stu Sherman and Bob Healy, ad chief of Colgate, due out next week 
for 10-day stay at which time some decision will be reached on the Mel 
Blane show. ..John Bates in town to shop around for a summer piece to 
fill the time for Hoagy Carmichael....ABC cut the Phil Silvers audition 
record after long weeks of script haggling. He plays the part of @ trade 
paper reporter covering night spots....Walter Wade around to put a sum- 
mer touch to “Queen For a Day” and Lum and Abner....While Tom 





kshop,” 
to hold 


| Breneman is vacationing for a fortnight Jack McElroy will again jolly 


the matrons at “Breakfast in Holly wood.” 


Frances Scully and George Fisher splitting up a half hour of gossip and 
fashion for Armed Forces Radio Service... Reinhold Schmidt and Anne 
Jamison share the vocals on “Evening With Romberg” in the Red Skelton 
summer niche....Microphones may scare the bajeezus out of Sid Skolsky 
but not his two daughters, Nina and Steffi. They'll give out with per- 
centages on things juvenile as guests on “Wizard of Odds”... .Jack Sayers, 
Coast rep of Dr. Gallup’s Audience Research, Inc., back from confabs at 
Princeton where decision was reached to postpone entry into the audience 
measurement field. For the time being ARI’s only radio activity will be 


the use of preview profile machine, heretofore restricted to the pre-testing 
of pictures. : 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Jack Benny and his radio gang including Phil Harris, Dennis Day and 
Marjorie Reynolds were guests at the many cocktail parties given by local 
movie executives and station biggies....Chicago radio stations hosted @ 
farewell luncheon for Adele Hoskins, former radio editor, who left Daily 
News to get married....Quiz Kids in Denver, where they will do their 
show to raise funds for children’s health center in France....Olan Soule 
will be guest speaker at the Radio Actors Club luncheon May 21....Toney 
Parrish, former freelance announcer, added to WBBM staff....Timothy 
Swain, president of WIRL, Peoria, and Ben Laird, president of WDUZ, 
Green Bay, in for conferences with ABC execs....Morris B. Sachs 
Mother's Day program originated from Hines Hospital as tribute to Amer- 
ican Women’s Voluntary Service....In honor of visit of President Aleman 
to United States, WAIT presented Consul General Enrique Romay 48 
special guest on News Roundup show... .Jack Sexton of KMOX, St. Louis, 


in town interviewing singers for station....John Blair announced ap- 


pointment of William H. Waldon as veepee of New York branch... .Jose 
Ferrer featured in dramatic skit on the “Melody Lane” program May 12 
....Bob Croft addressed stockholders of Riser Brothers Co., sponsors of 
Sunday Symphonette.,..Radio stars joined forces for television show to 
promote the AFRA Antics....James H. Connolly was one-of ABC New 
Yorkers in for regional NAB meetings at Palmer House. ...Walter Preston 
spending 14 days in Bermuda as guest of Navy Dept. in appreciation for 
his efforts to Navy recruiting and promotion during war years. ...Charles 
Pekor, of CBS, a Chi visitor while on tour with New York Philharmonic. 
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ALABAMA A DISK JOCK’S HEAVEN 





ABC’s 2506 Quest 
To Remedy Crosby 
Recording Faults 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Transcribed recordings are fast 
becoming obsolete and unless a con- 
sistency of high quality can be main- 
tained there will be a changeover 
next season to magnetized tape, film 
or wire recorder for the Bing Cros- 
by programs. Admitting there has 
been some criticism of the mechani- 
cal reproduction of the music on 
the Crosby show, Mark Woods, 
prexy of ABC network, told a press 
gathering that something is being 
done about it. “That's one of the 
chief reasons I’m here,” he said, 
“and some of the best sound ex- 
perts in Hollywood will be called 
in to see if there is a solution to our 
problem.” He indicated that ABC, 
would be willing to spend up 
to $256,000 in research to acshievé 
the best sound reproduction for the 
network. 

Crosby’s recorded’ series has 
proved a successful experiment and 
he was certain that other stars would 
follow his lead. He couldn’t, how- 
ever, name any one that come over 
to ABC from the other chains to do 
their broadcasting “the easy way.” 
Some artists, he declared, have in- 
dicated a real interest. Also weigh- 
ing in its favor, Woods allowed, is 
the freedom and latitude allowed 
comics, commentators and others. 
“Why they can even kid the presi- 
dent without getting faded,’ he 
grinned. 





United Nations ‘Newsreel’ 
To Cover Daily Sessions 
For Overseas Broadcasts 


Expanding its programming serv- 
ice for maximum air coverage of its 
sessions, the United Nations has be- 
gun making available to all stations 
a daily 15-minute transcribed digest 
of highlights from speeches before 
the world organization entitled “The 


Capsule version of the day’s ses- 
sion, patterned after a_ technique 
adopted by WMCA, N. Y. last year, 
will be made a permanent facet of 
UN’s radio activity with all-year- 
round digests to be based on Gen- 
eral Assembly meetings, Security 
Council sessions and interim com- 
mittee activities. Material is being 
beamed overseas by U. S. State 
Dept. shortwave facilities. 

In New York, platters will be 
aired regularly over WMCA and 
WQXR. WMCA, which suspended 
its digests of UN sessions due to 
mounting expense of recording six 
or seven hours of continuous ma- 
terial, is carrying the “Newsreel” di- 
rectly from a line into Lake Success 
immediately after the platter is com- 
pleted. WQXR is carrying the plat- 
ter the day following on a five-a- 
week schedule. 


TED ASHLEY ON OWN 





*Weighted by % hours, 
**Pulse Data 


City-by-City Breakdown of Disk Jockey’s Popularity 


Minn.- Phila- 
Boston** Birmingham Chicage Los Angeles St. Paul New York delphia** saat Washington 
Number of Programs 7 7 g Qa 17 i4 4 12 8 
Average Rating* 2.7 7.3 5 oa 1.5 1.0 4.0 2.6 2.0 
Se hea wrdase ‘ . 8.6 12.0 3.2 1.3 0 4.1 5.3 4.8 4.2 
WE aiateebnaee eave 7 Rm | a Be 2 1 3.1 6 8 





U.S. ‘Voice’ Has 
Seas Pull Of 
154,000,000 


Washington, May 13. 

This country’s “Voice of America” 
shortwave broadcasts overseas have 
a potential audience of 154,000,000 
listeners—well over the entire U. S. 
population, according to testimony 
of Kenneth D. Fry, chief of State 
Dept.’s international programming 
division, before the House appro- 
priations subcommittee on the OIC 
budget. The testimony, made public 
here last week, estimated 29,600,000 
shortwave radio sets outside the 
U. S., with an average of from five 
to six persons listening to each for- 
eign receiver. 

The vast audience potential will 
be stressed by government men, it 
was reported, when a House Foreign 
Affairs subcommittee opens hearings 


One-World BG 


Benny Goodman becomes ra- 
dio’s first International disk 
jockey, not counting the war- 
time shows via the Armed 
Forces Network. 

Goodman, who has been re- 
cording a 10-minute jazz session 
segment for the 60-minute daily 
“Voice of America” show 
beamed to Russia by the State 
Dept., is going to expand it to 
15 minutes, and do a regular 
disk-jockey running commen- 
tary. There'll be a daily two- 
minute spot for guestars, includ- 
ing top personalities from show 
business, such as Walt Disney, 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, etc. 
He'll also solicit requests from 
the Soviets. 

Initial platter-gabber routine 
was cut in New York last week. 


Webs Signature 
AFM, NABET Pact 

















here this week on a bill introduced 
by Rep. Karl Mundt (R., N. Dak.), 
authorizing the State Dept. to con- 
duct a cultural and informational 
program in foreign countries. To 
date, State has been running the OIC 
as an interim operation. 
Supporters of the program took 
the view that once Congress author- 
ized overseas radio and other activi- 
ties as a State Dept. function, it 
would be more apt to appropriate 
funds for the shortwave programs 
next year. A House appropriations 
committee last week eliminated the 
entire $31,000,000 requested by State 
for the OIC in fiscal 1948. 
By far the largest number of 
shortwave sets, according to the 
State Dept. figures, are in Europe 
with an estimated 25,000,000; over 
2,000,000 in Latin America; over 
1,000,000 in the Pacific and Far East 
and about 500,000 each in Africa 
and the Near and Middle East. The 
European total includes 900,000 sets 
in the U.S.S.R. Russian estimates 
double this figure by 1950. 
FCC men, readying to push U. S. 
demands for shortwave channels at 
the World Telecommunications Par- 
ley and the World High-Frequency 
Broadcasting Conference in Atlantic 
City this summer and fall, point out 
that there are now 170 shortwave 
channels available on a worldwide 
basis. Right now, U. S. is roughly 
on a par with Britain and Russia 
in shortwave operations, somewhat 
ahead of other world powers. 

FCC engineers point out that with 
100% duplication of shortwave fre- 
quencies and cooperative program- 


WITH FLOCK OF TALENT | prostams « week could be heard on 


Ted Ashley, of the William Morris 
agency radio dept., has resigned to 
g0 into personal management. Ash- 
ley will represent Tex McCrary and 
Jinx Falkenburg: Robert Q. Lewis, 
Henny Youngman and Frank Luther. 
He’ll also become general business 
manager of a corporation to be set 
up with Luther which will publish 
children’s books and make educa- 
tional films. 

While with the Morris office, Ash- 
ley set up the Drew Pearson deal 
with Lee Hats and handled the Tex 
& Jinx show. 


Colgate May Finish Off 





the short-wave ether. 


BIOW SAMPLES FIELD 
FOR BAKER REPLACER 


Phil Baker has definitely decided 
to “leave it” and if the right kind 
of a deal for a quizzer comes along 
he'll “take it.’ Meanwhile Biow’s 
Jack Runyon is sampling the Coast 
field for a successor. Red Barber 
has emceed a brace of shows out of 
New York. Baker is due to rejoin 
“Take It’ in N.Y. May 25 and should 
he insist on remaining in Hollywood, 
contractual complications would de- 








Whiteman Jockey Show 








velop. 
Baker wants a change, his own 
| show, and he doesn’t want to have 


With 30 minutes of the upcoming | to move out of Hollywood. Biow is 


hour Paul Whiteman disk jockey 


said to have blown off steam when 


show already sold (to General Elec-| Baker refused to return east with 
tric and Camel), deal looks hot at|the show and that brought their 
the moment for Colgate to take over | differences to a head. Bill Goodwin 


the remaining 30 minutes. 


Colgate is also represented on the | doubtful that he would be interested | | tion network. 


| has been submitted to Biow but it is 


Networks inked pacts last week 
with AFM and NABET giving pay 
boosts to about 300° musicians em- 
| ployed by the four webs and 460 
technicians and engineers on the 
staffs of NBC and ABC. 

Agreement with Petrillo’s Local 
802 hikes the scale for staff mu- 
sicians from $126-$165 to $151-$191. 
Rate for rehearsals of individual 
programs is upped from $6 to $7.50, 
for half-hour shows from $14 to $18 
and for hour-long shows from $18 
to $23. Boosts are all retroactive to 
Feb 2 and the new pact runs to next 
Feb. 2. -A union demand for vaca- 
tions was dropped when the webs 
refused it. 

National Association of Broadcast 
Engineers and Technicians won pay 
increases averaging 9.5% for mem- 
bers with ABC and NBC in N. Y., 
Chicago, Washington, Cleveland, 
Denver, San Francisco and Holly- 
wood. Roof of monthly pay was 
lifted from $475 to $526. Pact bene- 
fits 110 skilled workers in NBC’s 
television department, the union 
said, in addition to studio tech- 
nicians. 


Oscar egg bass. From North, 
report that THE 
Negro Quartette in Radio. 





| Charlotte, N. C., and polished over 


morning ABC roster with a segment| unless the quizzer is anchored in | everything necessary to keep them 


of “Breakfast Club.” 


Holly wood. 


LANG-WORTH, 





D.C. Dailies Hike 
Radio Ad Rates 


Over All Others 


Washington, May 13. 

Radio stations here are disturbed 
by the new “get tough” attitude of 
newspapers in hiking rates for radio | 
display advertising over and above | 
those charged pix houses, niteries 
and other amusement biz opera- 
tors. New rates recently put into 


effect for radio ads top the na- 
tional ad rate charged by all local 
papers, except the Scripps-Howard 
Daily News, as well as the rate for 
all other amusement media. 


Rationale of the papers, according 
to station men, appears to be that 
stations get their program logs for 
free, while the nabe theatres pay for 
their listings, so extra advertising 
for radio should bring a premium 
rate. Newspapers might also take 
view that with number of stations 
in the area mushrooming from six 
pre-war to the present 13, the traffic 
will bear the added charge. The 
papers carry full logs of only the 
seven in-town stations but feature 
single programs of the six subur- 
ban percs in “highlight listings.” 
Only exception is Eleanor “Cissy” 
Patterson’s Times-Herald, which 
omits logs of WMAL-ABC because 
of enmity between publisher Pat- 
terson and ABC's Drew Pearson— 
her former son-in-law. 


Discriminatory radio rate shows 
up in the Evening Star’s rate card as 
follows: pix advertising on the drama 
page, 50c a line; amusements on same 
page, 55c; radio advertising on any 
page, 60c and on the radio page, 75c. 

National ad rate versus. that 
charged for radio on any page 
checks like this: Washington Times- 
Herald, 55c national, 70c for radio; 
Washington Post, 43c versus 55c; 
Evening Star, 45c against 60c. Daily 
News’ rate for both national users 
and radio advertising locally is 33c 





a line. 


4 





THE 4 KNIGHTS 


Reading from left to right, THE 4 KNIGHTS answer to the names of 
Clarence Dixon, baritone; Eugene Alford, lead; John Wallace, tenor, and | Corp, (International Ladies Garment 


South, East and West, record jockeys 
4 KNIGHTS have sky rocketed into the most popular | 


THE 4 KNIGHTS were cradled in the deep South, trained at WBT, 


Lang-Worth’s 400-station transcrip- 


there. 


INC, NEW YORK 





‘SURVEY UNFOLDS 
TALE OF 9 CITIEa 


If there’s an Alabama-bound mi- 
gration of disk jockeys from other 
parts of the country, point the finger 
at an analysis of disk jockey shows 
just made in nine major cities, 
where the platter-gabber marathons 
are prominently highlighted by sat- 
tions. ; 

Using Hooper figures, with the ex- 
ception of Philadelphia and Boston, 


where Pulse data was assembled, the 
analysis embraces a total of 86 pro- 
grams in Boston, Birmingham, Chi- 
cago, Los Angeles, New York, Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul, Philadelphia, St. 
Louis and Washington. Excluding 
Birmingham from the list, not a 
| single disk jockey gets as high as a 
i5.0 Hooper, and the average rating, 
| still excluding Birmingham, is a 1.7, 
New York’s average is a 1.0, Los 
| Angeles is a 0.7 and Chicago a 0.5 
rating. 


Birmingham, according to the sur- 
vey, is a disk jock’s paradise, with a 
{12.0 high and an average rating of 
| 7.3, whereas the average rating in- 
cluding all nine cities is a 2.5. The 
low mark of 6.1 is registered in 
Chicago, New York and Los Angeles. 

The survey makes no attempt to 
anclyze why Birmingham, of aii 
places, lfkes its platter-spinners. In 
contrast to the southern city’s 7.3 
average, the closest average ap- 
|proaching it is Philadelphia’s 40 
lrating. (See adjoining table). 


Protestant Episcopal 
Church Earmarks Million 
For Radio Programs 


National Council of the Protestant 
Epicopal Church expects to spend 
approximately $1,000,000 in radio, 
most of it probably for network pro- 
grams, starting late this year or early 
next year, in an unprecedented, 
full-scale advertising campaign 
aimed at enrolling new members in 
the PE church. 

A board of governors composed of 
bishops of the church and top exec- 
utives in the media, theatrical and 
advertising fields, including radio 
broadcasting, will be set up plan 
and direct the drive, according to 
Ralph Jordan, promotion director of 
the council. First meeting of the 
board is expected to be held in mid- 
fall. 


~Coming summer months will be 
devoted to raising funds to finance 
the campaign, which will be waged 
through newspapeis and magazines, 
farm papers, documentary movies, 
direct mail and other outlets in ad- 
'dition to radio, Jordan reported. 
While no official figure was an- 
nounced on the expected cost of 











the project, it was learned that the 


sum had been placed tentatively at 
$2,000,000 per year. Jordan said 
“about half” of it would be allocated 
to radio. Ad agency to handle the 
program will be appointed in the 
fall. 


OKAY GOLDMAN'S 4856 
PHILLY STATION BUY 


Wasntington, May 13. 


William Goldman Theatres, Inc. 
last Friday (9) won FCC blessing to 
buy indie station WDAS, Philadel- 
phia, from Alexander W. Dannen- 
baum and Cecile L. Naumburg for 
$485,000. The indie pix-exhibitor 
chain will acquire all 500 shares of 
the station’s common stock. 

FCC, however, is expected to nix 
Goldman’s request to be considered 





ing FM slots. According to observers 
here, Commission will probably dis- 
miss WDAS’ bid for FM and award 
grants to the Unity Broadcasting 





Workers-AFL):; Independence 
| Broadcasting Co. (WHAT); Patrick 
Joseph Stanton, station manager of 
WDAS; and Franklin Broadcasting 


Having hit the top in radio listener demand, they have | Co. Goldman will have a chance to 


| bid on Philly’s two reserved FM fre- 
| quencies after July 1. 


now in race for Philly’s four remain- - 
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Wednesday, May 14, 1947 





BARBARA WELLES 

With George Hogan, announcer 
30 Mins.; Moen.-thru-Fri., 3 p.m, 
Participating 

WOR, N. Y¥. 

Florence Pritchett, who's riding 
the WOR kilocycles under the 
monicker of Barbara Welles and 
who was the whilom Barbara Bruce 
of the N. Y. Journal-American wom- 
en’s page, had an auspicious launch- 
ing Monday (12) of her daily half- 
hour gab spot which was formerly 
occupied by Martha Deane. Bing 
Crosby was her guest and he pushed 
the program off at a pace that'll be 
difticult to match in future sessions. 
With Crosby blooming in the spring 





with an iridescent and _ irrepres- | 
sible line of chatter, there wasn’t 
much room or time on the preem 
for anyone else. It’s unfair, more- | 


over, to evaluate any gabber when | 
he or she is up against such a free- 
wheeling maestro of the flippant | 
phrase as Crosby. 

Miss Welles didn’t manage to hit 
any home runs during Hier few times 
at bat but she fielded Crosby’s line 
drives neatly and kept the conver- 
sational ball frem being lost in a} 
pocket of dead air. Definitely in her | 
favor for the daily grind is her | 
bright. clear voice, her unaffected | 
manner and an average quality of 
educated speech that'll make any 
hausfrau feel right at home. And 
the graceful way 


pany by making Crosby take the 
leap with her indicates smooth | 
traveling for her through the 
jungle of affernoon commercialism. 
Herm.° 


THE 
MOTHER 

With Ethel Barrymere, Loretta 
Young, Ruth Hussey, Irene Dunne, 
Rosalind Russell, Margaret O’Brien, 
Bing Crosby, Don Ameche, George 
Murphy, Charles Boyer, Pat 
O’Brien; Meredith Willson orch; 
Teny LaFrane. announcer 


Producers: Jack Paige, Mel William- 
son 

Writers: Seeleg Lester, Merwin Ger- 
ard 

3@ Mins., Sun. (11), 3 p.m. 

Sustaining . 


WOR-MUTUAL, N. Y. 


Men of all ereeds must have been 
deeply moved by this mest unusual 
program. Telling the story of the 
Virgin Mary, “the world’s greatest 
mother,” on Mother's Day; dwelling 
on those mysteries which most af- 
fect the Mother of God as a mother 
—the Mutual Broadcasting System 
presented a program Sunday (11) of 
great merit and appeal. It was sim- 
ple, religious and affecting, and. 
couched in fine spirit. It was on a 
much higher spiritual plane than 
one would have expected from the 
title or the cast (composed of glam- 
our names from the film world). 
If radio represented the true reli- 
gious spirit on any occasion, it was 
here. 

There were readings from Scrip- 
tures that bore on Mary as mother; 
a dramatic sketch on the Nativity; 
simple readings of simple prayers; 
selections by a choir or musical 
backgreund to the readings by the 
choir. There were prayers for 
peace all over the world—so apt an 
appeal on a day for mothers. One 
well-known voice after another 
picked up the skein, with no fanfare, 
no false trumpeting, not even a men- 
tion of their name for any publicity 
purpose. There were no false notes. 

Ethel Barrymore, as was to be ex- 

cted, read her lines beautifully. 
Voices of most of the other actors 
and actresses, from N. Y. or Holly- 
woed, were average; the job, except 
for- Miss Barrymore, could have 


been done just as well by radio per- 


formers; but it must have been in- 
teresting to the avetage listener to 
hear favorite film stars’ voices in 
this unexpected type of program, ang 
all the more inspiring as a result. 
Religious programs of this kind ma 
fill a void that organized churc 
services no longer can satisfy. - 
Bron. 


HAWK LARRABEE 


With Barton Yarborough, Herb But- 
terfield, Fran Chaney, Teny Bar- 


she hurdled the | 
obstacle of a plug for a fudge com- | 


WORLD’S GREATEST! 


ROBERT L. RIPLEY 

With Gregory Abbot 

Producer: Walter McGraw 
Writer: George Leffertz 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 

Robert L. Ripley’s “Believe It or 
Not” strip, off the air for several 
terms, returned Monday (12) as a 
daytime-sustainer with a story tell- 
ing format that should elicit some 
interest for the stay-at-homes. 

Assisted by Gregory Abbott as an- 
nouncer, Ripley has evolved an in- 
teresting story telling format, which 
on preem program Monday (12) cen- 
tered about a band of Irish revolu- 
tionaries, at first condemned to the 
gallows, and later banished to Au- 
stralia; The rebels ultimately wound 
up as high ranking statesmen in 
various British dominions. Sur- 


| rounding this yarn were various odd 


facts for which Ripley has been 
| noted. 
Show represents a move in the 


right direction in daytime program- 
ming and may even add to the gen- 


| eral fund of the housewive’s knowl- 


edge. Jose. 


OVER THE BACK FENCE 
With Lindley Hines 
Writer-Producer-Director; Hines 
15 Mins., Men. thru Fri., 9 a.m. 
| Sustaining 

WREN, Lawrence, Kan. 

Lindley Hines warns his listeners 
he talks only of cabbages and kings 
and sealing wax and things, and 
then does just that for 15 minutes 
following the Breakfast Club every 
morning, except Saturday. It’s just 
as simple as that, and it’s this non- 
pressurized presentation which’ prob- 
,ably has kept him in that choice 
| spot for several months now. 

A recent session hashed over 
such oddities in the news as a bank 
which displayed a cool miilion in 
its window; a_ present-day 
healer; the checkered career of the 
Nazi Kesselring, etc. There’s always 
the weather, too, and frequent bits 
|of local news which get talked 
| about over the back fences, slanted 
| for the femmes, of course. 

Hines keeps his speaking voice 
well modulated, as is required by 
this type of chit-chat. “Back Fence” 
probably will never hit a _ top 
Hooper, and probably never will be 
worse than moderate listening. 
Some emphasis on sharper chatter 
| ane comedy twists in his commen- 
tary could point up the quarter 
| hour. Quinn. 





|LARRY RAY 

| Describing K. C. Blues Baseball 

| Games 

Game Time, Daily 

WHEATIES 

| KCKN, Kansas City 

| Larry Ray’s voice is one new to 

baseball broadcasts, a province which 

had been wholly that of Walt Loch- 

man until this season. It was Loch- 

man who originated the play-by- 

play, both telegraphic reports, and 
‘ame side broadcasts, of Kansas 
ity Blues-American Assn.. games 

about 10 years ago and he had 

handled the chore every season. 

Lochman since has stepped ups to 

{head the sports department at 

KCMO, and Ray was signed by Gen- 

eral Mills to fill the gap. 

Ray thus has both a job to do on 
his own and a following to satisfy. 
After these first few weeks of the 
diamond season fans are beginning 
to see it Ray’s way on both counts. 
His speaking voice is well in his fa- 
vor, and his background apparently 
is helping in his present assignment. 
At one time Ray was fairly well 
known in sports broadcasting circles 
raround Pittsburgh, but is- compara- 
tively new in this area, joining up 
with KCKN within recent seasons. 








already set should get him through 
the season nicely. Quinn. 





STORIES ABOUT STAMPS 

With Bert Wayne, Shirley Spencer; 
music, Kay Reed 

Writer: Shelly Dobbins 

Director: Beb Labour 

15 Mins.; Sundays, 5:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNEW, N.Y. 
A more engaging airer on the 





rett, Jack Carrington; Allan Bot- | subject of stamps is hard to con- 


zer, announcer 


céive of, particularly 


Preducer-director: William N. Rob- standpoint of attracting non-philat- 


son 

Writer: Dean Owen 
30 Mins., Sat., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 


Followers of film or radio westerns | ing last Sunday 


(and who isn’t—of a good 


It has the ma 
in fresh 


one. 
line. 


elists to this hobby. Jerry Mar- 
shall, WNEW staff announcer and 
a stamp collector himself, usually 
handles the show, which teed off 
late in April, but he was vacation- 
(11) 





cooperation with the N.Y. 


faith | 


Continued work along the pattern | 


from. the: 
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Bing Crosby and Al Jolson in 
their now familiar act, with an as- 
‘sist from Irving Berlin, really 
|wrapped it up last Wednesday (7) 
jon the Bingle’s ABC platter show, 
parlaying nostalgia and sock show- 
|manship for a bangup half-hour 
| session. Takeoff on the Ralph Ed- 
wards “Mr. Hush” giveaway, with 
| 492 “huge prizes” including a herd 
of sheep, a kit of burglar tools, a 
|case of Chevrolets and a town in 
|Indiana gave the program an added 
| comedy fillip. Jolson 
sweeten their harmony 
duo and they really got he 
on the Berlin medley, It’s radio's 
|top parlay today, bar none, and if 
Philco has that kind of dough to 
kick around next season, a Bing- 
Jolie permanent teamup could be a 
sure bet for No.1 spot in the 1947- 
‘48 Hooper sweepstakes. 
| Crosby’s look in on_ Allen's 
Alley Sunday (11) was as good an 
excuse as any—which was all Allen 
needed—to dust off the “Mikado 
routine. His reprise of the Petrillo 
aria and “They'll Never Be Missed” 





with every 


number, latter this time devoted to | 


Hollywood, inspired him to great 
voice—and he let his pipes blow. 


Subsequent sketch depicting Allen | 


os “Sa Allen,” the film tycoon, 


cooking up a super-western for his , 


new star, Creepalong Crosby, gath- 
ered in the yoks. It added up to an- 
other sock guest session for the 
Alley. P.S—Per usual, Allen was 


midway through his windup thank- | 


you when the announcer chimed in. 





William 5S. Gailmor 

| Mother’s Day on his WHN 
‘cultural commentary last Sunday 
(11) by interviewing his own choice 
of mother-of-the-year—his 
Show, 
the occasion into a “Mr. & Mrs.” 
gabfest, sounded off on the unsenti- 
mental issues of the atom bomb, ris- 
ing prices, low pay for teachers, po- 
litical action and other serious re- 
fiections from a couple of highly 
social-conscious parents. If there’s 
room for another marital team to 
tackle the central issues of our time 
on the air, Mr. and Mrs. Gailmor are 
it. They can swing from politics to 
psychology with the greatest of ease. 





“Winner Take All,” quiz 
with -slightly different slant slotted 
across-the-board afternoons on CBS, 
is now also getting nighttime show- 
casing on Monday evenings over 
same web at 7.30 as spot holder 
;until new Campbell 





| performance of Bill Collins, quiz 


to build a Hooper. 

Layout has overall winner of 
previous program designated champ, 
reappearing on subsequent program 
pitted.against another contestant, 
selected from: audience, to match 
wits on, quick answering of varied 
questions. On Monday (12) night’s 
stanza a house wife polished off 
three of the quartet of contestants 
to win $300 en the three rounds but 
supplanted by visiting Englishman, 
who won ofie round and comes back 
next week to continue as new champ 
until another contestant beats him. 
Collins handles quiz in amiable 
manner, injecting humor here and 
there in breezy and_ inoffensive 
fashion. Tony Marvin is okay on 
announcing. ne 





THESE, THY BRETHREN 

With Everett Sloane, Charlotte Hol- 
land, Sidney Slen 

Writers: Don Agger, Frederic Methot 

Director: Frank Telford 

Producer: Ted Hudes 

15 Mins.; Wed. (7), 10:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y. 

This transcribed program is the 
initial effort by the Citizens Com- 
mittee on Displaced Persons to pre- 
| sent in dramatic form the plight of 
850,000 DPs in Europe and to appeal 
for public support of a Congressional 
proposal (HR 2910) calling for 
“emergency entry” into the U. S. of 
400,000 of these persons over a four- 
year periog. Committee says this 
program will be aired over 120 indie 
stations across the country and will 
be followed by a second dramatized 
appeal starring Melvyn Douglas. 





and Crosby | 


together | 


observed | 
(N. Y.) | 


wife. | 
which was transformed jor | 


show | 


Soup Series | 
| tees off. Format of “Winner” and | 


master, seem sufficiently interesting | 


—_— 
FRANK LUTHER SHOW 

With Dorethy Knox 
Producer-Director: Wm. Patterson 
3@ Mins.; Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. 
Sustaining - 

WNBC, N. Y¥. 


NBC flagship in N. Y. has a 
sprightly half-hour for moppets in 
this airer, which is clickin’s with 
its wee listeners, judging by fan 
mail arriving from pleased mamas. 
Frank Luther is a skilled hand at 
entertaining the knee-highers, hav- 
ing written and recorded (mainly 
for Decca) several hundred chil- 
|dren’s ditties. In this stanza he 
alternately sings (to his own piano 
accompaniment) and plays his own 





and other peoples recordings of 
| kiddy songs. Dorothy Knox, his 
wife, comes in throughout in the 
lrole of “Judy,” to pipe a ditty or 
|two, to duet with Luther and to 
spin a Punch & Judy tale in a 


plaintive Peter Pan way. 
On May 3 session Luther sang a 


“Song of Safety” (he is offering 
albums of “Songs of Safety” in a/| 
contest for the kids); “Judy” en- | 


acted a little skit to suggest that 
mothers should be patient when lit- 
tle Mary or Johnny does something 
wrong; “Judy” and Luther, who is 
“Jingle Joe” to the moppets, har- 
monized on “Glocca Morra” as “one 
of mother’s favorite songs.” Show 
zipped along at a lilting pace, cal- 
| culated to keep the family tike glued 
{to the parlor radio. 

| Show like this fills a real need 
and a few more like it would pro- 
vide the industry with solid 
munition to fire back at critics of 
kid fare on the air. Doan. 


THE BEST THENGS IN LIFE 

With Arlene Francis, Sam Wana- 
make: 

| Writer: Wiiliam Morwood 

Director: Anton M. Leader 

15 Mins., Fri. (9), Mon., Tues., Wed. 

(12-14); 3:45 p.m. 
ENTERTAINMENT UNIONS 
WJZ-ABC, N.Y. 

(Furman & Feiner) 

Second of the four-episode day- 
time serials bankrolled by the En- 
tertainment Unions Committee to 
stem the Congressional anti-labor 
tide, “The Best Things In Life” is 
better than the EUC’s first effort, 
“Pursuit To Happiness,” which set 
a high initial standard. This serial 
is more genuine in its approach to 
reality, more probing to the nerve 
tissue of human personality, more 
complex in its definition of the 
|common man’s problem and _iless 
afraid to educate by shock rather 
than by saccharine. Although still 
contained within the same _ soap 
| Opera format as the first serial, this 
show marks a sharper break away 
from the routinized pap of normal 
afternoon fare. Perhaps the break 
is too sharp for maximum accept- 
ance. 
| -Story of “Best Things” is based 
on the predicament of a young fam- 
ily man whose salary and security 
jleave no margin for easy breath- 
ing. This has the earmarks of a 
crude trade union propaganda for- 
mula, but scripter William Morwood 
has brought it to life through an 
accurate psychological perception of 
the opération of insecurity upon the 
mind. In the first episode (9), Sam 
Wanamaker, playing: the lead, chafes 
bitterly at his inability to meet the 
household bills, but behind this 
complaint something intensely per- 
sonal is hidden. The dialer re- 
ceives that shock of recognition 
when Arlene Francis, playing the 
wife, turns upon Wanamaker and 
says, “John, you are afraid.” He is 
afraid, not of poverty or unemploy- 
ment which are tangible, but of 
those mysterious social forces 
threatening at their whim to destroy 
him in isolation. 

Thesping and direction were 
| firstrate, fully meeting demands of 
the script. Plugs against the Hart- 
ley-Taft bills now pending in Con- 
gress continue to call a spade a 
spade and should prove, in conjunc- | 
tion with the serial, an effective 
weapon in the AFL radio campaign 





| 


am- | 
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STORY FROM THE STARS 
With Milton Berle, Henr 


the DeMarco Sisters, 2 =, 
frees ye Collyer, Ra: 
eck’s erch; ann 
Parks ig sneer, aa 
Writers: Arthur Miller, A 
Joe Stein, Peter L pe Rubia, 


On 
Producer-Directors: ka B 

Lafferty it Perey 
ENTERTAINMENT UNIONS 
WJZ-ABC, N. Y¥. 


(Furman & Feiner) 


As part of its $400,000 multiple 
programming splurge to arouse 
lic sentiment against anti-labor legis 
lation, the entertainment unions of 
the AFL have also gone into major 
nighttime network programming 
teeing off the first of a series of half. 
hour Thursday night ABC shows last 
|week (10). Entertainment Unions 
\fternoed has also bought Sunday 
| 





afternoon Mutual time for a tran- 


| scribed repeat of the Thursday 


shows. ) 

It isn't surprising that the initial 
program, with its Milton Berle. 
Henry Morgan comedy parlay, along 
with Georgia Gibbs, the DeMarcg 
Sisters and an Arthur Miller-scripted 
dramatic insert, had all the elements 
that make for a prize entertainment 
package that could compete with 
most major web variety program- 
ming. For on the writing and pro- 
duction end, as well, there was an 
undeniable payoff that comes from 
proper know-how. 

But at least in this one instance 
the “sugar coating of propaganda” 
| technique seemed way off balance, 
|The anti-Hartley-Taft. Bill “com. 
| mercials,” both through its constant 

integration into the singing-comedy 
bantering routines, the serio-comi¢ 
Miller sketch and in the out-and-out 
spiels by Clayton Collyer, etc., were 
too triphammered. 

Weigned on their individual 
merits, the Berle, Morgan, DeMarco 
Sisters, Georgia Gibbs contribs were 
standard and frequently above par, 
But the overall effect was to put too 
much de-emphasis on the sheer en- 
tertainment aspects of the show be- 
cause of the terrific “commercial” 
bombardment. Rose. 





BARBED WIRE SKY 

With John Garfield, Agnes Moore- 
head, Paul Muni, Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Serena Royle, Tiny Ruff- 
ner, Victor Young orch; an- 
nouncer, Les Griffith 

Writer: Ranald MacDougall 

Director: Heward L. Nussbaum 

Producer: Atan Reed 

30 Mins.; Tues. (6), 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

W1JIZ-ABC, N. Y. 


Given a distinguished cast to state 
a heart-touching cause—that of 170,- 
000 children who survived year 
“under a barbed-wire sky” in Naz 
concentration camps—this one-shot 
in behalf of the United Jewish Ap- 
peal was well done, although it did 
not quite live up to highest expecta- 
tions. It opened on a gs 
note . “Another group, hat i 
hand, palm outstretched, saying— 
this is worthy, this is good. Give! 
... Press the button, turn the ar 
pull the switch. Still the voice wil 
be heard; the program will go on. 
Your responsibility will not end. 
You will be aware of it. You can- 
not escape... You know, as we do, 
that across the bright blue skies 0} 
Europe, shining in the sun, oa 
ing in the night, there is barbed 
wire in the sky.” 

MacDougall’s script was imagina- 
tive, eloquent, factual, a little heavy 
on rhetoric, but well-rounded in it 
precentatios of the case. It] 

ack over the two years (minus 26 
hours, 21 minutes) since VJ Day, 
restated the problem of the DPs as 
it existed when the fighting ended, 
and pointed up how much of the 
problem still remained to be solved. 
“As of January, 1947, there were 
256,000 Jews in DP camps. Thats 
why we're here. There are not lesg 
people to take care of . . . but mere- 








to enlist public support for their 
| point of view. Herm. 


THE SIXTH RESOLUTION 

With Raymond Edward Johnson, 
| Frank Butler. Will Kuluva, Bryna 
| « Raeburn, Sy Travers 

Writer: George Magee 
Producer-directer: Geerge Wallach 
30 Mins.; Thurs. (8), 16 p.m. 

| UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

| WMCA, N. Y. 


be “The Sixth Resolution,” presented 
j in behalf of the United Jewish Ap- 
peal’s 1947 fund drive, was ironical y 
| inspired by the provision in the At- 
|lantic Charter guaranteeing 


And on June 30th, shortly to arrive, 
UNRRA ends.” 

Direction of the stanza was par, 
Young’s music ditto, sound effects 
not quite so. Weakest part of the 
production, strangely enough, was 
the performance by its star names. 
Ruffner put some character into his 
role as the Voice; Robinson gave his 
lines some feeling, but the others 
walked through their parts, much @ 
though it were the first time they 
read them. Doan. 


BAPTISTE 
With Arthur Martin 





the | 30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 


Stanza attempts in a very brief | world “freedom from want and fear.” | Sustaining 


g| dramatized sequence to depict the | Staged by the radi ork 
miere program Saturday (10) was on | aside five columns Sundays to pic- °Wing school, the 


the dull side. 


a revival of last season’s “Hawk 
Durango,” has flavor and merit but 
needs some western zip. 

Barton Yarborough’s Texan twang 
fits neatly into the setting. The 


idea of using a western male quartet Nn invitations to a formal ball. Two) scripting and direction. 


instead of orchestra for atmosphere 
and transitions is good. Quartet 
could have been used more often 
than at opening, intermission and 
close, because its songs were appeal- 
ing and aiso broke up the dullish 
tone. Romance belongs in westerns, 


the start and too little on the 


crooked - poker game and ensin« 
scrap. Scripting needs a whilf of 
the range. Bron. 


_ Script was slow and | ture 
wordy, and situations took a long | show. 
time to get to some action. Program, | 


material dramatized on the 
Caught session “dramatized the 
| Story of how the first British colo- 
| nial stamp issue was brought about 
|; more than a century ago by the 
wife of a gowernor of a _ colonial 
outpost who wanted her own stamps 


short sketches were nicely enacted. 
+ Wayne did a quickie interview with 
|Shirley Spencer, who is both a 
philatelist arm a handwriting ex- 
|pert, and tailed off with a -stamp 


'quiz tied in with the Journal- 


| American's printed display. Stanza | 
but emphasis was too strong on it at | throughout is keyed to interest both | 


‘hobbyists and people who have 

,never come closer to stamp col- 

lecting than buying a three-center. 
Doan. 


death of a mother in childbirth in a 
roadside woods as a family of DPs 
, seeks to reach a U. S. camp. Episode 
wasn't given time for fully effective 
presentation and its production was 
spotty, the characters and action 
| rather sketchily defined. It was a 
| good enough case-in-point, but it 
| could have stood more careful 


| in its intro and closing summary of 
the DP situation, however, ciearly 
stated the problem and told listeners 
| what they can do to help. Shows 
| such as this often present an effec- 
| tive dramatization, but fail to im- 
plement it with a factual statement 
of the case and specific steps which 
| sympathetic listeners can take. This 
| particular stanza leaned a little too 
much in the opposite direction. 
Doan. 


Program, | 


American Theatre Wing school, the 
dramat was put over with a pas- 
| Sionate sincerity that more ihan com- 
| Pensated for its lack of professional 
| Slickness. It was effective propagan- 
| da for mercy towards the outcasts 
| of Europe. 

| Script and thesping were marked 
| negatively by an overstraining for 
poetic eloquence that frequently 
lapsed inte a florid, empty rhetoric. 
Idea of revealing the graveyard of 
| Europe through the eyes of a GI 
company on their way to taking Ber- 
lin was sound and powerful. xcept 
for the poetic flights, script main- 
tained a steady emotional grip on its 
| material and avoided turning its mes- 
| Sage into a straight political ha- 
rangue. Overall level of the perform- 





‘aa and production was good. 


Herm. | tie-in, 


CKCO, Ottawa 

Written, produced and handled by 
Arthur Martin, Canadian alr —_ 
“Baptiste” is one of the smoothes 
half hours on Canadian radio. Its 
local so far, but rates web showcas- 
ing as long as the net boys leave = 
alone. Format is plenty okay @s ! 
stands. ; 

Martin preemed his radio career 
long time ago with his Baptiste 
character, velvet-toned French- —— 
nadian homey type who reads an 
gabs against organ music off 4 disk. 
Busy years on CBC web drama 
shows, interrupted by Ajr Force 
stint, were followed by Martin be- 
coming CKCO (indie) staffer 3" 
cued happy revival of Baptiste — 
| On airer caught (6), low-vorce 
| Baptiste read four poems an 
‘kudosed mothers for Mother's Day 
Gorm. 
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MEET 
MR. JOHN BUYER DOUGH 


IN THE RADIO AND TELEVISION 


“REVIEW and PREVIEW” 


SPECIAL EDITION TO BE PUBLISHED IN JUNE 


@ Mr. Dough is a member of every advertising 
agency doing Radio Business today ... anda 
weekly reader of Variety. 


@ This Special Edition is designed particularly 
as a ‘REVIEW AND PREVIEW’ of the values in 
Radio and Television. 


@ Your advertisement in this Special Edition, 
whether you are a station, actor, writer, musician, 
director or producer—is the shortest route to an 
‘audience with Mr. John Buyer Dough. 
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Portuguese 
By Normandie-Trained Frank Lamping 


E. Africa Station Managed 





Frank Lamping, 
Wing Commander attached to Wil- 
liam S. Paley’s radio unit in France 
and before the war assistant gen- 
eral manager in London for Radio 
Normandie, will take up a new busi- 
ness career this fall in South Africa. 
He'll be general manager of a com- 
pany whfch sells advertising on Ra- 
dio Mozambique which is located in 
Portuguese East Africa, but beams 
into South Africa in English and 
Afrikaan. Lamping will headquar- | 
ter in Johannsburg, to which point 
he will transport his family from 
London in July. 


Meanwhile Lamping, now in Eng- 
land, will spend some months fin- 
ishing up his job at Port-Au-Prince, 
Trinidad, British West Indies, where 
he has laid groundwork for a new 
radio station to be owned and op- 
erated by the Radio Diffusion 
League of London. His retirerfent 
from that connection is due to the 
migratory nature of the work. In 
South Africa he will be reunited in 
business with his former boss at 
Radio Normandie, Richard Meyer. 

There is also the possibility that 
the Union of South Africa itself may 
eventually authorize commercial ra- 
dio operations, It’s long .been under 
consideration, with the authorities 
apparently not opposed to advertis- 
ing on the air. 











The French Government has just | 
awarded Lamping the Croix de 
Guerre because of his wartime work 
as a radio officer connected with the 
Royal Air Force. 





Tulsa—KVOO has inaugurated a 
new series of half-hour programs 
under the title “Night Rewrite” and 
involving the entire KVOO news 
bureau staff. Show deals primarily 
with feature news, discarded during 
the day in favor of more timely 
topics. News editor Ken Miller 


former R.A.F. + 





presides. 


VP. Expands With 


- a. 
Series of Quiz Shows 

V. I. P. Service, year-old N. Y. 
outfit which supplies merchandise 
giveaways for a score of audience 
participation shows, including sev- 
eral network stanzas, has decided to 
take a swipe at packaging “live” 
quiz programs for local stations. 
Couple of such packages have been 
wrapped up, with more in prepara- 
tion. 

One of the V. I. P. packages, five- 
a-week quizzer called “Cinderella 
Veekend,” offers expense-paid 
weekends in N. Y. plus complete 
wardrobes as a grand prize. Other 
package, “Question Market,” has a 
general-store setting in Which cus- 
tomers are contestants and the clerk 
is emcée. 





Filipino Brewing Group 


Acquires KZPI, Manila 
Manila, May 3. 
The Philippine Broadcasting Corp. 


| has just changed hands. A group of 


Manila businessmen headed by Ra- 


|feat Alunan, secretary of agricul- 
| ture and commerce during the Jap- 


anese occupation, purchased for an 
unannounced amount Manila’s only 
other commercial broadcasting sta- 
tion. 


New stockholders, closely con- 
nected with the Soriano interests 
which operate Philippines’ leading 
brewery establishment and other in- 
dustrial enterprises, elected Rafael 
Alunan, pres.; Enrique Santamaria, 
first v.p.; Marcos B. Roces, second 
V.p.; ex-war correspondent Norman 
Paige, director; ex-Col. George 
Rowe, famed guerrilla and under- 
ground leader, director; and Sebas- 
tian Ugarte, director-secretary. 
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OF RADIO STATION 


VIGOROUSLY 


would tend to deceive .. 


In case of doubt as to the 
authenticity of a “Grand 





WARNING | 


A FEDERAL COURT HAS RULED 
THAT THE NAME 


GRAND OLE OPRY 


IS THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY _. 


INFRINGEMENTS WILL BE 


The Federal Court of the Middle District of Georgia, 
on March 24, 1947, in the case of WSM, Incorporated, 
Plaintiff, against Golden Goose Corporation and R. L. 
Whitton, Defendants, rendered the following decision, 
applying throughout the United States: 


“The plaintiff, WSM, Incorporated, by virtue of 
the long use of the words “Grand Ole Opry” to 
designate its radio program has acquired the legal 
right to the exclusive use of such name and is en- 
titled to be protected against infringements which 


The above decision applies to the use ef words similar te 
“Grand Ole Opry” 


Theatre Managers and Booking Agents: 


WSM, INC. 


Ole Opry” act, contact NASHVILLE, TENN. 


wsmM 
NASHVILLE 


PROSECUTED 








_ . Spreading the Tone 
Something new in “coming 
out” concertizing is being nego- 
tiated in connection with this 
Friday's recital by Barbara Den- 
enholz at the Barbizon-Plaza 
Concert Hall, N. Y. It involves 
utilizing paid-for air facilities 
to achieve a maximum listening 
audience instead of the usual 
auditorium handful.+ 


Sponsors of the pianist figure 
that for a few extra bucks they 
can really let the gal spread 
herself over the Manhattan Kilo- 
cycles and are buying time on a 
local indie for a half-hour seg- 
ment of the concert, 


Network Shows To 
Get VA Citations 


A half-dozen network shows will 
win kudos from General Omar N. 
Bradley, Veterans Administrator, 
here next week (20). Reps of the 
programs will receive from him cer- 
tificates of appreciation for their 
part in the Government's campaign 
to inform ex-GI’s about National 
Service Life Insurance. 


Programs which share top honors 
at VA include: “Chesterfield Supper 
Club,” “Walter Kiernan Program,” 
Army Band and Navy Band, the 
NBC-WRC Richard Harkness news 
broadcast and “The Veteran Wants 
to Know.” As result of the drive, VA 
radio chief Charles Dillon announced 
last week, over $2,500,000,000 worth 
of lapsed GI insurance has been re- 
instated. 


Concurrently, VA reported that 
1,005 radio stations are now airing 
its recorded series, “Here's to Veter- 
ans,” which chalks up a new record 
in station acceptance of Government 
recorded shows. First six programs 
in the fourth series of the “Here’s to 
Veterans” disks will be distributed 
to stations by VA branch offices late 
this ‘month, Platters include 15- 
minutes each of Lum ’n Abner, Ab- 
bott & Costello “Great Gildersleeve,” 
Gene Autry, Kenny Baker and Den- 
nis Day. 














Gabbers 


Continued frem page 30 











lice,” Gailmor said in a simulated 
newscast, and Upton Close was 
chairman of the FCC. 


. The “underground” station’s 
reiterated slogan was “FM-MST, 
FM-MST ... Freedom Now Means 
Security Tomorrow.” 


“Men who are not for sale cannot 
get on the American radio,” declared 
Dr. Kingdon. “We must insist that 
the FCC become an organ of the 
people and not an anteroom of the 
big broadcasters.” 

Shirer said that as he made his 
final broadcast on CBS, “two or 
three extra engineers stood by the 
control board, rather than the usual 
one, Ordinarily the news editor 
wasn’t- around—but he was there, 
too. An assistant news editor was 
peering over my shoulder as I 
turned each page of copy. I tried io 
think where I had gone through all 
this before. In a flash I got it! It was 
in Berlin, under the Nazis!” 

F. H. LaGuardia, unable to speak 
as scheduled because of ill health, 
sent a brief message of support. 
Orson Weiles spoke by transcription 
from Hollywood, declaring “free 
speech has been quietly murdered.” 

Cash collected and net proceeds of 
the rally added about $2,000 to the 
VOF coffers, Miss Holt reported. 
















Hucksters 


Continued from page 31 





from practically nothing to $10,000,- 
000—the Borden and Ford billings 
served up as honey to the agency’s 
real bread-and-butter account, Kel- 
logg’s. Within the past year alone 
K&E billings have just - about 
doubled. 


Reshuffling of agency stature in 
radio also finds Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing moving more and more to the 
fore, with its approximate $16,000,- 
000 in billings, thanks to recent ac- 
quisition of the Rheingold business 
and taking over the erftire American 
Tobacco account, including the bill- 
ings previously held by Ruthraff & 
Ryan. Latter agency also suffered 
& blow in the gerferal exodus of its 
top hierarchy to form the new 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Bayles & Colwell 





agency, which took possession of 
several million dollars in R&R 
business. ° 


News leakage will be damned at NBC and, though unconnected Local 
47, AFM, in Los Angeles. Newforders have been issued to all hands that 
henceforth only authorized spokesmen may indulge in releasing informa. 
tion. Théfe’s been too much washroom and back door tipping. At Local 
47 the order is even stronger. Only Kelita Shugart, long press rep, is the 
sole persen with authority. Even the union toppers refer all calls to the 
“coordinator of information.” 





It's a waiting game that one of the major radio interests is reported) 
now playing with two recalcitrant parties with which it has been unable 
to effect a large scale business agreement. The would-be buyer js now 
patiently awaiting a change in existing regimes at either place that will 
enable it to conclude the most favorable deal, feeling being that others 
who might gain control will be more favorably disposed to selling proper- 
ties desired by the monied interest. With plenty of time and money it js 
considered best now to wait out the anticipated changes. 





Westbrook Pegler really asked for it’ recently when he wrote that 
“Canada Lee is said to be a rather good actor, which is little enough to 
say of anyone, for it is an unimportant work, followed, in the main by 
vain, frivolous, self-important people who have got out of hand since our 
politicians discovered that they could draw crowds and adorn bad Causes 
by presenting actors at their rallies.” 

Stanley Anderson, radio editor of the Cleveland Press, in a hot reply 
sizzling his column May 8, noted that these “vain, frivolous” people, “often 
risking their own security and frequently their health, have gained a repu- 
tation for giving their talents generously where people have been in 
need.” Anderson thought Pegler could “take a tip from the veterans” 
who sing praises of actors like Joe E. Brown, who toured the war fronts 
Anderson noted, too, that Abbott and Costello had donated $350,000 for a 
health and recreation center for Los Angeles kids. And Anderson won- 
dered if the “bad causes” Pegler referred to included War Bonds, Red 
Cross, cancer and tuberculosis drives which actors have generously aided? 





WNBC, N. Y. flagship of NBC, has boosted its Hooper averages im- 
pressively for local programming periods during its first year of autonomous 
operation, a comparison of ratings showed this week. New shows plus re- 
arrangement of other programs for better sequence turned the trick 
Ratings for eight 15-minute periods between 8 and 10 a.m. for March-April, 
1947, jumped to an average of 2.4 over an average of 1.8 for the same two 
months last year, while ratings for the 12-2 p.m. segment climbed from 
an average of 1.5 to 2.1. Six of the morning quarter-hours and seven of 
those in the afternoon showed individual gains. 

Flagship, which went “on its own” March 1, 1946, teed off its bid for a 
bigger share of the N. Y. area audience by installing the Tex & Jinx 
and Bob Smith a.m. airers. Since autonomy, the station has reprogrammed 
six of its eight morning quarter-hours and four of the afternoon periods, 
New Hooper share-of-audience figures on the Saturday 8-12 a.m. segment 
which the station has packed with kid shows, also have manager Jim 
Gaines and his staff happy. March-April, 1946 average S-of-A was 10.8. 
It a to 12.1 for Jan.-Feb. this year and to 16.6 in the March-April 
report. 





Mildred Fenton Productions’ new half-hour disk show, “The Comic 
Weekly Man,”~which preemed two weeks ago on WNBC, N. Y.., is already 
on 26 stations. New kid show, sponsored by Puck, the Comic Weekly, is a 
presentation of the funnies in that sheet, using.as many of them (Blondie 
Flash Gordon, Bringing Up Father, etc.), as can be crowded in. 

Show, written and directed by Howatd Barnes, has Lon Clark reading 
the comics, taking listeners along from strip to strip, explaining the big 
words, what the action means, directing his dialog to Dolores Gillen, who 
plays a little girl as his audience. Jean Perazza is at the organ. Seven 
| recordings have been done already. 








Networks will soon have on-the-job trainees for gag writing, if they 
heed a petition just submitted to them by the National Laugh Week 
Foundation. NLWF, which runs a weekly Gagwriters Institute class for 
ex-Gi comedy concocters, sent letters to Goodman Ace, CBS; Robert Simon, 
WOR (MBS, N. Y.); John Turner, ABC, and Richard McDonagh, NBC, 
offering to provide suitable applicants for such training from more than 
100 enrollees at the Institute. Letters have been circulated around the 
webs exec offices, NLWF hears, and interest is being shown. Foundation 
cites fact that three enrollees have already graduated into pro ranks, trio 
being Jay Burton of Bob Hope's staff, Dan and Marvin Simon, now on CBS 
staff assignments. 

NLWF, incidentally, also has just announced results of a poll of 115 
theatrical historians, editors and broadcasters, to elect 11 comedians and 
humorists to the foundation’s Humor Hall of Fame. Those named were: 
Fred Allen, Will Rogers, Robert Benchley, Jack Benny, Charles Chaplin, 
Jimmy Durante, W. C. Fields, the Marx Brothers, Damon Runyon, Mark 
Twain and James Thurber. Eligibility requirement for nominees (there 
were 168) was that they have devoted 25 or more years to laughs. 





When and if the FCC alters its attitude on broadcasters editorializing 
on the air and reverses itself on the so-called “Mayflower doctrine” it’s 
expected that southern California broadcasters will pitch into civic clean- 
ups and other campaigning with Hearstian vigor. Some hold a genuine 
public service attitude. Others, in view of current business, hope it hap- 
pens soon—so that with removal of the gag they would be permitted 


license heretofore not enjoyed that could conceivably attract attention 
and, in consequence, business. 








+ 





| Church Federation of Los Angeles, 
'acting for the Intercouncil Commit- 
tee on Christian Family Life. 


Protestants 


Continued from page 32 











the country, representing 90% of the 
nation’s protestantism—The Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in 
America; The International Council 
of Religious “ducation, and the 
United Council of Church Women. 

“All told, 190 different network 
and local station programs were 
nominated,” Porter said, “and selec- 
tions were made by the following 
fixed-point standard, with a mini- 
mum of seven affirmatives required 
to qualify: (1) Is the family true to 
life? (2) Is the family democratic? 
(3) Does the family recognize God in 
its everday living? (4) Is there a 
high moral tone to the program? (5) 
Is the sponsoring commercial in 
keeping with the best in family life? 
(6) Is there a high type of humor? 
(7) Does the family show an inter- 
est in the community, the nation and 
the world? (8) Is the home the cen- 
ter of security and strength? (9) 
Does the program portray the family 
as improving? 

Citations were awarded to win- 
ning programs as they came on the 
air during Natonal Family Week, 
just ended, according to Porter. 











ee 
WANNA MAKE A PITCH? 


Smart radio package for hire! You 
get one hep radio gal complete with 
gimmicks: seven years network, 
agency production and programming 
—exclusive for your radio department. 
Wanna make a pitch? I’m listening. 











Those originating in Hollywood were 
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| ““Brother, here’s what they bought’ 





“I’ve been reading a lot of publicity these days about what a helluva guy I am. Godfrey this— 





Godfrey that — Godfrey the other. For the record, I wanna straighten out a few things. 


“Godfrey, the guy, is one thing. Just another bum in luck, ’smatter of fact. Godfrey on 


the air is something else again. Godfrey on the air is a lot of things and a lot of good guys. 





“Godfrey on WTOP for years was Harry Butcher, Jess Willard, Wells Church, Carl 
Burkland, ‘Mitch’ Mitchell and Mug Richardson. 
| “Godfrey on WCBS for the past six years has been Art Hayes, Dick Swift, the late Dinty 
Doyle, Don Miller, Joe Travis (the engineer), Mike Donovan (the doorman) and Mug again. 


“Godfrey at 11:00-11:30 A.M. on CBS network is a thousand guys and gals—good guys 


= 








and gals. They often had faith when Godfrey’s failed a little. Doc Stanton, Joe Ream, 


Frank White, Dave Taylor, Bill Fineshriber, Lou Hausman, jack Carney, Will Roland, 


> FNS Ce 


Archie Bleyer, Mike Boscia and Mug. 








4 

“Godfrey’s Talent Scouts—hmmph! Dozens 

y © guys: Irving Mansfield, Jack Carney, Mug, 

Bessie Mack, Ken Lyons, Penny Morgan, the 

; page boys! Everybody! 

o 

“And, the most important guys: the affiliates, 

They often threw off shows of their own to make he te . 

¢ way for these elambakes of mine—and pushed ’em | eon ‘ ee e oe: 

: | — pushed ’em hard! 120 some odd of ’em did that! : ; : : 4 } : ‘ ca @ 3 oe o ‘ e o 

; “That's what they mean when they write : | . . a 
n é 
” Godfrey this— and Godfrey that. That’s what 

S, 

. Lipton and Chesterfield bought. God bless ‘em !” 


espects of the news he is currently making in radie. CBS is happy toe add them: * 


1) A year age the Godfrey daytime show was slotted against the top rating 
network daytime program. From a 2.1 in May 1946, he moved te a 5.3 in 
early April—e rating increase of 152%, which put him within a point of his 
top competition. (Talent Scouts built itself against top evening shows.) 


2) Godfrey selis goods. 


3) His daytime show sterts for Chesterfield on the full network June 3; 
Lipton begins sponsorship of his Talent Scouts program Jvly 22, else full 
network. 


4) Beth shews are CBS packages. 


—~ARTHUR GODFREY In his modesty, Our Man Godfrey has neglected te note some fairly salient 
~ COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
? 
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WBKB Plans First UHF Tele Relay 
Net; Presages Big Midwest Coverage 





Ghicago, May 13. ¢ 
Plans for television network 
were revealed here last week in 
WBKB’s announcement that the 
midwest’s first high frequency relay 
link is skedded for kickoff opera- 
tion shortly after next.month. Ex- 
ad rag towers of the relay con- 
ecting South Bend with Chicago 
are now being replaced with per- 
manent structures to give Chi view- 
~ on the spot action of the Notre 
ame football games this year. 


WBKB topper, Capt. Bill Eddy, 
revealed that the secret experiments 
eonducted over the past two years 
were successfully concluded and 
that a net of links joining other sur- 
rounding towns and cities for re- 
mote sports coverage was already 
beyond the planning stage. Air sur- 
veys of territories have been com- 
pleted, with action now being point- 
ed towards coverage of the Illinois 
and Purdue ball games. Use of the 
UHF relay links can, and very likely 
will, be coordinated with and when 
the coaxial hookups with east and 
west coasts are completed. 

South Benders, encouraged by the 
suceess of the relay experiments, 
a@re anticipating FCC clearance 
which will permit WBKB to trans- 
mit signals in reverse direction on 
the link, technically possible, which 
would make video reception avail- 
able to them, Action in this direc- 
tion implies a tremendous video 

verage in the midwest with Chi 

the hub and the extremities limit- 
ed only by extent of the relay links. 

Primary function of UHF relay ' 
link is to extend WBKB’s present 
fadius for pickup of remote pro- 
rome which until now has been 
limited to no more than 12 miles 
because of impeding obstructions 
and earth’s curvature. New towers, 
however, are high enough to over- 
@eome curvature limitations and are 
also situated in locations which 
overcome impeding obstructions so 
that a signal from South Bend is 
beamed to first tower at New Car- 
lisle, Ind., and from there to second 
tower at Michigan City, Ind. Second 
tower, located in Eddy’s backyard 
to minimize public interference, 


hoots beam 47 miles across Lake 
ichigan, 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
REXALL DRUG CO. 


F y¥—CBS—0:30 p.m., EDST 
a ar is Time’ for Neeps” 








Hubbard Express 


Minneapolis, May 13. 

Stanley Hubbard, KSTP presi- 
dent and part owner, needed a 
large car for equipment in cons 
nection with the station’s forth- 
coming television activities. Ac- 
cordingly, while in Birmingham, 
Ala., this month he ran across 
a huge Grayhound bus for sale 
and bought it. 

He and his wife drove it back 
to St. Paul with a number of 
free passengers and it arrived in 
the Twin Cities still carrying the 
sign, “Birmingham, Ala.” It'll be 
stripped of its seats and cush- 
ions, etc., to make room for 
electrical devices. 


FCC Calls Parley 
On Tele Network 


Washington, May 13. 


In an effort to speed formation of 
tele networ 3, FCC yesterday (12) 
called an informal parley of video 
broadcasters, manufacturers, and 
the common carrier companies 
(A. T. & T., Western Union, ete.) in 
Washington June 9. 

The phone company and other 
outfits interested in relaying video 
programs should come to the con- 
ference prepared to say when either 
microwave relays or coaxial cables 
will be ready to carry intercity tele- 
vision, FCC said. And the video 
permittees and broadcasters should 
be prepared to say definitely when 
their stations will be completed and 
when they will need network fa- 
cilities. 

FCC Chief Engineer George Ster- 
ling, who will preside at the June 9 
meeting, said the FCC will issue a 
final channel allocation for relaying 
video programs on or around Au- 
gust 15, when the first lap of the 
World Telecommunications Confer- 
ence at Atlantic City is completed. 
The common carriers, the Commis- 
sion explained, should gear their 
proposals around New York, Chi- 
cago, Los Angeles, Washington and 
San Francisco as program origina- 
tion points. 

Cities having three or more tele- 
vision broadcast stations may be as- 
sumed to require at least three or 
more network programs  simulta- 
neously. According to a late listing 
of permit holders, only eight cities 
fall in this category. They are: 
Baltimore, three stations; Chicago, 
four; Detroit, three; Los Angeles, 
six; New York-Newark area, seven; 
Philadelphia, three; San Francisco, 








Happened in Brooklyn” 





TAKE THE GUESS 


three, and Washington, D. C., four. 


OUT OF BUYING 


WITH WOV'S 25 Gadltid eae 





We want you to be a WOV sponsor 


with the knowledge of 5 AUDITED 


AUDIENCES, each a definitely dif- 


ferent group of purchasers; each the 
resuk of a penetrating revealing lis- 
tener survey. Get the facts on these 
§ AUDITED AUDIENCES today and 
«+»“TAKE THE GUESS OUT OF 
BUYING? 


Raiph N. Weil, General Manager 
John E. Pearson Co., National Representative 
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DOUBLE DOOR 
With Eleanor Wilson, Valerie Cos- 
sart, Romola Robb, John Baragrey, 

John Stephen, Joseph Boley, others 
Producer-director: Stan Quinn 
Adapted by Edmund Rice from play 

by Elizabeth McFadden 
Tech. dir.; Al Protzman 
Set: Bob Wade 
60 -Mins.; Wed. (7), 7:30 p.m. 
KRAFT 
WNBT-NBC, N. ¥. 7” 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

New series of Kraft-sponsored 
one-hour creamer Fs off to a faulty 
start over WNBT Wednesday (7) 
night through the unfortunate selec- 
tion of a dull, overly-done melo- 
drama that has lost whatever merit 
it might once have possessed through 
the passage of time. “Double Door, 
scripted by Elizabeth McFadden, en- 
joyed a long run on Broadway in 
1933 and was filmed the following 
year by Paramount but, for video 
purposes, it was too heavy, slow- 
paced and outdated. 

Production on the show, however, 
was very good, indicating the series 
should perk up with the selection 
of better plays, such as “Merton of 
the Movies,” which is slated for 
next week. J. Walter Thompson 
producer Stan Quinn got a touch of 
motion picture trademarking in his 
opening fadein, via a large blocked 
“K” (for Kraft) and the accompany- 
ing toy-sized tele cameraman dolly- 
ing into position before the lenses 
lent a novel touch. Use of a com- 
mentary to set the scene and bridge 
the acts was also good. ; 

Cast, most of them ex serienced 
legiters, tried hard with the script 
but could never make their carica- 
turish roles ring true. Eleanor Wil- 
son built up the right type of antip- 
athy as the sexless, domineering 
head of the old Van Brett family but 
the script, forcing her sudden trans- 
formation into a gibbering idiot at 
the fadeout, negated the character. 
Romola Robb and John Baragrey 
seemed cold and ill at ease in the 
romantic leads, never eliciting the 
audience sympathy they should have 
had. John Stephen as the doctor, 
Joseph Boley as the family attorney 
and Valerie Cossart as the second 
spinsterish sister fared better in sup- 
porting roles. : 

Quinn integrated his camera work 
neatly with the script, receiving good 
support from technical director Al 
Protzman. Kraft commercials were 
unobtrusive and deftly-executed, 
constituting an okay method of fill- 
ing the screen between acts. Bob 
Wade's single set of the family’s 
living room and entrance to the 
double-doored vault was heavy and 
cold, adding considerably to the 
play’s motif. Stal. 


THE TIME AND THE GIRL 
With Bob Dunne, Nancy Elleman 
Director-Writer: Lewis Gomevits 
15 Mins., Wednesday, 7:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 

WBKB-Chicago ; 

The very simple, uncomplicated 
presentation of a 15-minute video 
show which does nothing but offer 
glimpse of loveamatch between two 
nice-looking kids, may be stepping 
stone to problem of using music in 
television without worry of criticism 
from musicians’ union. ; 

Program, which is part of series 
of boy-girl plots, is devoted to sing- 
a of two or three romantic bal- 
lads by Bob Dunne, bow-tied juve- 
nie, to sweet-faced Nancy Elleman, 
Catch is that musie used for songs, 
“You Go to My Head,” “East of the 
Sun,” and “Goodnight Sweetheart” 
were ordinary disks with Dunne’s 
voice dubbed in. 

Director Lewis Gomevitz did re- 
markable job of helping Dunne se- 
lect suitable scores, with odds that 
audience didn’t realize not one of 
numbers done were. in boy's key. 
Melodies perform@d were so re- 
laxed, synchronization was not no- 
ticeable. 

Sets used deserve mention be- 
cause they were realistic enough to 
make park and garden scenes au- 
thentic. In remainder of series, 
backgrounds used will include rec- 
ords shops, front parlors an. other 
spots which will create an excuse 
for a few vocals. Cameras did neat 
job of following through on actors’ 
smooth performances by not jump- 
ing or fading when opposites took 
over. One camera faux pas of mak- 
ing a scheduled close up a long shot, 
found hero completely ignoring her- 
oine by looking straight at audience 
in singing “Goodnight Sweetheart” 
instead of her. Hunt. 


IN THE KELVINATOR KITCHEN 
‘With Alma Kitchell; Ray Forrest, an- 
nouncer 
Director: Howard Cordery 
Tech, dir.: Bill States 
Set: Bob Wade 
20 Mins.; Wed. 8:30 p.m. 
NASH-KELVINATOR 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 
(Geyer, Newell & Ganger) 

An interesting enough show, “In 
the Kelvinator Kitchen” is another 
of those slanted directly at the 
housewives that would best be 
slotted in the afternoon hours. Be- 
cause of ihe difficulties inherent in 
daytime programming presently, ad 
agencies are experimenting with 
such packages after dark, hoping the 





(Continued on page 40) 
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~ Inside Stuff—Television 


If Gillette buys the ‘elevision rights to the World Series what 
of those fences that scream Gem?....NBC cameras at the Polo 
offer an excellent wide angle view, which almost includes the entire j 
field, but isn’t used often enough. This long shot is particularly in ph na 
with men on bases. Same goes for CBS covering the Dodgers, The 
cameramen of all three Met broadcasters, the other being DuMont, haq. ; 
better start thinking of something else to do besides simply follow 
relief pitcher in from the bullpen. That’s a long, tedious walk amou 
to a stage wait for the viewer, Then lens patrol could fill this 
scanning the scoreboard, always interesting, take a glance at th 
to show the size of the crwod or the announcer could go into 
technical description of how a game is broadcast, giving the nun 
cameras used, both telling and demonstrating how they switch so 
from closeup to medium to long views. But, anyway, they ought to do 
somethin’ because just following that bullpen trail is a bore... The CBS 
boys were not always on the ball at Brooklyn’s first night game. For prema 
reason the cameras were missing important plays. But the reproduction 
under the lights was excellent. Far superior to the previous afternoon when 
the light was bad and the game delayed because of rain and darkness. 
NBC’s announcer is depending too much on the scoreboard for information, 
It almost got him into a rhubarb with himself during the closing game 
with the Reds....And speaking of players who hustle that Slaughter even 
runs out a base on balls. 
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Don Lee’s interchange of newsreels with CBS in the east has finally 
become a two-sided deal. This week the Lee station, W6XAO. Hollywood 
received its first clips from CBS after shipping some half dozen east over 
the past couple of months since the deal was effected. Reels received by 
Lee were of Brooklyn, N. Y., cops getting shepherd dog detachment, the 
making of Army Signal Corps films on Long Island, N. Y., and vaccina- 
tion lineups in Gotham. Lee station dubbed in necessary music and coms 
mentary from script supplied and now hopes that the exchange will be- 
come a weekly occurrence, 





Somewhat perking relations between the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences, in Hollywood, and the Independent Motion Picture Producers 
Assn. are halted temporarily. Due to the Screen Actors Guild negotiations 
now progressing, the committees of the Academy and IMPPA have been 
unable to meet. Nothing will be done about getting pix for video, it ap- 
pears, until the SAG negotiations are set. Meanwhile, producers attending 
the Academy sessions will be unofficial observers. 





Novel vertical “wipe” effected by director Paul Belanger on the last 
“Fashion Showcase” show over WCBS-TV (CBS, N.Y.) was done with only 
one camera—but with mirrors. By utilizing the trick camera work 
Belanger was able to show one model on half the screen, then another 
model on the other half, and wipe the first one off to depict the second 
one by herself. ; 

Belanger posted a large mirror on an easel at a 45-degree angle directly 
in front of his camera. Mirror was installed in a grooved slot so that it 
could be moved back and forth by a stagehand on cue. Thus, the first 
model was shown with the mirror out of line with the camera, with the 
mirror being shoved half way across the easel to pick up the second gal, 
who was standing to the right of the lens. Pushing the mirror all the 
way across in front of the camera “wiped” out the first model to give the 
second one the entire screen. 








and pix transmitter. Tarzian will 
put up the station himself for ap- 
proximately $32,800. He will dupli- 
cate programs from the William 


NBC’s D.C. Tele Station 
Preps Mid-June Preem; 


FCC Grants 65th Permit 


Washington, May 13. 

NBC-WRC is aiming to put its 
tele station WNBW on the air here 
in mid-June with a gala opening and 
plenty. of Capitol Hill biggies on 
hand to welcome the town’s second 
tele operation. 


WNBW will rely on NBC’s 
WNBT, New York, for almost all 
its programs during the first month 
of operation but will specialize later 
in video news and dramatic origi- 
nations. John Gaunt, former Holly- 
wood director and NBC producer in 
N. Y., will handle programming. 
George Sandifer will supervise the 
technical end with the title of as- 
sistant to station manager Carleton 
Smith, 


Meanwhile, FCC last week handed 
out its 65th video permit to former 
Atwater Kent design engineer 
Sarkes Tarzian and wife Mary for 
a commercial station in Blooming- 
ton, Ind. Station will.operate on the 
No. 10 picture slot with 1-kw sound 


Block Department store tele station 
in nearby Indianapolis. 










































“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 





TARGET 


Confidence, essential to good put- 
ting, is also a basic ingredient in 
every sale. Weed and Company 
salesmen have confidente in them- 
selves and in the properties they 


sell so successfully. 


WEED 


AND COMPANY 


RADIO 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


| NEW YORK-BOSTON-CHICAGO- DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO: ATLANTA-HOLLY W000 
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CBS’ In-Again-Out-Again Video 
Puzzler Hypoed by TBA Reunion 


CBS continued to confuse the tele- 
vision industry this week by apply- 
ing for readmission to the Television 
Broadcasters Assn., at the same time 
announcing an expanded schedule 
for film and remote, pickup broad- 
casts. Moves came as a complete 
surprise to the prognostieators who 
had read into CBS’ recent elimina- 
tion of live programming an in- 
dication that the web was prepping 
to pull out of the video scene en- 
tirely. 

CBS withdrew from TBA before 
the war when the color video con- 
troversy first began to snarl the in- 
dustry’s progress. TBA members 
were unanimously Opposed to CBS 
in its now-defunct effort to get im- 
mediate FCC approval for commer- 
cial color. Although web officials to 
date have made no formal applica- 
tion for readmission, TBA officers in- 
dicated CBS would probably be wel- 
ecomed back into the fold, subject of 
course to approval by the TBA 
board. Latter meets next on May 23. 

While tele officials believe. this 
latest CBS move offers definite proof 
the web is in black and white tele 
to stay, the paradoxical factor in the 
case was pointed up by the report 
that CBS toppers in the past had 
gone out of their way to discourage 
potential sponsors from sinking any 
money into video advertising. Rea- 
son given was always that the indus- 
try was too young and wasn’t ready 
to pay off. Because these acts were 
reported to have taken place, how- 


ever, before the FCC nix on color, | 


industry officials believe that, even 


if they did happen, CBS might have | 


had a change of heart since then. 


Lots of Remotes 

CBS will boost its remote pro- 
gramming schedule via three new 
series of shows over WCBS-TV orig- 
inating from the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, the Museum of Modern 
Art and the Museum of Natural His- 
tory, allin N. Y. Second completely 
staffed and equipped mobile unit is 
slated for operation before the end 
of the month to handle the new 
shows, all of which will be carried 
on a sustaining basis. 

Web is also making a pitch for 
ema 


Making the best 
even 
better! 














NOW — 
along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and serap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 
Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, MO 


———— 





more sponsors on its limited broad- 
casting system and has already con- 
vinced Gulf to stay on as bankroller 
for the Thursday night news show. 
Program consistes entirely of film so 
is in keeping with web's new pro- 
gramming policy. In addition, the 





Brunswick Balke-Collender Co. has 
| Signed to sponsor a billiards exhibi- 
| tion tomorrow (Thursday) from its 
|own showrooms, with CBS aiming 
|for more educational shows from the 
| showrooms of other firms 
May-June schedule also 

the professional 
from Forest Hills, Long Island, with 
| U. S. Rubber sponsoring, boxing 
|\from Ridgwood Grove and Ebbets 
Field, as well as a number of shows 
from Madison Square Garden, to 
which CBS still has exclusive video 
rights. 


British Find 
Formula For 
Plastic Lens 


London, May 2. 
for 


includes 





battle television su- 
premacy will be taken a stage fur- 


Britain's 





|Top priority instructions have been 
issued for the immediate building of 


ray tubes for tele sets. 

British scientists working in close 
secrecy have found the perfect plas- 
tic lens. Working in a 
country house at Welwyn, a 
team of Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries experts headed by 45-year-old 
physicist Dr. David Starkie, has 
been striving for more than 


a remarkable success. 

Lenses and optical systems which 
were impossible to make in glass 
can now be produced in plastic, and 
the new process is comparatively 
cheap. 

Introduction of this process to 
television will mean greatly im- 
proved reception on larger viewing 
screens without the use of large and 
costly tubes. The project has passed 
all laboratory tests and the manu- 
facture of plastic lenses and mirrors 
will begin in a matter of months. 


This is considered one of the 
greatest British scientific triumphs 
of the past quarter century. Experts 
in Europe and America have been 
working for years cn the problem of 
producing plastic lenses which would 
obviate the expensive and laberious 
grinding processes. Many plastic 
lenses have been made, but they 
were soft and scratched easily, re- 
ducing their life to weeks. They ex- 
panded and contracted in varying 


made them unsuitable for precision 
work, 

These difficulties Dr. Starkie and 
his colleagues here have overcome. 
The new plastic lenses are molded 
by a secret process which ensures the 


never been possible to produce per- 
fect aspherical] lenses by 
or by the ordinary 
technique. With the new 
their production will be 
practical but inexpensive. 
Because of the housing shortage, 
the British Government at first re- 
fused the licenses for the building of 


not only 


a special plant to manufacture plas- 


tic cathode ray tubes, but the new 
official edict on all-out for television 
changed their minds this week, and 
the Imperial Chemical Industries 
plans for a plant are going into im- 
mediate operation. It will be con- 
structed_in the London area. 


Tele Society Elects 


Don McClure, television director 
of N. W. Ayer & Son agency. was 
elected prexy of the American Tele- 
vision Society Thursday (8). Other 
new officers include Bert Taylor, Jr.. 
of DuMont, veepee; Dian Dincin, of 
Pictorial Research, secretary, and 
Archibald U, Braunfeld, of Braun- 
feld. Platto and Wolman, treasurer 


Flected to the board were George 





Shupert, retiring prexy; Charles A. 
Alicoate. Charles J. Durban, Jack 
i Levine. Paul Mowrey. Edward Sobol 
and Edward Stasheff. 





| 


‘Let Everybody Into ABC 
Family,’ Sez Mark Woods; 
Bullish on Tele Future 


Hollywood, May 13. 


merge his expanding radio interests 


with ABC were denied here by | 
prexy Mark Woods, who added that | 


other partners would be taken in. 


| The “others” are the web's affiliates 
and the general public when an offer | 


jis hopeful 
| Francisco 


tennis tournament | 


of steck, in small blocks, is 


made. Woods is enthusiastic about 


to be | what it’s all about. 





‘Show for Show's Sake’ Slogan as High 
Cost Precludes Top Talent Programs 


Reports that Marshall Field would| Top - budgeted talent package 


shows, long one of the chief fortes 
in radio, will not be possible in tele- 


vision because of the other high 
costs involved in video production, 


| according to execs of the top ad 


ARC’s progress in television and he | 


that a Los-Angeles-San 
coaxial link will be in 
operation by April of next year. 
Hollywood he sees as the key point 
of the net’s production, both because 


lof the convergence of talent and the 
| facilities for making films for video. 
| It's his belief that frequency modu- 


lation will “break” within three 


| months although NBC's Niles Tram- | 
|mell doesn’t give it any better than a 





five-year reality. 


and will continue to be NBC’s star 
boarder. Wood believes that building 
materials should be used for build- 
ing homes and that ABC can wait 
until the housing crisis has passed. 
Woods declared that the network 
was interested at one time in the 


projected world’s largest Earl Car- | 


| to, the total charges would 


agencies who've experimented with 
tele long enough to get an idea of 
Possibility of a 
weekly tele show featuring stars 
like Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Bob 
Hope, etc., they believe, is conse- 
quently extremely remote. 

Radio show like the Jack Benny 
airer represents a weekly production 
nut of about $25,000, at least half of 
which goes to Benny himself, the ad 
chiefs point out. If tele producers 
are forced to pay the same high tal- 
ent costs, in addition to the other 
production costs which video is heir 
be so 


| exorbitant that the cost per thousand 
ABC is not interested in erecting | 
its own Hollywood studio at this time | 


viewers would make it prohibitive. 
Only answer, it’s believed, is a re- 
vision in the status quo 
production of a show for the show’s 
sake and not for the star’s sake 
Tele’s other costs, in addition to 
talent, are much the same as those 
encountered in film production, in- 
cluding design and construction of 
sets and more rehearsal time to ac- 





Production costs are therefore much 
more detailed, necessitating a sav- 
ings some place along the line if tele 
is to be commercially feasible—and 
the only savings seen possible are in 
the salaries of principal actors. 
With the video audience presently 
limited by the extremely sr>sil num- 
ber of sets in circulation, tele pro- 
ducers have already set a pattern 
of shows for the show’s sake. Case 
in point was the recent NBC presen- 
tation of Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth 
:ht,” vated by audiences as one of 
the best tele shows yet staged. For- 


AV im Ett, 


saking a top name actor, Borden's 
was able to produce the show for 
about $4,000. That cost, too, of 


course, will go up when the talent 
unions set minimum wage scales for 
tele, but even then the possibility 


| Of any producer using a top star to 


involving | 


whom he'll have to pay a top salary 
is something far in the future. 


CBS’ SEVERANCE PAY 


Personnel lopped off CBS’ payroll 
this week when the web dropped all 
live studio tele programming were 
handed a tidy bonus of 10 weeks’ 
severance pay. 

If the Radio Directors’ Guild wage 
hike goes through, moreover, all the 























roll theatre, but there have been! quaint the actors with their camera | directors dropped will also receive 
}no further discussions. positions as well ag with the script. | retroactive raises. 
— — - ~~ — = ~~ 
Katherine Fox, WLW’s Director of Special 


ther by a new Board of Trade, move. ' 


a plant to produce plastic cathode | 


converted | 


temperatures, giving distortion that | 


highest degree of accuracy. It has | 


molding 
glass grinding | 
process | 


six | 
years on it. Now they have achieved 


Broadcast Services; 
Radio Council; 


vector of Women’s Activities 
Finance Committee of Ohio. 
The Nation's Station. 


for 


\ 





Once upon a time there was a smart fox. She 
worked for a radio station. The sign on her door 
read, “Katherine Fox, Director of Special Broad- 
cast Services’. (It might also have added, ‘And the 
sales department gets v-e-r-y unhappy with me’) 


We all agree that a radio station must have adver- 
tising revenue to exist. It also must serve the best 
interests of its audience. Sometimes these two fun- 
damentals cause minor crises. Because if some event, 
program, or service should be broadcast for the 
good of our listeners—it must be aired at a time 
when the majority will hear it. Naturally, this is 
just the time when the nice clients want their shows 


broadcast. 


Obviously, then, this fox has a tough job—she’s 
strictly in the middle. The sales department and 
their nice clients scream, tear their hair and beat 
their chests in frenzied agony—bat then they both 
agree that she is a smart fox that knows what 
Special Broadcast Services mean to the vast WLW 


audience. 


So what happens? Usually it follows the pattern 
pointed out by Varsety:  ... they think nothing of 





Vice-President Cincinnati 
Ways and Means Chairman 
Zonta Club of Cincinnati; Executive Committee 
Y.W.C.A.; 7th District Chairman, Association 
of Women Broadcasters of NAB; Charter Mem- 
ber, Association for Education by Radio and 
Junior Town Meeting League of America. Di- 
the 
Ten years with 


War 















cancelling an hour of choice commercial time to air 
a public service show”. (Please, Variety... “think 
nothing”? You shoulda asked our sales depart- 
ment! ) 


The moral? Simply that every station should have 
a smart Fox AND a smart sales department. Hap- 
pily, for us AND our listeners, we have both. 


WLW Special Broadcast Services is a separate 
department requiring the full-time services of four experi- 
enced persons. Assistant to Miss Fox is Larry Neville, 
former FBI agent with 15 years as a writer, producer and 
special events director with KMOX and WLW. 
Coffman Brown, former teacher and director of radio 


Eloise 


education, has charge of the international division while 


Jean Friar handles secretarial and office details. 


All policy matters in connection with the Special Broad- 
cast Service Department are handled directly through the 
office of the president of the corporation. 


In 1946, WLW broadcast 1,210 hours of programs in the 
public interest. Had this time been purchased, the cost 
for station time alone — figured at the greatest possible 
discounts and not including the cost of dramatic talent, 
production, music, etc.— would have amounted to $1,134,- 
210.69. 
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FCC Finds Going Not So Tough In 
Wigglesworth Budget Cut Hearings 





Washington, May 13. .* 
Rep. Richard Wigglesworth (R., 
Mass.), chairman of. the House Ap-. 
propriations subcommittee handling 
FCC funds, hopes to win support of 
his colleagues for a 25-30% cut in 
the Commission’s record budget : 
quest of $7,300,000, it was learned 
this week. After two days of execu- 
tive hearings before the House com- 
mittee last week, Commission offi- 
cials generally conceded that FCC 
would be taken over the ropes on 
its budget but confidentially said 
the going had not been nearly as 
touch as expected. 

The cut, aacording to FCC’ers, 
would rule out all field hearings on 
broadcast cases and mean that sta- 
tion bidders would have to travel 


Q< 





No Strike Out 


Philadelphia, May 13. 

One of the oddest contract 
clauses ever written at WIP is 
in the new contract in which Dr. 





Harry N. Shor, dentist, re-signed 
the “Unseen Advisor” to air hu- 
man relations problems. 

Clause F of the contract states: 
“If lightning strikes Dr. Shor 
and causes his demise, there will 
be no short,rate.” 

Reason for clause Was techni- 
cal argument between Dr. Shor 
and Benedict Gimbel,*Jr., presi- 
dent and general manager of 
WIP. 








to Washington instead. Approxi- 
mately 150 hearings are skedded this 
year. FCC’s present kitty is so de- 
pleted that Chairman Charles R. 
Denny has cancelled all but emer- 
gency travel for staffers. 

Committee, which has been 
primed to trim all government 
spending, called for: 

i. Rationale of FCC's Blus Book, | 
names of people who workec on it, 
number of man-hours devoted to 
the project and money spent on it. 

2. Speed of FCC's action on broads 
cast cases, including full info on 
grants and denials4in several impor- 
tant cases—WOKO, Albany; WORL, 
Boston; WBAL, Baltimore; the Bul- 
ova stations WOV and WNEW,N. Y.; 
etc. 

3. Full info on reasons for FCC’s 
ca'ling hearings into clear channel 
broadcasting, names of every lawyer 


originated 
singing commercials. 
made at weekly luncheon of the Chi 
Ad Club Thursday (8). 


Thompson); 


Chi Radio’ Picks Off 
: 15 Ad Club Plaques Herald readers most often claimed 


Chicago, May 13. 


Out of @1 awards given by the 


Chi Advertising Club in its fifth an- 
nual 
| radio grabbed off 15 of the plaques, 


advertising competition, 
winners ranging from TChi- 
network programs to 
Awards were 


with 


Best spot announcement: Atlas 
Brewing Co. (Agency,,Olian Adv.) 
tied with Swift & Co. (J. Walter 


best drama 


” 


sponsor, Peter 
best 


and number of man-hours spent | public service, local: “Man and the 
on it. Atomic Age,” WENR; music and va- 

4. Following up on an early blast | riety, network: “Breakfast Club” 
at large proportion of lawyers on | (ABC), sponsor, Swift & Co. (J. 


FCC’s staff by.. the House- Civil | Walter Thompson); best music and 
Service Committee, Wigglesworth | variety, local: “Song Title Time,” 
wanted names, education and jcb| sponsor, Salerno-Megowan . Biscuit 
history of every attorney earning | Co. (Schwimmer & Scott); honor-'| 


over $4,000 a year. There are only 
a half-dozen lawyers earning under 
that figure. (FCC reports 66 law- 
yers on its staff, about 45 of which 
work on broadcast cases. The Civil 
Service Committee was given erron- 
eous figure of 110). / 

4. As in past years, Committee 
called for complete info on all sta- 
tion transfers and price tags on 
each. 





David Owens in Hosp 


David Owens, of the Dancer, Fitz- 
gerald & Sample agency in New 
York, was flown last week by char- 
tered airplane to the University of 
Michigan Hospital at Ann Arbor. 

* Nature of sudden illness was not re- 
ported. 

Owens was for years with the old 
Blackett Sample & Hummert agency 
in Chicago. Later he spent half a 
dozen years on the Michigan campus 
as an instructor and then, nerves 
restored, went back into commercial 
radio. 

















OLAN SOULE 
Starring in 


“GRAND MARQUEE” 
NBC—Coast to Coast 


Rayve Creme Shampoo 











able mention, 
Black and White Stores (Kuttner & 


spot announcements: 


Kuttner) and Biscelgia Bros. Wine 
Co. (Qlian Co.); special 
“Quiz Kids,” sponsor, Miles Labora- 
tories (Wade); special favorable 
notice: “News-on-the-Spot,” NBC. 


Other special mentions for out- 
standing radio advertising merit 


were. given to “Bob Elson on the | 


20th. Century,” sponsor, Consolidated 


Royal Chemical Corp. (Arthur Mey- | 


erhoff); “Telephone Quiz,” sponsor. 


Hirsch Clothing Co. (Schwimmer & | 


Scott), and “Gold Coast Rhythms,” 
WBBM. Over 442 entries were 
submitted. Judges were 50 promi- 


nent ad men under chairmanship of | 


Douglas M. Smith, exec art direc- 
tor of Buchen Agency. 


_ 


TOVROV’S CHI CHECKOUT 
Chicago, May 13. 
, Orin Tovrov announced his resig- 





nation last week as prexy of the! 


midwest division of Radio Writers 


| Guild, accompanying his move to 


the east. Tovrov, author of “Ma 
Perkins,” will headquarter in Cape 
Cod. 

Rod Holmgren, labor news broad- 
caster on WCFL, Chi labor station, 
has been made prexy pro-tem and 
will be submitted to membership for 
approval for head job end of the 
month. 


| 


| sistently 
| again, 


} 
| 
' 


Chi | 


| 
| 


network the top vote went to 
program: “World’s Greatest Novels,” | With “good plays” and comedy about | 
NBC sustainer; Nest drama, local | equally divided. Less of, by an over- 

program: “The Echo, 
and engineer working on the case | Hand. Brewing over WBBM: 





gan, Bing Crosby and Charlie Mc- 





- Hub Readers 


Continued from page 30 


Carthy <ollowing in that order. Jack 
Benny, Jimmy Durante, Red Skel- 
ton, Abbott and Costello, Bob Hope 
and other big shows failed to place 
in the first 10 at all, 

Hope, as a matter of fact, won the 
distinctiofi of being the “worst” pro- 
gram and,as the “most over-rated” 


| 


| Gireing the Kilecycles 


Durham, N. C.—Art Fazzin, disk 





personality by a considerable. mar- 
gin. Other “worst” shows were Phil | 
Harris, “Truth or Cdénsequences,” | 
“Queen for a Day,” “It Pays to Be 
Ignorant” and “People Are Funny.” 

Overrated personalities were, 
after Hope, Jack Benny, Eddie Can- 
tor, Phil Harris, Kate Smith and 
Frank Sinatr:z. As the “most con- 

entertaining” Allen led 
with Edgar Bergen, Fibber 
McGee and Molly, Bing Crosby, 
Henry Morgan, Amos and Andy fol- 
lowing. Jack Benny, oddly enough, 
also got into this category despite 
the general thumbing down. 

For their attitude on commercials, 


they “ignored” them. One quarter 
said they didn't mind, 36 said they 
liked them and one-eighth said they 
detested them. 

The commercial in “best 
was the Fibber McGee 
commercial, followed by 


taste,” 
and Molly 
“Telephone 


Hour,” “Firestone,” U. S. Rubber, 
DuPont and Sunoco. In “worst taste” | 
by plenty was Lucky Strike, with | 


Lifebuoy, Raleigh, Whiz, Bob Hope 
and Duz following. 

In the question 
would you like to 


“What programs 
hear more of?” 
“good music” 


| wheimingly majority, were “soap 
operas” and “serials.” 
“American School of the Air,” 


| 
j 


award: | ; 

| Lewis, Jr., and Lowell Thomes, with 

| Walter Winchell ;and Gabriel Heat- | 
| ter 














For further information wire, phene er write ~ 
Sohn Blair & Co.—National Representative 








” 


“Lone Ranger” and “Let’s Pretend” 
topped the list of best children’s 
shows (with plenty not voting), and 
“Superman,” “Jack Armstrong” and 
“Capt. Midnight” deemed “bad or 
harmful.” 

Outstanding single broadcast was 
the “Second Atom Bomb,” followed 


Best commentators were Fulton 


voted “bad ‘or harmful” with 
huge majorities, almost to exclusion 
of everyone else. 

Local stations listened to most 
consistently are WBZ (NBC), WEEI 
(CBS), WHDH (indie) and WBMS 
(indie). Trailing by plenty were 
WCOP (ABC) and WNAC (Mutual). 

Only a small mincrity of 
voters considered local 


Fielder First National Bank show 
i“Sunday at 4:30” got the best nod, 
with Marjorie Mills . homemaking 
show next. Couldn't pick out a 
“worst” local show, the first choice 

(“Breakfast at the Surrey Room”) 
‘catching only 87 votes. 

Whether radio is getting better, 
, worse or remaining 
sus was it’s getting better or remain- 
ing same. 

Poll, first one ever conducted by 
newspaper in Boston, appeared in a 
Saturday edition, smallest circula- 
tion of the week. Besides the 2,015 
forms, fairly complicated to fill out, 


poll drew 700 letters. The Herald is | 


figured a generally Republican, con- 
servative class paper, so poll proves 
little except the reader’s prefer- 
ences. However, the .04 Hooper rat- 
,ing caught by the Hooper raters 
‘themselves took the local radio 
— off balance. Can't figure it 
out. 








' . +. . 

|| Television Reviews 

Continved from page 35. oe 
experience gained will give them 

| sufficient knowhow to take advan: 
tage of the time when there’s a large 
enough daytime audience to make 
such shows pay off. 

| “Kitchen” features Alma Kitchell. 





prexy of the Assn. of Woman Broad- | 
Ex- | 


.casters and whose “Woman's 
| change” radio show is aired Mon- 
| days through Fridays on the ABC 


| web. As with other shows of this | 


| type, Mrs. Kitchell is spotted in a 
spaciously modern kitchen, where 
she demonstrates methods of pre- 
paring food. In the preem program 
last Wednesday (7), she broiled a 


toothsome. 


Kitchell speaks her lines well, al- 
though it seemed at times as though 
she was referring too often to a 
script lying on the table before her. 
She definitely knows her way 
around the kitchen and makes the 
show interesting enough to appeal to 
whatever male chefs may be in the 
audience, as well as to the majority 
of distaffers. Stal. 





same, consen- | 


planked steak that looked plenty 
With her radio background, Mrs. | 


jockey -for WDUK, takes over new 
duties as the station’s commercial 
manager. Fazzin will continue his 
early morning Dawn Patro] segment 
in addition to the selling chore. 
Albany, N. Y¥.—Dunkirk Broad- 
casting Corp. has’been chartered to 


| operate stations in Dunkirk. Capi- 


tal stock is $25,000, $10 par value. 
Directors are: Aloia A. Schmidt, 
Roger M. Waite and Gerald Dash, of 
Dunkirk. 





Toronto—Former radio. director 
for-Famous Players Canadian Corp., 


Victor Growe has resigned that posi- 
| tion to open his own office as a radio 
| writer-producer 


but will continue 
his association with FP-Can. as radio 
advertising adviser and will ‘direct 
the company’s programs on CKEY, 
Toronto, 


Omaha—J. E. Van Ness, for five 
years with the national advertising 
dept. 
has 


the Mav Broadcasting Co. 


Omaha—First sponsored program 


|for FM in Nebraska was signed by 


KOAD, operated by the World- 
Herald. Contract for a one-hour 

Regina, Sask— Bill Walker, an- 
nouncer at CKRM, Regina, and an 
amateur thespian, scoréd a repeat 
win of the hest actor trophy at the 
Saskatchewan provincial drama fes- 
tival. 


Atlantic Cty *— The third radio 


‘station in this resort, WMID, hopes 


to Kit the local airwaves on or about 


Pots: Breet a . | May 30. It will be an outlet for 
| by “Hiroshima” and “The Eagle's | Mutual. Station is owned by Mid- 
| Brood, | Broadcasting Co., Earl M. Johnson, 


president. 

Omaha—KOIL (ABC) announced 
new $150,000 home two’ miles west 
| of business center. New home is 
| block from new KFAB (CBS) home: 





Temple, Tex,—New series of quar- 
ter-hour daily programs is being 
aired here over KTEM sponsored by 
the Arcadia theatre. 


the | 
programs % 
; worth listening to, but the Arthur 





Wichita Falls, Tex. — Kenyon 
| Brown has been ‘appointed director 
| of operations of KWFT here. Brown 
| resigned recently as veepee and gen- 
| eral manager of KOMA, Oklahoma. 





San Antonie—Barclay Russell has 
| joined announcing staff of KABC 
| here, coming from KRIG, Odessa. 
| Oklahoma City—Credit for orig- 
| inal promotion of a comprehensive 
| Veteran’s Center in Oklahoma City 
in the May 17 issue of “The Satur- 
day Evening Post” is given Julie 
| Benell, WKY “Woman’s World” di- 
rector 

Miss Benell, ex-radio actress in 
New York and fashion stylist, in- 
augurated all-out agitation in local 
circles for the center during broad- 
casts of the first Service Man’s Ra- 
| dio Clinic in the country over WKY. 





of the Omaha World-Herald | 
been appointed merchandising | 
manager of KMA at Shenandoah by | 


Church of Zion Action in WAIT Case 
Sets Pattern for F CC on Past Owners 


™ Washington, May 13 
Pattern for what may be a Solu 
tion to FCC’s grievance against radio 
Station contracts which Sign over 
large chunks of air time to former 


owners in perpetuity was Provided 
here last week by station WAIT 
Chicago .and the Christian Catholic 
Church of Zion. WAIT’s license a 
been on the hook at FCC ‘Deca ~ 
of a contract giving the Churet, 
(which formerly owned the dates 
five hours of free time on ‘Sunday 
until the end of time. = 

Last week, the Church 


t fil q 
plication with FCC red. 


for a license in 
its own name, specifying hours of 
| operation for Sunday only on the 
| 820 ke channel. occupied by WAIT 
Concurrently, the station asked for a 
| modification of its -permit to show 
it is off the air for five hours every 
Sunday. Solution was reported to 
have come from FCC itself and may 
be pattern for getting other stations 
off similar hot seats with the Com- 
mission. 

| Under the new 
'Church will lease 











arrangement, the 
WAIT’s facilities. 











NBC Sticks 


Con:inued from page 31 —— 





cross-references, which has long 
| been a bone of contention among 
talent. It’s been argued by many 
that it represents a short-sighted 
policy that’s a throwback to the 
days when newspapers drew the 
line on mentioning competitive dail- 
| ies, but that it’s the accepted prac- 
| tice today of one paper to quote an- 
| other. 
However, the networks don’t see 
| it that way. In explanation of the 
| Hope cut-off, NBC prexy Niles 
Trammell put it thusly: 

“It has been argued that because 
advertisers using more than one net- 
work make similar announcements 
back and fortn on all their pro- 
grams, the whole arrangement is re- 
ciprocal and a fair exchange. This 
might be true if all advertisers used 
more than one network, which,. of 
course, is not the case. It is obvious 
that if reference to a program on 
another network attracts some por- 
tion of the NBC audience to it, that 
| portion is taken away from the NBC 
advertiser whose program is oppo- 
site the orie thus advertised, 

“We have now reached the con- 
clusion that this practice is incon- 
sistent with our efforts to provide 
all advertisers with the maximum 
NBC audience, and to treat all alike, 
regardless of the number of pro- 
grams they may have on the air. 
In this connection, we are not refer- 
ring to guest artists who may be 
identified on an NBC program by 
reference to the sponsor of their 
regular program that is scheduled 
on another network.” 


DISC JOCKEY 


—Completing 2 years with New) 
York independent Radio Station. 
Seeking new affiliation. 

Write, Box 627, Variety. 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
























































t 
| 
































“*Watch this—that drawer sticks, but Pamela forgets 
she had Wheaties for breakfast!” 
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VANITY SOUR 


Tele Rights Proving Difficult Problem 
In Smooth Radio-ASCAP Pact Talks 


Television, and the manner 


in + 





which it will be licensed to use 
copyrighted songs, which for some 
time has been an enigma to the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, is no nearer 
solution by the committees repre- 
senting radio interests and ASCAP 
than it ever was. 

Yesterday (Tuesday) the full com- 
mittees of both radio and music fac- 
tions met again in New York for the 
second time in preparation for con- 
summating a new .deal between 
them. And the television situation 
was the prime subject among the 
reports made by sub-committees ap- 
pointed to investigate various phases 
of the overall music licensing prob- 
lem. These sub-committees 
been named when the first radio- 
ASCAP meet took place a couple 
months ago. 

Television sub-committees, after 
several meetings, reached the point 
where both the radio and music men 
on the committees were inducing 
each other to develop and present to 
the other some sort of a plan that 
could be used to start negotiations 
for the use of music on television 
shows. Neither, it’s asserted, ever 
came forth with an idea, and the 
situation is still where it started— 
in a muddle- 

As for the remaining problems 
which must be ironed out before 
ASCAP and radio can sign a new 
deal to replace the one now in force 
until 1949, they are slowly being 
ironed out in an atmosphere of com- 
plete understanding. Final draft of 
a new deal won't be completed much 
before the September National Assn. 
of Broadcasters convention at Atlan- 
tic City. 


While Robbins Calls Off 





Freed (Variety Music) Buy’ 


Loew's May Do It Alone 


While Loew’s, Inc., which con- 
trols the Robbins Music dynasty, 
could override any objections to its 
Variety Music purchase from Ar- 
thur and Hugo Freed for $150,000, 
the picture company took the atti- 
tude that if the minority stockhold- 
ers objected it would cancel the deal 
so far as the Robbins firm is con- 
cerned. That doesn’t mean _ that 
Loew-Metro will not go through 
with the deal to acquire Freed’s 
Variety firm. 

Jack Robbins, when he was head 
of the Robbins-Feist-Miller syndi- 
cate, signed the Freed deal, on the 
theory it was better for his outfit 
to go through with it than, perhaps, 
have Loew-Metro buy it and set up 
Variety Music as a competitive unit. 

This move more or less auto- 
matically kayoes Domenico Savino’s 
suit against Loew's. Savino, who 
joined forces with Robbins when the 
latter sold out to Metro, owns 9% of 
the stock, He brought a minority 
stockholder’s suit objecting to the 
fancy payment to Freed for Variety 
Music, alleging that this was being 
done at stockholder’s expense and 
militated against their dividends. 

Meantime Savino is holding out 
for a fancy price for his 9%, claim- 
ing that the $500,000 net (some 
$673,000 gress, including taxes) paid 
Jack Robbins for his 26% of the 
firms was an undervaluation. Rob- 
bins, on the other hand, who has 


gone into the music business on his | 


own, would like to purchase Savino’s 
interest, as an “investment.” Loew- 
Metro, of course, takes the position 
it will not be jockeyed into any pro- 
hibitive bidding. 

There are three other minority 
Stockholders in Robbins Music 
‘which, in turn, controls all the 
other subids —Feist, Miller, Harry 
Warren, Inc.), and these are Jack 
Bregman, Bernard Prager and Ste- 
phen Levitz. Last two are with 
Robbins as sales and production 
managers, being veterans of the or- 
Sanization. Bregman, of course, 
left Robbins many years ago to 
found Bregman, Vocco & Conn, Inc., 
which firm has been in one of those 


on-and-off-again dickers to sell out | 
Bregman, meantime, | 
relinquished his stock in| 


to Loew’s. 
never 
Robbins. 


had | 


Reiner Nixes Black & W. 
Sale to Frederick Lee 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Paul Reiner, prexy of Black & 
White Records, returned from mid- 
west jaunt over weekend and an- 
nounced there will be no sale of 
label to Frederick Lee Co., Minne- 
apolis distrib, which last week was 
trying to make a deal to buy the 
waxery. 

It is understood that Reiner got a 
bid, but deemed it insignificant in 
view of fact B & W started to get 
a firm national footing after recent 
success of Jack McVea’s “Open the 
Door, Richard”, 


AFM Locals Put 
On Pressure To 


Work Own Men 


| Some locals of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, apparently 
pressured by memberships having 
hard sledding due to the b.o. slump, 
are in turn pressuring local bookers 
against setting travelling bands into 
local location jobs, thereby eliminat- 
ing work for home tooters. For ex- 
ample, the Pittsburgh AFM and 
Washingion, D. C., branches are 
constantly hounding bookers in an 
effort to stem as much of the tide 
of travelling band bookings as pos- 
sible, in order to keep open work 
opportunities for local members. 

Pennsylvania has a law permit- 
ting only state resident-licensed 
bookers to set local dates for out- 
| of-state bands. Apparently Wash- 
| ington, D. C., has the same rule, 
| making the local bookers an easy 
target for the wishes of the local 
AFM branch. 

It’s all traceable to the current lag 
in cafe and ballroom biz, which ap- 
parently has cut work opportunities 
for local musicians. 
ability of some of these spots to con- 
tinue in biz is traceable to high op- 
erating costs, which means high mu- 
sician scales. 


Kaye Books Self, 
MCA Pact Ending 


Sammy Kaye apparently is going 
ahead with his idea of booking him- 

















And the in- | 





LEADERS WON'T 
ROW T0 TRENDS 


| Band agencies are still having dif- 


ficulty convincing maestros under 
contract to them that they must 
soften the styles of their orchs, that 
the day of the brassy, drive outfit 
is over. And one of the primary 
causes for the difficulty is that these 
leaders seek to maintain their 


istature because of a ‘situation born 


strictly out of vanity. 

These leaders are mostly good 
musicians. As outstanding craftsmen 
in their fields, virtually all lean 
toward jazz and shy away from 


i}sweet styles. They look down upon 


the latter and its musicians because 
it’s the thing to do in 
|which they are accepted. 


the set in 


Now that the business is changing 
to some extent, most of these lead- 
ers are actually afraid to make con- 
cessions to the trend. It’s not that 
they just don’t want a sweet music 
style, they don’t even want to listen 
to the suggestion of softening up. 
They feel that the followers they 
have built up over the years of 
swing-band leading, who themselves 
look down on sweet-band fans, will 
excoriate them for “going commer- 
cial.” Not to mention what jazz 
critics would say. 

Five years or so ago, when Harry 
James clicked on Columbia Records 
with “You Made Me Love You,” 
which presented his heretofore 
“righteous” trumpeting in a basical- 
ly commercial style (some former 
|followers of his labelled it down- 
right. corny and shifted their al- 
legiance elsewhere), James was 
soundly spanked by his old friends. 
Too many of today’s leaders don’t 
want the same thing to happen. 





James Amenable 


Hollywood, May 13. 


Harry James apparently has 





| decided to step a slight distance off 


| the worktrack he’s been following 
| the past few years, which meant 
|films, radio and one trip a year 
| easi for one-nighters in addition to 
the few he played on the Coast. He 
has been booked by Music Corp. of 
America into the Palladium Ball- 
room, here for six weeks, opening 
Oct. 7. It will be his first location 
job in some time and his first at the 
Palladium in several years. 


According to MCA execs, James is 
now amenable to more work, though 
he still won’t play theatres. Follow- 
| ing the Palladium, he is expected to 
| keep working, but in what direction 





self following the Sept. 15 expira- | his efforts will take him are un- 
tion of his contract with Music | determined. At the Palladium, he 
Corp. of America, rather than re-|i5 ©n in a guarantee and a per- 
new with the latter or move to an- | Cemtage, the deal said to call for the 
other agency. He has instructed his | SP0t’s usual $4,500 plus @ split over 
N. Y. office to proceed setting dates | $13.500 gross, but with a proviso 
for him beyond the Sept. 15 MCA | Separate and apart from the contract 


deadline. 

There have been a few bandlead- 
/ers who have gotten away with do- 
|ing their own booking in recent 
lyears, but the trade always looks 
}upon the practice as a doubly dif- 
ficult job since major agencies as a 
rule do their best to block the lone 
wolf out of dates, and otherwise 
trip him up. When the band is 
| booked far enough in advance, how- 
ever, the task is made easier. 
Vaughn Monroe is perhaps the only 
name at the moment being booked 
independently. Willard Alexander 
has been doing the job, and the 
major agencies have endeavored to 
give both as much trouble as possi- 
ble in the past year. 


Ted Mossman’s Switch 


Songsmith Ted Mossman has writ- 
ten hit first serious work, “New York 
Concerto,” and is currently in Bos- 
ton rehearsing the eomposition for a 
preem within the next two weeks 
under the baton of Arthur Fiedler. 

Mossman. it's recalled, collabed on 
“Till the End of Time,” a Chopin 
adaptation, and “Full Moon ; 
Empty Arms” with a Rachmaninoff 
melody used as its basis. 











that calls for a sum in excess of the 

| minimum guarantee in the event 
| business doesn't allow a respectable 
| split. 


James is now in the south on his 
| annual eastern oneé-nighters, work- 
jing his way up toward N. Y., and 
| doing, it’s claimed, very nicely at 
the b.o. although he did have several 
n.s.g. dates in Texas. He ran into 
/trouble not of his own making in 
, Montgomery, Ala., last week, when 
|Gerdon Kibbler, an Indianapolis 
| promoter, served him and Ralph 
| Weinberg, Bluefield, W. Va., promot- 
/er, with papers in a suit. Action was 
| based on Kibbler’s contention that 
he had first call on promoting the 
Montgomery date and had verbal 
okays from MCA, but that the 
contract later was issued to Wein- 
berg. ' 


James is claimed to have corraled 
grosses through Atlanta, Nashville, 
| Knoxville, Charlotte and Johnson 
| City that returned him about $3.400, 
| $4,400, $4,000. $4.000 and $2,900, 
| respectively, and $2.700 in Mont- 
|gomery. These figures would indi- 





|in an area that it never before has 
| played. 


To Making Money 


EM_ON SWEET 





In Song-Record. 





Plan to Wax Fats Waller’s 


‘Harlem Living Room’ Set 
Hollywood, May 13. 

Thomas “Fats” Waller's first 

penned serious work, “Harlem Liv- 

ing Room Suite” will be waxed by 


an all-star ork. Suite, written by 
Walier in 1934, is in three parts, 
“Functionizin’ ”, “Corn Whiskey 


Cocktails” and “The Scrimmage.” 
Three arrangers will each handle 
a part. 


NAB, Recorders 
To Join Putsch 
Vs. Speiser Bill 


Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
apparently started a pall rolling last 
week when it laid plans on which 
its legal department is basing its 
opposition to a bill introduced 
in Congress by Rep. Hugh D. Scott, 
which seeks a copyright on each 
recorded interpretation of a song by 
an artist. National Assn. of Broad- 
casters, the major recording com- 
panies and_ possibly Broadcast 
Music, Inc., will prepare opposition 
to the passage of the bill, due for a 
hearing in Washington next week 
(23). 

NAB’s reason for opposing the 
Scott proposal, which is inspired by 





is that in the event an artist could 
obtain a copyright on an 


using disks as the basis of program- 
ming would be forced to obtain li- 
censes for the use of every disk 
manufactured—at a price, presum- 
ably. 

As for BMI, it is stated by its 
executives that it will go along with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers in opposing 
the bill. So far, ASCAP attorneys 
indicate a position against the bill, 
but have not had definite instruc- 
tions along that line. Ditto the Song- 
writers Protective Assn. legalites. 


More Name Raids 


Due by Agencie 


As almost always happens when 
business goes bad, there’s an un- 





~~~ ¢ 


Maurice J. Speiser, counsel for the | 
National Assn. of Performing Artists, | 


interpre- | 
tation of a song, then radio stations 


Music Men, Diskers Further Off-Key 


Exploitation Snag 


Since the recording of a new song 
lis by far the most valuable medium 
of exploitation to a music publisher, 
and the competition for disks is so 
keen, the friction between music 
men and recording executives is 
growing to the point where the 
next few months may see some 
| drastic changes in the setup and the 
laying down of new rules. Conflict 
|; between the two factions has been 
constantly growing in recent months 
over release dates, too many new 
songs, etc., and there have been 
some bitter hassles. 

Tendency among some publishers 
at the moment, more among major 
|firms which have numerous subsidi- 
aries built around major record 
jartists, is to follow a trial-and-error 
course. That is, to flood disk com- 
panies with as many songs as the 
latter will take, then, after release, 
to work on the tune that shows the 
most sales promise and discard the 
others, 

Some of the major diskers have 
arrived at the point where they feel 
that in the near future new regula- 
| tions will be laid down denying a 
recording of a tune to a pub until 
the tune is preven. Decca has lately 
been outspoken about the possibility 
of such methods; that company more 
than any other has followed such a 
| practice in recent years. As for the 
| strict observance of release dates, 
some disk men are. very much in 
|favor, others are not. 

Publishers’ answer to all the hul- 
jlaballoo about the situation is a 
simple attitude that rarely does a 
song mean anything in sales until 
their staffs get to work to back up 
a recorded version with exploita- 
tion and plugs. This may be true, 
some of the diskers assert, but it 
has nothing to do with the “mal- 
| practice” too many employ in flood- 
ing the manufacturers with new 
songs and throwing their exploita- 
tion weight behind those that show 
promise after release. Diskers as- 
sert they lose thousands of dollars 
annually acting as trialhorses for 
dog tunes. 


| 





| 
| 
i 


| 


Snarl; MCA Gets % On 
GAC-Booked Cafe Date 


Hollywood, May 13. 

James C. Petrillo himself has set- 
tled the row between Music Crop. 
of America and General Artists 
Corp.,, over which would get the 
commission on booking Slim Gail- 
| lard Trio into Swanee Inn here. 
American Federation of Musicians 
| prexy has awarded the percentage to 
| MCA, . 


| Harold Jovien, of GAC office here, 





prewtensoed 


usual amount of raiding going on | @Ctually inked the threesome, after 
between the major band agencies Gaillard said he was free from 
for new properties that might bol- | gency entanglements. Immediately 
ster revenue. Of course, the out- |thereafter MCA _ swooped down, 
standing one of the past few weeks Claiming commish by virtue of 
is Music Corp. of America’s grab of | presentation paper signed by Gail- 
Spike Jones from General Artists. lard March 28. GAC tossed the mat- 

| ter to AFM and answer was that ac- 


But that was only the starter. 

At the moment, the principal 
sources for discussion are Sammy 
Kaye and Jimmy Dorsey. Kaye's 
contract with MCA runs out in the 
fall, and he’s intent on booking him- 
self (see separate story). Dorsey's 
contract with GAC also runs out in 
the fall, and MCA is camped on his 
trail, along with others. New Mus- 
Art outfit figures in the Dorsey pic- 
ture, too. And it also has had talks 
with Kaye. 

There is also talk about Spade 
Cooley and Dick Jurgens to the ef- 


a switch from William Morris and 
Jurgens from MCA to GAC. 


Sacks to the Coast 


Manie Sacks, head of Columbia 
Records’ artists and repertoire, took 
off from New York for the Coast 
last night (Tuesday) for two weeks. 
One of the things taking him west 
is the illness of Bill Richards, head 
of Columbia’s Hollywood office. 

Sacks will also see Frank Sinatra, 
whose trial for hanging one on 











and cate that the band is doing very well | N. Y. Daily Mirror columnist Lee 


| Mortimer, in a Hollywood 
| comes up May 26. 


nitery. 


fect that the former is contemplating | 


,cording to union’s records in na- 
| tional headquarters, William Morris 
(handled Gaillard. Morris subse- 
| quently stated that it had dropped 
singer-guitarist last Jan. 24. 


On Friday (9), after these dis- 
closures were presented to Petrillo, 
latter wired GAC here that he now 
| recognized MCA’s pact with Gaillard 
and that MCA should get the com- 
mish. It is understood that GAC 
has since tried to pry a split on the 
| percentage from MCA, but got a 
fluff -off. 

Meanwhile, Gaillard situation has 
brewed another uproar in that John 
Toscano, operator of Toddle House, 
where trio last made stand, has 
popped up with a personal contract 
to play his spot, signed by Tiny 
Brown, member of combo, and de- 
mands that Brown exit outfit and 
especially Swanee Inn, rival of Tod- 
dle. Toscano filed matter with Ed 
Bailey, prexy cf Negro Musicians 
Local 767, who countered that if the 
lcontract signed by Brown proves 

valid, he must nevertheless give 
| Gaillard two-weeks’ notice . before 
_ankling combo. Bailey states he ad- 
'monished Toscano that if he did not 
like those terms to appeal to Petrillo. 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 





Tony Pastor was a hot name 
among sidemen back in the days 
when Artie Shaw was enjoying a 
certain vogue among the swing fans 
whom he professed to despise. Then 
came to Pastor—as apparently it 
must come to all sidemen—the de- 
sire to go out on his own. As a 


bandleader, Pastor was not immedi- | 
ately the large success a great many 


had predicted. The conviction that 
= 











Suggested Program 


“Of Thee I Sing”’—Russell 
Bennett (Sonora). 

“I Found a Million Dollar 
Baby”—Bing Crosby (Bruns- 


wick). 

“Concerto de Varsovia”—Irv- 
ing Fields (Victor). 

“Sugar” — Louis 
(Victor ). 

“Meet Me in St. Louis”—Judy 
Garland (Decca). 

“The Whiffenpoof 
Robert Merrill (Vittor). 

“Red Silk Stockings 
Green Perfume”—Tony 
(Columbia). 


(Program No 2) . 


“Long Ago and Far Away”— 
Al Goodman (Victor). 

“Mam ’'selle” — Art 
(M-G-M). 

“Sally Zu-Zaz"—Joe Turner 
(National). 

“Yo Ta Nemora”—<Xavier Cu- 
gat (Columbia). 

“There'll Be Some Changes 
Made”—Fats Waller (Victor). 

“Ivy”"—Jo Stafford (Capitol). 

“Honeysuckle Rose” — Benny 
Goodman (Columbia). 


Armstrong 


Song’”— 


and 
Pastor 


Lund 








his attractive personality, singing, 
and tenor-sax-playing would make 


him at least a sensation didn’t pan | 


out as heavy as expected. 


ef four Columbia sides—“Get Up 
Those Stairs, Mademoiselle,” “Red 
Silk Stockings and Green Perfume,” 
“I Wonder, I Wonder, I Wonder,” 
and “Meet Me at No Special Place” 
—we feel that Pastor will finally 
come into his own. To our ears. he, 
his saxophone, his singing, and his 








band sound like pretty su 
juke box assets. 


“Red Silk Stockings” and “I Won- 
der” strike us as the more saleable, 
but there’s nothing out of line with 
the other two. It’s simply that 
| “Stockings” and “Wonder” shape up 
|songwise as the stronger possibili- 
ties. Appeal of all four faces de- 
rives chiefly from the tubby mae- 
stros’ own ingratiating personality, 
| Everything considered, he’s pretty 
| flexible. In “Stockings” he is prop- 
erly bouyant, while “I Wonder” has 
him in a plaintive mood which could 
conceivably go over big. We have 
listened rather determinedly to “Get 
Up Those Stairs,” but must confess 
that its implications elude us. If 
it's supposed to be dirty, it isn’t 
dirty enough. In any event, we 
think the buffalodeons will be wise 
to investigate “Stockings” and “I 
Wonder.” Like we say, maybe Pas- 
tor has finally arrived. 


bstantial 


Tony Martin is out on Victor this 


week with a coupling of “Passing 
By” and “Oh! My Achin’ Heart.” 
Accompanied by Victor Young’s 


band and a chorus, Martin acquits 
himself very creditably. “Passing 
By” (the “Vous Qui Passez Sans Me 
Voir” which serves as Jean Sablon’s 
theme) is being used in Greer Gar- 
son’s new picture. Tieup may build 
it into a hit. Both sides should do 
all right, however—especially with 
Martin’s radio show to help. 


Margaret Whiting has a bigger 
commercial appeal than either of 
the above gals. Her Capitol of “Ask 
Anyone Who Knows” is no work of 
art, but it should do wonderfully on 
the machines. Frank DeVol’s or- 
chestra backs her up. On the other 
side, Miss Whiting does “Old Devil 
| Moon,” a number from “Finian’s 
| Rainbow” which hasn’t approached 
| the peak that it should. 


Elia Fitzgerald’s “A Sunday Kind 
|of Love” and “That’s My Desire” 





But this week, with the, release | are further samples of a really top- | 


| notch gal vocalist’s work. She is 
| given a nice background by a band 
|led by Bob Haggart. The Andy 
| Love Quintet, which sings with her, 
does not impress. us as being much 
help, though. “That’s My Desire” 
| would seem to be the sturdier bet 
|for the coin boxes, 








~ 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Mam’selle (4) (Feist)........ 


2. Heartaches (10) (Leeds)....... 
5 Linda (11) ReEMs ohidwe osc 
. My Adobe Hacienda (5) (Peer). 
. Anniversary Song (15) 7 


. That’s My Desire (5) (Millis) 


/ 


10. 


(Mood). 


. Sunday Kind of Love (2) (Maurice). 


. Across Alley From Alamo (2) (Capitol) 


Red Stockings, Green Perf'e (1) (Morris) 


{ Dick Haymes..........Decca 
Tre A Een han kone set MGM 
{| Ted Weems.... .Decca-Victor 
en ** ) Eddy Howard..... Majestic 
{ Clark-Noble ......Columbia 
‘* ***** 9 Charles Spivak... .... Victor 


{ Eddy Howard.......Majestic 
| Dinning Sisters......Capitol 
{ Al Jolson .Decca 
a i . «x0 me's< oo OE 
\ Frankie Laine......Mercury 
| Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
{Jo Stafford Capitol 


* ) Buddy Clark 
{ Mills Bros.. 


{ Ray McKinley... 


Coming Up 


Peg O’ My Heart (Robbins) 


Jack, Jack, Jack (Sinatra) 


You Can't See Sun (Simon)...... 
Roses In Rain (Barton).......... 


Santa Catalina (Spina)............. 


That's Where | Came In (Robbins) 


Midnight Masquerade (S-B).. 


I Wonder, I Wonder, I Wonder (Robbins) 


I Believe (Sinatra) 


April Showers (Harms)..... 


Chi Baba, Chi Baba (Oxford) 


You Don't Learn That In School ( Vanguard) 


Alexander’s Ragtime Band (Berlin) 
Ivy (Burke-VH) 


eeeeree 


Time After Time (Sinatra).... 


* When Am I Gonna Kiss You (Martin).... 


\ Clark Dennis 


Capitol 
j Harmonicats 


Wax Facts 


Woody Herman’s Columbia of 
“Ivy” and “That’s My Desire” is a 
competent disk, but erman has yet 
to prove his stature as a solo vocal- 
ist. The Four Chips provide the 
background. ..Victor’s reissuing of 
10 Fats Waller faces is a big break 
for the hot set. They are “You're 
Not the Only Oyster,” “Oooh! 
Look-a There, Ain’t She Pretty?”, 
“There'll Be Some Changes Made,” 
“You Stayed Away Too Long,” 
“Darktown Strutters’ Ball,” 
“S’posin,” “Squeeze Me,” “Every- 
body Loves My Baby,” “I Used to 
Love You,” and “The Meanest Thing 








Best Bets 


Latin-American — “Oye, Ne- 
gra” (Irving Fields) and “Temp- 


tation” (Noro Morales). 
Blues — “Rock o’ Gibraltar” 
and “Sally Zu-Zaz” (National) 


and “Love Doctor Blues” (Gate- 
mouth Moore). 

Hot — Fats Waller reissues 
(Victor), “One o’Clock Boogie” 
(Count Basie), “He’s My Baby” 
(Andy Kirk), and “I Can’t Get 
Started” (Cootie Williams). 

Hillbilly — “The B-i-b-]-e” 
(Karl and Harty) and “I'm 
Gonna Marry Mary” (Jimmy 
Wakely). 

Ballad—“Passing By” (Tony 
Martin), “Almost Like Being in 
Love” (Mildred Bailey), “Ask 
Anyone Who Knows” (Margaret 
Whiting), and “That's My De- 
sire” (Ella Fitzgerald). 

Dance—“Cecilia” and “I Won't 
Be Home Anymore When You 
Call” (Dick Jurgens), “My 
Pretty Girl” (Ted Straeter), and 
“Tl Wonder, I Wonder, I Wonder” 
(Tony Pastor). 

Novelty—“Red Silk Stockings 








sometimes became a little wearing, 
his piano playing more than atoned 
for it. He was one of the greatest 
and if you think otherwise, just 
listen to these performances. May 
18-25 will be known as “Fats Waller 
Memorial Week.” The jocks can 


spinning some exciting stuff) by 
scheduling these 5 disks on their 
shows,;.. 

In the blues field this week, two 
National faces by Joe Turner are 
stand-outs. They are “Rock 0’ 


Gibraltar” and “Sally Zu-Zaz.” Ob- 
viously not for all tastes, but 
good bets for race locations. Same 
label has Gatemouth Moore's 
“Love Doctor Blues.” a _ good 
rendition of a suggestive lyric. It 
should do fine on Southern jukes... 
Count Basie’s latest Victor brackets 
“One O'Clock Boogie” with “Meet 
Me at No Special Place.” Band's 
pleasant work in “Meet Me” is 
spoiled by an inept vocal, but there’s 
nothing to detract from the way it 
plays “Boogie.” It’s first-rate Basie 
and, as such, well worth anyone's 
attention.. Just’ what Stan Kenton 
is trying to achieve in “Machito,” a 
rhumba, baffles us, but it’s impossi- 





“** ) Claude Thornhill. .Columbia | 
_ If I Had Life Live Over (2) (General),, ) Larry Vincent..20th-Century | 


Majestic | 
) Tony Pastor.......Columbia | 


... Vitacoustics | releases. 


ble to deny the drawing-power of 
his band, a fact which should guar- 
antee a certain sale for this Capitol. 


Columbia | Its screechiness, however, strikes us 
..-Decca|as a complete 
| Woody Herman. ...Columbia | “Collaboration,” is a lot more*taste- 


bore. Other side, 


ful. 

Red Ingie and His Natural Seven, 
a new addition to the Capitol roster, 
sound a good deal less funny to us 
than apparently they do to the per- 
son who writes Capitol’s publicity 
Ingle’s coupling of “Temp- 





and Green Perfume” (Tony 
Pastor). 
. . ” | 
You Ever Did Was Kiss Me. If 
Fats’ inclination to act the ciown 


honor a prodigidus talent (as well as | 


Overloaded Retail Stocks Held Key . 
Behind Slowdown in Disk-Buying 


Some recording executives say 
10 Best Sheet Sellers 


that the “so-called” sales slump in 
(Week Ending, May 10) 





’’ 
= 


records, which assertedly is confined 
to retail counters, is due more to a 
stoppage of ordering by Storekeep. 


Main’selle ..........0. s+ Feist | tS rather than a slowdown in buy. 
Anniversary Song.........Mood | /!98 by the public. Explanation they 
LANGA oie ce ceeccecsccece Mayfair | hope is correct is that heavy inven. 
My Adobe Hacienda ...... Peer | tories, caused by over-buying, jg 
Heartaches .......+++0e0+- Leeds |Tesponsible; that dealers are seek. 
April Showers..........-Harms ing tovelear overloaded shelves of ag 
Life to Live Over......General much material as possible before’ 
Managua Nicaragua...... Encore | Placing new orders. 
ge RG Ae Sinatra If this is true, and indications are 
You Can’t See Sun........Simon | that the public as well as dealers 
has momentarily, at least, slowed 


Second 10 


I'll Close My Eyes... ...Maurice 
Midnight Masquerade. Shapiro-B 
Roses: In: RAM. veicsvccsecs Barton 
That’s Where I Came In. Robbins 
Glocca Morra 
Santa Catalina 
Sunday Kind of Love. ..Maurice 
It's Good DATs. 06. dscaut Capitol 
I Wonder, I Wonder....Robbins 
Am I Gonna Do....Paramount 


BMI SIGNS 65 MUSIC | 
USERS IN CHI AREA 


Chicago, May 13. 

Local Broadcast Music, _ Inc., 
licensing force under Joe Gates has 
signed 65 cafes in the three-month 
period it has operated in Chicago. 
Contracts, outside of those pacted 
with hotels, are individual and not 
with any operator groups. Over 60 
members of the Chi Cafe “Owners 
Assn. still have not signed. Gates 


it’s 


down in buying, then an iron- 
ical situation. For recording exerc 
themselves agree that too-heavy in. 
ventories that do exist were par- 
tially the manufacturers’ fault. All 
during the war, demand for disks 
was so heavy, and supplies so short, 
that when a dealer ordered, say, 200 
copies of one item he might have 
gotten 10 or 25. So they took to 
ordering 400 or 500—and got 20 or 
50. This practice was so widespread 
and so accepted that after the war, 
when disk factories began extend. 
ing their output, many dealers cone 
tinued ordering in the same figures 
and got more records than | 
could use. This ended in 
stocked shelves. 











they 
over- 





JACK KAPP’S CAMPUS 
PITCH FOR DISK BIZ 


Jack Kapp, prez of Decca Records, 
has been making an academic pitch on 
behalf of the wax works, addressing 
Cornell University last Friday (9) 





and winding up at the Leland Stan- 
ford University business class June 





has called three conferences with 


|CCOA in last two months, but never /}9 jn Berkeley, Cal. Previously he 
|has a quorum been present. 


addressed the University of Chicago 
and Occidental College (Calif.) 

Kapp’s enthusiasm for educational 
disks, like the $10 album Decca just 
released, “Our Common Heritage,” 
takes the Decca topper on a mission- 
ary speechmaking itinerary in cer- 
tain key campuses. 


Gates said that he has waited too 
long to do biz with the Assn. as a | 
group and that he will now attempt 
to sign contracts with individual 
members. From now on legal ac- 
tion will be taken against bistros 
that infringe on BMI library. 
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| You Can't See the Sun When You're Crying.... 


| Andrews Sisters.. .. Decca | tation” and “I Love You For Senti- 

Pesce shesttea * ) Jack Smith. . . Capitol | mental Reasons” (sub-titled “I Love 
( tak Weeks aes you Fer 70 Mental Reasons”) is, | 

hey iors oR el Victor broadly speaking, another entry in 

meee: the Spike Jones. Korn Kobblers, etc. 

Frankie Carle..... Columbia | sweepstakes. There will undoubt- 

{ Freddy Martin.... ... Victor | edly be a certain market for the 

oe ' | Eddy Howard...... Majestic | zaniness of this former Ted Weems 

{Perry Como.......... Victor singer, but it just doesn’t impress us 

hoe ' | Jo Stafford ........Capitol | °° either clever: or novel. Respec- 

{ Etdy Howard Malestie |e." veces are by “Cinderella G. 

: ) Sammy Kaye mage “9:9 Victor |Stump” and ‘ “Buttermilk Tussy. 
: * Ae fled lal te That should give you a faint idea of 
\ Martha Tilton..:....Capitol | What goes on. 
| Tony Pastor .Columbia| Andy Kirk’s “He's My Baby” 


Frank Sinatra.. 
} Guy Lombardo. king wy 
B.A. 

’ | Blue Barron...... 

King Cole Trio 
Crosby-Jolson 
et 2  . Re 

* | Ziggy Elman.... 


...M-G-M 
Capitol 


Capitol 
. +... M-G-M 


{ Frank Sinatra..... Columbia 
Ges } Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
{ Freddy Martin........Victor 


i Dinah Shore Columbia 


| fans 


Decca | “West 





' 
i 
' 





.Columbia | (Decca) is a good one for the jazz 
.So is Cootie Williams’ Majes- | 


its reverse, “I Want to Be Loved”... 


Victor | Frankie Laine Sings (Mercury), a 


| 


! 


set containing “Black and Blue,” | 
“Blue Turning Gray Over You,” | 
End Blues.” “Wrap Your 


Troubles In Dreams,” “On the Sunny 
Side 0° the Street,” and “I Can’t Be- 
will probably do well on tle West 
Coast, where Laine has become a 
big favorite. We don't happen to 
find his work very exciting, 


lieve that You're In Love With Me.” | 


Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 32 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of May 2-8, 1947 





A Sunday Kind of Love ........... ‘ sce 0ehed ds 000 ORS 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band...............seee0. A eee! 
Almost Like Being In Love—**Brigadoon”....... <.eee-Sam Fox 
Anniversary Song—*“Jolson Story”....... ....-Mood 
ADE BOWE <7 SGIN0N DOE inns 5 sce ba. cawaets oe eM eee Harms 
a. ge Rr fer er ror rr pres Witmark 
Beware My Heart—t“Carnegie Hall”............-...00-- 000 Feist 
OD, CE od. ose nhs dhe cetess (Ub edbiaesd 9098 Oxford 
PT Pee, Pe he Se aren pebdaiccesce 6ecsueeas 


How Are Things In Glocca Morra—*“Finian’s Rainbow” ....Crawford 


I Believe—+“It Happened in Brooklyn”........ 0 ....+. ... Sinatra 
LORE BEIM. VOUP PORES Foci on eidccintcc. dectbecds eee Oxford 
Ruppameen &. wonaer ys Wobders.45... «acted ccs 6 eee’ Robbins 
If I Had My Life To Live Over .......... cscs ty .General 
tA 2 fea Aree ....Maurice 
eR pp Nee 8 peer a 7S. ahi dae gs ee Pemora 
Lt Ba" @ See” fe SI ri aes tart one ree Capitol 
DMC ctGha Sethd ‘adeaetid onde é ....Morris 
ce IE OE Pear eed OP et Loner ee Feist 
3 | a ee eri Pe ee eee ooo elst 
a ae ....kncore 
_.. pe | Pre errno rere ....-Shapiro-B 
Day Se MONON vn s os -cesccceseras dees .. Southera 
Eee Oe PU SETOOEE BADUOS 655 sicenars evden sid sack Voce dens World 
Old Devil Moon—*“Finian’s Rainbow”....... .....6 eeeeee Crawford 
That’s How Much I Love You............... bob os ccc eUerEe 
They Can't Convince Me....... baie rekeaerwens eecee ess Mood 
Time After Time—i“It Happened In Brooklyn” . ......+...Sina'ra 


What Am I Gonna Do About You?—i“Ladies Man”.....«-- ‘Paramount 
When Am I Gonna Kiss You Good Morning.... _...Martin - 
veges anon 

. ee. vefferson 


You Should Have Told Me 
19 


The remaining from the copyrighted ACI 


(Peatman). 
A Rainy Night In Rio—+“Time, Place, Girl”......... 
Cu-Tu-Gu-Ru 
Guilty 


songs of the week, 


se eee Witmark 
,. Sinatra 


Viale waem. & he he . .Feist 
I Do Do Do Like You. ye ee atk et OP ....Farms 
| [ Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away ........ . Robbins 
2. &. ” Baer ae ee Sain. § “Res TEwsds anes eau London 
It's the Same Old Dream—?“It Happened in Brooklyn”... .-- .Sinatra 
Man Who Paints the Rainbow In the Sky.. .......... «+e: Mutual 
| Maybe You'll Be There ...... Senda dMaNiadP ob atsdihewddaeeee 
My Heart Goes Crazy—-i+“My Heart Goes Crazy” ... ..Burke-VH 
a Re Rae oe a eee ae eS a . .Robb:ns 
MN: SONNE 6 0 0d nbn Gon Hale LAK Phas Ss WTR URTHS's 0h bi a VOR Warren 
SES GP GUGM, cos bow, Cheb Tenses Vor cee dibe Sed ee Needs Barton 
| Stella By Starlight .......... ..... eaten .. Beverly 
| We Could Make Such Beautiful Music.......... .. BMI 
Would You Believe Me—?“Love and Learn”........ ...Remick 
Why Did It Have To End So Soon...............cueee . Berlin 
You Can Take My Word For It- Baby ............... ce eee: Morris 
You'll Know When It Happens..... ............-- ..Bourne 


| 


¢t Filmusical. * Leyit Musical. 
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Professional Manager, JERRY LEWIN 


Broadway, New York 
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Notes 


Johnny Desmond and Page Cavanaugh Trio opened at Ciro’s....Hoosier 
Hot Shots on one-month trek through mid-West and Canada June 13.... 
Nacio Herb Brown’s “Mexican Moon Dance,” nine minute instrumental 
melody, acquired by MGM for forthcoming film “The Kissing Bandit.” 


Tune is from Brown’s unpublished 


standard library....Martha Stewart 


signed to one-year deal by Majestic label....Tex Ritter, Bob Wills’ band, 
Roy Acuff, Al Dexter, Carolina Cotton and Ernest Tubbs poised for 30- 
day midwest and eastern tour of one-niters opening June 6 at Kansas 


City....Joe E. Brown has recorded 
to Play Baseball.” 


Disks are reportedly serious and 


four sides for RCA-Victor on “How 
informative.... 


Graphic Records, local off-label, attempting to market kiddie platters 
through drug steres and markets at $1; disks are vinylite in bright colors 
....Nellie Lutcher, June Christy and Tri-tones opened last night-(13) at 
Bocage Room....Mildred Cavanaugh of Criterion Music and West coast’s 
lonely woman songplugger planed to NY for confab with Mickey Gold- 


Gen... 


Mack Martin, professional manager of Barton Music, in from N. Y. 


after heads-together session with Ben Barton....Dean Beckett, formerly 
vocalist with Kay Kyser under name Linda Stevens, planes te London to 


appear in latest Jack Hylton show. 





Fox Forces Indie Diskers to Pay 
7, On All Pressings, Nipping Abuses 


Rule set up -recently by Harry 
Fox, collector of mechanical royal- 
ties for many music publishers, who 


demanded that certain independent 
disk companies pay royalties in ad- 
vance for batch of each first press- 
ings of a new tune and on a month- 
ly basis thereafter to avoid royalty 
losses, has been extended. Fox dis- 
eovered that some indies have ac- 
tually pressed four and five times 
the number of recordings reported 
en royalty statements, the explana- 
tion for the difference, on which no 
royalties were paid, being that they 
are unsold, that they are among 
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Another Record of 


JUST A DREAM 
OF YOU DEAR 


Maple City Four 
Mercury No. A-1031 










All Material Available 
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factory inventory or lying on deal- 
ers’ shelves. 

Fox has stopped that. He is de- 
manding of some companies that full 
payment of royalties be made for 
every recording pressed, regardless 
of whether they are sold. He has 
forced one New York indie to pay 
publisher royalties on every record- 
ing it turned out from April 1 last 
year until the present. Company 
had reported and recognized a roy- 
alty obligation on less than 100,000 
disks, but had actually pressed ap- 
proximately four times as many. 
Fox has secured some $50,000 in 
royalties on the claimed unsold 
disks. Another company reported 
royalties on 500,000 disks and had 
pressed well over 1,000,000. They, 
too, are paying royalties on the en- 
tire total. 

Fox feels that such a practice by 
indie diskers makes use of publish- 
| er royalties to keep them in busi- 
|} ness. They all allow almost 100% 
| return privileges to dealers and in 
| doing so are using copyrighted ma- 
| terial without payment in the hope 
| of realizing a return. 


| 
| 


‘Dailey Pitches for Deah 
OF Rutgers, Passes Up 











Attendance by music publishing 
|and band people at openings of 


4 | bands as a rule go a long way to- 


| ward making those debut nights suc- 
cessful at the b.o., and as a result 
| they’re much sought after. However, 
Frank Dailey did an about-face this 





Eberle’s debut at his Meadowbrook 
Friday (16) evening will have to be 
passed up, or delayed until Tuesday 
(20). There is no room for them. 

On Friday night, Dailey has a Rut- 





of 1,800 students. 

place exclusively until midnight, 

| when a handful of local Montclair, 

|N. J., area schools take over with 
f their own. 





| small proms 0 
Tomorrow night (Thursday), how- 
/ever, pubs and bandsmen will be on 
|'the jump. There are four openings 
| the same evening—Victor Lombardo 
| at the New Yorker, George Paxton’s 
new band at the Arcadia Ballroom, 
Griff Williams at the Waldorf, and 
| Tex Beneke at Glen Island Casino, 
| New, Rochelle, N. Y. 





| Robert Q@. Lewis, who preemed 











PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP 
? i 19 MY 





j|last week on a comedy show over 
CBS, signed by Signature records on 
a two-side deal. He will do his own 
comedy songs. 
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on Com-Machines 





. Mam'selle (3) (Feist......+++00++«) Dick Haymes. ......... ot 
2. Heartaches (9) (Leeds)......00...! Ted Weems... .Decea-Victor 
| Eddy Howard....... Majestic 
3. LINDA (10) (Mayfair)........... | Caesien Syie we eeees = ti 
Ss TO. cccees ctor 
4. Anniversary Song (14) (Mcod)... ae beeen eeees — 
keoeévansas or 
5. My Adobe Hacienda (4) (Peer).... a Alaa: ahead cee —— 
6. GLOCCA MORRA (11) . (Craw-; BUDDY CLARK ||| cel 
BOOED. ead bs pecddetace cds ecvuece 1 Dick Haymes.......... Decca 
, 7. That’s My Desire (4) (Mills)....,./ Frankie Laine...... Mercury 
l\Eddy Howard......Majestic 
8. Alley From Alamo (1) (Capitol). ws 5 toe stew * Fe 
y Herman....Colum 
9. Sunday Kind of Love (1) (Maurice) 5 yg Rm ay teteee Ts 
Paliewsobe p 
. LIFE TO LIVE OVER (1) (Gen- { Larry Vincent . .20th-Century 
SS are ++seees (BUDDY CLARK........ Cel 


Deah Ol Music Mob 


gers U. prom at his spot consisting 
They have the 





e.e . 
British Best Sheet Sellers 
(Week-Ending May 1). 
London, . May 2. 
How Lucky You Are... .Kassner” 
Anniversary Song.....Connelly 
Old Lamplighter........... Dash 
You Went Away 
April! Showers Chappell 
Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
I Call You Sweetheart. ...Dash 


MasriOt sb .6 5. ons Keith, Prowse 
Hi-Jig-A-Jig ........ Box & Cox 
Don’t Falk in Love........ Wood 
Marianne ...........-. Southern 


A. Little Tenderness. ..Connelly 
Second 12 
Violette . Dereon . .Dix 


Go Home a | 
China Boy, Girl... .Macmelodies 


Rickety Rickshaw..... Southern 
Sentimental Reasons. ..Maurice 
Open Door Richard...... Leeds 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah ........ Sun 
Five Minutes More......Morris 
Accordion Song........-. Wright 


When Make Love. .Macmelodies 
Gonna Lasso A Dream...... Gay 
Beginning of End Victoria 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


With its first releases of seven albums slated to hit the market tomo 
(Thursday), Audience Records, Inc., makers of Top-Ten records, ig lini 
up an intensive promotional campaign to bally its comedy disks ng 


Amos ’n’ Andy, Jack Benny, Edgar Bergen, Eddie Cantor, Ed Gardue, 
Burns & Allen and Fibber McGee & Molly. Platters will be unique in 


that they are not aimed to be played in juke boxes or on the air. 


Ten’s intentions are to display the albums as a unit in retail outlets. 


hypo sales firm is using space im national mags, radio spots, ete. Te 





There has been no change in the impasse set up against further 
contract discussions between the Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
the Songwriters Protective Assn. by the recent clash between writer-SPA 
board member Edgar Leslie and publisher-MPPA man, Louis Bernstein, 
Until their dispute is, resolved there assertedly will be no more contract 


new. 
and 


discussions. Meanwhile, the SPA-MPPA pact, which expired Dec. 3) last 
is in effect until the end of this month, due to the fifth monthly extension, 
and probably will be extended a sixth time. ; 

Time magazine last week told an Algeresque story of Capito! Records 


Yarn spotlighted Capitol’s suecess as an independent company in the face 
of the overpowering competition of the majors. 1 

Time pointed up Capitol’s gross earnings for 1946. Gross 
to $13,083,000, doubled the "45 intake, but the net of $843,000 w 
the profit of the previous year. 

Salaries paid by Capitol to Johnny Mercer, as president of the company 
and Glenn Wallichs, its executive v.p., were reported to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission Monday (12). Mercer drew $92,000, presumably 


amounting 
as four times 








On the Upbea 


t 





New York 

Russ Case takes over conducting 
of the band on the RCA-Victor show 
on NBC June 1. He’s an RCA musi- 
eal director... Earl 
into Club Bengasi tomorrow (Thurs- 
day)... Dave Kent shifted to new 
Words & Music staff setup from 
Morris, along with Dave Bernstein 
... George Mario will Commodore 


through Panama Canal and to Santa 
Monica... .Xavier Cugat breaking it 
up at Click, Philadelphia....Lou 
Sherwood orchestra at Colonial Inn, 
| Singac, N. J....Miff Conner band 
| opened Anchor Room, Knickerbocker 


Yacht Club, Port Washington, L. L. 





Names will follow....England going 
through waltz tune upbeat, current 
“How Lucky You Are” topping 


“Anniversary Song” ... . Roosevelt 
Raceway, trotter track at Westbury, 
L. L, opens May 23, renewing Satur- 
day night objective of music and 
bandsmen... Ziggy Elman leaned 
last week toward renewing maestro- 
ing, but dropped it again; he may be 
with new Tommy Dorsey band open- 
ing Friday (16) at Casino Gardens, 
| Cal. Ray Heatherton a probability 
|for Biltmore Roof, N. Y., opening 
June 4... Arthur Michaud and Ed- 
die Green handling Jack Fina band 

... Jim Peppe in N. Y. from Florida 
for few days... Al Millet joined 
Continental Records as ad and sales 
| promotion head....Henry H. Reich- 





week by advising both sets that Ray {| hold offering $500,000 guarantee for 
“United Nations 


‘music rights at 
: City.” 


Hollywood 


Kay Starr pacted by GAC... 
Negro Musicians Local 757 ear- 
marked $5,000 fund to pay members 


.. » Hal Howard, MCA band-booker, 
on one month prow! up and down 
wess coast .. . Duke Ellington opens 
at Salt Lake’s Rainbow Rendezvous 
| July 12... Raymond Scott set for 
two weeks at Lakeside Park, Den- 
ver, opening Aug. 8 . . Charlie 
Barnet band will wax album with 
Martha Raye for Apollo label. . 

; Tommy Dorsey tuning in on 50 vocal 
groups looking for a successor to 
the Sentimentalists for his Casino 
Gardens opening .. . Tommy Dorsey 
will do six remotes weekly over 
ABC while playing at Casino Gar- 
dens. . Vocalist Stuart Foster and 
trumpeter Charlie Shavers will be 
with T. D. on opening night. Both 
are Dorsey alumni... Page Cava- 
naugh Trio set for indefinite stay 
at Circus Room of Santa Monica’s 
, Ambassador hotel, starting May 15 
|. . . Ed Bailey and Paul Howard 
| will be Negro Musicians Local 767 
| reps to national convention of AFM 
in Detroit next month. 











Kansas City 
Ray Pearl due to leave the Ter- 
|race Grill for a stand in the Black- 


| 


Versatilians holding stand at the 
Drum Room...Judy Conrad band 
continues in the Crown Room...Roy 
Mack orchestra returned to the Pen- 
quin Room, Continental hotel... 
Johnny Coon band playing the Sky- 
Hi Roof Saturday nights. ..Julia Lee 
now in fourteenth year at Mil- 
ton’s...Buddy Blair thumping the 
keyboard in the Zephyr Room at 
the Bellerive ..Bill Snyder crew due 
to leave El Casbah for the Mayfair 
Room of the Blackstone hotel, Chi, 
opening May 30. 





| 


Bostic combo 


Tommy Dorsey’s new 96-foot yacht 


at scale to. play for vets in hospitals 


both for his presidency and royalties from record sales, and Wallichs got 
$51,000. A total of $279,000 was reported paid im guarantees and roy 





alti 
to seven singers and orchestra leaders. — 
RCA-Victor Forced To | Musi Publishers Contact Em. 
as { ployees had more members out of 
Recall Sebastian x Disk work last week—nine in all, than at 
any time in recent years. Before 


Of Debussy by Pub 


Because of protests from Paris 
representatives of Claude Debussy, 
Victor records is recalling all disks of | 
harmonica player John Sebastian’s 
version of the “The Girl with the 
Flaxen Hair.” Durand & Cie, owners 
of the Debussy copyrights, doesn’t 
deem the harmonica as sufficiently 
worthy to interpret the late com- 
poser. 

Disk of “Flaxen Hair” is part of 
an album, “Harmonica Classics,” 
released two weeks ago. 

Order to recall the waxings was 


week was out, however, more than 
half had been set in new jobs. Most 
had been let out by Embassy Musie 
temporary fold-and Stevens Music. 
Ee ey 








TOP. HiT OF YESTERDAY 


GREAT POPULAR 
STANDARD TODAY 





relayed from Durand by Elkan- ; A ree ‘adi , 
Vogel Co., of Philadelphia, repre- ” me mer 
sentative of the Paris firm. RCA- 





Victor had no choice but to com- 
ply. Originally, permission to wax 
the tune was considered unnecessary 
by Victor because of the fact that 
Sebastian's” arrangement follows a 
violin transcription made prior to | 
1909 before mechanical rights came 
into being. Order was again puzzling 
to Victor because of the fact that 
Larry Adler had previously made 
a recording for Decca of the same 
composer's “Claire de Lune.” 

Prior to its recal!. Elkan-Vogel 
had recommended that the Victor 
disk be allowed to stay on the 
market because of the fact that it 
considered the piece done “excel- 
lently,” but recommendation was 
|overruled in Paris. 


JIMMY PALMER TUSSLES [_ = 


WHIFFENPOOF 
SONG 


(Baal Baa! Baa!) 


Words ond Music by 
Minnigesode, Pomeroy and Galloway 
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MILLS REMINDERS ""™" 
GOOD ALL-TIMERS 


ONE MORNING 








Pittsburgh, May 13. IN Y 
Maestro Jimmy Palmer, who can 
closed a short date at the Vogue EMALINE 
Terrace here last week and is due ee 
back at Kennywood Park today TIM 
(Wednesday), had quite a _ tussle SEN ENTAL 
with the local American Federation GENTLEMAN 





of Musicians branch. 
local AFM’ers accused Palmer of! 
working under scale, because he} 
had brought in 13 musicians when | 
his contract called for 12. He was 
hauled up on charges and fined $100 
and restricted from playing the 
Pittsburgh area for one year. 

His case was appealed to the na- 
tional AFM office in New York 
which said that since Palmer is aw 
travelling band no punitive action 
should have been taken against him. 
that charges against him. should 
have been submitted to the na- 
tional. When it was proven that his 
salary more than covered scale for 
even the 13 men, the Pitt local came 
up with the idea that transporta- 
tion costs from Palmer's last date. 
Chester, Pa., which amounted to 
$96, hadn't been sufficiently covered 
by the Vogue salary. Palmer pointed 
out that the Pitt AFM’ers were add- 
ing the $96 to each week’s salary 
instead of amortizing over the four 
weeks he was here. 


It seems the 


FROM GEORGIA 





MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
1619 Breadway 


New York 19 
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ARRANGER 
WANTED 





Hollywood, May 13. 

Dennis Dey, tenor on Jack Benny’s 
radio program, setting up his 
‘own music publishing house. Firm 
| will headquarter in Hollywood and | 
| probably, for the present, will con- 
fine its activities to this area. No 
| Staff is set. l 

Outfit is te be called Patmar 
Music. 


Who Has Connections with 
Leading Publishing Houses 


Is 


4567 172nd Street 
Flushing. New York 


ataieeaaemnind 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

’ tel Played Week On Date 

Emil Be Coleman eee Waldorf (400; $2). + ¢ * eree+SOeesern 28 2,125 71,225 


Randy Brooks.... Pennsylvania (500; $1- MI aes. 8 1,375 8,425 
Chuck Foster*.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 18 1,000 25,250 
‘Lawrence Welk. "Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 6 1,350 8.350 
Louis Prima...... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 3 875 2,875 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)............ 25 850 24,950 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with John Sebastian, Raye & Naldi; 
Ice Revue at New Yorker. 





Chicago 


Herbie Fields ‘College Inn, Sherman House; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). Into 
second month with strong 4,800. 
} 





Jack Fina ‘Empire Room, Palmer; 650; $3.50 min.). Mild 3,600 this week. 

Stephen Hisley (Marine Room, Edge water Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). | 
Junior miss crowd swinging north and room jumped to 3,400. 

Den McGrane ‘(Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). Last week of | 
current revue and band fair 3,200. 

Ramon Ramos ‘(Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min.; 
cover). Phil Regan clipping steady 2,300. 





Los Angeles 





Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Fine 2,700 covers. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Very good 2,400 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Arnie Barnett ‘Copacabana; 570; $4 min.). New show with Tony Can- | 
zoneri, Mark Plant, Joey Adams, and Estelle Sloan bowed in Saturday 
(10). N.s.g. 3,400 for last week of Rudy Vallee, Jack Durant, et al. 

Don Davis (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.), Conventioneers equalled nifty 
5,500. 

Art Kassell (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 
hypoed to 16,000. 

Phil Levant (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). New policy poor at 2,700. 

Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). New revue with George 





Guy Lombardo one-nighter 


Met Opera Sells Out In 
Dallas; Texas City Benefit 


Dallas, May 13. 

Metropolitan Opera Assn.’s sixth 
Dallas season closed Sunday with a 
record of five houses sold out be- 
yond the normal 4,300 seating ca- 
pacity of the Fair Park Auditorium. 
“Lakme”, with Lily Pons, was seen 
by 4,429 persons. “Lohengrin” with 
Helen Traubel by 4,473, “Boris 
Godunov” with Ezio Pinza_ by 
4.357 and “La Boheme” with Tag- 
liavini and Sayoa by 4,553. 


operas was 17,812, gross receipts, in- 
cluding tax, were $110,738. 

Fifth performance was for the 
benefit of Texas City disaster vic- 


| 140 into the b.o. Net receipts after 


taxes were $9,274. 


"Lack of Quen Bars 
Hearing of Rare Case 


By 802, N.Y. Members 


Lack of a quorum at a general 
membership meéting of New York 
Local 802, of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, held at the Palm 
Gardens, N. Y., Monday (12), pre- 
vented discussion of the unprece- 





to the membership itself. It’s be- 


| lieved that never before has an 802 


trial board faced the possibility of 
having one of its rulings being re- 
versed by the will of the member- 
ship. 

Trial board had charged Grossman 
with issuing and participating in the 





M. Cohan, Jr. isn’t drawing; 2,900. 


Griff Williams (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Williams drew good 17,000. | 





(Los Angeles) 


distribution of a circular urging all 
802 members to boycott a Feb. 10 
a.m. membership meeting. He was 


fined $500 but collection was held in |} 





Alvino Rey (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 2d wk). 
admissions. 

Charlie Barnet and Jimmy Zite (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 1st wk). 
New policy of two orchestras and 10 vaude acts did a nifty 8,700 admis- 
sions first frame. 

Tony Paster (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 2d wk). Dipped below 10,000 
not good. 

—————— =—+ 

SAM FOX PRESENTS 

CAPTIVATING St SONGS be 


BRIGADOON 


NEW SMASH MUSICAL 


Nicely profitable 6,400 














CAPITOL’S NEW RED 
LABEL FOR FOLK DISKS 


Claremont, N. H., May 13. 
Capitol Records will tend distinc- 
tion to its folk artists with the in- 
troduction of a new “Red label” on 
June 9. Stated growing importance | 
of typical American music inspired | 
creation of new series to be known 


‘THE HEATHER 
ON THE HILL 


ALMOST LIKE 
BEING IN LOVE 


COME TO ME, lease. 


BEND TO ME Talent and tunes to be featured 
will be western, old time dances, 
“WAITIN' FOR MY DEARIE hillbilly and sepia stars. Releases 
are planned every two weeks on an 
alternating schedule with regular 
releases, and complete marketing 
and merchandising program will be 
instituted to assist dealers. First re- 
lease will be six-record album, 
“Songs of the Hills,” by Merle 
Travis. 


THERE BUT FOR YOU GO 1 


I'LL GO HOME 
WITH BONNIE JEAN 


DOWN ON i 
MacCONNACHY SQUARE 


FROM THIS DAY ON 
BRIGADOON 





Musso to Lead Sidemen 











as Capitol Americana, which will | 
sell at same price as standard re- | 


abeyance pending his future deport- 
ment. His purpose in distributing 
the leafiet, he pointed out, was de- 
signed to insure a quorum for mem- 
bership consideration of monopo- 


|listic practices in the catering field. 
’| They were to have been dealt with 


at a morning meet and Grossman 
felt that it would have been better 
for the union, to have the meet 
| scheduled later in the day when 
more members could attend. Hence 
his leaflet circulated over his sig- 
nature as ‘Secretary of the Commit- 
tee for Membership Activity. 


At a March 10 membership meet- | 


ing some 1,100 voters moved that 
| Gi -ossman be granted the right to| 
'appeal the trial board’s decision to | 
the full membership. In urgirtg them | 
|to exonerate him Grossman con- | 
itended that the fine hanging over 
him will have the effect of in- 
timidating, other 802 members who 
might wish te voice their opinion on 
union matters. 

Resolution outlawing monopolistic 
practices of caterers, hotels and cer- 
tain “housebands” was introduced 
and passed at the March 1 general 
membership meeting by Phil Ingalls. 
It sought to break up the “monop- 
oly” and restore the “fundamental 
union principle of fair competition 
among members.” 

However a group of members 
'which included Joe Moss, Leo 
Dreyer and Charles Reader appeared 
before the Local’s executive board 





As Kenton Recupes 


Stan Kenton’s name will be kept 
active to some extent while he con- 
valesces on the Coast and his band | 
is broken up. A group of musicians | 
from his band, led by Vido Musso, 
will open at the Sherman hotel, 


Chicago. May 30 under the tag, 
“Vido Musso and Stan Kenton’s All- 


| CAN'T GET 
Stars.” They'll work eight weeks, 
TQ Ki S Y U supplanting the current Herbie 
Fields. 


Beside Musso, the small combina- 
tion will include Kai Winding, trom- 
bone: Eddie Safranski, bass; Shelley 
Manne, drums (he'll join after open- | 
ing); Buddy Childers and Ray Wet- | 
zel, trumpets, Boots Massulli, sax. 
Kenton doesn't figure to reorganize 
his full band for another eight weeks 
or more. 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO. 
RCA bidg. * Radice City * New York 
EEE 











SANTLY-JOY . 


TOMMY VALANDO, Gen. Prop. Mgr. 
1619 Broadway e New York 




















LOUIS BERNSTEIN 


SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM N. E. Ballrooms Set 


Claremont, N. H. 





‘ton Beach, and Roseland Ballrooms 


Li a4 E here will operate this summer with 
* names and local bands. Johnny 
YO U | Bothwell orchestra teed off the Rose- 
| land season May 1 and Hea of Mon- 
'roe gets Casino going May 
Music by. ee Beach activities are expected to 
JIMMY McHUGH 


‘be better this vear, which puts the | 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN Casino in a more adantageous posi- 


tion. 











Both the Casino ballroom, Hamp- | 


March 2% and requested a stay since 
certain parts of the resolution “in- 
fringed on their rights to carry on 
business as good union members.” 
Board granted them the right to ap- 
| peal to the AFM. Some two weeks 
| | later a notice was displayed over the 
|signature of James C. Petrillo, AFM 
head, advising members that a stay 
| had been granted on one section of 
the resolution. He also stated that 
ithe entire resolution required fur- 
\ther study and the matter would be 
taken up with the International 
| Executive Board of the AFM to test 
| its constitutionality. 

General membership meeting of 
| Local 802 on Monday (12) was to 
| have elected an official committee to 


| defend the resolution on behalf of | 


| the union. However there’s small 
‘likelihood now that the measure will 
have much local support when it’s 


|considered by the AFM executive | 
| board, which meets in Detroit with- | 


iin a week or two. 

Lassitude of 802 members was 
ascribed as the chief reason why a 
quorum of 500 was not on hand 
‘Monday. Some 300 showed up. 
Next membership meeting is slated 
for June 23 but since many card- 
holders’ will 
quorum is not expected at that time 
teither. Observers feel that “l’affaire 


|Grossman” may well hold over until | 


the fall. 





| Beryl] Davis, British warbler who's 


\been in the U. S. for the past 10 
weeks, is planning to apply for 
preerte citizenship. 


Augur No Kayo to 


N.Y. Strand’s Sea’ Dual and C's Duel 


Bandshow Policies 





Rome Putting New Lyric 
To Leeds’ French Hit 





te ays | last year’s 
| tims. Some 4,660 persons paid $11,- | 


Lou Levy, of Leeds Music, has 


taken the western hemisphere rights | 


'to a tune called the 
Total attendance for the four | Song,” which has become a hit in 


“Accordeon 


Paris. Published by Selmer, French 
music house, the song is said to be 
approaching the sales proportions of 
“Symphony,” which orig- 
inated in France and became a U. S. 
hit later. 

Leeds has assigned Harold Rome 
to penning an English lvric to the 
novelty melody; it may not be called 
the “Accordeon Song” in this coun- 
try. Lawrence Wright firm, inci- 
dentally, has the British rights. 


BMI (Peer) Charges 
China Doll, N.Y., With 


Music Infringement | 








dented move of George Grossman in | 
appealing an 802 trial board decision | 


be on vacation, a'| 


Pressing its campaign to force cer- 
tain New York niteries to ink licens- 
ing agreements with it, BMI last 
week filed suit in Federal Court 
charging that the China Doll, Broad- 
way cafe, used copyrighted music of 
its member publishers without per- 
| missi on. An injunction and the stat- 
| utory $250 damages for each in- 
fringement are sought. 

Specifically the China Doll is al- 
leged to have illegally performed 
several tunes publicly for profit on 
|June 7, 1946. Songs are “Perfidia” 


| 
| 
} 
| 


and “Acapulco,” “Besame Mucho,” 
“Noche de Rondo,” “Amor” and 
“Destino” all copyrighted by Promo- 
tora Hispano Americana de Musica 
(another Peer outfit). 


ANNUAL BENEFITS OF 
PLUGGERS NET 216 


Annual benefit affairs of the Music 
Publishers Contact Employees, con- 
cluded Monday (12) evening with 
| the raffling of a new car, realized a 
net profit of over $21,000 for the 
| fund, administered under the title of 
| the Professional Music Men although 
run by the MPCE. Bob Miller, head 
| of the MPCE and custodian of the 
benefit coin, announced the biggest 
gross and net the annual benefit has 
ever achieved, the difference be- 
tween the gross and the net being 
eaten up by costs of buying out the 
house for a performance last week 
of “Finian’s Rainbow,” taxes, cost of 
the car prize, ete. 

Solly Cohn, music man with Hud- 
son Music, won the ear, which was 
raffled during a shindig at Nola Stu- 
dios. He drew a new Plymouth 
sedan. Above figures, incidentally, 
include the results of the Chicago 
affair, held several weeks age. 


Sinatra, Shore Head CYO 
Music Night at H’wd Bowl 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Frank Sinatra, Dinah Shore, Phil 
Silvers, Danny Thomas, Pied Pipers 
and Page Cavanaugh Trio set for 
Catholic Youth Organization’s “A 
Night of Music” at Hollywood Bowl 
May 23. 

LeRoy Prinz will handle stage di- 
recting and David Rose will direct 
the music. 

















and “Tres Palabras” owned by Peer, | 





+ Scaretalk concerning the possi- 
| bility that the Broadway Strand and 
| Capitol might bury their stage show 
| policies in the near future has been 
| definitely denied by theatre operat- 
jing execs. Rumor originally arose 
following announcement by Warner 
Bros. that its Strand was dropping 
live talent for two weeks beginning 
May 23, during revival of “The Sea 
Hawk” and “The Sea Wolf.” and the 
Capitol’s suspension of stage shows 
for current “Duel in the Sun.” 

Managers of both houses allay 
vaude booker fears by pointing to 
fact that the screen programs are in 
the “unusual” category and provide 
no basis for an experimental test for 
dropping stage presentations. Even 
|if grosses are exceptionally high 
| during the run of these films, noth- 
ling will be proved about the box- 
office fate of a more typical screen 
| attraction ‘without a stage show 
boost. General opinion among 
Broadway house managers holds 
| that the competitive situation is so 
tight, and growing tigher, that no 
single house can .afford the risk of 
|dropping stage shows and losing a 
regular clientele built up over the 
past years. 

Chief headache before the theatre 
bookers is the lack of sufficient 
top name bands to go around. Some 
|houses have been booking bands 
| twice during the.same year, with the 
resultant lack of novelty not proving 
too healthy for business. House 
managers are also pondering ques- 
tion of how they can bring admission 
|prices down to more reasonable 
; levels with the cost of a flesh talent 
| program still hovering around the 


| 





| $10,000 weekly mark. 


Furthermore, name bands aren't 
drawing the bobbysox trade as dur- 
| ing the war years, but despite these 
| negative factors managers declare 
| that only a radical turn in business 
conditions would force them to con- 
sider a switch away from live pres- 
entations, 








Louis Comite joined Edward B. 
Marks’ revised professional staff in 
New York last week as assistant to 
general prof. manager Harold Lee. 














by McFARLAND 


New York's most modern 
studio is now available to 
you! The latest in photo- 
graphic equipment .. . in- 
cluding the new stroboscopic 
lights that. stop action aot 
1/5000th of a second! Spo- 
cious studio...large stage... 
unusual props and settings. 
Write, Wire or Phone for en 
Appointment TODAY! 


McFARLAND 
STUDIO OF CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY 
EDDIE RAY, Studio Director 
846 7th Ave., Mew York » Cl 6-9018 























and The Sultry 















Pectured in United Artists Release 
"NEW ORLEANS” 


||| LOUIS ARMSTRONG 


and His Victor Recording Orchestra 


| BILLIE HOLIDAY 


fy Decca Star 


Both Currently at Earle Theatre, Phila. 


Side of the Beat 











SIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


5 Fif ¢ ew York 22 


54 W. Randolph St. 
Chicaaqo 
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No Takers for Vanity Fair, N.Y., Until 


Financial Status Is Unsnarled 


A petition of reorganization under * 


‘TOP AGCYS. ANGLE 
PIX; AADIO NAMES 








} 

Ghapter 11 of the bankruptcy laws is S a ‘ | Talent agencies are for mulating | 
expected to be filed within two | Sally Rand Scholarship |plans to have major stars tour 
weeks for the Vanity Fair, N Y., | ad Tribute to ‘Red Grange arenas and auditoriums on a cor 
which shuttered two weeks ago. Un- | Cc} M 13. |Porate tax setup which will result 
til such is filed, creditors think it} _ hicago, | ay *’- lin larger income slices for all con- | 
improbable that any new manage-| Sally Rand, who got her big start | cerned. Under contemplated plans, 
ment will take over. lat the Chi World Fair in 1933 via separate corporations are to be 

A corporation headed by three | her fan and bubble dances, has es- ‘formed in which an attraction will 


tablished a $1,000 scholarship at the | 


head a show along circus and/or 
| University of Illinois in honst of | concert formats to play one-night 
| Harold ‘ ‘Red” Grange, ex-All Ameri- | 


, land longer stands. It’s estimated 
|can Football great. She’s currently | that a week at this kind of touring 
| appearing in Decatur, I. 


| Grange’s comment when notified 
'of the scholarship was, “If Sally's | 


individuals has been mentioned at | 
creditor meetings as ready to buy 
the spot, but identities were not di- 
vulged. Nat Harris at one time was 
mentioned as being in on the ven- 
ture, but that’s not definite. 


: to a star. 
One of the major problems of the 


Vanity Fair is the $55,000 mortgage | fans can help fan somebody through lg pone a hm, ages ah agar Prot 
held on the spot by Abe Ellis. Cred- |a four-year education, I think that’s | bl ya bl Seg in " ble to re- 
itors are currently stymied until | great.” jably and player wil) be able ' 7 
Ellis makes it known how he wants ——_— | alize " greater eS ens ee 
his interest disposed of. | than he will from a consecutive toul 
Tax problem, according to cred- YANQUI ICER DOES | of veude nowees t t th kind of 
itors, is believed to be minor and | Agencies point ou +P ag 


gonstitutes no setback to final dis- money 


position of the spot. | 
| 


HEFTY BIZ-IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, May 18. 
“Holiday on Ice,” at the Nacional 
stadium, drew nearly 250,000 at scale 
of from three to 12 pesos. Stadium 
|usually seats about 15,000 but capac- | 


May 21, 
of a few major cities. At that 
Benny, getting $40,000 guarantee 
plus overages beyond $135,000 gross, 
will wind up with considerably less | 


Auditing of the spot is still in- | 
eomplete and creditors are expected 
to get a good picture by the end of | 
the week. Unsecured creditors have 
formed a committee and will press 


izati - | after cé is id off and taxes de- 
for reorganization shortly. _Under ity was enlarged by boxes built on sir Fg Ad 20 ao cates 
ayy pte be; Moy game | the fleld. > tainetie beoksdl for setup on a one-nighter tour, takes 

Joe Howard, Vanity Fair’s opera- Mayo Me - 1 rhnggpee y age ope °F | can be considerably higher. 
tor, whose illness caused the closing, Rew Gaye, Dut was able to a @| Spike Jones has already formed a 
is reported improved, but is still un- | week . date in Texas to extend run | touring setup known as Arent Stars, 
able to attend to details. Ray Pearce, | to 19 days. | os , Mexi |Inc., under which he’s expected to 
his brother-in-law, is trying to clear | Holiday” starts another Mexican | make the rounds. 
° . date today (14) at the stadium in | 


William Morris Agency, several | 
Monterrey for four days before re- | months ago, had been studying the | 
| turning: to the U. S. where it plays fsituation, but has announced no 
Denver’ starting May 21 . 3...» |Plans for large touring companies. 
George D. Tyson, “Holiday's The kind of money that can be 
Pico ad is starting work on next | made on arena, auditorium and ball- 
y | season's production which will be | park tours has already been evi- 
}costumed by Billy Livingston with | genced during the .Bob Hope tour 
choreography by Marie and Kitty | o¢ 31 stands two years ago. 
| Doner. | Promotional organizations con- 
| templated would be in a position to 
make considerable coin especially 
|since it ean do its own promotion. 
/ It’s pointed out that some municipal 
collected a week's salary due from | auditoriums seating $9,000 can be 
the Mocombo, Philadelphia, on a /}rented for as little as $250 per diem. 
recent engagement when paid off | With no promoter slice, it’s estimated 
with a bouncing check, that all beyond 25% initial expenses 
American Guild of Variety Artists | would go to the show. Usual cut 
stepped in and collected amount due. | with promoters involved is on a 
Club operator claimed switching of | 60-40 basis, of which the show top- 
banks caused the mixup. |pers still have to pay performers. 


SS 


up the situation. 


Park Chapman Books Fiske, 
To Teeoff Name Act Polic 


Hollywood, May 13. | 
In face of generally dathening | 
nitery biz hereabouts, first spot in 
more than a year to start name-act 
ficorshow policy will be Zephyr 
Room of Park Chapman hotel, which 
has booked Dwight Fiske and two 
ether turns for four weeks, start- 
ing May 21. Site is seeking other | 
acts of class calibre to follow. 
Zephyr for years has operated as 
merely a cocktailery, occasionally 
using a piano-pounder, and selling it- 
self on swank atmosphere, not en- 
tertainment. 











King Collects Claim 


Alan King, nitery comic-emcee, 
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Currently Appearing 


VILLAGE BARN 


NEW YORK 
SONORA RECORDS ® SLATE RECORDS 





tt > OE OE 


FREDERICK BROS. AGENCY 


NEW YORK CHICAGO e 





HOLLYWOOD 
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|may bring in as much as $50,000 net 


shelled out to Jack Benny | 
when he opens at the Roxy theatre, | 
is available only in gr ert 


MULL ARENA TOURS TO EASE TAX 











\Taylor Moving Into N.Y. 





of Music Corp of America, will 
transfer to N.Y. June 1, to work in 
the theatre dept Move is in line 


with the MCA policy of bringing in 
out of towners in order to give the 
N.Y. 
of conditions throughout the coun- 
try. 
Others 


who have come into the 


Gotham layout recently are Eddie 
| Elkort, who came in from Chicago 
to work in the cafe dept., and Hal 
Hackett, of the radio sector, who 
transferred from Beverly Hills 
Larry Barnet, MCA veepee, also 
| shifted from the Coast, but this 


|came about to lift some of the bur- 
| den of running the N.Y. agency from 
Sonny Werblin. 


'RINGLING CIRCUS SOCKO | 
$1,500,000 B.0. IN N.Y. 


Record crowds at the Ringling, 
|Barnum & Bailey circus attended 
|the final two weeks of the Big Top 
j}and although the engagement was 
|11 performances less than last year, 
it is believed that last year’s total 
'gross of more than $1,500,000 in New 
York was approached. Even the 
|final performance, Sunday (11) 
night, when attendance was always 
|middling heretofore, capacity was 
;recorded and during week at the 
Garden it was claimed that all tick- 
}ets had been disposed off. 

Ads in the dailies were 
to the minimum, none at all being 
'in the dailies for the final days, 
while spot radio plugs were elimi- 
nated even earlier. Not a few pos- 
sessors of press and litho passes 
failed to be accommodated and the 
boxoffice stated that there was no 
room even on the top shelf for those 
to whom “courtesies” had been ex- 
tended, 


Mile. Boyer’s Husband, 








reduced 





Jacques Pils (ex-& Tabet) makes 
his New York nitery debut at the 
Persian Room of the Hotel Plaza, 
N. Y., May 28, for a month. He’s 
the husband of Lucienne Boyer, cur- 
rently at Cafe Society Uptown. His 
former partner, Georges Tabet, with 
whom he split in °38, is currently 
playing the varieties in Paris. Ar- 
thur Lesser, who manages Miss 
Boyer (and also Maurice Chevalier), 
is also handling Pils. 

Miss Boyer, meantime, is an un- 
usual draw at Cafe Society, where 
she closes a four-month stay June 
28, returning Sept. 8 until Decem- 
ber, and thence to Miami Beach, 
probably at the Copacabana. In be- 
tween Miss Boyer opens July 4 at 
the Park Plaza, St. Louis, at $3,000, 
thence the Hotel Palace, San Fran- 


cisco, Aug. 8, prior to her N. Y. re- 
opening. 





Jimmy Savo is slated to open at 
the Persian room of the Plaza hotel, 
mm a» Aue, Fi. 

Comic, who recently suffered the 
loss of a leg as the aftermath of an 
illness, is slatea to remain at that 
spot for six or eight wecks. 


Theatre Dept. of MCA | 


Frank Taylor, of the Detroit office Ly 


personnel a wider background | 


ks and the Fred 
} 


Pils, in N.Y. Cafe Bow | BE 


‘Unionization Move Vs, Arthur Murray 
Spotlights Dance-in-a-Hurry’ Biz 


+ Election by the N. Y. State Labor 


Relations Board yesterday (Tues,) 
to decide whether dance teachers at 
the Arthur Murray studios would be 
| represented by the United Office & 

Professional Workers 


ol A 
(CIO) or by a company suien Un 
| thur Murray Dance Teachers Guild) 
| spotlights some unusual activities on 
| the fringe ef show business (CIO 
union won the election 205 to 149). 
Activity marks the first time in 


| history that dance teachers. working 
as employees, have organized, 
(There are dance teachers associa. 


tions, which is something else), Re. 
sults of the election, and adjustment 
| of demands of the teachers, may go 
a long way to prove the ontention 
of some experts that dance teaching, 
as a big busine: j actical 
and on the wane. Results will have 


large bearing on the future of the 
two big dance schools—Arthur Mur- 
Astaire School of 
the Dance 

Above- named are the only two big 
schools; practically all dance teach. 
ers are small businessmen, working 
re individuals. The personal element, 
the direct contact between teacher 
and student even if only in an ad. 
visory capacity, has been prime fac- 
tor in the setup. A teacher would 
open a school, take on an assistant 
or two as needed, but the owner 
was always on the premises to set 
the tradition and style of the school. 
(Typical example Mrs. Evelyn 
Hubbell, of Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y, 


is 


dance teacher to society, three gen- 
erations have been taking lessons 
ffom her). Relations are always 
personal; school head is always 


there to instruct or supervise. 
Murray, whose business national- 
ly @s estimated at over $1,000,000 a 
year, was first to approach teaching 
of ballroom dancing as an imper- 
sonal biz proposition. Making it big 
business, he brought into the pic- 
ture concomitant circumstances, 
such as labor relations, etc. Teach- 
ers on his staff disappeared as small 
businessmen into the employee class. 
It’s significant, according to experts, 
that in all the years Murray has 
been teaching, and teachers have 


(Continued on page 48) 


ALERS' ARRANGE NOW FOR 


FIRE WORKS 


FOR THE HOLIDAY TRADE! 


/ 


/ 





We are distributors for every 1 
kind of fireworks; catering to 
jabbers and retail outlets. 
WHOLESALE ONLY. 


ACME SALES CO.., Ine. 


—, Dept. V—Box 63—Station pn} 
Atlanta, Ga. 


—$—$—$—$—— 
Week of May 14th 


HAL HAVILAND 


in 


"Capers With Papers” 


Olympia Theatre—Miomi, 
Via: JACK FAUER 





— 





Jimmy Savo Set for 4 Wks. 
At Plaza, N.Y., Aug. 27 








ed 











) Lois LEE 


“AMERICA'S SINGING BEAUTY" 
Two Weeks Beginning May 14 
EL RANCHO VEGAS 

LAS VEGAS, NEV. 
Rep: Low Irwin, 9134 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 




















Opening May 15 (for 2 Weeks) 
_ ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
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Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenve, New Yorg 
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NY. Cafe Men Eye Mot. Pacts to Assure 


Reservoir of Names for Their Niteries 





Cafe operators are now eyeing? 


the personal management field. Op- 
erators feel that a long run in a 
successful spot is conducive to the 
start of a nitery career and too 
many stars they've launched have 
gotten away from them. Once acts 
hit the bigtime coin they consider 
themselves too important to return 
to the spot which gave them their 
pig chance. 

Latest boniface to join such ranks 
is Herbert Jacoby, who in conjunc- 
tion with Max Gordon operates the 
Blue Angel, N. Y. Jacoby has signed 
his first p.m. contract with Alice 
Pearce, comedienne current at his 
spot. 

Other cafe ops having performers 
under contract are Monte Proser, of 
the Copacabana, N. Y., who recently 
signed Bill Shirley, singer, and Bar- 
ney Josephson, of Cafe Society Up- 
town and Downtown, N. Y., who 
handles Hazel Scott. Josephson at 
one time had a considerable num- 
ber of personalities under contract 
including Zero Mostel and others 
whose careers he helped launch. 
Since then he’s released most of 
them. Dario, of La Martinique, 
N. Y., once signed Leo Fuchs to a 
management pact, but since the 
Yiddish comic who worked Dario’s 
boite under the name of Leon Vic- 
tor, didn’t pan out, contract was 
mutually abrogated. 

Purpose behind going into per- 
sonal management is mainly to re- 
tain control of the acts. After an 
act’s click, performer frequently 
starts playing opposition spots, and 
since headliners are too few to be 
relinquished, bonifaces. would like 
control of bookings. Monetary. an- 
gle, it’s claimed, is secondary. 

A list of top talent coming out of 
cafes in recent times provides a good 
indication of why bonifaces seek to 
enter the management field. Jacoby 
helped bring to the fore Evelyn 
Knight and Irwin Corey. Josephson 
gets major credit for development 
of Miss Scott, Lena Horne, Kenneth 
Spencer, Susan Reed, Mostel, Josh 





White and others, while Danny 
Kaye, Danny Thomas and Dick 
Playmes catapulted into bigtime 


from La Martinique. 


Von Zell Now for Vaude 


Harry Von Zell, announcer-co- 
median on the Eddie Cantor air 
show, is slated for a vaude tour 
when stanza goes off the air. 

He'll be submitted by the William 
Morris agency at $2,500 weekly. 








“HELENE and HOWARD 


*“Cemedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently 


STRAND, NEW YORK 
HELD OVER 3RD WEEK 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 











THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


Currently Featured at the 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


Direction: M.C.A. 


Ted Lewis’ Birthday Party 
While on N.Y. Strand Date 


Ted Lewis will hold open house 
backstage at the Strand theatre, 
N. Y., on June 6, when he opens 
there, in celebration of his 55th 
birthday. Shindig will start at 
10 a.m. and continue until following 
morning. 

Lewis played his first date at the 
Strand in 1927. 

Among those 
Lewis during his Strand 
party will be Sophie Tucker, and 
many other celebs whom he has met 
during his 35 years in show biz. 


4h’s to OK AGVA 
Conv. Next Week 


Date of forthcoming convention of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
is figured to be okayed and defi- 
nitely set by parent union, Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America, 
at a special meeting on May 23. 

Matt Shelvey, national head of 





Four A’s last week to discuss matter 
but after confab it was decided that 
AGVA submit individual copies of 
its proposed eonstitution, by-laws 
and modus operandi for the conven- 


tors Guild, American Federation of 
Radio Artists) who comprise na- 
tional board of the Four A’s for 
perusal prior to the meeting. 

AGVA is preparing such copies 
and will deliver them 
When okayed AGVA will then name 
convention city and ready plans to 
hold it latter part of next month. 


Walters Blasts TA 
Okay of Free Talent 





Lou Walters, operator of the Latin 


his beef against benefits which take 
business away from niteries, with a 
letter to Paul Dulzell, head of As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America, challenging Theatre Au- 
thority’s sanction of free entertain- 
ment for a testimonial dinner to a 
wealthy manufacturer. 

Dinner. in question is being 
tendered Irving Geist, who recently 
donated a swimming pool to the 
Halloran hospital, Staten Island, and 


charities. 

Walters feels that inasmuch as 
audience will consist of those who 
can afford to pay high price for the 
dinner, they can afford to pay for 
entertainment. He states those in 
charge of the affair are paying 
above scale for first class musicians, 
also stagehands. 

Walters also pointed out that dur- 
ing the war, Theatre Authority re- 
fused to sanction free entertainment 
in Army camps where admissions 
were charged, then “How can they 
(TA) justify themselves by sanc- 
tioning affairs where admission price 
is $12 or $25 and where the audience 
consists of wealthy merchants who 
can easily afford to pay for every- 
thing they get?” 

Alan Corelli, TA executive sec- 
retary, declared he will reply to 
Walters’ charges later in the week. 





Lari Worth & Nana Dissolve 


are dissolving vaude partnership 
after five years. 


likely both will resume activities 











later with new partners. 





lovely Lady 
of Seng 


JANE Bs 


JOHNSON 








New York Rep.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


Bach te Boogie 
Marimbist 


GEORGE 


GUEST 


Chicago Rep.: PHIL TYRRELL 








slated to call on| 
theatre | 


AGVA, and Dave Fox, his chief aide, | 
met with international board of the | 


tion to reps of other talent unions | 
(Equity, Chorus Equity, Screen Ac- | 


this week. | 


Quarter, N. Y., last week continued | 


who has. been active in numerous || 


Lari Worth and Nana, terp team, | 


Future plans are indefinite but it’s | 


Healy & Kane Acting Out 
Til Own Bistro’s Ready 


Helen Kan nd Dan- 
Healy, comedian-emcee, have been 
set to topline new show at Club La 





row night (15). Team is in for two 


weeks with option for two additional 
| weeks, set by Billy Jackson. 


Upon completion of Pitt engage- 
nent couple will return to New York 
| to set new revue which they’ll head 
jas opener for Healy’s Seaside Inn, 
| Rockaway Park, L. I., due to preem 
j}around June 15. Jackson and Tom- 
imy Wardell, currently at the 
| Metropole, N. Y., are partnered with 
| Healy in the bistro deal. 





Marba, Pittsburgh, opening tomor- 


Chi Copa Near Foldo, Owes Vallee 156; 
| Waiters Lend Op 106 to Carry On 


Chicago, May 13. 

Snarled finances of Sam Rinella’s| Thursday night with Joey Adama, 
Copacabana nitery came to a head|Alan Carney and Tony Canzoneri. 
last Thursday (8) with the filing of Unique development in the next few 
involuntary bankruptcy petitions by |hou~s was the waiters and bar- 
creditors who claimed that bills in| tenders in the nitery raising $10,000 





excess of $20,000 had not been: paid,|0m a lend-lease basis in order to 

and on the same day Rudy Vallee | allow the bistro to stay open. 

filed a claim with American Guild| New show finally opened Satur- 

of Variety Artists for $15.000 claim- | day night, but due to adverse pub- 

ing salary checks for $7,500 had’ licity that had hit front pages of all 

bounced. | local papers, spot has had a tough 
Jack Irving, head of AGVA here,! (Continued on page 48) 
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SI Time In Years 
The CAPITOL Theatre 


Has HELD OVER An Act! 


Motun [yf ves Tat verte TH 
THE TUNESMEN 
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OTHE TUNESMEN 


TOPS IN ENTERTAINMENT 


CAPITOL THEATRE 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Weeks of May & . 
AND MAY 15 


ANTHONY PHILLIPS—WILL WEBER 
48 WEST 48TH ST., NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


ae ee 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


All This and Show- 
Stopping Comedy, Too! 





Headed for the TOP 


An Acknowledgment With 
Thanks to 


GENE FORD 
SIDNEY PIERMONT 
and EDDIE LEONARD 


Booked Exclusively by 
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pulled new show scheduled to open * 
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Paris Luring More U.S. Acts Now That 
Stance on Money Outgo Has Eased 


Paris, May 13. 
American acts are again finding 
their way into Paris. 


+ 


| 


Permission | 


can now be obtained easily for them | 
to remit 50% of their salary home | 


in dollars, but above 50% the Ex- 


change Control is raising difficulties. | 


Instance is that of Laurel and 
Hardy, insisting on permission to 
remit $8,000 out of the weekly 10G 
they are to get if they play Paris. 
No decision reached yet. 


Felix Marouani, who reps Cliff 


| 


Fischer here and arranged the sale | 


by him 
Ciub des Cinq groups, is importing 
Harrison and Fisher, at $800 weekly; 
Irma Villa and partner, at $1,100 


of the Ambassadors to the | 


per, and Bernard Bros. (3) at $1,000 | 


per, all at Pierre Guerin’s Lido. At 
the Ambassadors he has booked 
Fred and Sally Arnel (Australian 


couple who played U. S.) and Nelly 
Hi'!. colored singer. 

The Club des Cinq management 
hasn't been able to make a go of the 
Ambassadors any more than Fischer. 
They are now calling in Robert, 
maitre @’ of restaurant Lou Cas- 
telet, to take charge of the catering 
arrangements. Latter is going to 
make it an outdoor place, and ‘is al- 


ready issuing invitations for the | 
opening. 
Benny Fields. on a last minute 


booking, epened at the Town Casino, 
Buffalo, Monday (12). 
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COMEDY 
PATTER 


For Ali Branches of 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES” 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(How to Be an Emcee) 
$3.90 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St.. New York 19, N.Y. 


Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, mest comprehensive io 
Showbiz! 














*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 

* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 











LEONARD GREEN AGENCY, 
139 E. S7th St., N.Y. C. 





PL. 9-7470 





business 











Copa’s 
|signing pact. 











N.Y. FAIRS, EXPOS, USE 
ACTS TO HYPO TAKE 


Gloria 
signed, with others to follow. 


it at his own theatre—the Saville— 
but the moderate success of “1066 | 





Metropolitan fairs and exhibits are 
finding it profitable to use show- 


U.S. Acts for London: 


London, May 13. 
A vaude show with American 
acts is slated to open at the Casino 
theatre June 9 under aegis of Ber- 
nard Pelfont. 
Chico Marx, 
Jean 


Peggy Ryan and 


have already 





} 
His original intention was to stage | 


‘and All that” at his house caused | 
| him to look around for another spot. 
headliners to snare biz, | Hence the leasing of the Casino, | 


Nearly all shows are now utilizing | formerly the London Casino, which 


theatre talents one way or another. 


International Travel exposition 
which wound up Saturday (10) at 
the Grand Central Palace, N. Y., 
was a consistent user of talent dur- 


ing its run. Among the acts used 
were Hal Horton, cowboy singer; 
Juan De Leon, and Maria Theresa 
Acuna, Spanish. dance team; Smith 
Kids, calypsos, and Janine Casiez, 


French soprano. 

Fashion Fair, opening at the) 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., June 
12, is similarly using showbusiness | 
techniques with production and de-| 
signs by Leon Leonidoff, Radio City | 
Music Hall, N. Y., producer, and 
Raoul Pene DuBois, scenic designer, 
respectively. Tex McCrary, of the! 
“Hi Jinx” air show is chairmanning 
the event. 


Even Greenwich Village crafts- 


in 
tractions. 


| Vaude 


| yesteryear 
| alive and clicking. 


in on percentage. 


Delfont expects to go to America 
July to look round for top at- 


May Be Reposing 
But Former Faves Are — 
Clicking at Metropole, N.Y. 


Vaude may be dead as far as the 
N. Y. Palace is concerned, but a 
block north of the erstwhile vaude 
actors’ “heaven” at Ben, Harriman’s | 
Metropole Cafe a dozen or more of 
faves are very 


Their nostalgic 


men holding a fair, starting June 9,| tunes with an .occasional current | 


are using showbusiness methods to | 


build up attendance. 


7 
| Chi Copa 
__ Continued from page 47 
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Cement 


time getting going again. Rated as 
one of the most beautiful spots west 
of New York, the Copa is estimated 
to have cost $400,000, which accounts 
to a large degree for Rinella’s pres- 
ent financial predicament. 


When former show, headed by 
Vallee, closed without payoff, Matt 
Shelvey, national head of AGVA, 
wired Irving $4,200 from _ bond 
money posted by Rinella. This was 
sufficient to pay everybody except 
Vallee. Latter was a subsequent 


| booking into the spot after depar- 


ture of Jack Durant. According to 
Shelvey. Vallee had not apprised 
AGVA of his deal with Rinella nor 
did he inquire of the union as to 
financial stability before 
After he opened a 
rep of AGVA's Chi branch asked 
Vallee about his neglect to contact 
union. Latter is reported as having 
said it was necessary as deal was 
between him and Rinella. However, 
when the proverbial ghost failed to 
strut on his last two weeks there, 
Vallee took his woes to the union. 

In wiring dough Shelvey instructed 
Irving not to allow subsequent show, 
headed by Joey Adams, Tony Can- 
zoneri and Alan Carney, to open 
until Rinella posted new cash se- 
curity to cover that show. This was 
eventually done and spot was al- 
lowed to reopen after Rinella posted 
$4,000. 

As to Vallee’s $15,000 claim, 
Rinella has forwarded AGVA $2,5€0 
on account and has agreed to pay 
off remainder at $875 weekly. If he 
defaults union will pull shows and 
declare spot unfair. 


BOOKING. 
AGENCY 


GENERAL 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


°? 
* 


' 
| retains its potency as N. Y.’s great- | 
| est free show in that you can view it 

| from 
| speakers. 








hit 
from 


parader thrown 


in, purveyed | 
portable stage 


atop the bar, | 


it via loud 
It’s a sock ballyhoo. 

History of the spot is unique in 
that what Harriman intended as an 
altruistic experiment of creating em- 
ployment for yesteryear talent has 
paid off handsomely. Billy Jack- 
son vet agent who books the shows, | 
tells performer applicants: “This is} 
not a job, it’s a career.” And so} 
it’s been for most of the current 
lineup. 

Helen McArdle, songstress billed 
as “The Strawberry Blonde” and | 
played the Palace more times than 
she likes to remember, is in her fourth | 
year at spot. Same goes four Tommy | 
and Jean Wardell and most of the 
others. Of course they’ve changed 
acts and songs plenty in interim. 

Show is divided into four units, 
with trio of performers comprising 
each and alternating in half-hour | 
stints from opening to closing. Each 


street and hear 


includes a pianist-accompanist, all | 
hep to yesteryear and current | 
chanties. More often than not cus- 


tomers, upon invitation, join in sing- | 
ing the oldies in saengerbund fash- | 
ion. This informal, homey touch has 
done much to establish the spot. | 


At show caught Miss McArdle | 
teed off proceedings with a roun- 
delay of Irish numbers and gay ’90’s 
songs for solid reception, giving way 
to Pat Murphy, personable bary for 
“Shantytown” and other reminiscent 
melodies, with expert keyboarding 
by Willie Sticks. Miss McArdle was 
recently cited in Ripley’s “Believe 
It Or Not” strip as having memo- 
rized more than 500 songs. 


Followup unit has Ethel Riley, 
who did a single for years as the 
“Melody Girl,” ably aided by Carl 
Byle (& Early), who maintains 
warm, dignified appearance and 
whose tenoring has lost little of its 
lustre. Miss Riley has a sort of 
Sophietuckerish delivery which she 

uts to good use in “Some of These 

ays” and other numbers. Byle 
warbles sentimental ballads adeptly, 
with Joe Geisler, formerly of the 
Rathskellar Trio, handling accomps 
niftily and occasionally chiming in | 
on the chanties. 

Al (Stretch) Bennett sparks the | 
next trio, with his songs and comedy 
clicking. He’s far removed from old- 
timer stamp, is expert on timing his 
gags and can stack up with most of 
them on ad libs and throwaways. Os- 
car Strange pianos neatly for thi: 
one and Ann Crews, pinchhitting for 
June Roberts, does nicely on the 
other vocals. 

Tommy & Jean Wardell click in a 
mixture of songs and foolery that | 
takes audience back to the Tony 
Pastor's era and right back to Palace | 
days. Frank Ross, songwriter, who | 
had been with Ted Lewis and other 
greats for many years, provides good 
assist to make trio outstanding. 

On overall it’s a Gay '90’s revue 
with plenty vitamins. Edba. 


J 





Perry Como Airshow 
For N. Y. Paramount 


Entire Chesterfield radio show may 
be set into the Paramount theatre. 
N. Y., starting June 11, when Perry 
Como headlines. Lloyd Schaefer's 
band which accompanies singer on 
the airshow has been signed by the 
theatre, and possibility is that the 
Satisfiers show's vocal vroup will | 
go on the same show. 

General Artists Cuorp., handling 
Como, is planning to tour unit in| 
vauders after Paramount run. \ 


Cop's Suicide After Fatal Shooting 0f 


‘Bookie Clamps Lid Tighter in AC 





MIAMI COUNCIL SEEN 


OKAYING 5 A.M. CLOSINGS 


Miami, May 13. 
Attempts by’Florida Supper Club 
Assn. to obtain later closing hours 


for mainland spots to allow fair | 

used to stage the Clifford Fischer | competition with Beach bistros re- 
revues. sulted in passing on first “reading” | 
Theatre is now owned by Tom | of the new ordnance by Miami City 
Arnold and Emile Littler, who are | Commission, despite letter of pro- 


test filed by ministerial association. 

Local law requires two “readings” 
before edict becomes official and 
second okay appears in the bag. 


| Passage will allow eafes to remain 


open till five am. Heretofore they 
had to close at three, with several 
spois running into trouble when they 
remained opened later last season. 

Expected that new law. will 
prompt several new operations for 
next season. 














Unionization 





| thousands 


| into 
| advantages. 


| elaborate Park ave. 





Continued from page 46 


much | ° 


been looking to him for ideas (the 
couples’ two-for-one idea; 
that adults, even middle-agers could 
brush up on dancing as. well 


kids), no one has seen fit to follow | 


him. in similar biz setup 
they didn’t want to adopt employee 
status). Recent labor demonstra- 
tions at Murray's, they say, substan- 
tiate this. 

Interesting to note, too, that where 
of independent teachers 
io make a living without 
methods, Murray has run 
labor trouble, despite all his 
He's credited with ex- 
ploiting every angle a smart busi- 
nessman could use—extensive adver- 
tising; unusual publicity; mentions 
in columns; references on stage, in 
clubs, in skits; even song written 


manage 
big biz 


| about him. 


The Astaire school, with only an 
(N. Y.) studio 
opened thus far, 
advance publicity and promotion, has 
yet to really catch on. Enrollment 
is reported far below expectations, 
with some people expecting Astaire 
always would be present, even if not 
to teach. 

Activity at Murray’s hasn't been 
a strike but a demonstration by 
teachers, during leisure hours, to get 
management to agree to an election. 
Teachers are paid only when they 
teach. They claim they come in at 
2, may work till 10, and have to sit 
around when idle, unpaid. Claim 
some weeks they earn as low as 
$30-35 for average $3,000 a year, 
with no guarantee. 

Murray has three studios in New 
York. Out-of-town studios are 
franchises, frequently husband-wife 
teams paying Murray a royalty. 
Murray has about 100 employees in 
N. Y. Belief is that recognition of 
UOPWA union and granting of full 
wage demands will materially af- 
fect the N. Y. business, possibly to 
extent of closing one or two of the 
studios. 





Walter O'Keefe into the Cairo, 
Washington, May 19. 


the idea | 


(because | 


and with terrific | 


Atlantic City, May 13. 
As a result of a murder and suicide 
involving a police detective and the 
operator of a bookie and number 
place the “heat” immediately went 
on all resort gambling spots and it 
is now a certainty lid w 


ill remain 
clamped tightly 


on resort thig 





summer. 


Detective Ferd D. Moore. formerly 
| of the vice squad and since his dis- 
| charge from Navy attached to the 
| Mayor's office, went to the st 
Leon Wiener, alleged as operator 
gaming spots, shot Wiener four 
times and then took his own life by 
firing a bullet from his service re- 
volver through his head. 


ore of 


| Although local police had repeat- 
| edly assured Supreme Court Justice 
| Howard Eastwood that the lid was 
on gambling, investigators from 
| Prosecutor's office found in Wiéner’s 
|store a cigar box containing about 
$5,000 and numerous race and num- 
ber slips. Newspapers at once started 
to ask for a motive for the shooting, 
and Justice Eastwood. in visit 
here Friday (9), issued a warning 
that a grand jury probe of the police 
department will be made if he finds 


a 


as | 


any collusion between cops and 
| gamblers. 

The Justice is due to charge a 
;new grand jury today and has im- 


plied that he will submit matter to 
| it. 
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Currently 
STRAND 
THEATRE 


wew YORK 
(Three Weeks) 


Management 
IRVING ROMM 
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Booked by 
HARRY A. ROMM 


Now York Nt 


38 E. 57th $! 








Over 200 New Ones te Cheose From. 
Pr and Standard Tunes. 
1947 Lists Sent en Request. 
MANNY GORDON 
819 West North Avenue 
Milwaukee 6, Whee. 














WANTED EXPERIENCED 
TAP TEACHER 


Male or Female, for Adults, Children, 


Begianers, Advanced. Salary or Com. 


State age and Qualifications. 
BUD MURRAY STUDIOS 


122% 8S. Vermont Ave. 
los Angeles 4, (al. 














HARRY 


Thanks to SIDNEY PIERMONT 





INCOMPARABLE 


(The Real Upside Down and Backwards) 





A REAL HEADLINER FOR ANY THEATRE 


KAHNE 


Opening 
June 19 
Loew's State 
Mew York 


Consensus of Opin- 
ion: in bis return to 
vaudeville proves 
he is one of the 
greatest showmen 
. on the stage. 


Direction EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
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A. J. Balaban 


Capt. H. E. Berger, 
U. S.N. 


Milton Berle 

Irving Berlin 

Louis Bernstein 

Harry Brandt 

Gene Buck 

Rabbi Aienhaxs Burstein 

Eddie Cantor 

Edward V. Darling 

Father Gustave De Leon 

Clarence Derwent 

Dave Ferguson 

Vinton Freedley 
Emil Friedlander 

William Gaxton 

Max Gordon 

Abel Green 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke 

Harry Hirshfield 


Gen. Courtney H. Hedges, 


U. S. Army 


\HERE are no words which I can find te express my 
ae Bae feelings and pleasure for this glorious roster on 
> the dais at the Jubilee dinner given me on the occa- 
sion of my 40th anniversary in Show Business. 


Willie Howard 

George Jessel 

Abe Lastfogel 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 

Ted Lewis 

Leo Lindy 

William Morris, Jr. 
Mayor William O’Dwyer 
Jack Pearl 

Brock Pemberton 

Rev. Randolph Ray 
Bill Robinson 

James E. Sauter 

Ted Shapiro 

Matt Shelvey 

Lee Shubert - 

Charles H. Silver 
Noble Sissle 

Mayor Krbert A. Trink 
Walter Vincent 
William D. Weinberger 








te 
Mi 

Z 
a 
4 


t oe ee ee ne a) ES ee 


and — to all who attended, sent wires, letters, cards and 
flowers, my heartfelt thanks to each and everyone of you. 
1 am still thrilled, so happy, so proud, and Oh, 80 


grateful. 
Leve and thanks 


Sophie Tucker 
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House Reviews 


State, N. ¥. 

Wally Brown, Chucho Martinez, 
Salici Puppets, 3 Wiles, Jimmy & 
Mitdred Mulcay, Claire & Hudson, 
rs Basil House Orch; “The Red 

ouse” (UA). 





A sapient admixture of comedy, 
novelty and song gives the State 
patronage a well-paced pill that 
adds up to _ good entertainment. 
Standout is Chucho Martinez, Mex 
singer, Wally Brown’s come'ty and 
the Salici puppets. 

The marionet group, which re- 
cently wound up a long term at the 
Carnival, is a longtime fave with 
vaude audiences. Their skillful 
manipulations including the by now 
classic takeoff on the longhair pianist 
rates appreciation from all. types 





of patrons. 
mittings. 
Martinez, chan:cur, is 
from the upper-shelf. 
tunes ‘comprising “Thank 
Folks,” “Noche de Ronde,” “Mam’- 
selle,” and “Linda” gives Martinez 
a solid footing. He displays his 
customary smoothness and song de- 
livery savvy for healthy reception. 
Brown's comedics in the form of 
disjointed chatter, and other amiable 
ab, also gets across well. While 
e has appeared in many films, his 
phizz is practically unknown to au- 
diences, and he must start: from 
scratch. His entrance is devoid of 
publicity but his exit is quite hearty. 
Rest of the layout do their chores 
comparatively well. Jimmy and 
Mildred Mulcay, harmonicists, make 
up in showmanship what they lack 
in solid musicianship, and get over 
nicely. Three Wiles do nicely with 
a display of magic and noveltv terps. 
Claire and Hudson, hand-to-handers 
(New Acts), warm up the house as 
openers. ‘ 
Lovis Basil does his usual good 
se of showbacking and emceeing 
om the pit. Jose. 


RKO. Boston 


Boston, May 9. 
Lecuona Cuban Boys (17), Martez, 
Delita, Larry Storch, Josephine Del- 
mar; “Smash-Up” (U-I). 





Armed with-a large collection of 
bongos, maracas, drums. and other 
exotic instruments and filled with 
plenty of enthusiasm for their work, 
the Lecuona Cuban Boys put on a 
lively, loud and entertaining show as 
the backbone to the stage fare here 
this week. 

Show isn’t as carefully routined as 
it might be nor is there a suitable 
change of pace from time to time 
but on the whole it clicks. Band runs 
the gamut of Latin-American rhy- 
thms and puts on a number of in- 
strumental specialities of an agile 
nature. For instance, guitarist 

lucks out tunes with the instrument 

ehind pack, with the pick in teeth, 
etc. Another instrumental specialty 
is “Flight of Bumble Bee” by the 
trumpeter. 

aniel Gonzales, in nice stage 
manner fronts the band, and the 
vocals are well-handled by Joseph- 
ine Delmar, who sings loud but good. 
Outfit is gayly costumed and the set 
lends additional color to the affair. 

Specialties are by Martez and Del- 
ita. who offer some top acrobatic 
dancing and balancing around, and 
Larry Storch, who wows with a 
long list of impersonations. Familiar 
stuff, but gets strong audience reac- 
tion and beg-off with. a Cockney 


yarn. . ; 
Biz fairly good, but the ees is 
ie. 


the main draw. , 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Lucky Millinder Orch, with Bull- 
moose Jackson, Dave McHarris, An- 
nisteen Allen, Paul Breckenridge, 
Edwards Sisters; Deek Watson’s 
Brown Dots, Pigmeat Markham & 
Co.; “Shadow Behind the Mask” 
(PRC). 





Parlay of Lucky Millinder’s orch, 
accompanying all-sepia revue plus 
Deek Watson’s Brown Dots, should 
keep the wickets turning plenty at 
the Apollo, N. Y., currently and gear 
things for a hefty gross. | 

Millinder and crew are prime faves 
through previous “appearances here 
and occasional stints on the podium 
of the nearby Savoy Ballroom. Con- 
sequently its old home week for the 
dynamic maestro and his solid side- 
men who give the hepsters every- 
thing in the book, plenty loud—and 
thev love it. 

Band comprises three rhythm, five 
saxes, three trombones and two 
trumpets, with practically all side- 
men getting their innings for spot- 
lighting and Bullmoose Jackson, 
saxist, getting major play. Teeing off 
with a sizzler, “Get Along” lads segue 
into change of pacer, “Mem’selle” 
with Johnson teking vocal and Ernie 
Peacock backing on alto sax. Sets 
things for Dave McHarris, who con- 
tribs neat tapstering session that wins 
nice palm. 

Band goes sweet again for “Back 
Home in Indiana” as prelude to An- 
masteen Allen’s husky warbling of 
ao and Fly” and indigo rib- 
tickler, “He Wasn't Satisfied” to rock 
the house. Pigmeat Markham fur- 
ther hypoes comedy motif with usual 

urley blackout aided by John Bunn, 

ybil Lewis, et al.. Markham’s co- 
medics rate better than material in 


They work up to huge | 

| keeping things moving in emcee spot 
similarly | 
A quartet of | 
Your | 


putting this one over, and he really 
sends them. 

Band takes over for another jam 
session of “Apollo Jump.” Edwards 
Sisters follow and click with a brace 
of tap routines to appreciative re- 
ception. 

Deek Watson’s Brown Dots rock 
the house with their neat harmoniz- 
ing, additionally aided by Watson’s 
comedics. Foursome do_nicely_ on 
“Heartache to Me,” “For Sentimental 
Reasons,” “In Case You Change Your 
Mind,” “Rumors Are Flying,” and 
“Skifflebug” for loud and prolonged 
applause. Have to beg off. 

Band number follows to bring on 
Paul Breckenridge, tenor, who does 
satisfactorily on “So Long,” “Anni- 
versary Song,” and “No Greater 
Love” to eue finale by band. 

Show is fastly paced with Millinder 


as well as batoning band. Biz very 
good. r Edba. 


Capitel, Washington 

Washington, May 8. 
Johnny Burke, Fred Lowery & 
Dorothy Rae, Tunesmen (3), Robert 
Sisters & White (3); “Song of She- 
herezade” (U). 





This is one of those light budget 
weeks which usually follow an ex- 


a surprise in the shape of a new act 
with decided possibilities, the 
Tunesmen. This trio, clarinet, drums 
and piano, turns out to be plenty 
torrid when it cuts loose with the 
music, but is decidely corny on the 
comic front. Act was discovered 
playing a small Baltimore nitery and 
this is its first vaude engagement. 
It has done so well it’s being held 
over for second week. 

Built around the hot clarinet, the 
trio cuts loose on several_—occasions 
at its sizzling pace and winds 
with a “Russian Cavalry March” ar- 
rangement which features a good 
drum solo. 


teenth time with his familiar rou- 
tine, the draftee of 1917, has lost 
none of his punch. At show caught 
he had them in the aisles, particu- 
larly the young kids who had never 
seen him before. 

Fred Lowery and Dorothy Rae 
have.some new numbers this trip. 
The whistler cuts loose with “Stars 
and Stripes Forever,” “It Had to Be 
You,” “Estrellita” and “Holiday for 
Strings.” Together with his part- 
ner, he turns in a duet curtain call 
on “Too Late.” Miss Rae sings 
nicely in “Two Gun Fernando.” Act 
well received. 

Opener is a fast dance routine by 
the Robert Sisters and White, gal 
trio who operate on small elevated 
stage, working singly, in pairs and 
ensemble, with considerable pepper. 
House orch under Sam _ Jack 
Kaufman operates on the stage for 
a change, this week, giving the 
Tunesmen the hydraulic lift floor of 
the orchestra pit for their act. 
Lowe. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, May 9. 
Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Marjorie 
Reynolds, Eddie “Rochester” Ander- 
son, the Sportsmen (4) and Lou 
Breeze Orch (18); “Easy Come, Easy 
Go” (Par). 


Jack Benny and his troupe are 
geared to break all-time boxoffice 
records here with their personal 
appearance stint at the Chicago thea- 
tre, with well over $100,000 expected 
as the week’s take. It was apparent 
from the very beginning at his open- 
ing show Friday (9) that he has the 
strongest attraction ever to play a 
vauder in this town. 

Show opens with quick band num- 
ber, “Cherokee,” as prelude for 
Benny to step out, unannounced ex- 
cept for “Love in Bloom.” First re- 
mark to audience, “My God, he looks 
so young in the movies!” creates 
show-stopping opening, not only at 
first performance, but at subsequent 
shows. Well developed heckling 
routine by Phil Harris prevents 
Benny’s violin solo and sets show 
clicking with a bang. 

Harris does fast take on “Dark 





able “That’s What I Like About the 
South!” and from reaction, two num- 
bers are just what audience wanted. 
The Sportsrnen quartet follow and 
do neat job on “Why Did I Ever 
Leave Wyoming?” and “Sippin’ 
Cider” for high appreciation. 

Eddie “Rochester” Anderson, is 
introduced in regular radio style, via 
telephone, later springing surprise 
by appearing in striped trousers, 
dark coat, derby, cane and gray 
spats, looking like a fashion plate 
for vocal of “It Takes Time” topped 
by shuffle dance. 

Marjorie Reynolds does an ex- 
tremely capable job filling in for 
Mary Livingston who while in town, 
is off the bill. Her romantic skits 
with Benny, who despite desperate 
and anxious tries, leaves gal cold. 
Harris then takes over to show 
Benny how to win her, which is 


worked up for socko laughs. 
Although orch is used in only 
three spots, Earle Gaines, bass 


fiddler with Lou Breeze orch, is a 
standout for his part in the two Har- 
ris’ numbers. House band, aug- 





mented by pianist, guitar player and 


Johnny Burke, back for the ump-, 


Town Poker Club” and the inevit- | 


drummer from the Harris band do 
niftily. 

Benny, who is in and out of show, 
working with each artist, makes at- 
tempts after every number to pla 
his violin, but is always interrupted. 
After last performer finishes, Benny 
seizes opportunity and raves, “There's 
no one to stop me now.” He almost 
succeeds when bandstand is drawn 
back, screen is lowered and newsreel 
begins, Audiefice in hysterics, Benny 
can do nothing but bow and wave 
in the dark to crowd that experi- 
enced most terrific show at the Chi- 
cago theatre in. years. It’s solid all 
the way. Hunt. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, May 9. 
Louis Armstrong Orch, Slim & 
Sweets, Leslie Scott, Velma Middle- 
ton; Meyers & Walker; Billie Holi- 
day; “Big Town” (Par). 





Louis Armstivung orchestra and 
all-sepia show bowed into the Earle 
Friday (9) to plenty customers and 
enthusiastic audience response that 
indicates a clicko session. 

Emphasis is definitely on the 
vocal side, with warbling by Arm- 
strong and ‘his featured vocalists, 
Leslie Scott, the husky Velma Mid- 
dleton, and the suave Billie Holi- 
day. Latter really wow ’em. 

La Holiday’s tense st¥le covers a 
wide range of selections, including 
“You're: Driving Me Crazy,” “Soli- 


c : -X- | tude,” “Lover Man” and “No Greater 
pensive band, but it comes up with | 


Love.” She not only warbles well, 
but has the knack of projecting her 
intensity to the audience, holding 
attention in a remarkable manner. 

In contrast to the appearance and 
singing style of Miss Holiday is the 
roly-poly, rollicking Velma Middle- 
ton, offering a comedy style of sing- 
ing that wins favor. She delivers 
“You Won't Be Satisfied” and “I 
Cried Last Night,” much to the de- 
light of the customers. 

Leslie Scott does neat job on 
“Without A Song” to hefty applause. 

Armstrong chimes in with vocals 
during the band’s versions of “I Be- 
lieve” and “Back of Town Blues,” 
the latter a New Orleans blues 
reminiscent of the early days of jazz. 
The satchmo style was at its best in 
both offerings. As for the band it- 
self, “Let’s Have A Session” scores 
the biggest hit. ‘ 

This is g good, rousing, brassy af- 
fair, with members of the band step- 
ping down front for solo features, 
while the boys on the stands clown 
around and do a lot of horse-play 
that livens up proteedings. 

Slim and Sweets, a boy and gal act, 
contribs comedy tap and songs high- 
lighted by a “Romeo and Juliet” 
burlesque that gets laughs. Meyers 
amd Walker, tapsters, also run 
through comedy tap routine, in addi- 
tion to vocals and comedy with a 
vibraphone. 

All in all, show stacks up as good 
entertainment. Shal. 


Golden Gate, Friseo 
San Francisco, May 9. 
Lester Cole & Debutantes, Hiiza- 
beth Talbot-Martin, The Glenns 
Grace McDonald, Don Rice, Bu 
Moore Orch (13); “Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter” (RKO). 





Current layout of standard vaude 
acts provides+a diverting stanza 
that should do okay at the b.o. 

The Glenns, two men and gal, 
open with fast, clever acro routine. 
Garner nice returns. 

Grace McDonald, from films, pro- 
vokes wolf calls and clicks in her 
song session. Opens with “I May Be 
Wrong” and then sings and taps to 
“Sooner or Later.” Joins in phone 
routine with comic Don Rice for 
solid applause and begoff. 

Rice, also handling emcee chore, 
has good assortment of hoke that 
leaves customers happy. Show gets 
potent lift from Elizabeth Talbot- 
Martin, whose mimicry is above 
par. Takeoff on “Subway Suzie,” 
followed by satires on night club 
habitues, impress‘ons of Garbo, 
Bette Davis, Mrs. FDR keep the 
laugh meter zooming and really 
whams ’em with impresh of Hilde- 
garde. A solid hit. 

Lester Cole and Debutantes ‘score 
on talent and flash in their con- 
trib. Teeoff with “San Francisco” 
and “It’s a Great Day,” ther a 
nifty arrangement of “Kerry Danc- 
ers,” wind with medley of Cole 
Porter and Victor Herbert tunes to 
terrif appreciation. Ted. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, May 9. 
Buddy Ebsen, Radio Ramblers, 
Paddy Cliff, Folie Miller, The Work- 
mans, Les Rhode House Orch; “My 
Favorite Brunette” (Par). 





Mild layout current adds up to 
pleasant fare with two toplining 
turns adding necessary spark of 
comedy. 

Buddy Ebsen scores with his easy 
manner and authentic hoofery. 
Takeoffs on Bill Robinson, James 
Barton are niftily done along with 
eccentric tapstering. Offs to solid 
response. 

Radio Ramblers win good palming 
with their impreshes. Combo of 
special material songs, clowning and 
adept mimicry add up for solid re- 
turns. 

Rest of show builds in mild but 
effective fashion. Folie Miller dis- 
plays trim pair of gams to work her 
taps. In_ the vocal department, 
Paddy Cliff, who emcees, purveys a 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF MAY 14 








Numerals in cennection with bills below indicate 
whether full or split week 


Letter in thesis indicate circuit: (I) & 
if pert) “Paramount; Ry) EKO, Cw Pendent {L) Loew; 


Opening day of show | 





TY | Whitson Bros 


NEW YORK CI 
) 15 | Arren & Broderick 


Music Hall (I 


Paul Haakon Think-Drink Hoff'n 
Kathryn Lee Jordon Tym 5 
Robert Marshall DAVENPORT 
Boy Foy Orpheum (R) 16-18 
Paul Remos Co Del Courtney Ore 
Rockettes HARTFORD 
Corps de Ballet State (I) 16-18 
Sym Orc Lecuona Cuban Bs 
Paramount (P) 14} Mills Bros 


Duke Ellington Orc 
Golden Gate 4 
Coke & Poke 
Buck & Bubbles 
Roxy (I) 14 
Hazel. Scott 
F & E Barry 
Carl Ravazza 
Henny Youngman 
State (L) 15_ 
Le Brac & Bernice 
Low, Hite & Sta'l’'y 
Dorethy Donegan 
Charles Trenet 
Milton Douglas 
Daresco 3 


Fred Lowery & Rae 
Jean Carroll 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 18 
Jan Garber Orc 
Bud Sweeney 
Al Robinson 
Sensationalists 
(two to fill) 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Circle (I) 15 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Olsen & Joy 
Canfield Smith 

JAMESTOWN . 





Palace (W) 22-24 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Lane & Claire 


Strand (W) 16 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 


Phil Brito Larry Daniels 
Helene & Howard MIAMI 
Lenny_ Kent Olympia dP 

*n . ympia qv) 14 


Renee & Root 


ae 18 
Windsor (1) 17- Paul Winchell 


B Harris & Lilette 


L Johnson Orc Harrison, Carroll 
Jackie Mabley _& Ross 
Nick Lucas 


Carl & Harriet 
Carline Ray 4 
BROOKEYN 
Flatbush (1) 17-18 
Peggy Taylor 3 
Jack Lamont Co 
A & C Fanton 
Mary Mon Toy 
QUEENS 


Hal Haviland 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Radio City (P) 16 

Frankie Carle Bad 

Baron & Bernay 

Johnny Morgan 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (I) 15 


Jamaica (I) 14-171] 5 Extremes 
Paul Kohler Robert Sis & White 
Abdullah Girls Norman Nasarr 


Ray & Irene Drake 
Keaton & Armfield 
Karr 


Miriam Gwynne 


Farle (W) 16 


Billy Elliott Lawence O 
N Paul 2 Bert Wheeler 
: a r one et 3r 
Lloyd & George bs « EADING 
Ronalde Co Plaza (I) 15-17 
PRO | Re OR 
¥ % ajah 5- 
innedcome Grade | Shorty ,Sherack Ore 
, Oo ‘ Py . Mildred Bailey 
. State (I) 15-17 Johnny Burke 
Coarse ‘ate Mack & Desmond 
Morris & Ryan ROCKFORD 
M & L Ross Palace (I) 16 
18-21 Martelis & Mignon 
Stanley & Ames Dick Gordon ; 
Pauline Alpert er bein Soo Co 
Marty Furman ze Claires 
Rigoletto Bros & Paul Walker Orc 
Aimee Sis _ SALT LAKE CITY 
BOSTON Lyric (1) 12 


Boston (R) 15 Parker & Friel 


Marvellettes Fillette & Richards 
Kitty Kallen P Jenkins & Pals 
Pitchmen Dick Wong 

Joe Besser Billy Farrell 

Geo M Cohan Jr SAN FRANCISCO 


BOUND BROOK 


Golden Gate (R) 14 
Brook (I) 17-18 


The Glenns 


N Paul & Shari Grace McDonald 
Lloyd George Don Rice 

Danny Southern Cole & Debutantes 
(two A, Oe E T Martin 
Towers (1) 16-18 | coure Say iets 


Starlets of ‘47 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 16 

Gene Sheldon 
Consuela & Melba 


Dolinoffs & Raya S 
Emery T & Claire 
Air Pirates 

Don Hooton 
Doraine & Ellis 


Caritons Warner & Cole 
Ort 
Ink a © WASHINGTON 


Capitol (L) 15 
Nelson Sis 
Jane Harvey 
Archie Robbins 
Buster Shaver. 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (I) 18 


June Richmond 
Lewis & White 
Coles & Atkins 
Johnny Otis Ore 
Regal (1) 15 
C Anderson Bd 
Arnett Cobb Co 
Helen Humes The Rosillianos 
Ralph Brown Hoo Shee 
COLUMBUS Barney Grant 
Palace (R) 19-21 'l. & E Roberts 
Pritchard & Lord (one to fill) 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 

















Blue Angel Tables Davis 
Germaine Sablon Renald & Rudy 
Alice Pierce Jack Mathers 
Marc Lawrence Noble Sissle Ore 
Jay Marshall Syd Strange Ore 
Phil Gordon El Chi 
Ellis Larkin 8 Recta Ries 

(Dewateoal Miguel & Albaicin 

. Alice Farrar 
Imogene Coca Bob Turk 
Mary Lou Williams 
Ann Hathaway Embassy 


Larry Marvin 
Galante & Leonar’a 
Jose Melis Orc 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Greenwich Vil Inn 
Lorraine De Wood 


Buck Miller Ore 
Cafe Soclety 
(Uptown) 
Lucienne Boyer 

Dave Martin 8 
Kdmund Halil Ore 


Carnival Arthur Blake 
Olsen & Johnece W Hoveler Girls 
Betty Reilly Ned Harvey Ore 
C & T Valdes Habanero Orc 
Blackburn Twins Havana-mMadrid 
Michael Edwards Miguelito Valdes 
McManus Ore Noro Morales 


Reid Manor & Mignon 


re 
China Doll Sacarsus Orc 


John Tio Hotel New York 
er 
ae Song V Lombardo Ore 
ran Yang Marion Spelman 
os Li Sun June Arnold 
ai Sings Bissell & Farle 
Copacabana 4 Esquires 1d 
Carmen Miranda Joe Sater Trio 
Greb & Lober Waldorf-Astoria 
Betty George Dorothy Sarnoff 


Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Torseshoer 
Ross & La 


Hermanos Wms 8 
Griff Williams Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 





Pierre Belmont-Plaza 
Siri Bob Dixon 
Herman Hyde Lou Seiler 
barnes tine ne Taylor Ders 
uds tddie St 
Billy Banks Nino Ba — 





standard Irish tenor in own spot. 
Well balanced blend of songs include 
McNamara’s Band,” “One Alone” 
and “Donegal.” Encores with ‘Pag- 
liacci,” 
a. Werhmane ‘“y— their 

making on e asses and 
bells. Les Rhode house orch back 
acts in usual top style. Biz good. 

Lary. 


Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Ore 
| Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Louis Prima Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel Pennsyivani¢ 
Randy Brooks Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Mata & Hara 
G Ray Terrel 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
De Marcos 
Pancho Orc 
Monte Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Hotel St Regis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Orc 
Hotel Taft. 
Vincent Lopez Oro 
Charlie Drew 
Mare Starr 
iceland 
Milt Britton Unit 
Latin QOuartes 
Sophie Tucker 
Eddie Schaefer 
Chadwicks 
Debonairs 
Ralph Young 
Hal Raywin 
Cecil Lewin 
Chick Gladke 
Vincent Travers O 
Little Club 
Walter Gross 


Chez Puree 
Lena Horne 
Paul Gray 
Walter Long 
Don Davis Ore 
Don Chiesta Ore 
Adorables (12) 
Colosimo’s 
Zephyrs 
Cindy & Windy 
Sol Feola Ore 
Red Allien 
J C Higginbottom 
Copacabana 
Alan Carney 
Tony Canzoneri 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy Worth 
Arnie Barnett 
Copa Cover Girls 
Janet Gaylord 
Benno Delson Orc 
Hotel Bismarck 
Debutantes 
Paul Rozini 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Helsings 
Ralph Lewis 
Sid Fisher Ore 
Denny Miles 
Bert Easley 
Linda Jordan 
Hotel Blackstone 
Phil Regan 
Ramos Orch 
Hotel Co 
Joe Vera Ore 
Sam Bari 
Hotel Continental 
Del Renee 
Marianne Fedele 
Sheldon Reed 
H Edgewater Beach 


New 


BOB DIXON 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

Glass Hat, N. Y. 


knowing delivery. 


of personality. 


on that item. 
However, , he 


tune selection. 


and a 


Acro 
10 Mins, 
State, N. Y. 


This guy and. gal 
expert line of 
some smooth and 
slick tumbling. 








Arline Car 
att King ee 
mi Kelle 
Joe La Porte % 
D’ Aquillas Ore 

Rio Caba 
Rosenbloon 
Dick White © Baer 
Gloria King 
Iris Karyl 
Val Olman Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Riviera 

Miles 
Barrie 
Beatrice Kraft 
S Morgan Ders 
Joel Herron Ore 
KE. Reyes Orc 

Ruban B 
Marian , hme 
Marilyn Cantor 
Day Dawn & Dug 
Elifot & Jurist 
Cedric Wallace g 
Wally Blacker 

Versailles 
Carl Brisson 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Toni Palmer 
Jerry Sellers 
Johnny Newton 
Honer & Holly 
Pappy Below 


Village Vanguard 
R Dyvyer- Bennett 


re 


Jackie 
Gracie 





Leon & Eddie's Muriel Gaines 
Eddie Davis 'hree Flames 
Sonny King Don Frye 
Narda Wivel 
Rossillianos Bob Lee 
Harriet Lane Kay Carole 
Pablo Stuart Langley 
Shepard Chorus Peggy Palmer 
Art - aner Ore D'Quincey & Giv'’ng 

onte Carle Zim f 
Dick Casparre O | pay) amithe 
Robert« Janczi Makula 
Maya Ore Zsiga Bela 
a ~~ Semantan Paulens 

go Martinelli Doris Haywoo 
Sadie Banks Gene Kardos % 

Blackhawk Stepl c . 
Phil Levant Ore ome A ieieg Rag 


Al Gordon & P 
Shyrettos (3) 
Song Stylists (4) 
Hotel Sherman 
Carl Marx 
Sarah Vaughn 
Herbie Fields Ore 
Jan August 
Harmonicats 


Hotel Stevens 
Henry Brandon Or 
Jack Fulton 
Donna Lane 
Lathrop & Lee 
Bobby May 
Lee Gilmore 
Boulevar-Dears 

Latin Quarter 
Geo M. Cohan Jr 
Dottie Dotson 
Vilma Sherry 
Ming & Ling 
Tatin Lovelies 
Buddy 


Palmer Heuse 
Jack Fina Ore 
Herb Shriner 
Susan Reed 
Abbott D'ncers (18) 

Rio Cabana 
Degn.. Martin 
Jerry Lewis 
Tung-Tin-So 
Phil Crane 
Theresa Rudolph 
The Lovelies (6 
Cee Davidson (re 

Vine Gardens 
Dick Gale 
Mary Jane Dodd 
Montero & Yvonne 
Jill Adams 


Shaw Ore 





Bob Dixon has 
equipment to make a 
once he gets sufficient experience, 
His bary pipes are 
show nice phrasing, 


to get the patronage on 
Makes nice appearance, has eager? 
ness to please, and displays a sa 


Wonderful World,” — i 
“Elegie” set him off in okay mannety 


” 6 


for a well-rounded session. 


Joe Kish Ore 


Acts 


the necessary 
grade A singer 


well groomed, 
but need more 
Lad is somewhat 


ill at ease on the floor, and needs 
considerable loosening up before he 
can register with L 
Diction is | 
but betrays too great a concentration 


a fuller degree 
superior, 


does show enou h 


his side. 


ien 
His “Big, Wide, 
* and Massanets 


There’s a Lull m 
Latin tune make 
Jose. 





CLAIRE & HUDSON 


Claire and Hudson have been 
around for some. 
listing in Variety’s New 


i esca 

time a, Ales. 
twain display an 
hand-to-handing, 
expert lifts, an 


Act is well paced because of in 
trusion of some fast tumbling whe 
speed is necessary. ; 
the usual pattern of balancing acts 
but their precision and neat shows 
manship set them as above average. 


Pair make nice appearance and 
are okay for vauders and cafes. 


Tricks are 0 


Jose. 
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DC. Seoregation Problem Creates 
Barrier to Equity-League Pact IN BROADWAY IGE 


Difference of opinion over 


segregation problem in Washington | 
petween managers and Equity indi- | 


cates that the basic agreement be- 
tween the actors and the League of 
New York Theatres may not be re- 
newed. Equity seems intent on In-| 
serting a stipulation in the pact rul- | 
ing out audience segregation not 
only in Washington but any city 

where the color line against Negroes 
is drawn. Showmen object to Equi- 
ty’s intended boycott of legit the- 
atres because of segregation, an 
jssue that includes a vast field 
outside. of show business, and be- 
lieve the problem should be handled 
by the Government, if not the states 
and communities where the colo 
question exists. 


| 


Despite advices that the proce- 
dure was faulty, Equity has served | 
notice of the boycott, which would 
be effective June 1, 1948, with the 
evident hope that the situation 
would be clarified before that: date. | 
Council was advised that if the color 
line is eliminated, it would ailso 
eliminate 40 weeks of possible play- 
ing time for legit seasonally. Towns 
that might be out for legit, outside 
of Washington, are Baltimore, St. 
Louis, Kansas City and other border 
towns in addition to Texas and the 
balance of the south. 

Stabilizer 


Whether the agreement, whereby 
Equity cannot change its rules dur-| 
ing the season, is essential now is | 
questionable, according to some 
managers. Generally believed that! 
the pact is a stabilizer for produ- | 
cers. since minimum salary figures 
cannot be increased until the agree- 
ment is up for renewal, uswally at 
the end of each season. Minimums | 
have gone up both for Equity and 
Chorus Equity since the agreement | 
originated, despite objections by | 
some showmen. 


| 


Equity will seek what may be 
regarded as radical changes in the 
agreement, when and if negotiations 


start in June. Actors body will at- | 
tempt to protect itself against dam-_| tention 


| 
| 


into the pact, So! 


age suits which may ensue should 
the expected segregation § stipula- | 
tion be written 
negotiations are likely to be pre-| 
longed through the summer. 

After Equity leaders rechecked its | 
constitution it was decided that the | 
segregation matter need not go to 
a referendum. Stated that only 
constitutional amendments must be 
voted upon in this manner when 
demanded by the membership, the 
council therefore having the right 
to decide on the segregation move 
itself. One amendment affecting 
junior members will be voted upon 
at the election, though probably not! 
the subject of a referendum. It’s) 
declared. that the membership backs 
the council on segregation by a 
preponderant sentiment. 


‘Joan of Lorraine’ 


Snares 8106 in N.Y. 





With Ingrid of H’ wood 


“Joan of Lorraine” ended its 
Breadway engagement at the Alvin 
Saturday (10) 
quoted at $810,000, not 


$7,700 refunded for two perforim- 


ances cancelled last week when In- , 


grid Bergman, the star, was out with 
# cold. Disappointed patrons who 
had tickets for the missed perform- 
ances came from as far as the Coast 


to see the play, and some stood up | 
Plans to | 


during the final showings. 
present added performances this 
week were dropped because of sev- 
€ral problems and the star’s desire 
to plane back to Hollywood. 


Broadway gross did not include a 
preliminary three-week appearance 
in Washington, where capacity re- 
ceipts topped $80,000. There were 
Standees at every performance at 
the Alvin, and while 75 were al- 
lowed by the fire department the 
average was kept down to 35, so that 
Patrons seated would not be dis- 
turbed. Final week's gross was $25.- 
100 while the average gross was ove! 
$32,700. The number of playgoers 
who saw “Joan” was put at 375,435 


the + 


‘in charge at Wellesley. 
; war he 


with a total gross | 
counting | 





RED MILL’ FLOPPO IN 
REVIVAL IN LONDON 


London, May 13 

First American musical to flop in 
| London this year is Emile Littler’s 
production of “The Red Mill,” which 
opened May 1 and closes May 17. 
Show was originally tried out by 
Littler last year for eight weeks in 
the provinces, where it did fairly 
well but was obviously not good 
enough for the West End. It folded 
and then recast, with book rewriiten, 
and opened out of town again this 
year for three weeks, after which 
it was put on at the Palace, with 
crix giving it a general panning. It 
was a click in New York last year. 

“The Bird Seller.” new operetta, 
starring Richard Tauber and pre- 
sented by Bernard Delfont, replaces 
May 29. 


Strawhats For 
Two Colleges 


There will be stock at two col- 
leges this summer for the first time 





| since drama became a vogue in the 


strawhats, although there was an 
annual season or “drama festival,” 


|} at Union College, Schenectady, N.Y., 


some years ago. This summer there 
will be “A” stock at Wellesley col- 
lege in Massachusetts, also one at 
| Ithaca, N.Y., where the auditorium 
| of Ithaca college will be used. Both 
companies are sponsored by; the re- 
spective schools. 

Frank McMullan, on leave from 
ithe Yale drama department, will be 
During the 
was an Officer in Special 
Services and was assigned to organ- 
izing soldier shows, with offices in 
New York. McMullan attracted at- 
when invited to direct at 
England's Stratford-on-Avon drama 
festival. 

At Ithaca there will be a season of 
110 weeks, 
| Lakes drama festival, to be operated 


| by Ernest Mandeville and Ray Hink- 


| ley, who have offices in N.Y. Policy 
is to play performance starting 
Tuesday and ending Sunday of each 
week, season to start July 1. 





Vincent Price Joins Gryphons 
Los Angeles, May 13. 
Vineent Price is the latest Holly- | 
wood name to join the Gryphon | 
| Players for summer stock at Laguna. | 
| Other film players on the strawhat | 
roster are Joan Caulfield, Audrey 
| Totter, Hurd Hatfield and Michaet 
North, with Michael Curtiz promised 
as director of one of the plays. 





lyth Lucas, will open the season 
July 1 with the Elmer Rice play, | 
“Dream Girl.” 
Constance Bennett at Cape 
Dennis, Mass., May 13. 
Constance Bennett will appear .in 
\“Over 21” at Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
to open theatre’s 21st season June 
'30. This will be film actress’ only | 
(Continued on page 53) 


Connelly as Yale Prof 
Continues Long B’way- 


| Baker Workshop Tie 


Long tieup between Broadway and 
the famed Drama 47 Workshop con- 
tinues with appointment of Mare 
Connelly as associate prof of play- 








wrighting at Yale Univ. Connelly, 
who won the 1930 Pulitzer Prize 
with his “Green Pastures,” will take 


over teaching duties next fall, when 
he replaces Walter Prichard Eaton. 
Latter has served as head of the 
Drama 47 course since 1933, when he 
replaced its founder, Prof. George 
Pierce Baker 

Baker. who started his play wright- 
ing course at Harvard, taught such 


future Broadway “names” Eugene 
O'Neill. Robert Sherweod, George 
(Continued on page 52) 


| 


SCHEME SPOTTY 


Effectiveness of reducing boxoffice 
prices on Broadway is definitely 
questionable, at least so far as the 
present period is concerned Two 
$6 musicals dropped te $4.80 re- 
cently, with the 


nil. “Carousel” first sliced the scale 





[Broadway Managers Petition Patrons 
For Aid on City Council Censor Bill 


results practically | 


but the gross only went up a couple 
of-hundred dollars and it was clearly | 


shown that after a two-year engage- 
ment the musical was about through. 
Last week “Street Scene” lowered 


| the top, too, with no better boxoffice 


| variable 


reaction, so it was decided to close 
‘this Saturday (17). 

Use of bargain tickets is having 
results and only in one in- 
stance have two-for-ones been effec- 
tive. Using that system, “The Voice 
ot the Turtle” was virtual capacity 
at $13,000, then a fewer number of 
half-price slips were used last er 
when takings dropped $1,000. 
Young Man's Fancy” distributed | 


| two-for-ones right after opening and 


| postcard from a 


sponsored by the Finger.! 


Company, headed by John Mere- | 


| which sold tickets for over 


| big houses were claimed but the 


| gross actually was very mild. 


Sponsor of “Heads or 


a year 





Big Illusion of Smallness 
Raleigh, May 13 

Charles Conner of New Bern, 
6 feet 2 inches and 190 pounds, 
figures he will probably be the 
biggest dwarf in the history of 
the theatre. 

Actors at East Carolina Teach- 
rs College staged “Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs” for the 
children of Greenville May 8. 
But the colle; stock of dwarfs 
was low, so the parts went to 
seven husky vets. Dr. Lucile 
Charles, director of the play, 
said firmly that the 
dwarfs 


massive 
“created the illusion of 
smallness.” 


She didn’t say how. 








British Set Fees 


Tails,” 


| 


with the lure of profit participation, | 


used a strange way to publicize the 
farce in an effort to counteract the 
blasting reviews of the critics. That 
was ads in the form of “notices,” by- 
lined by unknowns. 

Incidentally, John Chapman, critic 
of the N. Y. Daily News, 
“poison pen artist” 
from Flemington, N. J., panning him 
for panning “Heads.” He responded 
with a column which started: “Since 
|reviewers shoot off their mouths 
about plays, 
opposition be given the opportunity 


viewers. I am overjoyed to relay 


sO Many 


For Yank Actors 


During a time when there were 
English actors on Broad- 
way that Equity 
“invasion,” 


regarded it as an 
alien-actor rules 
formulated and are still 


were 
effective. 


received a | Reports from London are that Brit- 
ish Equity has adopted similar regu- | 


lations because of the number of 


{American actors due on the English 


| stage this summer. 
it is only fair that the | hereafter 


the following from Jersey: “Thanks 
for the dirtiest, lousiest, stupidest 
reporting of a good show. I guess 


| five big curtain 


tell them.overwise...you are a No. 
1 rat and your column stinks,’” 
Newsman also received a complaint 


from a guy in the Bronx who didn't | cans in the company. 


| think the unfavorable notice on 
“Young Man's Fancy” was fair. 
Chapman answered in detail in his | 
| column, having the space as no new 
shows opened last week. 


Gross for “Heads” may have sur- 
prised some on Broadway, but tak- | 


calls and a full | 
house prove what the public likes | ; 
and no dopey reporter like you can | pany havilfg the largest number of 


| pending 


| required to join British Equity 
to shoot off its mouths about re- | 


Understood that 
American players will be 
, pay- 
ing an initiation fee of $100, plus 5% 


| of their stage salaries, similar to re-"| 


quirements over here for Britishers 
in certain categories. 

Whether the new rules apply to 
“Oklahoma,” which recently opened 
in London, is not clear, that com- 
|Americans, cast and chorous. Im- 
“Annie Get Your Gun” 


‘there will have only a few Ameri- 


| 


There are 
Only three in all in the cast of “The 
| Voice of the Turtle,” due in London | 


|soon, half a dozen players from this | 


side will be in “Deep Are the Roots,” 
while “Life With Father” is ex- 
pected to have an all-English cast 
| and the number of actors, if any, 


ings of nearly $16,500 last week is ‘from this side for “Lute, Song” has 


; accounted fof by the nurhber of | 


tickets sold long in advance of the | 


play's advent. 


> 


‘La Lady’ a Costly 
Dame at $500,000 


When “Louisiana Lady” opened 
,in New Haven last week it repre- 
sented a total investment of $506,000, 
be most costly attraction in years. 
Musical, currently in Philadelphia, | 
lis due at the Century, N. Y., May 28, 
| and will be the last production of 
| 1946-47. Originally it was seen in 
'Boston as “In Gay New Orleans,” 
that try, by Forbes Bandolph, a 
| newcomer, representing an outlay of 
| $300.000. Costumes and settings 
| were purchased by Hall Shelton, 
|who offered the Donald Wolfit 
|Shakespearean troupe for three 
weeks during the winter “Lady” 
got a favorable press in New Haven 
and grossed $11,400 in half a week. 

Shelton’s principal backer is re- 
liably reported to be Eleanor Elliott, 
wealthy matron and heiress of a 
typewriter fortune. Mrs. Elliott. 








} 


| 


;as ‘“‘visitors,” 


| 


who backed a flop called “Victory | 


Belles” several vears ago, 
$200,000 in “Lady,” $75,000 of which 
was used to buy the “New Orleans” 
production. 

Book of “Lady” is based on an 
old farce called “Creoles.” written by 
the late Samuel Shipman and Ken- 
neth Perkins. When Shelton took 
over there were revisions by Eugene 
Berton and Isaac Green. Jr. Latter 


invested | 


not been decided upon. 
British players engaged 


being $10. Unit shows coming here 
from England are exempt 
those requirements and pay regula- | 
tion dues of $9 each six months. 
That basis applied for “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest” and will 
apply to “Love for Love.” both be- 
ing imported British casts starring 
| John Gielgud. The Donald Wolfit 
troupe and Old Vic similarly paid 
| dues only. Such outfits are classed 
without intention of 
| remaining indefinitely. 


Novelty Schedule 
For Ex-Wilson, Det., 
In New Drama Setup 


Detroit is to have a new drama 
venture next season at its Music 
jall, the fermer Wilson theatre 
which has been modernized and 
houses the Detroit Symphony Or- 
chestra. Broadway plays will be pre- 
sented on a rather unusual schedule, 
performances to be given for two 
weeks, with the exception of Thurs- 
days and Fridays, during each month 
from October to May. The other 





half of each month is devoted to the 


| tion, with the 


is said to be the nom-de-plume of | 


Matt Brooks, a Coast writer. 
\ing rehearsals. 
idrew and Olga 


Dur- 
Irene Bordoni with- 
Baclanova replaced. 


orchestra, recitals and lectures. 
Some new plays may be presented, 
there will be a drama school and 
the general format is to be reper- 
tory. on a modified stock company 
basis. Venture will be on subscrip- 
campaign for such 
support aided by the State Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs. Actors will 
be cast in New York but it is hoped 


(Continued on page 52) 


individ- | 
jually for Broadway must pay the 
initiation fee to Equity plus 5% of | 
their earnings, the weekly minimum | 


from | 


+ Broadway m&nagers, having failed 


to obtain through the N. Y. legisla- 
ture an amendment to the penal 
code whereby the power to censor 


by the license commissioner be lim- 
ited, are asking audiences to support 


a similar measure pending in the 


city council by Eugene P. Connolly. 
License head Benjamir Fielding did 
;not favor the move in Albany on 
the grounds that the legislation was 
not necessary; he has the same atti- 
Connolly — bill, 


trial by jury 


tude towards the 
which would require 
before theatre licenses could be re- 
voked by the commissioner. 


Petition inserted 


slips are being 
in programs, calling attention te the 
Connolly bill, which would prevent 
| the license bureau 
| denying or 
transfer 


“from revoking, 


refusing to renew or 
license on a whim or ca- 


| price, but to require that conviction 


| of a play complained of being ob- 
tained in a legal and orderly man- 
ner before such action can be taken.” 
Slips with signatures and addresses 
of audiences resident in greater 
N. Y. are addressed to S. Samuel 
di Faleo, chairman of the city coun- 
cil’s general welfare contmittee, re- 
questing that he hold a public hear- 
ing before the measure is disposed 
of. Amendment in Albany was op- 
posed by religious pressure groups, 
the Catholic Welfare council in par- 
ticular, and never emerged from 
; committee during the recent assem- 
bly session 

Managers, too, are experimenting 
with an information § service for 
playgoers who may call the office 
of the League of New York Theatres 
regarding the location of legit 
houses. first and last curtain times 
and the price range for tickets but 
not for the sale or reservation of 
same. Idea originated with “Movie- 
time” a telephone service in Brook- 
lyn which informs callers at what 
| theatres the numerous pictures are 
| Playing and dates and times of ex- 
hibition. Picture patrons only oe- 
| casionally can find out from the 
| dailies where films are being shown 
(depending on who advertises), 
| whereby the ads for legiters appear 
wre in directory form. 


“May Blend New Cohan 
Songs Into Revival Of 
‘45 Minutes From B’ way’ 


| ‘Franklin P. Adams is trying to re- 
furbish and modernize the late 
George M. Cohan’s “45 Minutes 
From Broadway” to debut Cohan, 
i Jr. on Broadway. Milton Baron 
would produce it. He is trying to 
enlist Joshua Logan as siager and 





_Jose Ferrer to recreate the original | 


| Victor Moore role. Young Cohan, 
of course, would do the part created 
by his father.. 
| Part of the modernization would 
, also include some new Cohan songs, 
| part of the last show he authored, 
|The Musical Comedy Man.” The 
| Songs have been voted OK. but 
‘Oscar Hammerstein 2d, for instance, 
opined that “the beck is too 
cohanesque for anybody to tamper 
with,” so the intent is to segue some 
of the new tunes into “45 Minutes.” 
Young Cohan only recently es- 
saved to follow in his father’s song- 
and-dance Sc 0 


Geo. M. Cohan, te. Winds 
Nitery Stint for Vauders 


George M. Cohan, Jr.. woo made 
his first cafe appearance at the 
Latin Quarter, Chicago, May 2, left 
the show Sunday (11) to open at 
RKO theatre, Boston, May 15. Cohan 
thinks his current material is bet- 
ter suited for vauders than niteries. 


However, he will work up new rou- 
tine for cafes while doing the 
vauders. Nevertheless he drew gvod 


notices on nitery bow 

Sid Gould, comedian, replaces at 
L Q until May 23 when Gertrude 
, Niesen brings in her new revue. 
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Louisiana Lady Jacquemot has the build to ac- 
. by : 7 
1 ng baritone, result 
New Haven, May 8. |CO™mpany a booming , 
Hall Shelton production of musica] P€ing something for femme orbs: as 
a 0 duc usic mM “s ha : 
eomedy in two acts, 11 scenes. Features well as male ears. Victoria Cordova Ss 
Charles Judels, Edith Fellows, Olga Bacla- | fiery senorita is a Cast asset, her 
mova, Ray Jacquemot, Victoria Cordova, | “Cucacheena” number being a flashy 
Henry Lascoe, Lou W ills, Jr,, The Hot-} eontribution. Henry Lascoe does well 
shots. Book by Isaac Green, Jr., and Eugene as a heavy : ; 
Berton; lyrics and music by Monte Carlo . : > — 
and Alma Sanders; staged Ly Edgar Mac-| Lou Wills, Jr., throws a red traffic 
Gregor; dances by Felicia Sorel; settings by | light into proceedings with some sen- 
Watson Barratt; costumes by Mary Grant; | sational stepping, and Bertha Powell 
Lighting by Leo, Ikerz: orchestrations, ty | (another fugitive from “New  Or- 
ans . ¢ { oO » a » > “on a | ” 
ee eee ee tiie a ader, | leans’) gets a healthy Rand for so 
ter and vocal arrangements, Hilding Ande! ~ ~ 
gon. Opened at Shubert theatre, New | vocal solo. The Hotshots (Wm. 
Haven, May 8, °47; $4.20 top e | Downes, Ameil Brown) do some fast 
ae PND: sacvesontiss ‘oe ern ae met | dancing, which is good, per se, but in 
_ ~ phatase ich Lou Wills. Jr.j this particular type of production 
pA Sot” se ia hea eet neat ik aa de SE -.Tina Prescott; their style of challenge hoofing is out 
CRaNGN Ring in 68 6 hn 0' 64 0.0 089 ons s See Ann Lay|of place. Troupe boasts a plenitude 
GerMaAine..ceeseceresreeeseess -.»Patti oo of lookers. 
ANNE «000. 0000+00-+40s- Angela Corabete Direction has produced a better 
PT OPTT TTT Tee Patti Kingsley Pre 4 sae , “e "vile ye? 
Wiaelictmaiegs 4. fcccenesd<< Edith Fellows | first act than second. It’s this last 
Charley ; ..+.--Howard Blaine | haif that will cause stager consider- 
Christophe... ...6..seeeeees .Wm. Downes | able aspirin consumption. Bone. 
George, a bartender. .......+0+4 Ameii Brown MS aa EAE 
BERG. bys wales 64 050050063. 605%,9 5:50 se Dee 
GaNNAOD, i s.ik cans ¢<ucetas Isabella Wilson Portrait in Black 
Madame COPTER... ccccdscve Olga pe tbr Wilmington, Del., May 9. 
Pierre... ..+e+-evvocevereerscs aoe } as David Lowe and Edgar F. Luckenbach 
Marquetts......sersererees Revert Sim oa d production of drama in three acts (five 
Merluche.....-eeseeererereees re tape — scenes} by Ivan Goff and Ben Roberts 
AIPNONSE. .-++eeeeregerecerers Charles Judels Staged by Reginald Denham; setting and 
Welonte..s.escccvesees aT ae ae Bertha Powell | jienting, Donald Oenslager; costumes su- 
A Drunk. cece ceecsceeeeceees George Roberts pervised by Helene Pons. At_ Playhouse, 
Hoskins. ...eee-eeee esse eee ++. Berton Davis Wilmington, Del., May 9-10, “47; $3 top 
JAMEL... eee eeeereeeeceeers .F Tanoee Keyes | Tanis Talbot.. eoet once eds Cumann Lae 
Golondrina.....-.serereees Victoria ¢ ordova | Gracie McPhee.........+....-Mary Michael 
Chico, a bartender.........Michael Landau Peter TMlbet. ..<aacecces David Anderson 
Gaston.... ais ...+-Bert Wilcox | winifred Talbot.......... Dorothea Jackson 
Mrs. Danforth. : - “7 --Ann Vi0Ol8 i Cob O'Brien. ...cccvcceeesss Barry Kelley 
Singers: eight girls, eight boys Rupert Marlowe........- Sidney Blackme1 
Dancers: nine girls, six Dboys Dr Philip Graham,..........Donald Cook 
— meme TRICO, 64s... 6 ce ceees Thomas Coley 
As a swansong for a busy (21 —— 
This psychological murder mystery 


breakins) season here, Hall Shelton 


has presented a tuneshow that is| was tried out last season but didn’t 


moderately diverting in its present | reach Broadway. 
state, but which will need every pos- 
sible boost it can develop in order to 
compete successfully on Broadway. 
It’s going to mean midnight oil to 
prepare this one as a bright lights 
Potentialities don’t indi- 
cate smash proportions, but there’s 
more than just the core of summer 


candidate. 


entertainment here. 


A real smart guy is one who, when 
he has a lemon handed to him, takes 
it and opens up a lemonade stand. To 
some extent, this applies to the un- 
When something 
called “In Gay New Orleans” met a 
quick tryout death in mid-season, In 
a salvaging attempt certain of its 
trappings were offered at a bargain. 
A new set of backers bought some of 
the sets and costumes for a song— 
which they amplified into a more or 


veiling of “Lady.” 


less complete musical. 


Preem revealed melodies, terps and 
costumes as top assets revolving 
around a mediocre book of the 
There’s a fairly 
(based on a Sam 
Shipman opus of a generation ago) in 
the theme of siave-running back- 

round of 1830, but development of 
he story never gets beyond the ordi- 
Script probably was 
typed on cellophane—it’s that trans- 


“New, Or- 
leans” fadeout are Watson Barratt’s 
ets, Mary Grant’s costumes, Felicia 
Sorel’s dances. Sets are a combina- 
tion of outstanding craftsmanship, in 
ome instances, and fugitives sr 8 
1 - 
Costumes are rich, even 
dazzling, on the whole and paint at- 
tractive apparel pictures despite be- 
Dances 
are excellent, but take up too much 
of the production’s time. A second- 
ct opening Mardi Gras ballet is 


buttonshoe format. 
interesting idea 


nary stage. 


parent. 
Carryovers from the 


hubert storehouse in other 


stances, 


ing worked-over material. 


onger than a filibuster. 


On the score, melodies outdistance 
the lyrics. There’s quite a variety of 
cleffing, men ba it prcosenny been 

its way into receptive eardrums. 
Siadoda a PWhy I Want to 
Go Home,” “When You Are Close to 
Me,” “A Little Bit Naive,” “Louisi- 
ana’s Holiday” and “The Night Was 
Score gets an able 
assist from choral groups as well as 
some good vocalizing by soloists, 
sans mechanical amplifiers, incident- 


Standouts are “That’s 


All to Blame.” 


ally. 


Charles Judels is top-featured and 
he’s a lifesaver on“taugh end. He has 
resurrected some material from the 
dark ages, but it drew chuckles from 


It still isn’t main 
stem fare. While there is a sock 
ending nothing much happens in be- 
tween the first and final curtains. 
The play’s pace is strictly pedestrian, 
a fatal error in a mystery play. 

The curtain rises on the widow of 
@ shipping magnate who with her 
doctor lover has brought about hub- 
by’s death. They believe them- 
selves safe until a letter arrives con- 
gratulating them on the murder. 
Aware their secret is shared by an 
unknown third party they begin sus- 
pecting everybody in sight. This 
leads them to kil another ex-lover 
of the woman only to find he was 


innocent. Things go from bad to 
worse until the surprise ending, 
which discloses the woman as a 


complete hussy. 

As sidelights the authors have the 
woman’s stepdaughter fall in love 
with a union organizer; a_ butler 
whose sinister attitude makes him a 
suspect for two acts, and a boy who 
joins the others in complicating the 
plot. As a study in feminine psy- 
chology the play has some interest 
but at present it’s too thin and arti- 
ficial to attract paying customers. 

The cast is well chosen and the 
three leads turn in commendable 
performances. Claire Lure, back 
home after a long and _ successful 
career in London, makes the widow 
a glamorous and attractive figure. 
She appears in a series of stunning 
black gowns created by Helene Pons. 
Sidney Blackmer has a _ thankless 
role as the ex-lover who gets killed 
off in the second act, but he knows 
his way around a stage. Donald 
Cook is the doctor lover, and he 
plays with authority. 

In the supporting cast Barry Kel- 
ley is excellent as the butler who is 
next on the ceath list because it ap- 
pears he knows too much, The step- 
daughter is well acted by Dorothea 
Jackson, and Thomas Coley im- 
presses in his brief appearances as 
the union boss. David Anderson is 
likeable and natural as the boy, and 
Mary Michael brightens the stage as 
the housekeeper. 

Donald Oenslager’s living room 
setting is in his best tradition, and 
the same goes for his handling of 
the lighting effects. Reginald Den- 
ham’s direction good considering 
material at hand. Klep. 


A Yankee Fable 
Pasadena, May 8. 


Pasadena Playhouse production of two- 























: 1 Pr act comedy-drama (five scenes) by Guy 
auditors catching it for the first time. | Andros. Staged by Gilmor Brown and Jack 
Edith Fellows offers personality, plus Harris; sottings, “Rita Glover. Opened. at 
° - asadena ayhouse, asadena, Cal., Ma 

vocal volume that Ronsay f 0 Ps 7. "47: $2 top. 7 
pound physical structure. She's first-| guy smith. .....ceeeeeeeeeee- Ruth Covell 
rate on tone also. Olga Baclanova,} Mickey Quince. @......... John Cordell Clay 
taking over at short notice when Ausesta Stone bided sts. g:+ Anne. Piamens 
. ij. | Timothy Stone.......... amue . erric 

Irene Bordoni step ed ae a. SUGGS FROME. cisvcedsccicpvecss Dabbs Greer 
mation into her role as ss Matthew Quince........sce0e85 Russell Gold 
carriage-trade pleasure house. Roy | Venida Quince..........-+- ees. Jan Marshall 
armen Dee WO. occccrccdocovecseses Marvin Press 

: Perr Peer ree John Weems 
Prosecuting Attornew..... Robert Rockwell 

Defense Attorney...... Vincent Y. Bowditch 

SAMUEL FRENCH Cert ALIGMGRR ssc cvtcsscvad Alton Sullivan 

SEs 56.06 6.045 400502 65000 KOs ae James Rojas 

SINCE 1830 | Foreman of the Jury...... t,..George Miles 


Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, hew York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 





|. Cuiled from court records and 
|family folklore, “A Yankee Fable” 
| represents, according to author Guy 
| Andros, events in the lives of some 
of his distant relatives. He would 
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| wasn’t to be touched. 


| stomach pump method, but the kid 


} 


| ficient for proper enlargement of 


| poison in a precious sugar bowl that 


have done weil to remember an old 
New England adage, “Never wash 
your family linen in public.’ 
“Fable” is the story of Matthew 
Quince, widower, who returns to his 
farmhome after a spree in Provi- 
dence with $4,000 and a new wife. 
She’s a flashy piece of baggage who 
believed his wild yarns and saw in 
him another victim fer her profitable 
alimony racket. He was just drunk. 
Quince’s in-laws by his first wife 
plot to murder him before he can 
sign a new will leaving his money to 
his son and the family maid. Wife 
number two adds her dose of arsenic 
to the coffee cup. But the maid had 
put sugar in the arsenic can and the 


And since the 
conspirators ignore Matthew’s orders 
and use the bowl, New England jus- 
tice triumphs. 

They manage to stay alive via the 


dies of natural causes, which tees off 
a charge of meglect against the maid. 
She’s found innocent in time to hear 
Matthew’s declaration of love before 
they both rush home to the milking. 

As a slice of New England’ life, 
“Fable”. could hold up well if it 
weren't for maundering, meaning- 
less lines which were thrown in in a 
desperate effort to get laughs. One 
good bit about a sleeping defense at- 
torney in the courtroom scene lis 
ruined by consistent milking. 

Ruth Covell -is generally credible 
as the maid and Dabbs Greer turns 
in a neat performance as the family 
lawyer. Direction was spotty. Two 
striking sets greatly enhance produc- 
tion, 

In one respect, “Fable” lives up to 
its name, since Webster describes the 
word as something not to be believed. 
As a professnonal job, this is cer- 
tainly unbelievable. Kap. 


Actors Fund Again 
Operates in Black 


The ‘65th annual meeting of the 
Actors Fund was held at the Empire, 
N. Y., Friday (9), when treasurer 
Vinton Freedley’s report was that 
for another consecutive year the 
Fund had operated out of the red. 
Surplus of the 1946-47 period is 
$32,505 as compared to $73,740 the 
previous year, which was excep- 
tionally successful financially. In- 
come from all sources totaled $246,- 
526 and gross expenditures amounted 
to $213,933. 

Fund’s annual benefit show 
brought in $14,971, and performances 
of legit shows earmarked for the 
actors charity brought in $39,498. 
Direct aid was given in 14,716 cases 
during the fiscal year, those outlays 
amounting to $125,365, average cases 
being 283 weekly. Home vf the 
Fund at Englewood, N. J., is filled, 
cost of maintenance being $46,476, 
and 31 cases are being cared for in 
hospital and nursing homes. Burials 
of 74 indigents were made in ceme- 
teries in Brooklyn and Kensico, cost 
being $9,284. 

Frank Fay, invited to be present, 
donated $5,000 to the Fund, largest 
contribution made by an actor in- 
dividually, and he also entertained 
the assemblage. An invited speaker 
was George Sokolsky, columnist for 
the N. Y. Sun. In addition to Freed- 
ley being reelected as treasurer, 
Walter Vincent, was renamed pres- 
ident, Harry Somers, Katherine 
Cornell, vice-presidents, and Robert 
Campbell, secretary. 








Connelly to Yale 


Continued from page 51 gameeet 


Abbott, Donald Oenslager, John 
Mason Brown, and others. When 
Harvard refused to grant funds suf- 


his department, Prof. Baker accepted 
Yale’s offer and switched to the 
latter. Drama 47 is a course for ad- 
vanced students, extending into 
graduate school. 

Connelly will teach two days a 

week, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
leaving room for his legit work. He 
has two projects on for the fall, a 
revival of “Green Pastures” with 
Jean Dalrymple as cO-producer, and 
himself directing, and a new play 
he’s working on. 
a don’t know what my qualifica- 
tions as a teacher may be,” said 
Connelly, “but whatever experience 
I've had that may help the students 
I'll try to put at their disposal.’ 





| Novelty Schedule 


——m===e continued from page 51 
to secure some talent of professional 
calibre from Detroit, Chicagé and 
community theatre circles. Because 








while Tom Ewell also got $500 for 


in “Forest” in the fall. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Margaret Phillips, a British actress, who was given one of the 
annually granted to the best supporting actress and actor by EF 
Clarence Derwent, has been given permission to appear in 
“Berkeley Square,” slated for Broadway this summer. 
was granted on the strength of her work in “Another Part of 
is performance in 
“Berkeley” is designed for a limited date, Miss Phillips bein 
Also due in the revival are Bramwell 
Horace Braham, Louis Prussing, Jean Marmont and Richard Ne 

Long before he was considered as head of Equity, 
a fund of $25,000, earnings from which are to be dev 
unfeatured, supporting players, This is the third year of the cash prison 


te 


$500 prizes 
quity prexy 
a revival of 
Miss Phillips’ prize 
I the Forest.” 
John Loves Mary.” 
8 due to tour 
Fletcher, 
wton, 
Derwent established 
oted to outstandin 





name. 


leave to be spent in Sicily. 
Foundation. 


Sale of his Pulitzer prize novel, “All the King’s Men,” 
Columbia on a cash and percentage deal, 
$200,000, has been made before Robert Penn Warren, the author, 
fessor at the University of Minnesota, has disposed of his play of th 

Situation is unusual because the play was written before 
and the latter was adapted from it, reversing the usual proced 
University of Minnesota Theatre gave the play, Warren’s fir 
one so far, its world premiere this month. 

Prof. Warren and his wife depart next month for 


movie rights to 
expected to yield mote tte 
a pro. 
e same 
the nove} 
ure. The 
st and only 


a year’s sabbatical 


It was awarded him by the Rockefeller 


stepped in. 


theaters. 


and water colors. 


prise it won first prize. 
her up and announce the win. 


Brock Pemberton considered continuing “Harvey” 
the summer with a name replacement for Joe E. Brown, who goes to the 
Coast May 31 for a film chore, but since another comedian would not 
be available by that time, he decided to finale the Loop date upon Brown’s 
departure. Show will lay off during summer and is dated to resume on 
the road in Detroit early in September, with Brown again starring. Frank 
Fay will go on vacation from the Broadway “Harvey,” planning a four- 
to-six week rest. Last summer, when he took a month off, Bert Wheeler 

Whether he will repeat is not definite. 





in Chicago through 


Managers are wondering whether or how much performances in theaters 
on 44th street will be affected when the new publicatian plant of the Times 
facing the Shubert and the Hotel Astor, is completed. The daily's delivery 
trucks will be fed by a battery of chutes 
Up to now the trucks have been loaded on the 43rd street side of the 
Special brick paving has been installed for the trucks, which usually will 
arrive and depart with first editions before the finale curtains in the 


very 
above the new loading platform, 


plant, 





Showmen recently visiting Dallas were regaled by Ned Alvord, who 
waved a many-paged last will and testament, signatured by half a dozen 
witnesses. It's a new document, the cutaway-suited agent explaining that 
nearly all the original legatees had “pre-deceased me.” 
a couple of a.k.’s, who suspect they might be mentioned in the will, have 
written Alvord requesting that they be “included out” upon the theory that 
thereby they may prevent the bell tolling too soon. 
stakes and going to the Coast, saying it’s too gosh-darned hot in Texas. 


Result was that 


Alvord is pulling up 





Sallie Kusell, formerly of show business, a sister of Milton, Dan and 
Buddy (Harold), known in legit and films, has become an artist in oils 
Although she is an amateur, “Shantytown,” one of her 

works hanging on the wall at home for a couple of years, was entered 
| in an exhibition of professional artists at New Rochelle, and to her sur- 
She hadn't seen the show, and they had to call 





Geraldine Brooks, youngest daughter of Jimmy Stroock, of the Brooks 
costume plant, has been upped by Warners on the strength of her per- 
formance in “Possessed,” to be released soon. Starlet will have the femme 
lead in “Mary Hagen,” due to start production this week on the Coast, 
Story by Edith Roberts was first called “The Hagen Girl.” 





make a special classification for the 
Detroit venture, 

Two young showmen, Wiliam 
Merrill and Richard Charlton, who 
got their theatrical experience dur- 
ing the war in the services and sum- 
mer stook, head the new drama 
project. Charlton was connected 
with a Connecticut stock last season, 
while Merrill conducted the Willa- 
way Playhouse in suburban Detroit. 
Plans include booking occasional 
road shows in the Hall, house for- 
merly offering touring attractions 
when known as the Wilson. 


Wats6n Barratt Objects 
To Mistreatment’ of Set 


Watson Barratt, who designed the 
setting for “Heads or Tails,” play 
recently put on at Cort, N. Y., by 
Your Theatre, Inc., has written the 
producers, through his attorney 
Benjamin Starr, objecting to treat- 
ment of the set. 


Designer claims that drastic 
changes were.made by producers 
without his consent. Claims he de- 
signed the set, then went to Cali- 
fornia. Without his knowledge, and 
in violation of designer's standard 
contract, the producer, Barratt says, 
subsequently cancelled some of the 
props he selected, threw out. the fur- 
niture he picked, and otherwise 
“ruined” the set. Attorney now re- 
quests producers to replace ihe orig- 
inal set, or remove designer’s name 
from the program. 

H. J. Langsfelder, representing 
Your Theatre, denies any changes 
made in set, Said that the set didn’t 
fit when it was hung, and was al- 
tered only for size. Barratt was 
away and couldn’t be reached. Pro- 
ducer resents Barratt’s charge and 
has retained Howard Reinheimer to 
protect his interests, 


Kiel Aud’s 42G Deficit 
St. Louis, May 13. 


The Henry W. Kiel (municipal) 
auditorium operated at a deficit of 











of the unconventional setup, so far 
as the performance schedule is con- 





cerned Equity has been asked to/! 
* 


$42,858 during the 1946-47 fiscal year 
as compared to an operating deficit 


of $102, 190 during the previous fiscal 
year, 





Krakeur Charges Pact 
Breach, Sues for Prod. 


Co-Billing on ‘Portrait’ 


Seeking to compel his former asso- 
ciates, Edgar F. Luckenbach, Jr, and 
David Lowe, to honor an alleged 
contract made last Nov. 18, Richard 


Krakeur obtained a show cause - 
order last week frora N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Benjamin F. Schreiber. 
He claims that his suit rose “out of @ 
deliberate and concerted breach 0 

contract for a joint venture.” 

Krakeur, it’s alleged, became ac- 
quainted with Luckenbach last 
November. Complaint adds former 
left a lucrative post with Vinton 
Freedley .to join Luckenbach at @ 
salary of $200 per week and 50% of 
the producers’ share of the profits as 
co-producer on plays they might 
present. Under the pact, the pair 
agreed to produce “Portrait im 
Black”. with Krakeur furnishing his 
professional advice and services. 

With “Portrait” due at the Booth, 
N.Y. tonight (14), the complaint 
states that only Luckenbach and 
Lowe are billed as producers. Kra- 
keur claims that he should have C0- 
producer billing. As a consequence of 
his failure to receive proper credit, 
plaintiff wants an injunction to re 
strain Luckenbach from breaching 
performance of the Nov. 18, 1946 con- 
tract. He also seeks to restrain the 
defendants from disposing of his 
alleged share in the production. 

In Luckenbach’s affidavit, he ad- 
mitted a one-year contract with 
Krakeur but described it as purel 
an employment contract. Defendan 
denies that Krakeur was to have re- 
ceived any billing or that his name 
was to have appeared on any pro 
duction as co-producer. 





SKULNIK SIGNED 

Menasha Skulnik will stay o> 
star of the 2d Ave. theatre, whi¢ 
William Rolland will operate as & 
legit Yiddish playhouse next seaso”. 

Rolland returns as producer-man- 
ager of that East Side house after 
an absence of three years. 
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Chi Droopy; Born’ 186, ‘Cyrano’ 18, 
‘Harvey’ 14146, Lute’ 216, ‘Ready’ 246 


Chicago, May 13. # 
Chi’s boxoffice showed im- 
ovement over the previous week’s 
reary performance and “Three to 
ake Ready” jumped to $24,000, 
“Lute Song” getting $21,000. 
Final curtains dropped Saturday 
at two houses, which relit again, 
fter weekend, for newcomers. “Lute 





Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering May 12-24) 
“Accidentally Yours” — Biltmore, 
L. A. (12-24), 


(12-24). 


ng” left the Studebaker to make a a a ae 
room for “Iceman Cometh,” which | (12-17). 
opened Monday for limited three- “Barretts of Wimpole Street”—| 


week run, and “Three to Make | Geary, Frisco (12-24). 

Ready” left Blackstone, into which “Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
“Call Me Mister” moved Tuesday. | Hollywood (12-24). 

“Harvey” will close at the Harris Blackstone—Temple, Tacoma (12- 
May 31 for reopening in Detroit 0n|17); Metropolitan, Seattle (19-24). 
Labor Day, and “Red Mill,” which “Bloomer Girl” — American, St 
was skedded for the Shubert on the | Louis (12-17); Music Hall, K. C. (19- 


"th, instead will lodge at Civic | 24). 
pera House. “Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
Estimates for Last Week (12-24). 


“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (11th 
wk) (1,334; $3.60). Repeating as top 
take of the town with strong $19,000. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Shubert 
(2d wk) (2,100; $3.60). House looks 
weak with $18,000. 

“Harvey,” Harris (40th wk) (1,000; 


(13-24). 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” — Shubert, 
Chi. (12-17). 
“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (12-24). 
“Laura” Shubert - Lafayette, Det. 
(12-17); Nixon, Pitt. (19-24). 
“Louisiana Lady”—Shubert, Philly 


$4.20). In final month with $14,500. | (12-24). 
“Lute Song,” Studebaker (16th “Love for Love’—Nat'l, Wash 
wk) (1,246; $4.20). Closed Saturday | 12-24). 
with final $21,000 on its return en- ute Song”—Cass, Det. (12-24). 
gagement. Magnificent Yankee” — Capitol, | 
“The Fatal Weakness,” Selwyn | Yakima (15); Fox, Spokane (16); 
(5th wk) (1,000; $3.60). Off slightly |Aud., St. Paul (19-26); Lyceum, 


M'pl’s (21-24). 

Maurice Chevalier—Wilbur, Bost. 
(12-17). 

Met Opera Co.—Opera Hse., Mem- 


to $15,000. 
“Three to Make Ready,” Black- 
one (13th wk) (1,358; $5.40). 
Piosed last Saturday with big $24,- 


000. phis (12-13); Opera Hse., St. Louis | 


(14-17); Opera Hse., Roch. (19-20). 

“Oklahoma!” — Royal 
ronto (12-24). 

“Song of Norway”—Aud., L. A. 
(12-17); Curran, Frisco (19-24). 

“State of the Union’—Forrest, 
Philly (12-17). 

“State of the Union”’—Colonial, 
Bost. (12-24). 

“Student Prince” — State, Kala- 
mazoo (12); Bijou, Battle Creek (13); 

Philadelphia, May 13. | Michigan, Jackson (14) Palace, 

Philly was down to a “ngle legit | Flint (15); Colonial, Akron (16); 
house last week but adds another | Park, Youngstown (17); Shea’s, Erie 
this week. . (19); Aud., Roch. (20-21); Erie, 

Last week's lone entry was “State Schenectady (22); Strand, Elmira 
of the Union,” playing the fifth week | (23); Temple, Binghamton (24). 
of its successful return engagement| “The Fatal 
at the Forrest. Did neat $17,000 with- | Chi. (12-24). 
out competish and figures to equal}, “The Iceman Cometh” — Stude- 
or beat that mark in this, its final | baker, Chi. (12-24). 
stanza. “The Red Mill” — Shubert, Bost 

Tonight (13th), the Shubert re-| (12-24). 
lights after being dark four weeks ‘The Two Mrs. Carrolls”—Hanna, 
with “Louisiana Lady,” new musical.| Cleve. (12-17); Shubert-Lafayette, 
Show is said to look sufficiently | Det. (19-24). 
ready for an early N. Y. showing so|_ “Three to Make Ready”—Ford’s 
management has decided td hold local | Balto. (12-17); Forrest, Philly (19- 
engagement to two weeks instead of | 24). a 
chancing a third. Next Monday, Up in Central Park”—Court Sq., 
“Three to Make Ready,” Ray Bolger | Springfield (12-14); Aud., Worcester 
revue, comes into the Forrest for two | ‘15); Victory, Prov. (16-17). 
weeks: This one did two big try-|_ “Voice of the Turtle”—Nixon, 
out weeks here last season. “Open | Pitt. (12-17). 
Housé,” with Mary Boland, is booked 


Union’ Neat 176, 
As Philly Wanes 





Se ones. — three weeks’ ( h W 
arkness, on May , for one or two 
weeks, and “Oklahoma!” comes to V r Ow 


the Forrest June 9 for a summer run, 
with 10 weeks being the actual time 
figure set. 





21G in Boston 


Boston, May 13. 


Strawhats Maurice Chevalier opened at the 


Continued from page 51 --—— | Wilbur last week to get as favorable 
a reception any personality has got 
strawhat appearance, as she'll leave | here in years, both from press and 





promptiy for return to Coast for a| public, and immediately ran into a| 


pic commitment. near-top take. “State of the Union” 
Theatre will again be under man- was not so heartily welcomed back 
agement of Richard Aldrich. Arthur ge waning after 
Sircom will direct, for his eighth + Ble saggy concn = gt scores Ppp 
} »_ et Ss <6 long stands, remained bright, ex- 
season, having left Minneapolis last | cepting “Everything's On Ice,” which 
weekend (where he directed the} moved out of the Center after a 
community theatre) for that purpose. | three-week so-so run. Goes to De- 
Eugene Fitsch will again be scenic nr Bag Romy Bi — Se = 
: , : . | Spices. ‘cus is f : ek, 
= spartans yh erices ee Which may cut into the general thea- 

: se “es s. 

elected a director of the American | “® and Him tame 


: " Estimates for Last Week 
National Theatre and Academy, rep-| “Anna Lucasta,” Plymouth (1,200: 
resenting the northwest. 


| $3.60). Fifth week diminishing to 
oe estimated $12,000, excellent consider- 
Hartmans in Musical ing weather and generally limited 
A new musical revue, “Hooray for audience appeal. ss 
the Angels,” starring the Hartmans, | a ge ge Me my Fn Sart 
ballroom comedy duo, will be debut. with estimated $6,000, not 
preemed at Bucks County Playhouse, | enough. and moved out for Detroit. 
ng Hope, Pa., week of June 23. Under the Shubert banner. Goes 
“Grand National. Night,” 


British | from there to Chi. 
comedy owned by Herman 





Bern- Maurice Chevalier, Wilbur (1.200: 
stei nand Warren Munsell. Sr., will | $3.60). a pel oe " owse 
also ; ; ely crix and patrons, and first week's 

ote ee a wil] | estimated $21,000 so big that star re- 


: : mains a second 
open his season June 6 with “Papa! «peq-mill,” Shubert (1,590; $4.20). 


Is All,” starring Mady Christians. Eighth week back up again to esti- 
Haila Stoddard, in “Trial of Mary | mated $27,000, very big. and two or 
Dugan,” will follow, with Bela|three more pretty definite. 

Lugosi in “Arsenic and Old Lace” “State of the Union,” Colonial 


8 , (1.560: $3.60) Return date short- 
et for the fourth week. 00 eproximated $14,500. 





“OKLA” SMASH 326 
IN BUFFALO REPEAT 


Buffalo. May 13. 


Mass. Strawhat Opens Juiy 1 

West Newbury, Mass.. May 13. 
Community-sponsored Town Hall 
Players open their season here July 
1 with Peter Frye producing and di- 
recting a series of six plays. 
Author John P. Marquand, local | 
resident, is honorary prexy of the 
strawhat 





homa!” at the Erlanger last | week. 
In eight performances at $4.20 top 


organization, while Al) nied up nearly $32,000. — ; 
Capp, creator of the cartoon strip, | This equalled last years record 
Li'l Abner,” is on the board. figure. 


“Anna Lucasta”—Plymouth, Bost. | 


“Call Me Mister’—Blackstone, Chi. | 


Alex., To- | 


Weakness’—Selwyn, 


Return engagement of “Okla- | 


BALLET THEATRE 296 
FOR 56 NY. UPBEAT 


Ballet Theatre, in its second week 
at City Center, N. Y., grossed $29,000 
from Sunday (4) through Saturday 
(10), in eight performances, for a 
jump of $5,000 over the previous 
week. Sunday’s (11) two perform- 
ances grossed $8,000. Top is $2.40 at 
the 2,300-seat house. 


inee for high-school students tomor- 
row (Thurs.). Services of dancers 
}and all unions involved (musicians, 
stagehands, etc.) are being donated, 
| and neither house nor attraction 1s 
receiving profit. 

| Company will open a 10-day stay 
|in Havana May 29 sponsored by the 
Sociedad Pro-Arte Musical. Organ- 
| ization is run by Mme. Lora Alonzo, 
mother of Fernando Alonzo, one of 
BT's dancers, who is husband of BT's 
star ballerina, Alicia Alonzo. Harold 
Lang, who dropped out of BT to join 
| the legiter, “Three to Make Ready,” 
has rejoined the company for its 





N. Y. June 8, and leave first of July 
| for England, for its second successive 
season at Covent Garden, London. 





Music Integrated Into 
Moderne Musicale Evening 


| 

| That modern music can be defi- 
| nitely lyric theatre—tied in with 
| legit, films and ballet, instead of be- 
ing strictly longhair, off by itself— 
was ably demonstrated Monday (12) 
night at City Center, N. Y. 


sic of Two Lands,” the American; 
Soviet Music Society, headed. by 
Serge Koussevitzky, presented an 
ievening of stage, screen, ballet and 


can and Russian composers. Film 
selections included Walt Disney’s 
“Mickey’s Grand “Opera;” Pare Lor- 
entz’s “The Fight For Life” (Col.), 
with music by Louis Gruenberg; a 
reel from the Soviet “Girl 217,” with 
score by Aram Khatchaturian, and 
the first puppet film made, the 
| Soviet “The New Gulliver,” with 
| Lev Schwartz's music. 





| the audience was able to gauge the 


| importance a score brings to a film | 


| work. The grim despair in the Khat- 
|chaturian score, the drama in Gru- 
| enberg’s accompaniment to a film on 


| childbirth, and the comedy in the | 


| puppet film music asserted them- 
| selves as invaluable, integral asscts. 

Opera music consisted “of the 
| American premiere of Serge Proko- 
| fieff’s “Betrothal in a Convent,” with 
| Jean Handzlik, William Hess and 
| Edwin Steffe ably singing a light, 
but witty score. Dance music had 
Valerie Bettis and group doing a 
reminiscent, overlong modern dance 
to a somewhat astringent score by 
Leo Smit, “Yerma.” 

Ballet music presented another 
premiere in Serge Prokofieff's 
charming and melodic “Sum- 
| mer Day.” danced tc in amusing, 
| childlike fashion by ballerina Anna- 
| belle Lyon and Jerome Robbins 





| (who staged “On The Town” and | 


|“Billion Dollar Baby” dances), with 
|Robbins doing the choreography. 
Alfred Drake acted as narrator, to 
| tie up the fugitive pieces. Robert H. 
| Gordon (who staged “Call Me Mis- 
' ter’) and John O’Shaughnessy staged 
‘the evening, with Mare Blitzstein 
supervising the production. Bron. 


‘ICEMAN’ CHILLED BY 
INDPLS., 626 IN 4 


Indianapolis, May 13. 
“Iceman Cometh” played to only 
$6.500 in four performances at $3.60 
‘top at the English May 5-7. Press 
jreaction mixed and public didn't re- 
| spond. 7 
i It was a letdown to end best season 
|house has had in some years. Most 
of 25 attractions did well, with rec- 
ords that stood since the ‘20s toppled 
by “Up in Central Park,” “State of 
the Union,” and “Oklahoma!” 





‘Pye’ -Gertie So-So 
$17,000 in Toronto 


Toronto, May 13. 


Folding up her 29th week tour of 
“Pyomalion” at the Royal Alexandra 
here, with 1,525-seater scaled ai $3.60 

‘top, Gertrude Lawrence zrossed a 
$17,500, this disappointment 
based on fact that it was a repeat 
performance after the week of Nov 
25 engagement here. 


SO-SO 


Also cutting in was the current 
fortnight’s engagement of “Okla- 
homa!”’ which was sold out on mail 
orders alone, these totaling over 


$100,000 after the first day’s ad in the 
| dailies. 
an exira staff for 
1 $40,000. 


returns of some 


Troupe is winding up its stay Sat- | 
urday (18), giving a special 10c mat- 


Cuban visit. Troupe will be back in| 


‘Pix, Stage, Ballet, Opera | _ Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


4 
In a program titled “Theatre Mu- 


opera excerpts to music by Ameri- | 


necessitating the hiring of | 





Although the weather was any- 
| thing but May-like and _ 
tures approached the freezin 
|last week saw a further drop 


mark, 


tempera- | ever, which should be 


B’way Drops Further; ‘Earnest 
$24,500, Sons’ 216, ‘Barefoot’ 266, 
‘Mister’ 256, ‘Street Scene Folding 


May 31; rated around $15,000, how- 
rofitable. 
Plymouth 


“You Man’s Fancy, 


in | (2d week) (C-1,075; $3.60). One or 


business generally along Broadway,|two nights claimed full houses but 
signalling the coming of summer.|at bargain prices; $6,000 estimated. 


Lowering of prices either directly 
or by distribution of thousands of 
two-for-one slips had variable re- 
sults with the bargain ticket method 
indicated to be more effective. “Im- 


| 


REVIVALS 


“Alice in Wonderland,” Interna- 


itional (5th week) (CD-1,172; $4.86). 


i 


So far has done very well with 


|matinee attendance around capaci- 


portance of Being Earnest’ was 

great last week (final), around} 

$24,500 
“Street Scene” closes this week 


and other shows are likely to dis- 
| appear from the list Saturday, One 
| new play, “Portrait in Black’? comes 
in this week. Only two more at- 


tractions this month, “Love For 
| Love” and return engagement of 
i“Up in Central Park,” due next 
| week, 


Estimates fer Last Week 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta) 
“All My Sons,” Coronet (15th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Not quite as 
much as previous week but with 
gross around $21,000 is in chips for 
| plenty. 
| “Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(52d week) (M-1,427; $6). Will pass 
year’s anniversary Friday (16) and 
aes good for another year; $45,000 
DIUS. 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Beck 
(6th week) (M-1,214; $6). Not so 
;sanguine about summer chances 
| after last week's drop to around 
$26,000; fairly good for musical at 
the scale. 
| “Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (67th 
| week) (C-993; $4.80). Vithin $300 
| of full capacity, and midweek mati- 
| nee only performance that attend- 
| ance is not S.R.O.; close to $21,000. 
“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (9th week) 
(M-1,626; $4.80). Parties sold in ad- 
vance extend into this month, and 
strength of draw should be _ indi- 
cated thereafter; $43,500. 


(Revue), 


ty: $21,000. 
“Burlesque,” Belasco (20th week) 


| (C-1,077; $4.80). Should be well out 


in front but at start operating nut 


| was too high; rated around $16,000. 


| 





| heading cast. 


} 


“Sweethearts,” Shubert (16th 
week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Best grosser 
among revivals and _ popularity 
should keep this musical lighted in- 
definitely; $28,000. : 

“The Chocolate Soldier,” Century. 
Instead of moving, closed after nine 
weeks to mildish business; $14,500; 
goes on tour in fall. 


any 51 
LA. Feels Dip 


Los Angeles, May 13. 

Faint rumblings of legit “buyers” 
strike believed felt here last week, 
with biz starting to ease off in all 
houses. Hardest hit was the Bilt- 
more, where “Accidentally Yours” 
bowed in last Monday (5), with 
Billie Burke and Grant Mitchell 
Despite good notices, 
show drew only a poor $9,000— 
about the worst business the house 
has recorded in some six years. 

With the exception of the Belasco, 
all other attractions noticed a slight 
dip in the take. Belasco, with “Anna 
Lucasta,” inaugurated a lower price 
policy, with a $2-plus-tax top. First 


“Call Me Mister,” National (56th | week’s biz increased approximately 


| week) (R-1,104; $6). Under capacity 


25%. although take, naturally 


| that it maintained for virtually fuil | dropped. Gross for the week reache 


| $25,000 estimated. 


stay in 
click 

$23,000. 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” 
| (18th week) 


musical off lately; 


| 


| Capacity and standees all _ times; 
| $42,000. 
| “Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 


| (28th . week) (CD-1,160; 


ing summer; around $25,000. 
“Harvey,” 48th St. 
| (C-920; $4.20). In this instance coo) 
| weather appeared to have benefited 
| boxoffice, with takings estimated at 
around $15,500. 
| “Heads or Tails,” Cort (lst week) 
| (C-1,064; $4.20). Business first full 
| week around $16,500; nearly all ad- 
| vance sale. 
| “John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
| (14th week) (C-979; $4.80). Attend- 
ance not materially off last week, 
when takings were around $20,500; 
slated through summer. 


“Carousel,” Majestic (108th week) 
| (M-1,667; $4.80). Dated for summer 


(132d week) 


46th Street | was at the 
(M-1,319; $6). One of 
the few attractions that commands | up records. 


With emphasis set on the music, | year but making plenty; eased off; | $8.50 under new policy. 


Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1947” 
; went through its 255th frame at the 
E] Capitan with $16,700. Figure rep- 


hicago after another week; | resents a jump from previous week's 
around ! $16,‘ 00. 


| Among legit attractions, top take 
Philharmonic Aud, 
| where “Song of Norway” is ra:king 
Third week drew about 
$54,000—about $200 off previous 
| week's new record high ‘Nor- 
way” winds up this Saturday (17) to 


$4.80). | be followed Monday (19) bv “Rosa- 
Among the best of Broadway's di- | P y , — 


| versions and’! should be popular dur- 


linda.” 


| Biggest moneymaker in town was 
| 


} 
| 


| 


“Tcecapades of 1947,” but that. too, 
noted a slight falling off. Gross for 
the week was about $103,400, down 
about $2,300 from previous weck. 


‘TURTLE’ DISAPPOINTS: 
91 IN PITT RETURN 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 
“Voice of the Turtle,” returnin 
last week to Nixon, barely got $9.5 








for first half ef fortnight. That 


| “Life With Father,” Bijou (391st|\figure’s inconceivable with what 


week) (C-613; $3.60). Down 


week to around $6,000; red o era- | 


tion at that level; run leader, 
ever, 
month. 
“OQ Mistress Mine,” Empire (53d 
week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). Ending a 
great engagement at end of month: 
| business still lusty, with last week 
| quoted over $19,000. 
| “Oklahoma!,” St. James (213th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Although 
under “normal” figures, record-run 
musical is making good enough 


will better the record next 


| 


profit and should prosper through | 


summer; $21,500. 

“Portrait in Black,” Booth (D-712: 
$4.80). Presented by David Lowe 
and Edgar Luckenbach, Jr., written 
by Ben Roberts and Ivan 
opens tonight (14). 


“State of the Union,” Hudson (78th | 


Still get- | Harburg 


week) (CD-1,057: $4.80). 
ting real money, and last week 
more than neld the pace, with tak- 
ings quoted over $20,000. 

“Street Scene,” Adelphi (M-1.434: 
| $4.80). Final and 19th week; reduc- 
tion in scale did not bolster the 
count, which again was around $17.- 
| 000; way in red. 

“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
phone,” Barrymore (2d week) (M- 
| 1,064: $4.20). Sponsors of this oper- 
atic oddity planning on touring in 
fall; despite favorable 
comment, summer chances not so 
good; $6,500 estimated. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Mo- 
rosco (161st week) (C-939: $3.60). 
Cut down on number of two-for- 
ones and gross dipped a bit: around 
$12,000: profitable for three-person 
play 

“The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
more (7th week) (C-920: 
Claimed to have slightly improved 
what with cutrating, with upstairs 
mostly benefited; $10,500 claimed 
| “Years Ago,” Mansfield ‘(23d week) 
'(C-1,001; $4.80). Announced to close 


| 
| 


Goff: the 


last |show did here only last February, 


when it got $22,000 first session and 


ow- | $26,000 the second. 


Nixon gets “Laura” next week, 
quick booking when “Lute Song” de- 
cided to stay two weeks in Detroit. 
That'll probably write finis across 
legit season here since outdoor opera 
time is just around corner at Pitt 
Stadium. where Opener will be 
“Desert Song” on June 2. 


‘Bloomer’ Good 246 
In Opener at St. Louis 


St, Louis, May 13. 
legit sepson at 
American theatre is wheeling 
into its final week with the second 
of a two-week stand of the Arlen- 
musical, “The Bloomer 


The local 194 


|Girl.” The first stanza. which in- 


cluded nine performances, grabbed a 
good but not whammo gross of ap- 
proximately $24,000. 

Management expected more but 


; interest in legit here has been taper- 


follow-up | 


$4.20). | 


ing off for several weeks 
tossed plaudits. The 
house is scaled to $4.27. 


‘Carrolls’ Modest _ 
$9,000 in Wash. 


Washington. May 13. 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls.” with Elisa- 
beth Bergner, wound up its second 
week at the National Saturday (10) 
with a modest $9,000. or only $19,060 
for the fortnight’s stand. Average 
during the run was slightly under 
hal’ capacity 
John Gielgud in William Cone 
reve's “Love for Love” opens t0- 
ight (13) for two weeks as part of 
he Theatre Guild's subscriovtion sea- 
con. While the Guild sale was heavy, 
the general advance was not. : 


Crix 
1.700-seat 


€ 
’ 
’ 


1 Naas 
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Broadway 


Sol Lesser due Sunday (18) for 
@ouple weeks vacation. 


Tilyou’s Steeplechase Park, Coney 
Island, starts its 51st season Satur- 
day (17). 

Margaret O’Brien and mother left | 
ever the weekend for short vacation | 


in Bermuda. | 

Harold Weinberger, Metro’s Coast | 
checking supervisor, back to Los | 
Angeles after two-weeks’ vacation | 


c 





uarry Morris, head of Aetna Ad- | 
vertising, which handles many nitery | 
accounts, seriously ill with ticker | 
trouble. 

Claude Jarman, Jr., due in from 
the Coast May 23 en route to Eng- | 
land, where he’ll attend the London 
preem of “Yearling.” 

Mrs. Hal Horne east for com- 
mencement exercises June 2, when 
her daughter, Barbara Sachs, gradu- 
ates Duke University. 

Ruth Wilk’s Equity Library Thea- 
tre production of “Much Ado About 
Nothing” to be presented at Green- 
wich Mews May 27-28. 

Leonard Hirsch, Metro homecffice 
assistant to southern sales manager 
Rudy Berger, recuperating at home 
from long siege of pneumonia. 

Franklin Heller, former legit head 





ef USO-Camp Slows, to stage sev- 

al strawhat productions for Bucks , 

ounty Playhouse this summer. 

Tribute to memory of late David | 
L. Podell, attorney w.k. in_ show | 
biz, paid at Beth Israel Hospital of | 
which he was longtime president. 

Barbara Walters, daughter of the 
Latin Quarter’s Lou Walters, start- 
ing a thespic career witn the lead 
in the Birch Wathon school play. 

J. R. Springer, general theatre 
manager of Century circuit, awarded 
a medal and citation from the Treas- 
ury dept. for plugging war bond 
sales. 

Mrs. Henry (Mildred) Ginsberg, 
wife of Paramount's studio chief, 
vacationing in New York for several 
weeks. 

Stewart McDonald, ass’t treas. of | 
Warner Bros., elected veepee of the 
Town Club in Scarsdale, his home 
situs. 

Memorial tablet to Percy Moore, 
who was executive secretary of the 
Episcopal Actors Guild, unveiléd at 
the Little Church Around the Corner 


Sunday (11). 

RCA’s new exhibition hall in 
Rockefeller Center, where people 
can be televised and simultaneously 
see their own televised images, open- 
ing today (Wednesday). 

Al Jolson can’t rehearse for his 
uest shot on the Jack Benny airer 
rom N. Y., Sunday (18) until Sat., 
since latter will not arrive from 
Chi until then. Incidentally, Fred 
Allen has promised to drop in and 
heckle Benny from audience. 

American Theatre Wing’s Com- 
munity Players will preem a new 
skit by Esther Hawley, titled “Be- 
fore the Deed,” at Welfare Council 
ef New York dinner at Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., tonight (Wed.). 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Podesta (Lil- 
lian Jenkins, Madison Sq. Garden 

ublicity director) hosted at a cock- 
Tollecy at the Stork Club Friday (9) 
after their marriage. Couple off to 
Nassau on a month’s honeymoon. 

Charley Schlaifer, 20th-Fox home- 
office publicity chief, briefing his 
field exploiteers On campaigns for 
forthcoming 20th product while en 
route to the Coast to join other 
homeoffice chiefs in studio huddles. 

Arthur L. Mayer, operator of the 
Rialto, to Texas City over the week- 
end to make a report to the Red 
Cross on the organization’s relief ac- 
tivities during the recent disaster. 
He’s assistant nationa! chairman of 
the ARC. 

Monte Preser suggests he be kept 
permanently in NY-LA, and vice 
versa, because he’s constantly com- 
muting between both coasts in view 
of his Copacabana east; and his wife, 
Jane Ball, the baby, and other Holly- 
wood interests west. ; 

Jean Benoit-Levy, head of the 
United Nations film division, feted 
and made a li‘etime honorary mem- 
ber of the Screen Directors Guild, 
eastern chapter, at a cocktail party 
which the SDG threw for him and 
his aides at the Sheraton hotel. 

Charlies Trexler, Jr., third succes- 
sive generation in the Lutheran 
ministry, has forsaken the stage (he 
appeared in Broadway legit) to 

udy at the Mount Airy Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Philly. His 
father, Rev. Dr. Trexler, was re- 
cently appointed dean of the chapel 

of Muhlenberg College. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

John Hampshire, stage manager 
for “Glass Menagerie,” in town to 
visit relatives. 

Don DeFore, film star, here for 

8.8 at preem of “It Happened on 

ifth Avenue.” 

“Toronto Symphony,” Canadian 
Film Board one-reeler, getting at- 
tention at Trans-Lux. 

Melvyn Douglas a recent visitor, 

ing the town with frau, Helen 

agan Douglas (D., Cal.). 

Jerri Blanchard, nitery chantoos- 
ey, om hand to heckle Phil Foster 
on his opening at Club Cairo. 

Mildegarde, currently packing 
them in at Statler’s ners Room, 

est of honor at Wisconsin State 

ty dance. 

Mike Hunnicutt, WWDC ayemer, 
held open house past week for dual 





celebration of his birthday and 19 
years in radio. 
- Irving Caesar sang selections 
from his album, “Songs of Friend- 
ship” at B'nai B'rith triennial con- 
vention Sunday (11). 
WOL-Mutual’s staff now includes 
John Hanley, ex of KFRU and 
WFMD, new head of continuity, and 
Walt Ferguson, announcer formerly 
of KWKH, Shreveport, La. 


Hildegarde,- Bing Crosby, Arthur 
Godfrey will join such celebs as Sen, 
Robert Taft and baseball commis- 
sioner A. B. Chandler in National 
Celebrities Golf Tournament May 
17-18. 

Anita Colby due in this week from 


Bermuda to talk over plans for 
Playwriting Festival with Catholic 
U's Father Hartke. Broadway pro- 
ducer John F. Baird will direct 
Festival. 

Thorton Wilder, playwright and 


author, dropped into Elisabeth Berg- 
ner’s dressing room for chat after 
seeing “Two Mrs. Carrolls.” Also 
on hand for preem of John Gielgud’s 
“Love for Love” Tuesday (13). 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 

Theron Bbambergers have rented 
Al Gwynne’s Solebury house for 
summer. 

‘St. Cloud chain bought site last 
week in Lambertville for new film 
palace. Operates Strand there. 

Jack Kirkland cultivating his 
Springtown farm while awaiting 
final decree from Haila Stoddard. 

Ad Walter opened Playhouse b.o. 
to sell season tickets Saturday (10) 
while Open House crowds milled in 
New Hope. 

Local realtors indicate bloom is 

off high priced home buying. Rent- 
als for summer still scarce and ex- 
pensive, however. 
Don Walker and family checking 
out of New Hope home next month 
for arranging chore on coast with 
Sigmund Romberg radio program. 

Budd Schulberg back from Florida 
siesta. Bought Mrs. Jules Mast- 
baum’s Old York Road home at 
"ype and moved in Saturday 

). 





Jerome Chodorovs hosted Sunday 
(11) by Mrs. Atherton Harlan and 
her stepfather, Samuel Hopkins 
Adams, at Wycombe farm, which 
Chodorovs will rent for summer. 
Open House Day, annual inspec- 
tion shindig in New Hope for bene- 
fit of Public Health Nursing Assn., 
attracted record throngs Saturday 
(10). Moss Hart manse and Mrs. 
John (“Stella Dallas’) Matthews 
home only show biz residences open 
this year. 





Chicago 

Tyrone Power will come here for 
the Marine reunion in June. 

Ernie Byfield, Jr., off to Hollywood 
to learn motion picture business, 

Herman Levin, co-producer of 
“Call Me Mister,” here for confabs. 

Ted_Tod in town to direct the pub- 
licity campaign for “Duel in the Sun.” 

Ina Claire and Rudy Vallee enter- 
tained at the May Wine Festival May 
10 in the Drake hotel. 

Alice Faye and Phil Harris feted 
by local friends on their wedding 
anniversary yesterday (13). 

Sidney Harris, drama critic of 
Daily News, lecturing in Chi Public 
Library on local legit season. 

Rudy Vallee presented gold foun- 
tain pens to members of the Arne 
Barnett orch on closing night at Co- 
pacabana. 

Ralph Kettering back from East 
where he supervised advance pre- 
miere of “Carnegie Hall” in Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

James Keefe of the Civic theatre 
lectured before the drama class of 
Northwestern U on “John Wildberg, 
the Apostle of Drama.” 

Ted Goldsmith, press agent for 
“Magnificent Yankee,” stopped by to 
see Joe Shea of “Harvey” before 
leaving for New York. 

Sam Wanamaker of “Joan of Lor- 
raine” expected here May 25 when 
he and Jan Sterling of “Born Yester- 
day” will give a reading on his new 
play, “The Gods.” 


Night Vaudeville 


mam Continued from page 1 


night (30). He has already pacted 
Jimmy Lunceford’s band and is cur- 
rently setting six additional acts and 
line. 


Policy will be flat admission of 
50 for show and dancing afterward. 
With large capacity of park, Owens 
figures a good-sized take if idea 
clicks with the locals. He's re- 
portedly in on a percentage deal 
with baseball club’s owners, and if 
idea clicks he'll extend policy to 
other International League parks. 


Venture has the blessing of Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, which 
figures should it develop into a sum- 
mer circuit it would provide ad- 
ditional outlet of employment for 
acts. Owens will operate under 
AGVA terms and will post cash 
security to cover salaries of acts and 
line booked in, 

















London 


D'Oyly Carte giving short summer 
season of Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas at Sadler's Wells in July. 

Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell are 
splitting end of this year, with lat- 
ter to do a single, or go into produc- 
tion, 

Actor Robert Speaight has ac- 
cepted invitation to produce Shake- 
speare’s “Anthony and Cleopatra” in 
Geneva. 

“Fools Rush In,” the Kenneth 
Horne play which was done at the 
Fortune theatre, will be done by 
Lee Ephraim on Broadway this year 
with U. S cast. ee 

Hermione Gingold and principals 
expect to go to New York to play 
season on Broadway in September 
with current hit, “Sweetest and 
Lowest,” at Ambassadors theatre. | 

All publicity of General Film Dis- 
tributors has been coordinated with 
that of the J. Arthur Rank Organiza- 
tion, under the direction of Sidney 
Wynne, John Dennett and John 
Myers. 

Francois Mauriac, French. author, 
comes to London shortly to see the 
production of his play “Less Than 
Kind” at the Arts theatre. After- 
wards he is due to lecture at Ox- 
ford Univ. 

Jack Hylton’s new musical star- 
ring Arthur Askey, Florence Des- 
mond and Eddie Gray opens at Im- 
petial, Brighton, early June for 16 
weeks after which it comes to the 
West End. 

Jesse Jacobson off to U. S, tomor- 
row (15) after 36 years in England. 
He was at one time partner in stand- 
ard vaudeville act of Hedges Bros. 
and Jacobson, pioneers of ragtime 
in England. 

The Two Leslies (Leslie Sarony 
and Leslie Holmes), standard vaude- 
ville act here for years, are splitting. 
Latter takes u business career 
while former Soins forces with 
Michael Coles. 

Old Vic season finishes at the 
New theatre May 31, and will be 
followed by new J. B. Priestley play 
“Ever Since Paradise,” which_ will 
star Ursula Jeans and Roger Live- 
sey, opening June 6, 

New lessee of Whitehall theatre, 
H. J. Barlow, has new play by R. F. 
Delderfield, whose current hit, 
“Worm’s Eye View,” is now at this 
house. Title of new show is “A 
Wagon Load of Monkeys.” 

Factory workers in the Midlands 
don’t want “Ensa in Overalls,” the 
Government plan to reward high 
output with visits by $4,000-a-week 
vaudeville shows. Survey carried 
out for the Government by the Cen- 
tral Office of Information reveals 
that 89% of Midland factories are 
against the plan. 

British Broadcasting Corp.’s regu- 
lar “Monday Night at Eight” feature 
goes off for summer months. Will 
be replaced by series of musical 
broadcasts, from the West End. 
These will include “Oklahoma!” 
from Drury Lane: “Bless the Bride,” 
from Adelphi; “The Red Mill,” from 
Palace, and “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
from the Coliseum early in June. 


Vienna 

Robert Stolz is writing the music 
for Franziska Gaal’s film “Tizia.” 

Schlaraffia, union of artists, dis- 
solved by Nazis has been re-estab- 
lished. 

Josef Krips, orchestra director, in- 
vited to Manchester, England for 
four concerts in October. 

Josef Plessner, film roducer, 
leaving on African expedition to- 
gether with camerman Ulrich May- 
ser. 

Radio Lintz, Upper Austria, suc- 
cessfully introduced American sys- 
tem of interviewing various people 
on streets. 

Premiere of new Richard Strauss 
symphonic suite, “Woman Without 
Shadow,” set for June 26 with Karl 
Boehm directing. 

Geza von Bolvary, film director, 
returned from Switzerland and an- 
nounced signing up Siegfried Breuer 
for next comedy. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Baron Elliott. bandleader, filed a 
suit for divorce. 


Ernestine Mercer has opened run 
at New York’s No. One Fifth Ave- 
nue. 


Dick Rauh named prexy of the 
Pittsburgh Playhouse for coming 
year. 


Pete Wasser, KQV boss, due back 
this weekend from vacation in 
Florida. 

Dave Shanahan, Nixon treasurer, 
and his wife have an August date 
with the stork. 

John Walshes had to rush their 
daughter, Gerry, to Children’s Hos- 
pital for appendectomy. 

Whitey Scharbo teaching Fritzie 
Zivic to play the trumnet for lat- 
ter’s new night club act. 

Wilton Clary, who was with out- 
door opera company last season, go- 
ing to Dallas this summer. 

Al Smith in town beating the 
drums for “Laura,” which will close 








| Nixon’s season next week. 


Mrs. Alan Weider, wi‘e of RKO 
exploiteer, recuperating from an op- 


eration in a Boston hospital. 
Patricia Brannigan, Bobby Bran- 
nigan’s daughter, home from six- 
month USO tour of Pacific. 
Buddy Murphy, Jr., following in 
father’s footsteps; he's leader of 


Baldwin Township High School] 


iband. 
Lois Raeder and Nat Elbaum, who 
were in “Macbeth”-together at Play- 


house, being reunited. in “Good 
Fairy” at the “Y.” 
Don Taylor, local actor who 


played Pinky in sta e and screen 
versions of AAF show, “Winged Vic- 
tory,” has obtained a release from 
his Metro contract to sign a long- 
term deal with U-I. 


Miami Beac 
mi Beach 
By Larry Solloway 

Van Kirk into Bar of Music. — 

Copacabana, due for refurbishing, 
may close this week. 

Caney’s rumba crew clicking in 
Belmar hotel’s Sapphire room. 

Latin policy installed at Paddock 
club, headed by Nino Yacovino and 
Chavez. 

Club Bali’s new Show Bar opens 
May 20, featuring continuous enter- 
tainment. 

Park Avenue club doing steady biz 
with Charlie Farrell and Jack Prince | 
drawing repeaters, 

Buddy Walker held over for new 
show at Kitty Davis’ with Leon 
Fields, comic, heading it. 

Hal Herbert shuttering his swank 
Sirloin club for summer. Plans in- 
time show policy next season. 

Mocamba Club leased by Dave 
Singer (former Park Avenue owner). 
He'll operate as straight eatery. 

Jesse Weiss, op of Joe’s Stone 
Crabs, remaining open for summer. 

Johnny Gorman rejoined Frankie 
Carroll at Mother Kelly's after ap- 
pendectomy. 

Site for new legit theatre will be 
in heart of beach, just off Lincoln 
Rd. Subscription society in process 
of formation with membership of 
10,000 indicated. 

Anne Marleau and Johnny Duggan 
pacted for Nat Model’s Blackamoor 
room. Ben Gaines, former owner, 
headed for Coast vacash with wife, 
ex-Scandals thrush Joan Abbott. 

Miami Beach to have “pop” con- 
certs this summer, with civic and 
business leaders underwriting proj- 
ect. Will be staged in city’s Fla- 
mingo Park band shell. M. J. Heck, 
merchant and quondam composer, 
is organizing. 
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Bookstein’s opinion specified that the 
Negro was only to “sing.” Mayor 
Corning acted after a report by the 
House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, which charged Robeson 
with being affiliated with Communist- 
dominated organizations. 


Between 1,000 and 1,100 (in a hall 
seating 1,250) paid about $3,000 to 
hear Robeson. He made no refer- 
ence, on the stage, to the dispute. 


The Negro artist revealed that he 
would not undertake a formal con- 
cert tour for the next two years. “In 
the future, audiences will have to 
hear me talk as well as sing,” he 
said. “I will not be fettered. I do not 
care to give any more ‘pretty pro- 
grams.’ I have views on political, 
economic, labor and social questions 
(including discrimination and segre- 
gation) which I wish to express, If I 
can help to draw an audience for 
Henry Wallace by singing—I am 
scheduled to appear with him in 
Chicago Stadium on May 14—I will 
be glad to give concerts, I support 
Wallace’s viewpoint. He has some- 
thing to offer the country. It would 
be practical for him to speak between 
the acts of ‘Othello.’ There would be 
no breaking of the mood after all, 
most of the patrons go out to smoke.” 
If Wallace's philosophies do not pre- 
vail with the Democrats, Robeson 
expects to be active in a “third party 
movement” in the 1948 presidential 
race. 


Asked about motion pictures, he 
replied: “What has Hollywood for 
me? I probably will make pictures 
in France and other countries.” 


Robeson, articulate, fervid and 
rather torrential, did not identify 
himself as Communist. However, he 
stated he did not particularly mind 
being called one. 


“Communist is a word being tossed 
around too loosely,” he commented, 
“and many people seem to think 
there is a Communist under every 
bed.” The singer added that “I am a 
friend of the Soviet Union, but I 
call myself an American and an 
anti-fascist.” 


The only approach to the political 
note in the Albany concert was “two 
songs from the battlefield of Re- 
publican Spain.” He rendered them 
with dramatic fierceness. Near the 
end, Robeson also did a “Chinese 
resistance song.” He closed the vocal 
part of the night with a powerfully 
moving rendition of Ear] Robinson’s 
“The House I Live In,” and its re- 
frain, “That’s America for Me.” A 
tremendous outburst of applause 
greeted this, as well as the finale: 
Othello’s last speech. 


The concert was not marred by 
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Hollywood aes. 


nn Lynch bedded by Pneumoe. 

James E. FitzPatrick in fro 

ork, 

George Landy 
surgery. 

Bileen Sedgwick recoverin 
surgery, 

Merle Oberon laid up wi 
infection, D with thragt 

Charles Chaplin trained j 
New York. qin from 

Randolph Scott to the Hig i 
yr cmea eh Sierras 

eorge Raft hospitalized wi : 
ing tonsils. | with ail. 

Bob Hope to Salt Lake 
two benefits. 

John Wayne recuperating fr 
stomach ailment. . & trom 4 

Jose Iturbi to Mexico City for a 
concert engagement. i 

Robert Kent changed his fi] 
to Douglas Blackley. _—— 

Asa Clark recovering from emere 
gency appendectomy. 

Edgar Bergen and troupe to Dens 
ver for a cancer benefit. 

- Esther Williams Oscared by fashion 
= = San Francisco. 

on rinn elected presid 
L. A. Press Photosrenhers. et 

Fred Guiol returned from three 
weeks of fishing in Oregon, 

Howard Strickling returned from 
Metro huddles in New York. 

Jimmy Durante having his portrait 
done in oil by Gertrude Whiting, 

Henry Fonda to Baltimore to visit 
his wife who is recovering from sure 
gery. 

Jesse Lasky lectured on film pro- 
— before the Sales Advertising 

ub, 

Arthur Jeffrey in from New York 
for exploitation huddles at Eagle-. 
Lion. 

Jimmy McHugh to Seattle for the 
women’s Indoor National swimming 
meet. 

Henry Taylor returned to his 
Paramount desk after a minor oper- 
ation. 

Burl Ives ordered to whittle off 
40 pounds for his next picture at 
20th-Fox. 

Ilona Massey mgped for two weeks 
at the Golden ate theatre, San 
Francisco. 

Erline Tannen joined the Ralph 
Blum Corp. as head of the literary 
department. 

Johnny Weissmuller to Fresno to 
shoot in the California Open Golf 
Tournament. 

Reno Brown and her horse, Oro- 
ers to Las Vegas for the annual 
eldorado fiesta. 

Burglars cracked a safe at the 
Laurel theatre but all they got was 
$22 worth of candy. 

Max Baer and Maxie Rosenbloom 
open at the Florentine Gardens May 
24, for eight weeks. 

Brenda Marshall returned to work 
at Paramount after three days out 
with heat prostration. 
Lorenzo Cardénas and He..ry Lous 
bert, Mexican producers, in town to 
gander Hollywood product. . 
Senora Fortunata De Liguoro in 
from Lima, Peru, to buy equipment 
for her husband's film studio. 
Eddie Rickenbacker in town to ap- 
pear in. a commercial short to be 
produced by Jerry Fairbanks. 
Larry Barbier checked in at Re- 
public as special flack for Charles 
K. Feldman-Lewis Milestone Produc- 
tions. 

Gregor Rabinovitch returned from 
Rome to line up Hollywood players 
for “La Boheme,” to be filmed in 
Italy. , 
Al Gilks returned from Spain 
where he handled cameras on & 
oe production, “Mariona Re- 
ull.” 

Dr. J. B. Fishman, president of 
Allied Theatre Owners of Connecti- 
cut, paying his first visit to Holly- 
wood. 

Jane Withers received control of 
her own financial holdings, by 
court order, following her 2ist 
birthday. 

Sydney Greenstreet and Arlene 
Dahl will be honored guests at this 
week’s Hollywood Foreign Corre- 
spondents luncheon. 

Gregory Ratoff in from New York 
where he made arrangements to 
start the filming of “Cagliostro” in 
Mexico City for Edward Small. 
Frances Langford awarded a statu- 
ette by the Pacific Coast Conference 
of Independent Theatre Owners for 
her work in behalf of war veterans. 
Sir Alexander Fleming, discoverer 
of Penicillin, awcrded a citation by 
the Motion Picture Chapter of the 
Order of the Purple Heart at the 
Masquers Club. 


m New 


recovering from 


& from 


City for 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend | k 
Herb Caen, local columnist, break 
ing into Time mag. 
Sol Schwartz, RKO exec, and Jay 
Golden in; ditto Clark Gable. 
Evans Perkins, Paramount home 
office exec, doing the seven hills. 
Emil Brisacker off to New York. 
Dr. Margaret Chung left on Euro 
pean trek. P 
Ed Frisbie, formerly of Chronicle, 
joins staff of KGO-ABC Western 
Division Newsroom. 
Localites turn out to welcome 
San Francisco symphony following 
return from first national tour. . 
Katherine Kerry, KQW_ fashion 
expert feted by Apparel Industry pe 
California at dinner Monday (12) ®@ 





any incident. 


Mark Hopkins hotel. 
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OBITUARIES 


RICHARD A. ROWLAND 





first produced play, “The Embarrass- 
Richard A. Rowland, 66, who was | ment of Riches,” in 1906. Also in 
a pioneer in the motion picture|“A Woman of Impulse,” produced 


industry and for several decades | three years later. In 1913 both he 
held some of the top executive posts and his wife appeared in ‘vaude in 
in Hollywood and New York, died | his playlet, “The Washerwoman 
Monday (12) in Beekman Hospital | Duchess,” which preemed at Proc- 
after a long illness. _ |tor’s Fifth avenue theatre. Another 
Rowland founded the Metro Pic- | time while on tour with the act, Dr. 
ture Corp., had held high posts with | Anspacher used a stage name and 
the First National, Paramount and | doubled as lecturer evenings under 
other film companies, was an in- | his own tag. 
dependent producer and, at his Among his other plays were “The 
death, was a member of the produc- Kingdom of Content,” “That Day,” 
tion staff of the 20th Century-Fox. and “Dagmar,” latter starring Nazi- 
When Rowland, whe was born ii mova. He had also written other 
Pittsburgh, was 18 years old, his | books and plays, some of the latter 
father died, and he took over _ fa- | slanted for little theatre and experi- 
thers carbon lamp business there, | penta) groups rather than the com- 
eventually developing it into a motion | yercial theatre. These included 
theatre lighting | a “Our Children,’ “The Jazz Clown,” 
Soon he added to his activities the lend “The Glase House.” 
pusiness of distributing early films 
to theatres. Eventually he main- | Two years ago he was awarded 
tained eight offices in the Pittsburgh |the Townsend Harris Medal in 
and Ohio areas. recognition 3 of “notable postwar | 
in 1910 he sold his business to the | #*tainments. 
General Film Co. for several mii- Earlier this year it was announced | 
lions, and became a millionaire at 30. | that a book by Dr. Anspacher would 
He went to the Coast where he /| be published this month under the 
organized the Elko film producing | title of “Challenge of the Unknown; 
company and later was an executive | Exploring the Psychic World.” 
of the Famous Players. In 1914, he His first wife died in 1939. In 
organized and became president of | 1941 he married the former Flor- 
the Metro Picture Corporation. ence Sutro, who survives him. 
He was founder of a theatre chain. 
he acquired also distribution in- LOUISE HOMER 
terests from Universal, Paramount Louise Homer, 76, former con- 
and Mutual and a motion picture |tralto opera star who sang 19 eon- 
supply business, disposing of them | secutive seasons (1900-1919) with 
in 1915: In 1919 he sold his theatre | the Metopera in New York, died in 
interests and his share of Metro to | Winter Park, Fla., May 6. Remains 
Marcus Loew for several millions. were shipped for burial at Lake 
Later he became general produc- | George, N. Y., where she and her 
tion manager and veepee of First | husband, Sidney Homer, composer, 
National Pictures, Inc. In 1927 he! had their summer home. At time of 














In Fond Remembrance 


WILLIAM H. STEIN 





Co-Founder of M.C.A. 


May 14, 1943 





announced the merger of First Na- | death, she was honorary adviser in 
tional with the Stanley Co. of Amer- | voice at Rollins College, in town 
ica in the east and the West Coast | where sne died. 
Theatres of California, the latter Among her most popular operatic 
two operating more than 350 the- | roles were in “Aida,” “La Giocon- 
atres. He left First National in the | do,” “Il Travatore,’ “Samson et 
late 1920's. Dalila” and “Orfeo ed Euridice.” In 
In 1931 Rowland joined Paramount | addition to her many appearances 
Publix Corp. and in that year be- | with the Metopera she had been fea- 
came president of the Fox Film | tured with Chicago Civic Opera, Los 
Corp. He formed his own producing | Angeles Opera Co. and also appeared 
company in 1933 and the next year |in operas at Covent Garden, Lon- 
became an assistant producer for | don, and Royal Opera in Brussels. 
the Radio-Keith-Orpheum firm. He Upon retirement from operatic 
joined Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in | stage she had made several con- 
1935, left the next year and pro- | cert tours, with programs invariably 
duced for Paramount in 1936 “I'd | including songs composed or ar- 
Give My Life.” For the same com- | ranged by her husband. Her eldest 
pany he also produced “Along Came daughter, Louise Homer Stires, had 
Love” in 1937. |;sung duets with her on many con- 
After having been with Republic | certs and for recordings. 
Pictures and Edward Small, Row- Couple had six children, five of 
land, in 1941, as an independent | whom survive her in addition to hus- 
producer, put out “Cheers for Miss |band. A daughter, Mrs. Joy Homer 
Bishop” with Martha Scott. In 1942 | Doerflinger, died last October. 
he joined 20th-Fox. He was a former | 
director of the Roxy Theatre Corp. | 


He leaves a widow, and two | 
Sisters, 





ANDREW R. KELLEY 


Andrew R. Kelley, 61, dean of the 
|Washington drama critics and for- 
mer Variery mugg in D. C., died 
DR. LOUIS K. ANSPACHER there May 9. Kelley, whose health 
Dr. Louis Kaufman Anspacher, | had been failing for more than two 
69, writer, dramatist. and lecturer, | years, was widely known among 
died after a heart attack in Nash- | showmen in New York and on the 
ville, Tenn., May 10. Accompanied | Coast, and was active in the Presi- 
by his wife, he was returning to 'dent’s birthday ball celebrations in 
New York from a motor trip vaca- | Washington. As long as the “Com- 
tion to Hollywood. |mand Performances” were held at 
A poet and dramatist, author of the national capital as a feature of 
“All The King’s Horses” and other | the infantile paralysis fund drives, 
plays, Dr. Anspacher was probably | Kelley selected the show which 
best known as a lecturer and a man , went to Washington each year. 
who readily volunteered for a side Born in Portland, Me., he entered 
in intellectual combat. 'the newspaper business in Boston 


In y stro _ | and moved on to Washington in 1913 
toe We be woe 8 ag advo 'as drama editor of the Washington 


wel ya — = pong ” |Times. then owned by Hearst. He 
i S a. area later on the Evening Star. 
pre Me _ = he wrote a musical His last post was as film and drama 
*swrdeg gene ae apg a critic for the Daily News. About 
Vie Se ee eee two years ago, increasing bad health 
ee ae nt anaes. Altar pre | cocced him to retire. 
‘Abeae S om aS. & Miltary Funeral services were held yes- 
cademy, he attended N. Y. City terday (13). Survived by his 
agrees, instead, being graduated in| \iaoy, Sallie Mae Kelley 
re = took a Master’s degree at | “’ ow, ise B ‘ 
Olumbia University, a Bachelor of ‘ : 
Laws at Columbia AS School and JAMES P. NORMANLY 
a Ph.D. at Columbia in 1905. In a| James P. Normanly, 53, former 





sense he married into the theatre banker and film executive, died of | 


Via his marriage to Kathryn Kidder, a heart ailment in his home in Holly- 
legit actress, the same year. wood, May 10. ; 
She played the leading role in his He was vecpee of Universal Pie- 


tures Corp. and general manager of 
U’s Hollywood studio until his re- 
tirement in 1941. A lifelong banking 
career, during which he .specialized 
in financing motion picture and 
theatrical properties, preceded his 
connection with Universal. 

In 1932 he went to Los Angeles 
from N. Y., to take charge of 
branches of the Bank of America 
National Trust and Savings Assn. He 
joined Universal in 1936. 

He leaves a widow and son. 





EDWIN FORREST FORSBERG 
Edwin Forrest Forsberg, 74, re- 


tired actor who had been on the | 


stage for more than 50 years, died 
in New York May 11. 


Was appearing there in stock, he also 
chose the stage as a profession, play- 
ing mostly in stock companies. Also 
appeared in several legits on Broad- 
way including “Seven Days Leave” 
in 1917. 

His wife, Mrs. 
Fosberg, died in 1939. 

MRS. FRANK McGLYNN 

Mrs. Frank McGlynn, who before 
her marriage to Frank McGlynn, 
veteran stage and screen actor, had 
been known on the stage as Rose 
Sheridan, died in New York May 7. 
She retired after their marriage in 
1900. 

McGlynn had been working on a 
film assignment in Hollywood at 
time of her death and planed to 
N. Y. to make funeral arrangements. 

Also surviving are a son, Frank 
McGlynn, Jr., a Catholic priest and 
four daughters. 


SAMUEL LITWIN 

Samuel Litwin, 49, special agent 
for the Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
died May 11, at his home in New 
York of a cerebral hemorrhage. 

Litwin several years ago investi- 
gated the affairs of Theatre Author- 
ity. As a result of his findings, the 
Government removed tax exemp- 
tions from affairs okayed by that 
organization. 





MAXWELL KENNEDY 
Maxwell Kennedy, former actor 
and vaude producer, died in New 
York May 5. 


musical productions, including “The 
Spring Maid” and original produc- 


his mother produced production acts 
for vaudeville. 





BLOSSOM GAY 

The former Blossom Gay, 28, nit- 
ery and radio singer, was found dead 
in her home in Pittsburgh last week. 

At the time of her death she was 
married to Dr. Thomas E. McMur- 
ray, Jr., a Pittsburgh physician. Her 
first husband was Robert Taylor, a 
Pittsburgher whom she married in 
1938. He died two years ago. 


_—_—— 


HOWARD PREVOST 

Howard Prevost, 64, member of 
the vaude team of Rice & Prevost, 
died in New York May 6. He and his 
partner had done a comedy acro act 
for years on big-time circuits here 
and abroad. They also had been fea- 
tured by Cohan & Harris with the 
George’ ‘Honey Boy) Evans Min- 
strels. 

Survived by widow and a brother. 

GEORGE J. MORGAN 

George Joseph Morgan, 61, who 
retired from show business 10 years 
ago, died in Toledo, O., May 8. He 
was a former member ofthe team 
of Morgan & McGarry, song-and- 
dance act. 

Two daughters and two sons, sur- 
vive him. 








MRS. LOUIS MANDEL 
Mrs. Louis Mandel, 66, died of 
heart attack in Chicago May 10. She 
was former dramatic actress and in 
later years vice-president of Stage 








Helen Courtney | 





ager in Pittsburgh who piloted the 
Ritz before Loew’s took over that 
house, died last week after a long 
illness. 





Sebastian Cristilice, 67, father of 
Lou Costello (Abbott), film actor, 
died May 9 at his home in North 
Hollywood following a heart attack. 





Father of Alan Carney, nitery and | 


vaude comic, died in New York 
May 9. 





MARRIAGES 


Louisa Butler to Jerry Laws, New 
York, May 11. Groom is principal 


|in “Finian’s Rainbow.” 


Born in Cleveland when his father | Mrs. Evelyn Friede to William B. | 


Jaffe, New York, May 11. Groom is 


|N. Y. attorney closely identified with 


show biz and radio: bride is daugh- 


ter of the late Moses Annenherg, | 


newspaper publisher. 

Lillian Jenkins to Fred Podesta, 
New York, May 9. Bride is publicity 
director for Madison Sq. Garden, 
N. Y.; groom is associated with Ned 
Irish sports enterprises at Madison 
Sq. Garden. 

Harriet E, Shapp to Herb Harvey, 
Palm Beach, Fla., recently. “room is 
staff announcer on WWPG in that 
city. 

Jane Hazard to Lowell J. Thomp- 


ison, Santa Barbara, May 4. Bride is 
la screen actress; groom a theatre 
| operator. 


Frances ‘Anne Breen to Leo B. 
McGrath, Beverly Hills, May 10. 
Bride is the daughter of Joseph L 
Breen, head of the film Production 
Code Administration. 

Wythel Loueen Killen to Frank 
W. Mayborn, Washington, recently. 
Groom is prez of KTEM, Temple, 
Texas, and part owner of the Vol- 
unteer Broadcasting Co. 4 

Catherine Littlefield to Sterling 
Noel May 8, N. Y. She’s the chore- 
ographer; he’s Sunday editor of the 
N. Y. Journal American. 

Elizabeth Bullock to Finis Farr 
May 10, N. Y. She was with the 
House of Color (photography); he’s 
the radio scripter. 

Jean Allen to Matty Roubert, Las 
Vegas, May 8. Groom is production 


| assistant at Pine-Thomas. 


i 


| 
He had appeared principally in 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Gross, daughter, 
| Brooklyn, N. Y., recently. Father is 


tion of “Sweethearts.” Later he and | one of “Beachcombers,” vocal group 


with Johnny Long orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Greenfield, 
daughter, New York, May 10. Father 
is assistant to Leopold Friedman, 
veepee and general counsel of 
Loew's. 

Mr, and Mrs. Gene Nelson, son, 
Santa Monica, May 9. Mother is 


father is skater. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Dix, son, 
Hollywood, last week. Father is 
vaude and nitery singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Hare, son, 
May 7, New York. Father is radio 
and cafe publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lige Brien, son, 
New York, May 7. Father is Eagle- 
Lion’s assistant exploitation man- 


| ager. 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wilcoxon, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 8. Mother 
is Joan Woodbury, of the films; 
father is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Finley, son, 
Hollywood, May 8. Mother is Enise 
Grove, screen actress; father is head 
of Finley Transcription Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wayne, son, 
Chicago, April 28. Mother is former 
songstress, Eleanore Kalow; father 
operates dance studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Dennis, son, 
Hollywood, May 7. Father is Capitol 
Records recording artist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Dowling, daugh- 





Friends Club, Chi theatrical organi- | 


zation. 
Survived by husband. 





PARK S. ROBUCK 
Park S. Robuck, 57, owner of Ideal 
theatre. Des Moines, Iowa, died at 
Iowa Methodist hospital on May 4 
of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
Survivors are widow, 
sister. 





CLARICE ROMA 
Roma Kann Bard, 27, known on 
stage and screen as Clarice Roma, 


| 


died May 3 in Hollywood after a. 


long illness. She was the wife of 
Ben Bard, legit producer. 





ED RICHARDS 
Ed Richards, 58, formerly of the 
vaude team of Bennett & Richards, 
died May 10 in Holiywood after 
brief illness. 








Wife of Mort Ferdan, WB man- 





ter, New York, May 11. Father is 
with Warners checking dept. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Mohr, son, | 


Hollywood, May 11. Father plays 
title role in Columbia's “Lone Wolf” 
series. 


| Husing 1306 


Continued from page 1 








station stipulated that if his rating 
dropped under a 3.0 in the closing 


would be July, August and Sept.), 
WHN would have the right to can- 
cel. Show has been averaging only 
a 2.0, but long in advance of the 
three-month rating period the sta- 
tion has waived its right to can- 
cellation. 


That's because the show is now | 


60% sold, with Chesterfield and 
Corn Products, new sponsers of 
quarier-hour segments, bringing 


| total number of 15-minute clients to 
,14. Total of 80% of nighttime show 


is sold and 33% of daytime, with abl 
spots also ‘rolling in the commercial 
columns. 


Miriam Frankel, film dance director; | 





Hartley-Taft Bills 


Continued from page 1 
wide bargaining, which means no 
more national contracts. 

fb) Unions can’t strike to secure 
or enforce the union shop, which 
means the end o. the union shop. 

(c) Restrictions make it almost 
impossible to -.age a strike, smoth- 
ering it in red tape. 

(d) No sympathy strikes ar per- 
mitted, which in effect will cause 
!one union to strikebreak on another. 





| (e) Bill splits up union strength; 
imperils collective bargaining: limits 
initiation fees; raises spectre of fed- 
eral injunctions. 

(f) Bill breaks up concerted activ- 
|ity, imperiling progress, such as de- 
j|velopment of a combined union 
|}policy on television. 
| Deterrents 


Most important provision of the 
| Hartley Bill, according to Jaffe, is 
the prohibition against industry-wide 
bargaining. Bill provides that no 
labor organization may represent 
employees of competing employers 
unléss such employers regularly 
have less than 100 employees and 
| their plants or other facilities are 
| less than 50 miles apart. 

Thus, if AFRA is bargaining rep 
for NBC employees, it can’t be for 
CBS, ABC or Mutual. 


If screen Actors Guild bargains 
for Metro employees, it can’t repre- 
sent actors at Paramount, Warners 
or anywhere else. 

Equity couldn't bargain with the 
| Shentre Guild and the Shuberts, be- 
cause each represented competing 
employers of 100 people or more. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
(AGVA) couldn't represent night 
clubs more than 50 miles apart. 

AGMA, in order to represent Met- 
Opera employees, would have to 
|give up jurisdiction over City Cen- 
jter Opere in N. Y., San Francisco 
Opera Co. or anyone else Unions, 
working on small, local basis, weuld 
be crippled. 

Although the Hartley Bill hasn't 
outlawed the union shop, it has re- 
stricted it so, to the point of ham- 
stringing it. An employer may re- 
fuse to bargain with a union for a 
/union shop. He is not required to 
| grant a union shop even when it's 
|desired by all his employees. It’s 
| illegal for a union to strike to get a 
| union shop. Even if an employer 
granted a union shop, under the bill 
it wouldn't become effective until 
after a complex, delaying series of 
steps. 











Couldn't Strike 

Consequence, according to Jaffe, 
would be that Equity couldn't pre- 
vent a producer from hiring non- 
Equityites and paying them sub- 
minimum salaries. Equity couldn't 
strike, to prevent this. Producer 
could ignore all Equity rules for 
working conditions. Same condi- 
tions would prevail in radio, pix, 


concert, niteries, etc. Bill, Jaffe 
claims, encourages formation of 
“company unions,” thus further 


hamstringing “legitimate unions.” 

Under the bili, a strike is smoth- 
ered in red tape. So many require- 
ments must be met, and so much 
time consumed, that the right to 
strike becomes meaningless. Pro- 
posals and counter-proposals must 
be discussed in separate conferences, 
followed by waiting periods and 
other delays, to make the whole 
thing ineffective. A legit producer 
could come into N. Y., put on a 
'show, have a run, and then close be- 
| fore any strike against low wages or 
,Other complaints could begin 


Sympathy strikes are out. If 
AFRA went on _ “strike, Equity 








;couldn’t aid AFRA or tell its 
| : 
|members not to scab against 

|AFRA. Effect would be strike- 
breaking. 


No labor union could impose in- 
| itiation fees higher than $25 per 
member unless a labor board, cre- 
jated by the Hartley Bill, okayed it. 
|The Bill, says Jaffe, sets aside the 


son and | three months of the first year (which | Norris-LaGuardia Act against Fed- 


eral injunctions. It forbids concerted 
activity among unions. Cooperation 
of the 4 A's unions to settle jurisdic- 
}tion in the television field, for in- 
| stance, as exemplified in formation 
‘recently of the Television Commit- 
| tee, is outlawed. 

Although the current Taft Bill is 
considered “milder” by some, Jaffe 
sees similar dangers in it similar to 
ithe’ Hartley Bili. Unions are sub- 
jject to unfair labor practice pro- 
| Visions; no strikes may be called for 
(60 days; employees are encouraged 
to bypass unions in presenting griev- 
ances to employers, etc. we 
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